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TO 

SIR  JOHN  F.  DAVIS,  BART.,  K.C.B. 


My  dear  Sib  John, 

The  age  of  formal  dedications  and  stilted  prefaces 
has  long  passed  away,  and  it  may  safely  be  assumed  that 
they  ceased  to  be  written,  because  the  public  ceased  to 
read  them.  As  often  happens  in  hke  cases,  all  parties 
gained  by  the  arrangement;  and  I have  no  intention 
whatever  of  reviving  an  obsolete  custom.  Yet  something 
in  the  nature  of  an  introduction  is  often  a great  advantage 
both  to  the  writer  and  the  reader ; and  I think  in  the 
present  instance  the  latter  will  turn  the  pages  over  with 
more  satisfaction,  if  the  circumstances  under  which  the 
book  has  been  written  and  the  principal  objects  kept  in 
view  by  the  writer  are  first  understood. 

In  determining  to  write  a few  introductory  remarks 
for  the  benefit  of  those  who,  like  yourself,  will  take  up 
the  book  for  what  it  may  contain,  and  in  a letter  to  your 
address,  I am  glad  of  the  opportunity  thus  afforded  me 
of  saying  publicly,  that  to  no  one  could  such  a work 
on  Japan  as  it  has  been  my  aim  to  supply,  have  been 
more  fitly  dedicated,  on  pubhc  grounds,  than  to  the 
author  of  the  best  and  only  popular  work  we  possess 
on  the  Chinese  Empire ; and  the  first  who  succeeded  in 
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making  the  subject  familiar  to  readers  in  general.  While 
on  personal  grounds,  to  whom  could  I more  appropriately 
have  addressed  this  latest  fruit  of  my  labours  in  the  East, 
than  to  the  chief  under  whom  I first  commenced  my 
career  in  those  regions,  now  nearly  twenty  years  ago  ? 
Or  to  one  whose  interest  in  tliose  outlying  empires  of 
the  far  East  has  never  flagged ; and  who  I am  quite 
sure,  wiU  read  this  new  contribution  to  our  information 
on  the  Japanese,  Avith  all  the  attention  the  most  earnest 
and  couscientious  Avriter  could  desire. 

You  Avill  soon  perceive  that  I have  not  Avritten 
merely  for  amusement — either  my  OAvn  or  the  reader’s 
— and  yet  I should  be  sorry  to  think  that  amusement 
may  not  be  found  in  its  pages ; for  if  I hesitate  to  adopt 
in  its  fullest  sense  the  French  axiom,  ‘ tons  les  genres 
sont  hons  hors  le  genre  ennuyeux,'  I am  quite  sure,  that 
he  Avho  Avearies  never  convinces  or  persuades,  and  I 
desire  to  do  both.  With  the  best  intention,  however, 
there  have  been  many  difficulties  to  overcome  in  the 
effort  to  give  to  the  public  a work  calculated  to 
satisfy  the  desire  for  something  novel  and  instructive 
concerning  the  Japanese  Empire.  To  write  anything 
that  should  be  Avorth  reading,  and  yet  not  trench  upon 
the  rule  of  official  resene,  in  all  matters  not  open  to 
public  discussion,  was  in  itself  a difficulty  independent 
of  every  other.  It  might  liave  been  easy  to  put  a neAV 
face  on  things  old  and  fiimiliar,  but  this  did  not  enter 
into  my  plan.  In  draAving  up  this  narrative  of  a tliree 
years’  residence  at  the  Court  of  the  Tycoon,  I had,  on 
the  contrary,  two  objects  more  especially  in  Anew,  neither 
of  which  could  be  attained  by  any  such  procedure.  The 
oue  Avas  to  give  the  results  of  a careful  study  of  the 
singular  people  among  Avhora  my  lot  had  been  cast. 
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and  thus,  if  possible,  supply  a great  deficiency  in  mu' 
knowledge,  from  personal  observation  and  original 
sources; — the  other,  to  throw  some  light,  however  faint 
and  broken,  on  the  conditions  of  all  Western  diplomacy 
in  its  struggles  with  Eastern  character  and  Eastern 
policy.  The  latter  was  in  some  degree  new  ground, 
and  had  therefore  the  recommendation  of  novelty ; but 
it  had  also  a disadvantage  attaching,  wliich  you  will 
readily  appreciate  from  having  occupied  a similar  official 
position.  Narratives  of  missions  to  distant  countries,  and 
to  Eastern  Courts  more  particularly,  have  often  before 
appeared,  it  is  true,  written  either  avowedly  by  the 
Envoys  themselves,  or  by  the  Secretaries,  with  their 
sanction  and  materials.  Indeed,  to  these  sources  the 
world  is  chiefly  indebted  for  most  of  the  information  we 
actually  possess  at  the  present  day,  of  countries  which  lie 
out  of  the  beaten  track  of  Western  diplomacy.  But,  in  the 
majority  of  these  cases,  the  writers  had  retired  from  the 
scene  of  their  labours,  and  were  not  likely  therefore  to  be 
brought  in  contact  again  with  those  Avhose  acts  they  may 
have  described.  And  I should  probably  have  hesitated, 
had  it  not  seemed  important  to  furnish  materials  for 
a right  judgement,  in  matters  of  national  concern  con- 
nected with  Japan  and  our  relations  there, — while  it 
might  yet  be  time  to  avert,  by  the  intelligent  appreciation 
of  our  true  situation,  grievous  disappointment  as  well  as 
increased  complications  and  great  calamities.  A free  ex- 
pression of  opinion  in  matters  of  public  interest  is  not 
to  be  lightly  adventured  upon  however ; and,  in  many 
cases,  those  holding  office  are  altogether  precluded 
from  such  action.  At  the  same  time  much  mischief 
is  often  done  by  undue  reticence  in  matters  which 
must,  in  a country  like  ours,  be  the  subject  of 
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public  discussion.  It  so  happened,  that  I was  re- 
lieved from  any  difficulty  under  this  head,  by  the 
publication  in  extenso  of  the  greater  number  of  my 
despatches,  which  were  printed  and  laid  before  Pai’Ua- 
ment.  And  not  only  was  the  necessity  for  silence 
obviated  by  such  pubhcation  in  this  country,  but  a 
similar  course  was  followed  at  Washington,  in  respect 
to  the  despatches  of  my  colleague,  the  American  Minister, 
during  the  same  period.  As  in  each  of  these  series  there 
is  a veiy  unreserved  expression  of  opinion  as  to  the 
political  situation  of  the  country,  the  action  of  the  Ja- 
panese authorities,  the  views  entertained  by  Colleagues, 
and  the  conduct  of  the  Foreign  communities, — the  de- 
cision of  the  respective  Governments  of  both  countries, 
to  make  the  despatches  public,  and  this  so  freely  as  to 
leave  little  of  a confidential  character  unprmted,  eflectually 
removed  all  the  impediments  which  might  otherwise  have 
existed.  Secret  diplomacy  is  a favourite  taunt  of  our  Trans- 
atlantic cousins  when  criticising  Eurojjean  institutions  and 
government ; but  in  so  far  as  Great  Britain  is  concerned, 
it  would  be  difficult  to  show  any  nation,  not  even  the 
Americans  themselves,  less  open  to  the  reproach.  The 
discussion  of  public  affiiirs  in  both  Houses  of  Parliament, 
the  free  cxpre.ssion  of  opinion  on  the  most  delicate 
questions  affecting  our  international  relations,  and  the 
ample  infonnation  required  in  Parliament,  and  given  by 
the  heads  of  departments,  both  verbally  and  in  Blue 
Books  — are  all  so  many  refutations  of  any  charge  of 
this  nature,  and  result  so  naturally  and  unavoidably  from 
our  popular  fonn  of  government,  that  notliing  really 
secret  or  confidential,  can  well  remain  in  the  archives  of 
any  public  office.  With  such  documents  and  information 
before  the  public  in  regard  to  Japanese  affairs,  there- 
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fore,  there  could  be  little  room  for  indiscretion  in  any 
further  contributions  on  the  same  subject.  You  will 
accordingly  find  no  transaction  of  an  official  character 
touched  upon  in  these  pages  and  no  opinion  expressed 
on  the  progress  of  events,  the  policy  these  seemed  to  indi- 
cate, or  the  people  with  whom  I csmie  in  contact  in  ray 
official  capacity,  that  can  take  anyone  by  surprise  as  new, 
or  that  has  not  already  been  in  print.  But,  as  regards 
the  reading  public,  I do  not  think  that  circumstance  will 
in  any  degree  deprive  the  work  of  its  claims  to  novelty. 
Blue  Books  are  often  full  of  valuable  matter,  but  they  do 
not  generally  find  a place  among  the  popular  literature 
of  the  day.  A process  of  distillation  and  transmutation 
has  first  to  take  place,  through  the  leaders  of  the  daily 
press  and  the  pages  of  periodicals,  before  they  become 
fit  food  for  the  million  ; and  something  of  this  kind  I have 
endeavoured  to  accom])hsh  here  in  respect  to  our  political 
relations.  The  same  leading  facts  will  be  found  in  both, 
but  not  in  the  same  digestible  shape  or  form.  As 
regards  the  Japanese  authorities,  my  Colleagues,  or  the 
Foreign  communities  in  Japan,  I repeat  there  is  nothing 
in  my  opinions,  as  here  narrated,  which  has  not  been 
freely  spoken  on  the  spot;  or  that  could  well  be  unknown 
to  any  of  the  parties  immediately  concerned,  even  if 
not  already  in  print.  Those  opinions  may  not  always  be 
flattering,  either  to  the  Japanese  or  to  others ; and  I do 
not  expect  they  Avill  be  liked  ; but  I have  great  faith  in 
honesty  of  purpose  and  absence  of  malice,  and  these  must 
be  my  justification,  now  as  heretofore.  Truth  I believe 
to  be  far  less  dangerous  to  those  who  have  the  courage 
to  utter  it,  than  misapprehension  or  misrepresentation. 
1 have  never  disguised  from  the  Japanese  authorities,  as 
my  published  despatches  prove,  the  opinions  I entertained 
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of  their  proceedings  towards  Foreigners  from  time  to 
time,  and  the  unsatisfactory  course  of  action  generally 
pursued.  If  I have  spoken  in  these  pages  of  the  authorities 
generally,  the  system  of  government,  and  more  especially 
their  policy  towards  Foreigners,  honestly,  according  to 
my  knowledge  and  convictions ; I told  them  on  the 
spot  quite  as  lionestly  and  plainly  what  those  convictions 
were.  And  yet  I had  conclusive  evidence,  at  the  hour  of 
my  departure,  that  they  appreciated  the  fairness  of  my 
dealings,  and  trusted  me,  more  absolutely  and  entirely, 
than  I coidd  have  believed  possible,  without  such  un- 
mistakeable  proof  as  they  spontaneously  gave  me.  Nor 
will  the  two  things  seem  incompatible  to  anyone  who 
has  had  much  experience  of  Asiatics.  You  must  often 
have  seen,  in  your  long  intercourse  with  Eastern.s,  how 
unfailingly  they  learn,  in  spite  of  their  own  habitual 
want  of  veracity,  to  trust  in  the  truth  and  respect  tlie 
honesty  of  one  of  our  race,  if  after  some  intercourse 
they  find  that  he  will  not  stoop  to  trickery  or  falsehood 
for  any  temporary  advantage  either  may  give. 

So  much  for  the  official  difficulties  of  my  task.  But 
these  were  not  the  only  ones  to  be  encountered.  The 
incorrigible  tendency  of  the  Japanese  to  ■withhold  from 
Foreigners  or  di.sguise  the  truth  on  all  matters  great  and 
small ; and  consequently  the  absence  of  reliable  infor- 
mation on  almost  eveiy  subject  necessary  to  the  full 
elucidation  of  their  character,  institutions,  and  system 
of  government,  constituted  another  obstacle. 

In  the  following  work  I have  only  sought,  therefore,  to 
I’cnder  a faithfid  account  of  what  I observed,  with  better 
opportunities  as  a resident  Minister  in  the  capital  than 
liad  been  enjoyed  by  any  previous  writer  on  Japan.  But 
having  studied  the  practical  working  of  the  Government 
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machinery  — the  policy  adopted  in  relation  to  Foreigners, 
and  the  action  of  hostile  parties  among  the  privileged 
classes,  I believed  I might  bring  some  useful  materials 
to  aid  the  consideration  of  our  ovra  interests.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  narrative  I have  given  of  all  the 
trials  and  difficulties  which  simround  a Diplomatic  Agent 
in  such  a field  is  calculated,  I hope  and  believe,  to  throw 
some  new  light  on  questions  which,  of  aU  others,  have 
most  engrossed  public  attention  of  late  years  in  con- 
nection with  our  Eastern  relations,  namely,  what  are  the 
essential  and  inherent  conditions  attaching  to  all  Westcni 
diplomacy  in  the  East?  What  are  the  necessities  and 
exigencies  — with  our  will,  or  against  it  — which  govern 
our  action  ? Lastly,  what  are  the  limits  within  which 
we  may  reasonably  look  for  success  in  our  efforts  to 
amalgamate  two  conflicting  civilisations,  and  open  new 
markets  for  our  manufactures,  without  resort  to  force,  or 
coercive  means  of  any  kind?  While  discussing  these 
dehcate  questions,  I have  carefully  avoided  expressing 
any  opinion  of  my  own  as  to  the  pohcy  actually  to  be 
followed ; and  confined  myself  to  a statement  of  the 
probable  or  inevitable  conditions  of  different  courses  of 
action  which  might  be  suggested,  as  matters  in  the 
abstract  perfectly  open  to  discussion.  In  my  position  it 
is  not  for  me  either  to  prescribe  or  to  advocate  in  these 
pages  a particidar  policy.  My  business  is  to  afford  the 
best  information  in  my  power,  and  in  office  to  carry 
out  such  instructions  as  I may  receive. 

With  the  details  of  my  daily  life,  and  the  leading  events 
which  marked  the  first  three  years  of  a permanent  Lega- 
tion in  the  capital  of  the  Tycoon,  you  will  see  I have 
mingled  illustrations  of  the  life,  manners,  and  customs  of 
the  Japanese  of  all  classes  — from  the  Feudal  Prince  with 


Digitized  by  Google 


Xll 


PREFACE. 


his  two-swordc‘(l  henclimeu  and  retainers,  to  the  humble 
and  peace-loving  peasant.  With  many  of  these  I came 
more  or  le.ss  constantly  in  contact,  and  sometimes  imder 
unlooked-for  and  striking  circumstances.  The  relations 
between  the  different  chisses  was  always  a subject  of 
great  interest  to  me,  and  in  my  journeys  through 
the  interior  I had  many  opportunities,  not  otherwi.se 
attahiable,  of  studying  them  with  advantage.  I trust, 
therefore,  the  work  upon  the  whole  is  not  likely  to  dis- 
appoint any  reader  who  seeks  infonnation  on  the  character 
of  the  people,  their  daily  life,  manners  and  customs.  And 
as  gi\dng  many  curious  glimpses  of  the  working  of  their 
laws,  their  pecuhar  system  of  goveraraent  and  a masked 
policy,  something  of  interest  may  also  be  found.  In  so  far 
as  these  are  time  revelations  they  cannot  well  fail  to  be 
acceptable  to  many.  To  you  it  will  be  readily  enough 
apparent,  that  I have  sought  especially  to  lay  bare  the 
inherent  difficulties  under  which  all  commercial  and 
diplomatic  relations  with  the  far  East,  for  many  years  to 
come  at  least,  must  be  maintained,  if  maintained  at  all ; 
and  the  risks  to  be  encountered  in  any  efforts  to  open 
new  markets  in  these  regions.  On  this  peart  of  the  subject 
exact  information  has  long  been  much  needed.  !Mor  do 
I think  any  Government  can  lose  by  the  truth  being 
known.  Neither  the  Japanese  Government,  which  may 
seem  the  most  damaged  by  these  expositions  of  their 
habitual  course  (founded,  as  I believe,  in  partial  igno- 
rance of  certain  immutable  conditions)  fraught  with 
danger  to  them  and  to  us, — nor  Her  Majesty’s  Govern- 
ment, which  (in  equal  ignorance  of  tho.se  same  inevitable  * 
and  inseparable  conditions)  is  sometimes  expected  or 
required  to  effect  impossibilities.  There  will  always  be 
pressure  upon  any  government  of  the  day  in  a manu- 
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factiiring  country  like  ours,  to  open  new  markets  and 
impose  new  treaties  upon  Eastern  races  ; while,  on  the 
other  hand,  there  AviU  also  be  a strong  pressure,  from 
motives  of  economy  and  pliilanthropy,  either  separate  or 
combined,  to  keep  the  peace  and  avoid  Eastern  complica- 
tions. Can  both  these  objects  be  reconciled,  or  are 
they  wholly  and  absolutely  incompatible?  That  is  a 
question  which  it  behoves  aU.  parties  to  answer  rightly 
and  with  full  knowledge.  Governments  are  often  made 
responsible  for  results  which  no  government  in  the 
world  can  prevent.  This  is  especially  true  in  regard  to 
the  relations  of  Western  with  Eastern  Powers;  and  if 
the  natural  causes  at  work  were  better  understood,  or 
the  laws  which  govern  them,  there  would  not  only 
be  less  chance  of  mjustice,  but  very  much  less  disappoint- 
ment. Perhaps,  too,  less  eagerness  for  Treaty  relations 
with  Eastern  races,  wholly  unprepared  to  enter  into 
them  in  any  spirit  of  reciprocity  and  goodwill.  But 
to  exercise  any  good  influence  in  this  direction,  beneficial 
alike  to  governments  and  subjects,  it  was  obviously  neces- 
sary to  state  the  truth  in  sufficient  fullness  and  detail 
to  carry  conviction,  as  well  as  to  give  needful  informa- 
tion. There  is  in  truth  no  alternative  between  this  and 
saying  nothing.  Any  partial,  mutilated,  or  half-state- 
ments of  the  real  state  of  affairs,  and  the  influences  in 
operation,  would  be  worse  than  none  at  all ; — because, 
while  there  woidd  be  a pretence  of  giving  information, 
the  account  so  given  could  only  tend  to  mislead.  I have 
told  all  I thought  necessary,  therefore,  without  a doubt 
as  to  the  benefit  such  true  knowledge  of  Eastern  politics 
and  conditions  of  intercourse  is  calculated  to  bring  in  its 
train  ; — and  without  fear,  I ^vill  add,  of  being  held  cen- 
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surable,  for  clearing  the  way  to  a better  appreciation  of 
the  difficulties  inherent  in,  and  inseparable  from  all 
political  and  commercial  relations  with  Eastern  tribes 
and  potentates.  Both  the  nations  and  their  Eulers  have 
as  yet  everything  to  learn  of  the  principles  which  govern 
relations  between  Western  Powers,  and  are  apt  to  make 
very  sad  blunders  — sad  in  their  immediate  consequences 
to  them  and  to  us  — while  learning  their  lesson  and 
gaining  some  faint  notion  of  the  first  principles  of  interna- 
tional law.  Public  opinion  in  a country  constitutionally 
governed  as  this  is,  must  always  be  felt,  and  exercise  a 
strong  influence  on  any  government  in  power ; it  is  the 
more  necessary,  therefore,  that  it  should  be  a right  opinion, 
enlightened  and  guided  by  knowledge,  and  not  a blind 
judgement  based  upon  ignorance  or  misapprehension. 
The  actual  existence  of  danger  and  risk  of  collision, 
wherever  there  is  intercourse  established  between  the 
East  and  West, — and  whatever  may  be  the  desire  for 
peace  on  the  part  of  European  Governments  or  the  efforts 
of  their  Eepresentatives  on  the  spot, — is  only  beginning 
to  be  recognised ; while  many  still  doubt  the  fact, 
and  are  disposed  to  lay  all  such  untoward  complications 
at  the  door  of  the  agents  employed.  If  I succeed  in 
removing  some  erroneous  impreasions  under  this  head, 
and  in  giving  more  full  and  authentic  information  as  to 
the  present  state  of  Japan  than  has  hitherto  been  attain- 
able, I shall  be  well  content ; for  with  this  object  princi- 
pally I sat  down  to  write. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  tell  you,  that  this  has 
no  pretension  whatever  to  be  considered  an  exhaustive 
book  on  Japan,  Not  only  would  such  a work  in  my 
opinion  be  unavoidably  tedious,  but  I have  a perfect  con- 
viction no  foreigner  is  yet,  or  wiU  be  for  many  years  to 
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come,  in  a position  to  write  it.  Nevertheless,  having 
had  better  opportunities  of  observation  than  anyone, 
perhaps,  since  the  Portuguese  and  Spaniards  wandered  at 
large  through  the  Empire, — and  travelled  and  seen  more 
with  my  owm  eyes,  I may,  without  much  presumption, 
hope  to  have  something  to  communicate  that  shall  be 
both  new  and  true  of  the  people  of  Japan,  — of  their 
language  and  habits,  as  well  as  their  political  and  social 
condition. 

Although  I had  long  forsworn  all  regular  journalising, 
yet  on  my  arrival  in  Japan,  conscious  how  impressions 
fade,  and  opinions  change ; and  how  impossible  it  often 
becomes  in  after  years  to  retrace  and  compare  them,  as 
aids  to  a final  judgement,  I began  and  continued  from 
day  to  day,  as  circumstances  presented  themselves  seem- 
ingly worthy  of  attention,  to  make  certain  fragmentary 
notes  of  men  and  things  during  my  long  residence  in  the 
capital  and  my  several  journeys  and  voyages.  I was 
not,  therefore,  without  a rough  chart  of  the  road  I had 
traversed,  and  landmarks  jotted  down  on  the  spot,  fresh 
with  the  impress  of  the  hour. 

Many  of  these  brief  and  informal  records  of  things  or 
events  I found  on  looking  back,  were  much  more  preg- 
nant of  suggestion  than  they  had  appeared  at  the  time, 
and  calculated  incidentally  to  throw  a reflected  light  on 
Japanese  character  and  institutions.  It  has  been  my 
purpose,  therefore,  to  preserv’e  as  far  as  possible  these 
first  impressions,  and  unstudied  touches  of  the  pencil, 
wth  such  corrections  and  amplifications  only,  as  later 
experience  and  fuller  knowledge  may  have  enabled  me 
to  supply.  For  this  reason  principally,  I resolved  to 
give  any  book  I should  write  the  form  of  a narrative, 
and  arrange  in  chronological  order  my  residence  and  its 
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experiences.  If  this  has  some  disadvantages  to  those 
who  would  desire  a more  S3"stematic  and  scientific  treatise 
on  the  History,  Government,  and  Institutions  of  Japan,  it 
has  the  advantage  of  imparting  something  of  a living,  if 
not  a personal,  interest  to  the  whole. 

The  narrative  I have  given  would  have  a certain  interest, 
I conceive,  if  aU  other  were  wanting,  as  a contrast  to  the 
pleasant  and  amusing  account  furirished  by  Mr.  Oliphant 
of  Lord  Elgin’s  mission ; and  to  that  previously  suppUed 
by  Commodore  Perry’s  expedition.  Both  sides  of  the 
medal  give  important  revelations.  The  history  of  the 
Extraordinary  Missions  show  the  Japanese  rulers  under 
the  pressure  of  a sudden  danger  and  emergency  for  which 
they  felt  fully  unprepared.  Submission  to  the  exigencies 
of  Western  Powers,  wliich  some  inexorable  fate  seemed 
to  have  let  slip  upon  their  devoted  country ; or  resistance 
with  arms  m their  hands,  seemed  the  only  alternatives. 
The  Japanese  did,  under  these  cu’cuinstances,  what  almost 
every  Eastern  race  has  done  in  presence  of  a superior 
force.  They  negotiated  and  treated,  because  they  felt 
unprepared  to  fight.  They  smiled  and  dissimidated,  em- 
ploying their  utmost  skill  to  give  as  little  as  possible ; and 
reserving  to  themselves  the  fidl  right  hereafter  of  nullifying 
all  they  might  feel  compelled  for  the  time  to  surrender. 
The  Foreign  negotiators  went  away  well  pleased  with  their 
easy  victories.  The  Japanese  Plenipotentiaries  retired  in 
disgrace ; — while  their  successors  in  the  Government 
deeply  meditated,  in  the  interval  before  the  arrival  of  the 
permanent  Legations,  upon  a policy  of  negation,  accepting 
the  letter,  but  determined  on  resistance  a I'outi-ance  to 
the  spirit  of  the  treaties.  It  naturally  followed  that  the 
Diplomatic  Agents  first  appointed  to  take  up  their  re- 
sidence in  the  capital,  were  beset  with  difficulties,  dangers, 
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!!«  and  disappointments  from  the  hour  of  their  arrival. 

iiH  Tlieir  predecessors,  the  Ambassadors  Extraordinary,  had 
0,  ii  only  to  extort  certain  privileges  on  paper ; it  was  the  busi- 

ness  of  the  resident  Ministers  to  make  of  these  paper-con- 
cessions  realities — practical,  every-day  realities.  As  this 
fct.  was  the  very  thing  the  Eulers  of  the  country  had  deter- 
mined  to  prevent,  it  cannot  be  matter  of  wonder  that  there 
ml  was  not,  and  never  could  be,  any  real  accord,  whatever 
the  outward  professions  of  good  faith  and  amity.  Hence 
le  also  it  naturally  followed  that,  although  the  original 
le  negotiators  were  received  with  smiles,  and  their  path  was 

T strewn  with  flowers ; their  successors  had  only  the 

i poisoned  chalice  held  to  their  lips,  thorns  in  their  path, 

i and  the  scowl  of  the  two-sworded  bravos  and  Samourai 

1 to  welcome  them,  whenever  they  ventured  to  leave  their 
gates  — while  the  assassin  haunted  their  steps,  and  broke 
their  rest  in  the  still  hours  of  the  night,  with  fell  intent 
to  massacre  a whole  Legation. 

No  wonder  two  authorities  sodiflerently  placed  should 
see  Japan  from  diflerent  points  of  view  and  in  a wholly 
difi'erent  light ! The  history  of  the  first  permanent  Legations 
was  needful  to  complete  and  give  the  true  interpretation 
to  that  of  the  first  special  Embassies.  And  this  I have 
endeavoured  to  give,  faithfully  and  candidly,  in  the  fol- 
lowing chapters.  The  French  have  a whole  class  of  litera- 
ture entitled  ‘ Memoires  pour  servir  a Vhistoire,'  which, 
without  aiming  at  the  gravity  and  authority  of  history, 
furnishes  nevertheless  the  most  valuable  materials  for  it. 
In  this  category  I would  place  my  narrative  of  a three 
years’  experience  in  Japan.  It  has  been  said  that  ‘ the 
experiment,  now  on  its  trial,  of  allowing  a free  circulation 
of  the  European  within  the  frontier  which  for  the  last 
two  hundred  years  has  been  steadily  barred  against  all 
voL.  I.  a 
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intrusive  strangers  whatsoever,  is  in  its  circumstances  one 
of  the  most  singular  in  the  known  history  of  the  world.’ 
To  a certain  extent  undoubtedly  it  may  be  so  con- 
sidered. But  it  will  only  prove  either  interesting  or  in- 
structive in  so  far  as  the  true  details  of  the  experiment 
are  known,  and  these  could  only  be  given  by  a narration 
of  the  events,  day  by  day,  which  marked  the  unceas- 
ing struggle  between  Western  diplomacy  and  Eastern 
policy.  Nor  could  it  have  answered  any  useful  purpose 
to  have  deferred  this  until  all  the  present  actors  were  in 
their  graves.  On  the  contrary,  it  must  be  obvious  that 
any  object  of  utility  could  only  be  attained  by  giving  the 
information  at  once. 

Again  it  has  been  observed,  that  those  who  live  in  the 
nineteenth  century  are  familiar  ‘ with  the  difficulties  of 
fusing  into  a harmonious  coexistence  the  progressive  de- 
velopement  of  an  inferior  people,  and  the  immediate  in- 
terests of  a superior,  where  an  obviously  higher  and  lower 
phase  of  civilisation  intersect  each  other.’  Whether  our 
civilisation  is  so  imdoubtedly  higher,  and  in  what  degree,  I 
have  seriously  examined  in  the  Chapter  devoted  to  the 
‘ Civihsation  of  the  Japanese,’ — and  perhaps  the  conclu- 
sions to  which  I have  been  led  may  be  little  in  accordance 
with  some  stereotyped  notions  of  what  the  actual  civilisa- 
tion of  Europe  is; — as  well  as  of  the  feasibility  of  tlie 
undertaking  to  effect  any  fusion  with  the  East  in  a 
single  generation  or  by  exclusively  peaceable  means.  But 
I have  given,  with  a conscientiousness  of  inquiry  and 
amount  of  detail,  which,  I fear,  may  be  tedious  to  many, 
the  various  grounds  for  my  opinion ; and  am  thus  con- 
tent to  leave  both  questions  to  all  who  choose  to  give 
the  requisite  attention  for  their  impartial  investigation. 
Whatever  may  be  the  relative  merits  and  rank  of  the 
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two  civilisations  there  can  be  no  question  that  we  are  tlie 
stronger  race  — stronger  in  all  the  means  and  appliances 
of  science  and  war.  And  if  we  fall  into  active  antagonism, 
of  which  tliere  has  been  a constant  danger,  despite  the 
best  efforts  of  European  Diplomacy  to  avert  it  as  a great 
national  calamity,  there  can  be  just  as  little  doubt  that 
the  Japanese  would  be  over-matched  and  vanquished. 
But  yet,  under  the  simple  relation  of  conquered  and  con- 
querors, looking  to  the  difference  of  race  and  character, 
and  the  striking  contrast  in  purpose,  mental  constitution, 
and  appreciation  of  each  other — the  struggle  once  over 
there  could  be  no  possible  /vision.  The  attraction  would 
seem  to  be  wanting,  j)owcrful  enough  to  blend  in  cohesion 
the  elements  on  which  a mixed  or  amalgamated  civilisation 
could  be  based.  We  cannot  hope  or  desire  to  absorb 
their  civilisation  as  the  Spaniards  did  that  of  the  ilexicans. 
There  seems  as  little  hope  of  their  spontaneously  fusing 
into  their  own,  such  of  the  elements  of  ours  as  might  best 
combine  with  it.  Failing  these,  we  are  left  face  to  face 
with  an  insoluble  problem,  involving  the  welfare  and  the 
destinies  of  a nation  of  thirty  millions  of  as  industrious, 
kindly,  and  well-disposed  people  as  any  in  the  world. 
Towards  the  solution,  I bring  only  such  data  as  years  of 
constant  effort  in  the  midst  of  all  the  conflicting  forces  could 
supply.  Time,  the  great  solver  of  all  riddles,  is  needed  to 
come  to  our  aid.  But  as  the  record  of  a novel  experience, 
throwing  some  light  on  the  difficulties  and  dangers  which 
beset  all  attempts  to  enter  into  new  relations  with  an 
isolated  Eastern  race,  I trust  it  may  be  read  with  some 
interest.  More  especially  is  the  field  new,  because 
with  the  Japanese  Ave  take  a step  backward  some  ten 
centuries,  to  live  over  again  the  Feudal  days.  We  read 
our  own  past  in  Japanese  history.  Feudalism,  so  seem- 
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ingly  after  time  and  out  of  place,  is  here,  with  sufficient 
identity  and  analogy  in  all  its  leading  features  to  make 
the  coincidence  striking ; andyetwth  sufficient  divergence 
to  make  its  study  in  this  Eastern  phase  deeply  interesting. 
Perhaps  the  following  pages  may  suggest  some  useful 
reflections  as  to  how  the  dangers  incident  to,  and  appa- 
rently inseparable  from,  such  an  experiment  a.s  we  are  now 
engaged  in,  may  be  best  encountered.  In  any  case  it 
will  be  seen  Feudalism  lies  full  in  our  path.  We  must 
either  conciliate  it — or  hold  our  own  against  its  most 
hostile  efforts. 

I would  gladly  have  given  a full  and  complete  liistory 
of  the  Japane.se  Empire,  and  its  internal  organisation,  but 
I feel  — perhaps  more  strongly  in  consequence  of  my 
favoured  position  in  the  country — how  difficult,  not  to  sfiy 
impossible,  it  must  be  with  only  such  o])portunities  of  obser- 
vation as  Europeans  have  hitherto  enjoyed,  to  accomplish 
such  an  object.  It  has  been  said  that  ‘ it  is  the  homes  of  a 
people  that  shape  and  mould  the  character  of  a nation’ — 
and  I believe  it : but  if  so,  what  can  we  know  of  the 
homes  of  the  Japanese  ? Of  the  lower  classes  we  see 
something,  since  their  homes  are  all  more  or  less  open 
to  the  street.  In  their  daily  habits  and  mode  of  life,  there 
can  be  very  little  of  mystery  or  secrecy.  But  of  the  higher 
classes,  who  has  ever  seen  an  interior  ? Such  is  the  rigid 
rule  of  a jealous  oligarchy,  headed  by  a nominally  de- 
spotic sovereign,  that  the  Daimios  may  not  even  visit  each 
other ; as  tlie  Ministers  one  day  took  occasion  to  assure 
me  in  reference  to  those  who  sat  side  by  side  with  them 
in  the  presence  chamber.  Friends  and  colleagues  though 
they  were,  they  might  not  cross  each  other’s  threshold  — 
not  being  blood  relations.  Wliether  anything  in  the  shape 
of  domesticity  therefore  exists  — w'hcther  there  are  living 
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springs  of  thought,  or  elements  of  progress  and  elevation 
in  their  homes  — who  can  say?  Are  the  home  influences 
purifying  or  demoralising  ? Are  the  relations  of  husband 
and  Avife,  brother  and  sister,  such  as  we  know  tliem 
in  Europe  ? Wlio  is  in  a position  to  offer  anything  more 
than  a guess  ? It  has  been  said  of  the  Moslem  that  ‘ he 
has  no  home,  no  real  relationship  of  father  and  mothei’, 
son  and  daughter,  as  Ave  understand  such  ties:  the  harem 
is  a stye,  woman  a mere  animal,  and  man  but  the  sensual 
proprietor  of  both ; Avhile  the  children  are  a miserable 
litter.’  Is  this  a fair  picture  of  a Japanese  establishment 
also?  Probably  not.  We  see  and  knoAv  much  that  leads 
us  to  conclude  something  difierent  and  better  exists : but 
Avhat  that  something  is,  must  be  very  much  a matter 
of  guess,  founded  upon  inference  from  the  few  facts  that 
Ave  do  knoAv.  Yet  all  this  is  vastly  more  important  and 
more  interesting  in  reference  to  their  place  in  the  family  of 
nations,  their  civilisation  and  future  prospects,  than  any 
frameAA’ork  of  government  and  public  administration.  As 
much  more  important  as  the  groAvth  and  developement  of 
internal  organisation  and  condititjns  of  being  in  plants  or 
animfds,  is  of  greater  consequence  than  mere  exteniid 
fonus.  The  home  relations  are  mainly  the  product  of  in- 
fluences developed  under  their  oAvn  roof-tree,  Avhich  no 
forms  of  government  can  materially  or  permanently  control. 
MHiether  the  same  may  Avith  equal  tnith  be  said  of  any 
foreign  importation  of  ideas,  or  how  for  these  may  be 
capable  of  materially  affecting  the  mental  constitution 
and  social  relations  of  a people,  in  a fcAv  years  or  a 
single  generation,  may  be  a question.  The  Japanese 
Eulers  evidently  have  already  considered  it,  and  arrived 
at  a decision  in  the  affirmative.  Hence  one  great  cause  of 
implaaible  hostility.  They  see  in  this  introduction  of 
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foreign  ideas  a leaven,  a cause  of  fermentation,  and  a 
germ  of  revolution. 

In  looking  to  the  future  of  the  Japanese  Empire,  and 
our  relations  with  the  people,  it  behoves  us  above  all 
things,  I conceive,  to  obtain  a knowledge  of  the  more  in- 
timate family  relations  existing  among  them.  And  after 
that,  it  imports  us  no  less  to  know  the  true  character  of 
the  existing  feudalism.  The  relations  between  the  serf  and 
his  feudal  chief,  and  of  both  these  to  the  suzerain  and 
executive  government,  which  in  Japan  is  divided  and 
strangely  duplicated,  are  no  less  needed.  These  are  the 
keys  wherewith  to  unlock  the  mysteries  of  their  policy,  and 
the  secret  of  their  vitality  as  a nation.  Wlien  we  can 
really  know  what  they  now  are,  not  in  mere  outward 
lineaments,  but  in  their  whole  being,  habits  of  thought 
and  principles  of  action,  we  shall  be  better  able  to 
form  a correct  opinion  as  to  what  they  are  likely  to 
become,  in  one  or  several  generations  from  the  present 
time.  Whether  there  be  any  germs  of  a vigorous  growth 
in  their  cities,  any  cradle  for  a new  and  more  advanced 
race  in  their  homesteads : — any  moral  stimulants  existing 
among  tlie  masses  which  may  waken  up  a new  life,  and 
give  a greater  impetus  to  the  energies  of  the  many,  in 
the  direction  of  a higher  and  more  progressive  ci\  ilisation 
— these  are  the  questions  which  constantly  recur  to  the 
mind  of  a patient  observer,  and  press  upon  him  for  answer, 
long  before  he  sees  any  means  of  arriving  at  sullicient 
data,  whereon  to  found  a conclusion. 

I have  scnipulously  endeavoured  to  write  my  own 
thoughts,  without  reference  to  what  may  have  been 
said  by  otliers  on  the  .same  subject  before.  In  tlie 
illustrations  alone,  I have  freely  borrowed,  and  when  my 
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own  sketch-book  failed  to  meet  the  want  of  the  hour,  I 
turned  to  tlie  portfolios  of  my  friends,  and  sometimes  to 
their  photographic  labours ; but  these,  also,  in  so  for  as 
the  public  are  concerned,  are  entirely  new  and  original, 
and  were  all  taken  on  the  spot,  under  my  own  eye. 
Some  of  these,  from  the  pencil  of  Mr.  Wergman,  have  a 
merit  peculiarly  their  own,  both  in  artLstic  treatment  and 
fidehty ; and  for  the  admirable  manner  in  which  they  have 
been  reproduced,  both  on  stone  and  wood  — on  the  latter 
more  especially,  scattered,  as  these  are,  through  both 
volumes  in  great  number,  I feel  especially  indebted  to 
Mr.  Pearson.  The  facsimiles  of  numerous  Japanese  wood- 
cuts  which  I placed  in  his  hands,  could  hardly  be  sur- 
p<a.ssed  in  fidelity  and  cflect. 

With  these  preliminary  remarks,  which  will  at  least 
have  answered  the  purpose  of  preparing  you  for  some  of 
the  information,  and  many  of  the  views  to  be  found  in 
the  following  pages, — and,  perhaps,  of  saving  the  reader 
from  disappointment  at  the  absence  of  many  things  I do 
not  pretend  to  give,  I leave  the  book,  such  as  it  is,  to 
your  judgement,  and  to  that  of  the  public  for  whom  it 
was  written.  It  has  been  undertaken  in  the  hope  of 
supplying  information  not  easily  obtained,  but  very 
necessarj’  to  any  right  appreciation  of  the  relations  of 
Europe  with  the  eastern  half  of  Asia  — with  China  and 
Japan  more  especially.  And  the  present  state  as  well  as 
the  future  prospects  of  both  countries  in  connection  with 
the  West  have  become,  within  the  last  few  years, 
subjects  of  such  importance  to  the  British  Empire,  in 
connection  with  both  trade  and  revenue,  that  no  exact 
infonnation  can  well  be  unacccptiible.  On  these  sub- 
jects I shall  find  in  you  a competent  judge,  and  a critic 
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neither  blinded  by  hostility  nor  biassed  by  partiality — 
and  to  such  the  book  is  in  all  sincerity  addressed.  In 
the  hope,  that  its  perusal  may  not  be  wholly  without 
pleasure  or  profit,  believe  me. 

My  dear  Sir  John, 

Very  faithfully  yours, 

Rutuerford  Alcock. 

Lokdok  : January  21,  1863. 
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THREE  YEARS’  RESIDENCE  IN  JAPAN. 


CHAPTER  I. 

FROM  CHINA  TO  JAPAN. 

PREVISIONS  AND  PREPARATIONS A GLANCE  AT  CANTON HONG- 
KONG AND  MACAOf  WITH  THEIR  CONTRASTED  DESTINIES 

SHANGHAE THE  YANGTZE  AND  THE  CHINESE  EMPIRE — THE  PAST 

AND  THE  FUTURE. 

IN  consequence  of  the  treaty  entered  into  with  tlic 
government  of  the  Tycoon  by  the  Earl  of  Elgin  in 
1858,  it  became  necessary  to  establish  a permanent 
di]ilomatic  mission  in  Japan ; and  it  was  yet  early  in  the 
spring  of  the  following  year  when  I received,  at  Canton, 
the  first  intimation  of  my  appointment  as  its  head.  To 
me,  as  to  the  rest  of  the  world  probably  at  this  period, 
Japan  was  all  but  a ten'a  incognita.  No  very  definite 
ideas,  indeed,  could  well  be  attached  to  a country  so 
long  and  so  completely  isolated.  Time  and  distance  had 
done  much  to  efface  the  memory  of  whatever  had  once 
been  learned  by  personal  observation,  of  a people  who 
for  the  last  three  centuries  had  resolutely  shut  their  doors, 
not  only  in  their  neighbours’  faces,  but  ou  all  mankind. 
Even  in  China,  separated  only  by  a nan-ow  sea  wliicli 
VOL.  I.  II 
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steamers  now  cross  in  three  days,  little  that  was  either 
positive  or  accurate  could  be  learned.  In  184G,  when 
residing  at  Foochow,  a port  which  every  alternate  year 
received  a junk  fi'om  the  Loochoo  Islands,  a dependency 
of  Japan,  I endeavoured  to  get  into  communication 
■with  the  natives  who  came  over  in  it.  Neither  my 
ofiicial  position  nor  personal  efforts  availed,  however.  The 
pohey  of  both  races — Chinese  and  Japanese — to  exclude 
and  avoid  the  foreigner,  was  too  perfectly  in  accord  to 
allow  of  success.  And  these  were  the  people  I was  now 
destined  to  live  among ! Nearly  lost  in  the  haze  of  a dis- 
tant horizon,  Japan,  if  not  wholly  forgotten,  had  become 
invested  with  a sort  of  traditional  and  mythic  character. 
The  quaint  phraseology  of  the  early  English  navigators,  as 
stereotyped  by  Purchas,  in  which  tlie  first  narratives  of 
voyages  to  Japan  and  things  Japanese  are  written,  had 
given  a mediaeval  colouring  to  all  our  knowledge  of  the 
country  and  the  people.  Nor  was  this  much  affected  by 
the  more  lively  descriptions,  and  easy  flowing  lUilian  of 
the  noble  Venetian,  Marco  Paolo ; the  solace  of  whose 
prison  hours  in  Genoa  was  to  recount  to  his  visitom 
all  the  wonders  he  had  seen  and  heard  of  at  the  com  t of 
Genghis  Klian  ; and  among  the  latter  were  these  ‘ Isles 
washed  by  stormy  seas  — and  abounding  in  gold  and 
pearls.’  But  Marco  Millione  (a  title  which  the  marvellous 
nature  of  his  stories  earned  him  among  his  countrymen), 
was,  in  regard  to  Japan,  only  a narrator  of  what  he  had 
’ heard  from  the  Chinese ; and  the  account  taken  down 
from  his  dictation  by  one  of  his  friends,  did  not  appear 
in  print  for  nearly  two  centuries  after  his  death.  Mendez 
PinU"),  who  wrote  much  later  of  wdiat  he  had  seen  (or  said 
he  had  seen),  when  he  gave  his  adventures  to  the  world 
in  Portuguese,  found  no  translator,  in  those  days  at  least, 
nor  since  that  I am  aware  of.  One  of  the  earliest  who 
followed  in  the  track  of  Vasco  da  Gama  round  the  Cape, 
he  was  cast  on  the  shores  of  Japiui  by  sti  ess  of  weather, 
and  had  to  make  out  the  best  story  he  could  of  his  past 
history  and  pursuits.  Merchant,  pirate,  or  fihbuster,  by 
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turns,  and  as  occasion  served,  be  appears  to  have  found  it 
by  no  means  an  easy  task  to  get  himself  accepted  by  his  " 
hosts  as  an  honest  trader.  But  he  found  materials  enougli 
while  on  the  Chinese  and  Jaj)anese  coasts,  with  the  aid 
of  a little  invention  perhaps,  for  a large  folio,  which  I 
remember  disinterring  from  the  back  shop  of  an  old  book 
collector  in  Lisbon,  more  than  twenty  years  before  my 
departure  for  the  East.  Some  of  it  I read  at  the  time 
in  the  original,  httle  dreaming  I should  ever  visit  the 
place  tliis  ‘ Prince  of  ham  ’ * invested  with  such  strange 
features  and  peculiarities.  By  a no  less  strange  com- 
cidence,  my  Japanese  education  had  been  continued  many 
years  later  when  an  occasional  visitor  at  the  Monasteiy  of 
Sicaicei  near  Shanghai,  by  a fragmentary  course  of  the 
‘ Japanese  Martyrs  ’ — such  being  the  title*  of  one  of  the 
pious  works,  which,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  order, 
are  always  read  aloud  by  a member  of  the  fraternity  during 
chnner.  How  httle  we  are  aware  to  what  future  use  know- 
ledge picked  up  in  the  most  fortuitous  way  may  be  ap- 
plied! From  these  various  soimces,  materials  had  been 
casually  got  together  for  the  dissolving  views  wliich  rapidly 
flitted  before  my  mental  vision  as  I lield  the  despatch  in 
my  hand,  consigning  me  to  a new  place  of  exile.  My 
first  attempts  to  reahse  the  future  before  me, — the  country 
and  the  people  with  whom  my  lot  was  cast,  were  not,  it 
must  be  confessed,  very  successful.  Tlie  series  of  con- 
tributors to  the  sum  of  all  European  knowledge  of 
Japan,  of  later  date  than  those  just  enumerated, — were 
not  altogether  excluded  either.  Ka;mpfer,  Thunberg,  and 
others  (from  whose  works  all  recent  attempts  to  describe 
the  Japanese,  or  their  country  and  institutions,  have 
chiefly  been  compiled),  passed  in  rapid  review.  But  my 
knowledge  of  them  was  probably  too  slight  to  be  of 
much  use ; and  though  compelled  to  make  an  appear- 
ance,— they  came  and  went  like  flitting  shadows.  The 

• So  Congreve  etylee  him,  with  douhtfiil  justice;  for  although  he  may 
have  romanced  about  liimself,  there  i.s  reason  to  believe  he  told  much  that 
was  true  of  the  strange  people  he  was  cast  among. 
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only  positive  impression  obtained  by  tliis  sudden  dragging 
fortli  of  many  negatives,  long  put  away  in  the  dark 
chambers  of  the  brain;  — and  their  subjection  to  the 
strongest  light  1 could  brmg  to  bear  at  the  moment, 
was,  I think,  one — of  immeasurable  distance! 

A cluster  of  isles  appeared  on  the  farthest  verge  of  the 
horizon,  apparently  inhabited  by  a race  at  once  grotesque 
and  savage, — not  much  given  to  hospitahty,  and  rather 
addicted  to  martyrizing  strangers  of  whose  creed  they 
disapproved.  Thus  much  stood  out  tolerably  distinctly, 
but  little  else  that  was  tangible.  Severance  from  all 
social  ties,  isolation  from  one’s  kind,  and  a pariah  exist- 
ence, far  away  from  all  centres  of  civilisation, — far  beyond 
the  utmost  reach  of  railroad  or  telegraph, — came  much 
more  vividly  before  me ; and  in  Ecmbrandt  masses  of 
shade, — with  but  one  small  ray  of  light,  just  enough  to 
give  force  and  depth  to  the  whole, — a sense  of  duty,  a 
duty  that  must  be  done,  whether  pleasant  or  otherwise, 
and  about  which  there  wiis  no  choice.  What  a world  of 
anxiety  and  doubt  the  consciousness  of  this  saves  us ! 
Doubt  and  Suspense  are  the  great  corrodera  and  absorbents 
of  life.  A plain,  clear  path  to  follow,  however  r(3ugh  or 
thorn-strewn,  is  far  less  exhausting  and  tiydng  in  the  end, 
than  many  divergent  roads  — with  no  certainty  as  to  the 
right  one,  no  ruling  principle  for  guide,  and  no  definite 
goal  beyond. 

To  Japan  many  eyes  were  turning  at  this  moment, 
as  likely  to  furnish  a new  market  for  the  ever-increasing 
industrial  products  of  the  West.  Li  this  reopened  field 
for  aU  kuids  of  efforts  and  propagandisms, — Commercial, 
Political,  and  Eeligious, — five  Western  Powers  were  about 
to  engage.  The  United  States  of  America,  which  had 
led  the  way  by  their  two  treaties  of  1854  and  1858  ; 
Great  Britain,  France,  and  Eussia,  three  of  the  gi’eatest 
powers  of  the  old  world  by  land  and  sea ; and  Holland, 
the  long-lived  heir  of  the  past,  wete  ali'eady  on  the  spot, 
in  the  persons  of  divers  merchants  and  commercial  agents, 
waiting  at  Nagasaki,  and  eager  to  rush  in  as  soon  as  the 
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ports  were  opened.  IIow  this  sudden  influx  of  so  many 
nationalities  was  likely  to  be  regarded  by  tlie  long-isolated 
Japanese  rulers  could  only  be  matter  of  speculation. 
But  if  it  seemed  to  them  hke  the  opening  of  so  many 
flood-gates, — an  inundation  of  barbarians,  and  a menace 
of  destruction, — we  could  hardly  wonder. 

In  the  short  interval  before  me,  while  waiting  the  arrival 
from  Europe  of  several  members  of  the  Japanese  Consular 
establishment,  I found  abundant  occupation  in  getting 
furniture  made,  specially  adapted  to  resist  rough  usage  on 
the  deck  of  a man-of-war — where  it  was  sure  to  get  it, — 
to  go  into  the  smallest  possible  space,  in  order  to  get 
taken  at  all,  — and  yet  to  meet  all  the  innumerable 
wants  of  a large  establishment.  These  were  conditions 
not  very  easily  comphed  with  even  in  Canton,  where  a 
colony  of  carjienters  and  cabinet-makers  have  existed 
for  many  generations,  dependent  entirely  upon  tlie  de- 
mand created  by  foreigners  for  all  kinds  of  wants, — real 
and  fancied, — in  the  shape  of  furniture.  Long  as  the 
Cantonese,  however,  have  been  labouring  in  our  beludf, 
and  with  all  their  imitative  talent,  they  have  never  learnt 
to  make  a drawer  to  fit,  or  to  mortise  tlie  legs  of  a 
chair.  Kiiowing  their  weakness  in  this  respect,  I was  not 
much  surprised,  therefore,  on  landing  in  Japan  some  weeks 
later,  to  find,  — that  despite  aU  the  matting  and  packing, 
and  other  innumerable  precautions  taken,  my  chairs  were 
delivered  to  me  crippled  and  dilapidated,  so  as  to  present 
a most  deplorable  picture.  Broken-backed  and  maimed, 
witli  fractured  arms  and  dislocated  legs,  they  were 
fit  for  nothing,  unless  to  be  laid  up  at  Greemvich  or 
Chelsea,  as  relics  of  a voyage  to  Japan ! They  had  been 
stowed  away  in  the  cutter,  between  the  masts,  for  want 
of  room  ebewhere,  no  doubt  — a sort  of  thoroughfare  in 
bad  weather,  and  they  had  borne  the  traffic  badly;  — but 
this  is  to  anticipate. 

In  a moderately  short  time  I succeeded,  with  the  assist- 
ance of  ‘ Capo  ’ and  ‘ Ilopfo  ’ and  ‘ Iloicshing,'  with  sundiy 
others  of  the  caiiienters’  guild  enjoying  eqiudly  charac- 
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teristic  and  euphonious  uame.s,  in  getting  the  principal 
articles  of  furniture  deemed  most  essential  for  Europeans, 
ready  to  embark — for  a land  which  boasted  of  none.  I am 
not  sure  that  I did  not  sometimes  think  the  Japanese  wiser 
in  their  generation,  to  treat  all  such  things — beds,  tables, 
and  chairs,  as  supeidluities.  How  greatly,  for  example,  it 
would  simplify  the  question  of  marriages  on  limited  in- 
comes, by  striking  out  the  most  expemsive  item  of  a first 
establishment — the  upholsterer’s  bill!  To  say  nothing 
of  the  farther  and  permanent  advantage  of  diminishing 
household  work,  and  the  number  of  servants.  Not 
having  anived,  however,  at  such  perfect  simplicity  of 
life ; and  distrusting  the  wisdom  of  making  the  experiment, 
— of  sitting  on  my  heels,  and  eating  off  the  mats,  without 
preliminary  training, — I felt  obliged  to  undertake  all  the 
trouble  and  expense  of  a variety  of  rectangular . devices 
for  being  comfortable.  Bedsteads  and  mattresses,  that 
would  both  take  to  pieces ; tables  and  sofas,  cunningly 
contrived  to  caiTy  their  legs  horizontally  beneath  them ; 
‘What-nots’  that  collapsed  into  something  perfectly  flat 
and  inappreciable  in  bulk,  and  warranted  to  rise  story 
above  story  on  a touch,  like  the  children’s  ‘jack  in  a 
box,’ — all  deftly  put  together  in  solid  mahogany, — corded 
and  matted,  soon  filled  up  a large  space  in  the  entrance 
hall  of  the  hong  temporarily  occupied  as  a Consulate  in 
Canton.  What  would  I not  have  given  for  ready  access 
to  Herr  Oppenheimer  and  the  marvels  of  portable  fur- 
niture since  exhibited  in  the  International  Exhibition ! 

It  was  stiU  early  in  May  when  all  the  preparatory  ar- 
rangements were  completed  ; but  spring  had  passed,  and 
• a tropical  summer  was  upon  us.  The  last  few  days  before 
my  departure  from  Canton  had  brought  unmistakeable 
evidence  of  the  fact.  With‘  the  thermometer  standing 
in  the  bed-room  at  97°,  mosquitos  swarming  outside 
the  curtains, — and  too  often  withm,  sleep  is  a blessing 
which  comes  but  seldom,  and  is  never  sound  and  re- 
freshing. In  all  travels  in  the  East,  there  has  always 
seemed  to  me  a suppremo  veri  in  regard  to  these  Poisoners 
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of  the  human  race,  and  Destroyers  of  all  peace.  Who- 
ever sat  down  patiently  to  write  either  letter  or  book  in 
such  company  ? Not  content  with  sucking  the  blood  out 
of  your  veins,  they  pour  a venom  into  them,  throwing  the 
most  philosophic  into  a state  of  fever  and  irritation.  The 
heat  itself,  enervating  and  exhausting  as  it  is,  would 
be  ten  times  more  endurable  but  for  these  winged 
plagues.  The  very  noise  of  their  trumpet  becomes  so 
hateful,  that  the  bugle  soimding  the  advance  of  a line  of 
Zouave  sku’mishei’s  could  hardly  be  more  distracting,  or 
more  fatal  to  any  sense  of  repose  and  security.  And  like 
the  ‘ small  provocations  of  a bitter  tongue,’  the  longer  they 
continue,  and  the  oftener  they  are  repeated,  the  more 
intolerable  they  become!  It  is  hardly  fair  then,  in 
Eastern  travellers,  to  suppress,  as  they  almost  invariably 
do,  any  reference  to  this  greatest  of  small  miseries. 
With  the  exception  of  enlarged  Hvers  and  sudden  death, 
no  more  grievous  drawbacks  to  an  Eiistern  climate  can  be 
conceived. 

The  hour  of  departime  had  come.  The  sun  Avas  pour- 
ing a blaze  of  light  on  the  broad  waters  of  the  Pearl 
River,  as  they  swept  in  dangerous  eddies  past  the  rocks 
in  mid  stream,  and  reflected  in  broken  lines  the  ruined 
snburbs  of  Canton.  As  I stepped  on  board  the  steamer 
Avhich  was  to  convey  me  to  Hongkong,  the  scene  suggested 
many  thoughts  of  the  past. 

This  city,  once  the  pride  and  boast  of  the  southern 
Chinese,  was  still  in  the  occupation  of  the  ‘ Barbarian ; ’ 
while  roofless  houses  and  crumbling  walls,  with  Avindows 
like  eyeless  sockets,  told  a tale  of  Aveak  and  unavail- 
ing resistance.  And  even  in  that  hour  there  came 
steaming  up  the  river  a vessel,  with  the  British  ensign 
flying  half-mast,  — freighted  Avith  the  remains  of  the 
Viceroy  Avho  played  his  last  stake  at  Canton,  and  lost 
it.  Yeh  was  on  his  Avay  to  his  last  home  in  Chinese 
earth.  He  had  indeed  returned,  as  Lord  Stanley,  in 
the  House,  shortly  before  had  intimated  he  might ; but 
only  to  be  buried.  The  Fatalist’s  creed  had  ill  served  so 
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persevering  a votary,  and  so  staunch  a believer.  During 
the  long  soUtary  hoiu^  spent  in  a foreign  land,  did  he 
ever  pass  in  review  his  Canton  administration,  with  a doubt 
or  a question  in  his  mind  as  to  the  policy  or  the  wisdom 
of  his  course  ? As  far  as  can  be  learned,  the  idea  never 
suggested  itself  to  him  ; but  he  was  too  evidently  a re- 
served and  uncommunicative  man,  for  those  even  nearest 
him  to  know  what  might  be  in  his  thoughts.  Certain  it  is, 
he  died  and  gave  no  sign,  expressed  no  doubt ; and  to  all 
appearance,  was  undisturbed  by  any  regret  or  misgiving. 
Had  he  lived  to  come  back  (as  might  well  have  been,  for 
we  had  no  longer  any  object  in  keeping  him  away),  he 
would  have  seen  such  a changed  order  of  things  as  might 
have  roused  even  his  stolid  nature ; and  with  all  liis 
conceit  of  unapproachable  superiority,  and  his  nil 
admirari  habit,  given  rise  to  serious  reflections.  Not 
that  he  would  have  admired,  but  he  could  scarcely 
have  failed  to  be  surprised.  He  might  have  passed  in- 
cognito through  the  streets  of  the  great  and  busy  city 
which  he  had  so  lately  governed,  (trembling  often  le.st 
‘ braves  ’ from  without,  and  conspirators  within,  might 
snatch  it  from  his  grasp,)  and  have  seen  how  securely 
it  was  now  held  by  a handful  of  foreign  troops.  So  easily 
and  unconcernedly,  indeed,  that  from  street  to  street, 
a couple  of  marine  pohee,  armed  with  only  a switch,  kept 
perfect  order  ; and  a small  body  of  men  thus  employed, 
gave  security  to  all  the  bustling  throng  of  shop-keepers, 
streetrvendors,  and  still  more  numerous  purchasers. 
Their  occasional  presence  was  enough  ; and  in  this  city, 
which  no  foreigner  might  pollute  with  his  presence  a 
few  short  months  before,  Enghsh  and  French  — ofiicers, 
soldiers,  and  civilians  — on  horseback,  in  chairs,  and  on 
foot — ^were  circulating  through  the  streets  in  every  direc- 
tion, the  Chinaman  scarcely  looking  up  from  his  work  to 
notice  them  as  they  passed.  If  a coohe  meets  tliem,  his 
only  notice  is  the  removal  of  his  broad  bamboo  hat,  tliat 
it  may  not  incommode  the  foreigner.  Children  that 
used,  in  all  the  subm’bs,  to  be  taught  by  tlieir  elders  to 
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spit  out  terms  of  abuse,  the  gentlest  of  which  was 
‘ Fankwei  ’ or  ‘ foreign  devil,’  now  hail  the  humblest 
private  as  ^ Taipan  ’ or  ‘ chief,’  and  with  outstretched 
pahn,  sometimes  insinuate  that  a ‘ kumshaw,’  or  gratuity 
of  copper  cash,  would  be  by  no  means  disdained.  This, 
and  much  more,  — he  might  have  read,  marked,  and 
inwardly  digested.  A goodly  and  a pleasant  change  for 
the  better,  no  one  can  doubt,  whatever  diversity  of 
oj)inion  may  have  existed,  as  to  the  means  by  which  it 
was  brought  about. 

Clear  proof  indeed  was  furnished,  by  after  events,  that 
the  long-nurtimed  and  often-invoked  hostility  of  the  Cau- 
tone.se  Avas  entirely  of  factitious  growth,  due  exclusively  to 
the  machinations  of  the  Mandarins,  as  a part  of  the  policy 
of  the  Court  at  Pekin.  More  recent  occurrences  had  more- 
over showTi  that  the  high  officials  on  the  spot  would,  with- 
out scruple  or  hesitation,  venture  to  repeal,  within  their 
province,  the  ancient  and  most  time-honoured  laws  of  the 
empire — such  as  the  law  prohibiting  emigration — when- 
ever a necessity  for  such  action  beaime  apparent.  Thus 
the  admission  of  foreigners  into  the  city  of  Canton,  the 
ever-recurring  quoestio  vexata,  might  at  any  time  have  been 
granted  at  the  option  of  the  successive  Viceroys,  from 
Ke)dng  to  Yeh,  and  upon  their  own  authority,  if  they  had 
chosen  ; — all  their  protestations  ‘ to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing.’ And  if  this  had  been  done,  Yeh,  even  at  the  last 
hour,  might  have  averted  the  catastrophe  which  precipi- 
tated him  from  his  Viceroyalty,  and  sent  him  a prisoner  to 
die  in  the  hated  foreigner’s  land.  Governor  Peihkwei, 
Yeh’s  successor,  issued,  a short  time  before  my  departure, 
a proclamation  legalising  the  emigration  of  all  Chinese, 
Avilhng  to  enter  into  labour  contracts  for  foreign  colonies, 

• — and  the  whole  history  of  this  importiint  step  was  very 
instructive,  both  as  regarded  the  past  and  the  future.  The 
atrocities  perpetrated  by  the  Chinese  crimps  in  kidnapping  * 
by  fraud  and  violence  the  unwary,  wdth  a view  to  secure  . 
the  bonus  offered  by  shippers,  under  foreign  flags  (not 
British,  I lun  glad  to  say),  had  at  last  excited  in  the 
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whole  population  such  a feeling  of  alarm  and  exaspera- 
tion as  to  threaten  the  personal  security  of  the  officials, 
hitherto  so  supine ; and  endanger  the  peace  of  the  place 
by  an  uprising  of  the  populace.  Momentary  measures 
were  taken,  in  conjunction  with  the  allies,  to  seize  cer- 
tain receiving  vessels ; but  the  true  remedy,  provided 
under  gocxl  advice  by  the  Chinese  high  authorities,  was 
a proclamation  removing  at  once  the  ban  of  illegality 
on  emigration,  which  served  as  a pretext  for  these 
enormities. 

So,  it  may  be  inferred,  they  could  and  would  have 
removed  the  ban  on  our  entrance  into  Canton,  at  any 
time  during  the  fifteen  preceding  years,  if  steps  had  been 
taken  to  make  them  understand,  that  we  were  determined 
itshonldhe  removed,  in  accordance  with  treaties ; and  that 
the  alternative  was  certain  capture  and  military  occupa- 
tion of  the  city, — thus  shifting  the  pressure  and  the  vexa- 
tion, from  the  foreigners’  to  the  Mandarins’  shoulders. 
However,  as  regards  Canton,  the  knowledge  came  too  late, 
either  to  save  us  the  expense  of  costly  armaments,  or 
them  a great  destruction  of  property. 

Let  us  hope  permanent  good  has  come  of  so  much  tem- 
porary evil; — and  of  this  there  was  at  least  some  promise 
when  I took  my  departure.  Even  as  regarded  intercourse 
with  the  authorities,  there  was  little  evidence  of  ill-blood. 
Perhaps  the  facility  for  direct  and  personal  intercourse 
had  done  something  to  remove  both  the  prejudices  born 
of  long  isolation, — and  the  enmity  naturally  arising 
from  recent  collision.  A very"  unusual  demonstration  in- 
dicative of  changed  sentiments,  was  witnessed  on  my  leav- 
ing Canton.  When  the  steamer  passed  the  Custom-house, 
on  its  way  down  the  river,  a salute  was  fired  by  the  Chi- 
nese authorities,  with  a display  of  fireworks  and  crackers 
in  continuation,  (as  is  their  custom  when  they  wish  to  do 
honour),  telling  the  surrounding  population  of  the  new 
order  of  things  a British  Consul  left  behind  him.  A 
friendly  farewell  from  one  of  the  highest  officers  of  the 
province,  and  the  Chief  Superintendent  of  Maritime 
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Customs,  was,  indeed,  a novel  trait ; — and,  that  nothing 
might  be  wanting,  he  had  previously  sent  an  officer  on 
board,  with  his  card,  to  take  a ceremonious  leave,  and 
announce  the  intended  salute.  Three  years  ago,  this 
same  official  coidd  not  be  approached  by  a Foreign  consul ; 
— and  when  an  official  letter  might  be  answered,  if  at  all, 
was  a doubtful  question ! A great  step  in  the  way  of  pro- 
gress and  permanent  friendly  intercourse  had  undoubt- 
edly been  taken ; and  it  will  be  our  own  fault,  I think, 
if  that  which  has  once  been  gained  is  ever  entirely 
lost. 

The  personal  intercourse  I had  with  the  Hoppo,  and 
other  authorities,  on  my  return  from  Europe,  after  the 
capture  of  the  city,  had  been  frequent  and  satisfactory. 
If  a nuisance  had  to  be  abated  on  the  Honan  side  of 
the  river  (where  the  foreigners  were  located  after  the 
destruction  of  the  factories),  gambling-shops  to  be  closed, 
or  the  course  of  a canal  which  had  been  built  over  and 
made  into  a filthy  sewer  to  be  restored  — it  required 
but  a request,  and  it  was  done  at  once,  where  formerly 
all  the  power  of  Great  Britain  could  not  have  secured 
attention.  With  the  Hoppo  (the  Chief  of  the  Customs), 
notwithstanding  many  difficulties,  and  continued  evasion 
of  duties  by  Foreigners  and  Chinese  in  collusion,  some- 
thing hke  cordial  relations  existed ; not  very  sincere, 
perhaps, — not  without  a shade  of  duplicity,  and  the 
spirit  which  bends  to  circumstances  ; — but  w'e  have  no 
right  to  expect  miracles  to  be  wrought  in  our  favour  in 
China,  any  more  than  elsewhere. 

And  now  we  pass  the  Bogue  forts,  with  their  crumbled 
bastions  and  dismantled  walls ; recalling  the  solution  of 
a httle  ‘difficulty’  with  the  Americans,  not  with  us,  and  one 
which  carried  its  lesson  also  and  a moral  with  it.  While 
Yeh  had  his  hands  full  enough,  one  would  have  thought,  with 
the  British,  his  officers,  in  pure  wantonness,  or  stupidity, 
one  day  amused  themselves  by  practising  with  round  shot 
at  the  American  Commodore’s  boats,  as  they  passed  with 
their  flag  flying.  To  remonstrance  and  demand  for  ex- 
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jilanation  and  apology  nothing  but  Chinese  verbiage 
could  be  obtained  ; — ^until  the  Anieriaui  commander’s  pa- 
tience being  exliausted,  he  laid  his  ship’s  broadside  to  the 
batteries  and  dismantled  them.  Then  oidy  did  Yeh,  that 
able,  intelligent,  and  treaty-loving  official,  find  out  that 
his  people  ‘had  made  a mistake’;  and,  Avith  the  mingled 
inconsistency  and  insolence  which  only  a Chinese  man- 
darin ever  carried  to  such  perfection,  he  closed  his  apology 
by  coolly  proposing  that  the  Commodore  would  send  the 
‘flag  of  his  nation,  that  in  future  the  Chinese  officers 
might  know  and  be  able  to  recognise  it.’  This,  after  half 
a century’s  international  intercourse ! What  could  diplo- 
macy do  with  such  officials  as  these  ? — authorities  which 
never  yielded  to  argument  until  enforced  by  blows ; and 
obstinately  turned  a deaf  ear  to  all  remonstrances — not 
backed  by  the  logic  of  the  SAvord  ? 

From  the  Bogue  forts  to  Hongkong  is  but  four  hours’ 
steaming,  and  the  ‘ Williamette’  cleverly  threads  her  way 
through  a very  maze  of  boats  and  shipping,  without  col- 
lision or  accident ; her  great  bell  clanging  a deafening 
Avaming  to  the  market  and  shore  boats,  which  evince  the 
most  perverse  tendency  to  cross  the  boAvs  of  a steamer, 
Avith  scarce  a yard  to  spare.  Hoav  they  escape  seems  a 
mysterj',  but  they  do  escape  generally  ; and  the  anchor 
finally  brings  her  up  at  her  berth,  amidst  a rush  of  ‘ San- 
pans’and  boats  of  all  sizes  and  descriptions; — and  a mighty 
clamour  of  voices,  in  Avhich  the  shrill  pipes  of  the  women 
droAvn  the  bass  tones  of  their  male  competitors,  and  set  at 
defiance  all  efforts  of  the  men  to  be  heard  above  them.  To 
get  into  one  of  these  hundred  Sanpans  with  all  your  be- 
longings, is  truly  a service  of  danger  and  a trial  of  nerve. 
Half  a dozen  shai-p  prows  are  edged  in  contact  Avith  tlie 
companion-ladder, — or  thereabouts.  You  descend,  and  a 
moment’s  indecision  is  enough  to  cost  you  a ducking,  if 
not  yoim  life.  Nothing  but  a determined  spring  into  one 
can  save  you ; happy  even  then  if  no  treacherous  syren,  A\dth 
a grasp  of  iron,  seek  to  turn  you  into  her  oAvn  Avhich  lies 
to  the  right  or  to  the  left, — or  some  laggard,  Avith  a despe- 
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rate  thrust,  docs  not  send  your  selected  boat  six  yards 
away,  without  exactly  filling  up  the  vacant  space  over 
which  you  sec  yourself  taking  a Hying  leap.  These  perils 
safely  passed,  you  have  then  time  to  look  and  see  what 
has  become  of  your  ‘ boy  ’ — a corruption,  I believe,  of  the 
Indian  call  for  a servant — and,  more  important  still,  your 
bag  and  trunk.  Most  probably  you  have  the  satisfaction 
of  seeing  liiin  with  one  foot  still  on  the  ladder,  and  the 


UONQlCONa 


other  in  the  air,  vainly  seeking  the  boat  beneath  ; — while 
your  boxes  are  passing  over  his  head  into  another,  and 
* your  bag,  like  the  last  horse  in  a race,  is  ‘ nowhere.’  As, 
however,  the  same  scene  of  utter  confasion  and  despair 
takes  place  at  least  ten  times  every  day,  and  travellers  do, 
for  the  most  part,  reach  the  shore  in  safety,  while  ‘ boys  ’ 
and  trunks  turn  up  after  all,  you  resign  yourself  to  Provi- 
dence, take  the  rudder  and  steer  to  the  shore, — where  the 
best  of  hospitality,  or  the  worst  of  hotel  accommodation, 
awaits  you ; — with  a third  chance  of  a room  in  the  club- 
house, not  so  good  as  the  first,  nor  quite  so  bad  as  the 
second. 
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I passed  several  days  in  Hongkong  before  all  was 
ready  for  a final  departure.  This  St.  Helena  of  the  China 
Seas,  tlien,  as  now,  with  its  motley  population,  its  bad 
repute,  and  incongruous  pretensions,  ‘ progresses,’  as  the 
Americans  say,  in  a very  wonderful  way ! Its  first  go- 
vernors would  hardly  know  it,  although  the  general  fea- 
tures are  the  same  as  when  they  held  the  reins.  When  I 
returned  three  yeare  later,  on  my  way  homeward,  pro- 
gress stiU  was  the  only  change.  More  houses  and  more 
streets  were  there ; more  hill  and  rock  had  been  cut  away 
or  blasted,  to  make  room.  Nature  and  the  inbred  energy 
of  the  English  race  combined,  have  made  Hongkong  a 
wonder  to  all  other  nations.  As  I took  my  early  walk  the 
morning  after  my  arrival,  the  sun,  through  heavy  banks  of 
cloud  and  mist,  was  struggling  hard  to  light  up  the  bay, 
the  opposite  shores  of  which  were  still  shrouded  by  an  im- 
penetrable veil.  Ships  of  many  nations,  and  junks  of  every 
size  and  description,  were  shaking  out  their  sails  to  dry, — 
before  another  drenching  rain  might  come  down.  But,  hiir 
weather  or  foul,  this  Bay  of  Hongkong,  one  of  the  finest  in 
the  world,  is  always  picturesque.  Landlocked  with  bold 
rocks  and  swelling  hills,  the  navies  of  eveiy  European  power 
might  safely  ride  at  anchor.  Full  of  life  and  movement, 
too,  from  the  shipping  which  crowds  its  waters,  the  scene  is 
one  of  great  attraction  to  residents  and  casual  visitors  alike. 
The  daybreak  gun  wakens  up  all  early  risers ; the  loud- 
.sereaming  whistles,  and  scarce  less  discordant  bells  of  the 
river  steamers,  soon  after  begin  the  business  of  the  day, 
and  keep  up  an  incessant  alarum  from  seven  in  the  morn- 
ing to  eight  or  nine  o’clock,  and  again  from  four  in  the 
afternoon  until  long  after  dark,  on  their  return  from  Can- 
ton or  Macao.  The  snorting  and  puffing  of  gunboats 
divei'sify  the  somids,  while  from  the  shore  and  the  streets 
a busy  hum  of  cries,  and  sounds  indescribable  and  un- 
translatable, tell  the  drowsy  stranger  that  a city  in  the 
tropics  has  leaped  into  life  and  activity  before  the  sun 
attains  his  scorching  power.  If  he  turns  out  for  an  early 
walk  or  ride,  as  most  Anglo-Easterns  do,  and  bends  his 
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steps  upward  to  the  higlier  grounds,  lie  will  find  the 
convolvulus  spreading  its  beautiful  flowers  for  the  fresh 
breath  of  dawn,  creepers  of  wild  luxuriance  covering 
each  wall  and  bank ; and,  looking  seaward,  a whole 
.series  of  bays  lie  at  his  feet,  stretching  away  into  the 
di.stance.  Market  boats,  laden  with  provisions  from  the 
mainland,  with  their  richly  coloured  sails  of  matting,  and 
many  picturesque  forms,  are  crowding  into  the  harbour. 
Square-rigged  ships  are  pressing  all  sail,  to  gain  the  long- 
desired  haven ; while  others  are  unmooring,  to  proceed 
to  the  several  ports  with  their  outward  cargo.  Ships-of- 
war,  trading-junks,  merchant  craft  from  every  country, 
all  are  here  to  besu'  testimony  to  the  activity  and  import- 
ance of  the  trade  which,  in  some  way  or  other,  finds  in 
Hongkong  a connecting  link.  Native  craft  in  numbers 
fi-om  the  adjoining  coast,  each  differing  in  shape  and 
colour,  according  to  the  port,  crowd  the  anchorage.  The 
great  bulky  Shantung  junk,  laden  with  peas  and  beans; 
the  Shanghai  hulk, with  its  gaudy  colours  and  mythic  eagle 
on  the  stern,  but  little  differing  in  exterior ; and  the  long 
low  craft  of  Ningpo,  all  are  there.  Hainan,  and  even 
Siam  and  Singapore,  each  has  its  tjqre.  A Chinese  sailor 
will  distinguish  where  they  come  from,  by  differences  of 
shape  and  rigging,  paint  and  decoration,  without  difficulty ; 
and,  if  he  be  honest,  may  also  teU  you  whore  stout-built 
junks  are  lying  undisturbed,  with  a pirate  crew,  and 
nearly  fitted  out  with  fresh  supphes  of  guns  and  powder. 
Only  I do  not  recommend  any  one  to  trust  him  too  im- 
plicitly; for  he  may  be  one  of  the  pirate  crew  himself,  and 
will  send  you  on  a wrong  scent,  to  the  damage  of  some 
honest  trader  whom  he  wishes  to  ruin ; — or  simply  to 
damage  you,  and  prevent  the  Hongkong  authorities 
pursuing  his  fellows  on  information  given,  by  letting  you 
into  a few  deplorable  mistakes — mares’  nests — of  which 
Mr.  Chisholm  Anstey  has  long  since  had  his  say  in 
Hongkong  and  elsewhere.  With  a large  harbour  full 
of  junks  from  every  seaport  and  island  between  Shan- 
tung and  Singapore,  Siam,  Java,  and  the  Philippines; 
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with  60,000  Chinese  and  Macdenses  (as  the  mixed  Por- 
tuguese population  of  the  neighbouring  peninsula  of 
Macdo  are  usually  termed)  on  shore,  it  is  not  easy  for 
the  authorities  and  police  to  put  their  hands  upon  all 
the  rogues,  or  pirate  craft  either,  that  take  shelter  be- 
neath the  sure  protection  of  the  British  flag, — were  tliey 
the  best  and  most  honest  that  ever  wielded  colonial 
power.  The  native  population  from  the  mainland  have 
made  this  barren  rock  their  home,  building  a large  Cliinese 
town,  which  spreads  along  the  western  shore,  and  skirts 
the  bay,  creeping  and  scrambling  upward  and  upward 
over  the  hillside,  along  the  face  of  the  ravines,  and 
high  above  the  town  beneath.  Nest  on  nest  of  houses 
elbow  each  other  in  the  most  determined  way,  until 
they  dispute  the  higher  levels  with  the  merchant  princes 
of  the  colony,  and  seem  to  aim  at  crowning  the  Vic- 
toria Peak  itself,  sufficiently  attesting  the  untiring  indus- 
try, perseverance,  and  enterprise,  too  — when  in  pursuit 
of  their  own  gain  — of  these  sons  of  Ham. 

Twenty  years  have  not  yet  passed  over  our  heads  since 
England  first  took  possession  of  this  pirate  haunt,  and  all 
its  properties  of  unlimited  granite  and  bare  lulls ; and 
now  it  is  the  great  centre  of  a Cliinese  coasting  trade,  to 
feed  which  numberless  ships  come  laden  with  produce, 
from  India,  Siam,  and  the  Philippines,  from  Batavia  and 
Singapore, — ivith  the  collected  tribute  of  the  Malayan 
Archipelago.  These  are  chiefly  for  transhipment  or  de- 
spatch to  other  markets ; while  from  England,  New  York, 
and  San  Francisco,  some  of  the  finest  clippers  of  both 
countries  come  filled  with  manufactured  goods  and 
American  ‘ notions.’  Even  New  Zealand  and  Australia 
are  contributors  of  the  required  supplies,  seeking  tea  in 
exchange,  for  their  own  wants.  It  has  become  tlie  postal 
and  financial  terminus,  or  great  centre,  — whence  all  the 
directing  wires  of  the  European,  Indian  and  American 
trade  with  China,  receive  their  impulse  from  the  heads  of 
finiis  located  in  the  colony,  determining  the  ultimate 
destination  of  all  the  ships  and  cargoes  that  enter  or  leave 
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the  China  seas.  What  is  tlie  secret  of  this  sudden  and 
enormous  growth  in  population  and  in  trading  impor- 
tance, of  a barren  rock  ? This  must  be  among  the  first 
questions  of  a stranger.  Hongkong  itself,  he  sees  at  a 
glance,  produces  nothing  but  granite  boulders  and  the 
tliinnest  scrub, — beneath  the  hottest  of  sims,  and  least 
healthy  of  climates.  The  city  of  Victoria,  with  its  Cathe- 
dral and  Episcopal  palace,  its  Government  House,  and 
Supreme  Coui%  with  all  its  Merchants’  palatial  houses, 
is  perhaps  the  verj^  last  .spot,  on  all  the  coast  of  Cliina, 
where  a sensible  man  would  have  thought  of  placing  house 
or  home,  if  the  choice  had  been  left  to  himself  Victoria 
Peak  rises  1,200  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  and 
stretches  its  solid  bulk  across  the  whole  line  of  the  city, 
effectually  shutting  out  the  south-west  breeze, — and  all  the 
cool  air  to  be  had  during  six  months  of  a most  oppressive 
summer,  when  everyone  gasps  for  want  of  that  needful 
aliment.  From  this  arid  rock  many  go  home  sick  every 
year,  with  spleens  much  larger  than  their  fortunes ; and 
not  a few  remain,  to  have  their  bones  laid  in  six  feet  of 
Chinese  earth,  in  the  ‘ Happy  Valley,’  where  an  English 
cemetery  has  been  located.  Yet  the  neighbouring  main- 
land has  good  and  commodious  harbours,  far  nearer  to 
the  producing  markets  and  the  native  purchasers  of 
foreign  goods; — and  apparently,  in  eveiy  respect,  better 
fitted  for  trade  than  Hongkong.  But,  despite  all  this, 
and  more  that  might  be  said  to  its  disadvantage,  trade, 
from  countries  the  most  distant,  converges  here,  to  a great 
centre  of  attraction ; — as  though  its  hills  and  granite  rocks 
were  loadstone,  and  ships  must  needs  be  drawm  within 
its  landlocked  bay.  The  secret  of  its  seeming  magnetic 
power  is  soon  told  however. 

Security  to  life  and  property  is  the  first  and  broadest 
foundation  of  such  prosperity  ; a magnificent  b<ay,  of  easy 
access,  the  second  condition  ; and  the  a’osence  of  all 
custom-houses, — with  proximity  to  Chinese  ports,  where 
these  do  exist,  in  more  or  less  oppressive  form,  the  third. 
And  these  taken  together,  furnish,  I conceive,  a very  fiill 
* VOL.  I.  c 
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solution  of  the  problem.  Given  a barren  rock,  in  the  near 
\dcmity  of  a wealthy  empire  cursed  with  a corrupt  adminis- 
tration, how  shall  the  trade  of  the  mainland  be  made  to 
overflow  to  the  islet  ? In  the  first  place,  to  it  an  enter- 
prising and  industrial  population  can  bring  their  produce 
from  the  whole  sea-board  of  the  mainland,  on  advantageous 
terns  of  export  with  their  own  people,  as  not  declared  for 
foreign  market ; and  from  it — run  cargoes  of  return  goods, 
with  like  exemption  from  import  duties.  Thus  it  happens 
that  Hongkong,  though  promoting  in  a certain  subsidiary 
way  foreign  trade  with  China — in  the  only  way  origiuaUy 
contemplated  when  it  was  ceded  to  Great  Britain  by  treaty 
— really  Wes  its  wondrous  growth  and  prosperity  as  a 
colony  to  other  causes ; and  mainly  to  a vast  trade  with  the 
whole  sea-board  of  China,  which  for  the  most  part  is  in 
the  hands  of  the  Cliinese  themselves.  And  this,  if  not 
contraband  trade,  in  so  far  as  our  merchants  personally  are 
concerned,  is  at  least  carried  on  and  only  flourishes,  under 
conditions  of  exemption  fi'om  duties  and  all  custom-house 
regulations — contrary  to  the  law  of  China.  From  the 
island,  as  a great  depot  of  produce  in  demand  on  the 
mainland,  the  Cliinese  traders  can  take  their  opium,  long- 
cloths,  yarns  and  woollens,  free  of  all  duty, — with  the 
chance  of  laying  them  down  near  the  points  of  con- 
sumption, either  for  nothing,  or  a small  bribe  to  the 
custom-house  officials,  often  on  a previously  arranged  scule. 
Half  a loaf  being  proverbially  better  than  no  bread,  and 
the  latter  being  the  alteniative  presented  to  the  custom- 
house authorities  by  the  wretched  inadequacy  of  their 
pay, — if,  steadfast  to  their  duty,  they  exact  the  full 
dues  at  any  one  point,  — they  adopt  this  mode  of  re- 
dressing the  wrong.  This  arrangement,  by  which  they 
supplement  their  salaries,  and  encourage  trade  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  revenue,  is  pretty  well  established  all  over 
the  empire.  In  like  manner,  upon  the  same  principle,  the 
natives  can  bring  to  Hongkong  from  the  mainland  their 
own  produce  for  sale; — their  Rhubarb,  Sugar,  Camphor, 
Cassia,  and  sundry  other  articles ; and  to  Macao  their  Tea, 
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at  a better  price  than  at  tlie  consular  ports ; for  the  simple 
rea-son  that  they  succeed  in  escaping  duty,  either  wholly 
or  in  part,  on  their  export. 

There  is,  perhaps,  no  chapter  more  curious  in  the 
history  of  nations,  than  the  chapter  of  blundem  and  their 
results.  It  is  related  of  the  Marechal  de  Castries,  one  of 


MACAO 


the  men  said  to  have  sought  all  his  life  to  fix  fortune 
by  deep  and  learned  combinations,  that  at  the  end 
of  his  career,  he  confessed  with  rare  candour,  to  some 
one  enquiring  the  secret  of  his  uniform  success,  ‘ he  owed 
much  to  accident  aud  opportunity,  and  not  a little  to 
blunders !’  Certaiidy  the  histoiy  of  China  in  these  matters, 
and  of  Madio  and  Hongkong,  the  two  rival  European 
settlements  on  the  borders  of  China,  the  one  occupied  by 
the  Portuguese  more  than  two  centuries,  and  Hongkong 
only  some  two  decades  by  ourselves,  funiish  striking  illus- 
trations. To  look  at  MacHo,  as  the  steamer  heads  uito  its 
picturesque  bay,  see  its  imposing  buildings,  its  convents 
and  cathedrals,  its  praya  and  its  batteries,  with  green  hills 
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and  tree-embowered  villas,  no  one  would  guess  that  this 
was  the  home  of  poverty,  and  long  departed  prosperity  ; 
— where  bankrupt  aliens  find  a refuge,  and  a mongi’el 
race  of  Portuguese,  Chinese,  and  Africans  from  Goa,  all 
commmgled,  swarm  and  breed,  and  live — God  only  knows 
how  ! Once  great  and  wealthy  (built  up  chiefly  with  the 
gold  and  the  spoils  of  Japan),  in  the  pride  of  triumphant 
rivalry  Avith  Great  Britain  in  her  Eastern  trade,  then  only 
in  its  infancy,  it  had  long  fallen  into  the  sere  and  yellow 
leaf  of  a gradual  decay,  Avhen  our  first  war  with  China 
givve  one  of  those  chances  which  — to  nations  as  to  in- 
dividuals— seldom  come  more  than  once  in  a cycle,  of 
seizing  fortune  in  its  passage,  and  emerging  from  poverty 
to  wealth ; — had  those  Avho  governed  only  been  gifted 
with  sufficient  prescience  to  see  their  opportunity.  They 
had  but  to  declare  it  a Free  port,  and  shake  off  the 
evil  spell  of  mandarin  rule,  to  become  the  great  emporium 
of  Western  trade — become  what  Hongkong  noAv  is.  It 
may,  at  aU  events,  admit  of  question,  if  tins  bold  and 
rigorous  step  had  been  taken  at  the  right  moment,  whether, 
notwithstanding  all  the  disadvantages  of  a shallow  bay  and 
bad  anchorage  attaching  to  Macao,  — the  new  colony  of 
Hongkong  Avould  ever  have  been  adopted  as  the  head- 
quarters of  British  houses.  With  its  impracticable  hills, 
its  sultry  and  unhealthy  atmosphere,  its  inconvenient  dis- 
tance from  the  mainland,  and  the  rivers  which  form  the 
great  fines  of  traffic  between  the  interior  and  the  coast, 
nothing  could  be  less  inviting.  It  had,  originally,  but 
one  recommendation,  in  the  natural  advantjige  of  a fine 
bay.  But  to  this  the  British  Government  could  attach 
freedom  from  all  the  petty  worry  and  vexatious  exactions 
of  corruption  — in  the  hybrid  form  of  a Portuguese 
colony,  crossed  by  a Chinese  custom-house.  And  above  all 
perhaps,  security  to  fife  and  property,  only  to  be  found  in 
those  latitudes  under  the  British  flag.  We  Avere  very 
slow,  hoAvever,  as  is  our  wont,  to  make  up  our  minds. 
Our  merchants  did  not  move, — and  an  offer  Avas  even  made 
to  the  Portuguese  Government  to  purchase  their  right  of 
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possession  of  Macao,  such  as  it  was,  under  Chinese  rule. 
Fortunately  for  us,  in  some  respects  at  least,  the  pride  of 
Portugal  refused  to  cede  this  last  poor  reUc  of  former  great- 
ness;— and  while  we  were  thus  groping  our  way,  they  missed 
their  only  chance  in  a century,  of  bringing  back  trade  and 
wealth  to  their  starving  colony,  by  declaring  it  a fiee 
portjjuul  ridding  themselves  of  the  incubus  of  a Chinese 
custom-house.  With  a curious  inconsistency,  they  took 
this  very  step,  and  ejected  the  Chinese  officials  when  it 
was  too  late  by  ten  years  to  profit  them ; and  the  bold 
step  only  cost  the  Governor  liis  Ufe,  without  any  corre- 
sponding advantage  to  his  country.*  It  seems  to  be  as 
unfortunate  for  a man  to  arrive  too  late  as  too  early,  on 
the  world’s  stage,  when  he  has  a part  to  play.  Ten 
years  earlier  he  might  have  changed  the  destiny  of  the 
two  colonies ; coming  too  late,  he  only  sacrificed  himself 
and  changed  nothing.  Millions  of  dollars  had  then  been 
expended  on  the  sunbaked  and  sterile  hiUs  of  Hongkong 
— by  the  Government,  in  roads  and  barracks,  and  public 
offices,  — by  our  own  merchants  and  those  of  other 
nations,  in  houses  and  godowns, — driven  at  last  to  tliis 
expensive  alternative,  by  the  vexatious  impediments  to 
which  their  trade  was  exposed  in  MacAo,  under  the  joint 
Chinese  and  Portuguese  rule.  Trade  had  irrevocably  fol- 


• Captain  Amaral,  the  Governor  here  alluded  to,  was  a distinguished 
naval  officer,  who  fell  a victim  to  his  zeal  for  the  improvement  of  the  colony, 
and  its  emancipation  from  Chinese  rule.  lie  was  assassinated  in  open  day 
while  riding  out,  by  a band  of  Chinese,  and  his  head  was  carried  on  to  the 
Chinese  authorities,  by  whom  it  was  carefully  preserved  in  pickle ; and  only 
delivered  up  to  the  Portuguese  some  weeks  later,  after  an  enormous  amount  of 
hard  swearing.  This  act  of  atrocity,  so  well  illustrating  the  principle  on  which 
the  Chinese  rulers  would  fain  have  regulated  their  dealings  with  foreigners, 
was  a fit  seq^uent  to  the  torture  and  murder  of  four  English  clerks  at  Whang- 
chu-kee,  a village  near  Canton,  only  a short  time  before.  The  present  Gover- 
nor of  Macao,  Captain  Guimaraes,  a naval  officer  also,  of  great  ability  and 
energy,  has  known  how  to  draw  all  the  profit  that  was  possible  firom  the  eman- 
cipation from  Chinese  nde  which  his  predecessor  bad  effected  at  the  cost  of 
his  life.  Aided  by  the  unsettled  state  of  the  whole  province,  which  induced 
the  Chinese  to  flock  to  the  colony  for  security,  the  revenue  so  wonderfully  im- 
proved, that  a surplus  has  even  been  remitted  to  the  mother  country, — very 
much  to  its  surprise,  it  must  be  imagined : Portuguese  colonies,  like  our  own, 
being  chiefly  known  as  sources  of  expenditure, — draining  the  home  ex- 
chequer instead  of  feeding  it  I Holland  and  Spain  alone  seem  to  have  pre- 
served the  art  of  reversing  the  process,  and  making  their  colonies  pay. 
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lowed  the  heads  and  the  purses  which  gave  it  vitality ; 
— and  not  even  the  pleasant  hills  and  green  shade  of 
^Licao,  nor  its  fresher  breezes,  coidd  ever  wile  them  back 
again. 

It  is  Init  a four  hours’  passage  from  Hongkong  to  Mactlo, 
and  a ])assenger  lands  on  the  praya,  while  the  convent 
bells  fill  the  air  with  their  chimes,  feeling  as  though  he 
had  traversed  a whole  hemisphere  in  that  short  space,  — 
passed  into  another  climate,  and  suddenly  found  himself 
in  an  old  watei'ing-])lace  on  the  coast  of  Portugal,  in  the 
year  1000  ! 

Here  dark-tinted  women  in  theii’  black  Mantos 
saimttn-  through  the  streets,  as  to  this  day  they  saunter  in 
the  provincial  towns  of  Portugal.  The  bright-coloured 
kercliief  round  the  head,  and  swarthy  skins,  meeting 
j’ou  at  every  step,  tell  of  long  connection  with  Goa  and 
AfriciUi  possessions.  Dwarfed  children  of  all  hues  under 
the  sun,  and  lazy-looking  monks,  or  sable-robed  padres, 
with  portentous  shovel  hats,  either  drone  through  the 
half-deserted  streets  (become  too  large  for  its  popula- 
tion where  the  Chine.se  do  not  fill  up  the  space),  or  help 
to  swell  some  monkish  proce-ssion,  wending  its  way  to  the 
cathcdnil ; precisely  as  did  Spaniards  and  Portuguese  ahke 
in  by-gone  centuries  (when  Auto-da-Fis  were  more  in 
vogue),  and  presenting  the  same  pictimes  and  groups  as 
may  still  be  seen  in  the  land  of  their  birth.  ‘ Ccelum 
non  animam  mutant’  is  indeed  specially  true  in  tliis 
Portuguese  colony. 

The  Chinese  Government,  there  is  little  doubt,  has 
viewed  with  jeidousy  and  anger  the  great  developement 
of  commerce,  and  rapid  increase  of  population, — recruited 
as  it  has  been  from  their  own  subjects.  The  close 
pro.ximity  of  two  foreign  colonies  and  free  iiorts 
must  of  necessity  be  a source  of  vexation  and  even  of 
injury ; for  both  [liracy,  and  frauds  on  the  revenue,  are 
unquestionably  stimulated  and  fostered  by  the  facilities 
such  ports  aflbrd.  We  cannot  bo  surprised,  therefoi'o,  if  a 
government  like  that  of  China  should  see  in  this  a ground 
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of  reproach,  and  consider  us  responsible,  as  the  intentional 
promoters  of  disorder  and  violence.  The  only  remedy,  how- 
ever, is  obviously  to  be  found,  not  so  much  hi  any  change  in 
the  foreign  colony,  as  in  greater  security  to  hfe  and  pro- 
perty on  the  mainland,  and  an  improved  custom-house. 
The  absence  of  the  one  drives  homeless  men  to  the  high 
scics  for  plunder ; and  a wretchedly  administered  custom- 
house, with  venal  officials,  quite  as  certainly  deveiopes 
smuggling.  One  can  only  rejoice,  therefore,  to  see  that  the 
Chinese  are  at  last  turning  their  attention  to  these,  with  a 
seemingly  right  appreciation  of  their  importance, — and  to 
the  means  by  which  improvement  is  most  certaiidy  to 
be  efl'ected.  In  seeking  to  organise  an  efficient  adminis- 
tration of  customs  on  land  on  a uniform  system ; — and  a 
lleet  of  gunboats  at  sea,  with  the  assistance  of  foreign 
officers,  they  are  doing  much.  If  they  succeed  in  thus  in- 
troducing such  elements  of  honesty,  courage,  and  efficiency 
as  their  own  service  cannot  supply,  a rapid  and  decisive 
improvement  in  both  directions  mnst  take  place. 

The  vigour,  honesty,  and  intelhgence  they  find  it  so 
difficult  to  secure  among  their  own  people  may  certainly 
be  found  among  foreigner,  if  rightly  set  about.  Time 
will  show  with  what  success  their  present  efibrts  may  be 
attended  ; but  it  is  impossible  not  to  desire  that  it  may 
be  full  and  complete.  In  that  direction  lies  their  only 
hope  of  pi'oviding  an  effective  remedy  for  a great  and 
increasing  e\ol.  Under  the  present  order  of  things,  even 
Macao  has  repaired  her  tattered  vestments,  sole  legacy  of 
two  hundred  years  of  poverty  ; and  Hongkong  has  made 
the  fortnne  of  many  of  its  denizens  in  less  than  twenty 
years.  Under  a better  regjme  in  China,  both  colonies  would 
possibly  have  to  content  themselves  with  more  legitimate 
gains,  — and  it  may  be,  smaller  revenues  and  lessened 
importance.  But  though  Macao  should  have  to  fall  back 
upon  lentils  and  soup  maigre  six  days  in  the  week,  as  of 
old  ; and  Hongkong  see  fewer  ships  in  her  harbour,  with 
corresponding  diminution  of  the  Chinese  population  and 
revenue ; it  is  well  that  the  Chinese  should  succeed  in  their 
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efforts  at  reorganisation.  It  would  be  well — even  on  the 
most  selfish  view  of  our  own  interests. 

In  getting  its  legitimate  dues  from  foreign  trade,  which 
the  Government  received  until  recently  at  Shanghai  alone, 
— under  a system  of  foreign  inspection  first  organised 
during  myre.sideuce  there  in  1854, — the  Chinese  Govern- 
ment would  obtain  a direct  and  increasing  interest  in  its 
developement  and  prosperity ; besides  the  means  of  esta- 
bhshing  a better  government  over  the  country, — without 
which  all  trade  is  likely  to  be  destroyed  by  a general 
disorganisation.  They  may  further  leani  by  success  a 
lesson  they  much  need ; namely,  that  to  secure  good  and 
honest  service.  States,  as  well  as  individuals,  must  deal 
fairly  with  their  servants,  and  give  adequate  salaries. 
Though  last,  not  least,  among  the  benefits  to  be  derived, 
the  foreign  merchant  would  find  his  trade  could  be 
carried  on  in  the  Chinese  markets  Avith  honesty,  and  on 
principles  of  fairness  to  aU,  without  any  sacrifice  either  of 
principle  or  capital,  such  as  must  otherwise  be  inevitable, 
where  a vicious  and  lax  administration  of  customs  exists. 
There  are  many  who  contend  against  the  organisation  of 
a system  for  the  efiicient  collection  of  customs  by  the 
Chinese  Government,  wnth  the  aid  of  foreign  inspectors  of 
their  ow'ii  appointment, — on  the  alleged  ground  that  it  is 
no  business  of  ours ; and  that  if  they  ai'e  defrauded  of 
their  revenue  (by  collusion  betw'een  their  owm  officers  and 
foreign  merchants),  theirs  alone  is  the  fault  and  the  loss. 
But  is  it  no  concern  of  a foreign  nation  and  its  govern- 
ment, whctlier  those  who  represent  its  commerce  and 
nationality,  bring  credit  or  disgrace  upon  their  country 
by  their  dealings?  Is  the  loss, only  on  one  side ? IIow 
does  the  conscientious  trader  thrive  in  such  circumstances  ? 
And  how  much  ill-will  and  excuse  for  bad  faith,  on  the 
part  of  the  Chinese  Government  may  be  due  to  this  one 
cause?  Jrlerehants  are  never  slow  to  claim  protection  for 
their  interests  as  a national  obligation,  even  at  the  cost 
of  a w'ar; — and  they  are  quite  right.  Such  an  obhgation 
undoubtedly  exists  ; but  is  it  no  concern  of  Statesmen  what 
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may  be  the  character  of  the  mercantile  transactions  and 
the  honesty  of  the  dealings,  for  which  they  may  be  called 
upon  to  draw  the  sword?  We  owe  much  of  our  com- 
mercial position  in  the  world,  and  the  wealth  it  brings,  to 
the  British  name  for  good  faith  and  honesty.  And  can 
this  be  dishonoured,  or  flung  to  tlie  winds,  in  any 
quarter  of  the  globe,  without  prejudice  to  our  commercial 
interests  everywhere?  Were  it  a matter  of  as  perfect 
indiflerence  as  has  often  been  asserted  what  befell  the 
Chinese  revenue  ; — it  would  still  be  of  grave  concern  to 
us  in  a national  sense,  that  Englishmen  should  not  be 
engaged  in  defrauding  it.  These  are  serious  considera- 
tions, and  with  too  direct  a bearing  upon  our  position 
and  commerce  in  the  East  to  be  sjifely  overlooked.  No 
doubt  the  eflbrt  now  making,  to  establish  at  the  consular 
ports  by  a leaven  of  foreign  elements,  an  efficient  uispec- 
torate  of  customs,  and  completely  reorganise  the  esta- 
blishments hitherto  existing, — radically  vicious  and  bad  as 
they  notoriously  were, — is  a task  in  which  perfect  success 
cannot  be  looked  for  at  once ; — if  even  in  the  end,  after 
time  and  experience  shall  have  given  education  and  train- 
ing to  the  many  subordinates  of  all  kinds  required,  and  per- 
fected the  machinery.  Perfect  institutions  exist  nowhere; 
and  China,  with  its  underpaid  officials  and  their  prescriptive 
rights,  under  such  a system, — to  pay  themselves  by  every 
kind  of  bribery  and  extortion,  neglect,  and  peculation, — is 
the  last  place  to  produce  them.  We  may  take  it  for  granted, 
therefore,  that  much,  for  a long  time  at  least,  must  neces- 
sarily be  imperfect  in  any  administration  of  customs  that 
can  be  organised  under  a Foreign  Inspectorate.  It  must 
consequently  be  open  to  cavil  and  objection  ; and  all  who 
are  inimical  to  an  impartial  and  rigid  enforcement  of 
customs,  will  find  it  ca.sy  work  to  discover  flaws  and  evi- 
dences of  imperfect  working.  But  the  true  question,  after 
all,  is  not  whether  this  machineiy,  or  any  other  that  can  be 
devised,  is  perfect ; for  that  we  know  to  be  unattainable, — 
but  whether  it  is,  under  the  circumstances,  the  best  attain- 
able? iknd,  again,  whether  the  administration,  by  the  intro- 
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ductioii  of  certain  foreign  elements  of  honesty  and  vigour, 
under  intelligent  direction,  does  not  constitute  a vast  im- 
provement on  any  system  that  has  hitherto  existed  in  native 
hands  alone  ? If  it  is,  we  must  be  content  to  accept  with 
the  improvement,  the  certainty  that  there  will  be  no 
exemption  from  the  law  of  humanity,  which  precludes 
absolute  perfection.  As  for  the  plausible  objections  which 
are  now  and  then  advanced,  in  default  of  better  argu- 
ments,— that  the  British  Government  (or  the  Treaty  powers 
generally)  by  encouraging  these  efforts  of  the  Chinese  to 
infuse  new  vigoiu  into  their  administration  of  customs, — as 
into  the  police  of  the  coast  for  the  suppi’ession  of  piiTicy, 
by  tlie  employment  of  foreigners,  and  the  purchase  of  gun- 
boats — are  undermining  their  independence  and  usuq> 
ing  their  rights,  it  is  only  waste  of  time  to  answer  them. 
What  European  power  has  ever  hesitated  to  employ 
foreigners  when  these  could  supply  a special  knowledge 
or  a talent  not  to  be  found  iu  the  country  ? How  does 
Russia,  one  of  the  greatest  European  powers,  conduct  its 
administration  ? Is  there  no  employment  of  foreigners  ? 
And  what  statesman  or  pohticiau  has  ever  seen  in  such  a 
coiuse  a ground  of  protest,  or  of  danger  to  Russia  ? So 
far  from  seeing  in  these  agencies  and  infusion  of  foreign 
blood  and  intc-llect  in  the  administration  of  an  Eastern 
empire,  a cause  of  regret  or  ground  of  objection  ; I beheve 
it  is  only  thus  that  any  amalgamation  of  the  two  civili- 
sations of  the  East  and  the  West,  so  different  in  kind  and 
antagonistic  in  tendencies,  can  ever  be  bronglit  about ; or 
more  harmonious  relations  establislied.  Improvement,  it 
is  true,  to  be  either  general  or  effective,  must  come  from 
within  and  not  from  without.  With  the  best  goodwill  hi 
the  world,  neither  Great  Britain,  nor  all  the  Western 
powers  united,  — as  they  probably  never  will  be,  — can 
supply  a remedy  for  the  universal  anarchy,  corruption, 
and  bad  government  existing  at  the  present  day  in  the 
Cliinese  Empire.  But  there  must  be  a beginning  some- 
where, and  it  is  probably  easier  and  more  hopeful  to 
commence  from  without  under  existing  circumstances. 
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To  relieve  the  Chinese  Empire  of  two  of  its  great 
enemies,  piracy  and  smuggling,  the  one  so  damaging  to 
its  commerce,  and  the  other  to  its  revenue,  it  is  e\ddent 
indeed  that  two  things  are  wanted,  which,  I repeat,  no 
foreign  power  can  supj)ly.  A go<jd  and  strong  government, 
and  an  honest  administration  throughout  the  provinces, 
but  especially  of  the  customs  along  the  coast,  and  on  the 
navigable  rivers.  Whether  it  be  vain  to  look  for  these 
in  the  existing  generation,  time  alone  can  show ; but 
Foreign  Powers  in  treaty  with  China,  having  large  in- 
terests involved,  are  still  at  liberty  (if  not  constrained  in 
their  own  behalf)  to  do  their  best  in  aid,  when  the  exist- 
ing govemment  is  disposed,  either  spontaneously  or  under 
advice,  to  make  efforts  for  their  own  regeneration,  and  the 
salvation  of  the  country.  To  reform  their  administration, 
improve  the  custom-house,  reorganise,  and,  indeed,  create 
both  an  army  and  a navj’,  are  all  needful  conditions  of 
success ; — and  any  aid  the  powers  of  the  West  can  give 
for  the  speedy  attainment  of  these  ends,  will  be  a gain 
to  civilisation,  and  a direct  benefit  to  nearly  a third  of 
the  whole  human  race. 

The  sun  was  rapidly  rising  higher  and  higher  as  the 
morning  walk  drew  to  a close,  together  with  my  sj^ecu- 
lations  on  the  past  and  the  future.  The  rain  clouds 
dispersed,  and  a gallant  fleet  might  be  seen  stretching 
across  the  bay,  with  pendants  and  ensigns  of  many 
nations.  Music  came  floating  on  the  breeze  from  the 
U.S.S.  ‘ Powhattan ; ’ H.M.  ship  ‘ Fury  ’ Avas  getting  up 
her  steam,  with  300  marines  on  board,  bound  for  the 
north,  for  the  then  impending  struggle  at  the  Pciho,  and 
II.!^LS.  ‘ Sampson  ’ was  ready  also  for  the  convej'ance  of 
the  Diplomatic  mission  to  Yeddo.  We  took  our  leave 
of  Hongkong  on  May  17,  and  bent  our  course  northward, 
for  Nagasaki  or  Shanghai, — according  as  coals  and  weather 
might  determine. 

The  incidents  of  a voyage  up  the  coast  from  Hongkong 
in  these  days  of  steam  are  few,  unless  one  happens  to  fall 
in  with  a typhoon,  or  succeeds  in  discovering  a new  rock  ; 
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and  the  month  of  May  offers  less  chance  of  either,  perhaps, 
than  any  other  in  the  year.  The  escape  from  the  sultry 
heat  of  Canton  and  Hongkong,  to  the  fresh  breezes  of  the 
higher  latitudes  and  open  sea,  is  the  most  noteworthy  and 
dehghtful  of  the  ‘incidents,’  but  this  is  not  an  interesting 
event  to  any  one  out  of  the  tropics.  To  feel  a desire  for 
a blanket,  and  to  escape  the  sleep-disturbing  trumpet 
of  the  mosquitos,  are  cliief  elements  of  a happiness  only 
born  of  contrast.  The  winds  were  adverse,  and  so  we 
turned  our  course  towards  the  wide  mouth  of  the  leviathan 
of  rivers,  the  Yangtze,  and  arrived  at  Shanghai  in  time  for 
the  Queen’s  birthday.  It  was  not  the  Queen’s  weather, 
however,  for  the  morning  was  wet  and  stonny.  Li  vain 
the  numerous  ships  of  war  were  di  essed  in  their  gayest 
colours,  and  all  the  merchant  vessels  followed  suit ; every- 
thing looked  drooping,  wet,  and  miserable. 

I wandered  through  the  Foreign  Settlement  despite 
both  rain  and  mud,  over  once  familiar  ground.  There 
is  certainly  nothing  more  wonderful  in  the  East  than  the 
rapid  growth  of  tliis  place,  and  the  vast  trade  to  which  it 
has  given  rise,  as  the  shipping  port  of  the  silk  country, 
and  many  of  the  tea  districts.  Fifteen  years  ago,  corn, 
and  rice,  and  cotton  covered  the  ground,  now  entirely 
occupied  for  more  than  a mile  square  with  foreign  build- 
ings;— mansions,  for  the  foreign  merchants,  and  pack- 
houses  of  corresponchiig  extent  for  merchandise.  This  is 
fiu'ther  increased  by  a Chinese  settlement  in  the  rear  ; — its 
occupants  having  sought  peace  and  secimty  where  the  flags 
of  Western  powers,  (and  cliief  of  these,  by  the  magni- 
tude of  our  interests  and  commercial  transactions, — the 
British,)  give  no  vain  promise  of  both.  Some  80,000 
Cliinese,  many  of  the  better  and  wealthier  classes  of 
merchants,  have  thus  located  themselves  of  their  own  free 
choice,  and  built  iride  streets  and  extensive  bazaars.  They 
pay  road-  and  police-rates,  and  conform  to  the  municipal 
regulations  of  foreign  growth,  with  outward  wilhngness, 
if  not  with  scrupulous  fidelity.  The  Chinese  are  cer- 
tainly among  the  most  easdy-govemed  people  in  the 
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world ; given  two  conditions  only  — honesty  of  purpose 
and  strength  in  the  governing  power.  Under  such  con- 
ditions, the  latter  is  hardly  ever  called  into  active  exer- 
cise. It  is  enough  that  it  should  be  known  to  exist.  The 
city  itself  had  but  partially  recovered  its  devastation 
by  the  horde  of  soi-disant  patriots,  and  ruthless  spoUa- 
tors  — banditti,  which  gained  possession  in  1853,  and 
held  it  against  an  Imperial  army  until  the  beginning  of 
1855.  A word  from  the  Treaty  Powers  might,  I believe, 
have  averted  such  a calamity  then  ; and  saved  from  spoli- 
ation and  ruin  a population  of  some  80,000  industrious  and 
peace-loving  people.  But  a want  of  unanimity  and  deci- 
sion among  the  Foreign  representatives  on  the  spot,  either 
as  to  the  end  or  the  means,  prevented  any  effort  being 
made,  and  the  opportunity  was  lost.  Warned  by  past 
experience,  we  shall  not  willingly  let  this  consular  port 
again  become  a prey  to  the  miserable  vampires  who 
exist  only  by  sucking  the  life’s  blood  out  of  flourishing 
towns,  in  many  of  which  we  have  large  commercial  and 
treaty-guaranteed  interests.  True,  the  policy  to  be  pur- 
sued in  such  circumstances  opens  up  a large  question, 
on  which  there  has  been  already  much  difference  of 
opinion.  It  is  one,  however,  that  can  hardly  be  dis- 
cussed with  advantage,  upon  any  basis  of  non-inter- 
vention interpreted  in  a thoroughly  doctrinaire  spirit. 
Any  word  spoken  or  blow  struck  to  defend  the 
lives,  the  property,  or  the  trade  of  our  merchants  at 
Shanghai ; or  to  safeguard  the  national  interests  of  vast 
amount  inseparably  connected  Avith  these,  and  the  sal- 
vation of  Shanghai  itself,  from  capture  and  destruction 
(synonymous  terms  with  the  Taepings),  is  a violation  of 
a non-intervention  policy,  under  such  interpretation.  Are 
we  then  to  give  up,  without  an  effort,  a trade  employing 
thirty  millions  of  capital,  and  yielding  to  the  Britisli  and 
Indian  exchequers  a Eevenue  of  ten  millions  sterling 
annually?  Let  us  look  the  difficulty  in  the  face.  We 
must  either  make  up  our  minds  to  do  this,  and  accept  the 
consequences  in  lost  trade  and  increased  taxation,  both  at 
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home  and  in  India,  to  make  up  so  many  millions  of  re- 
venue, or  do  what  may  be  necessary  to  avert  such  a 
catastrophe.  It  Ls  precisely  here,  I believe,  that  the  great 
divergence  of  opinion  begins.  One  party  of  poUticiams, 
general  advocates  of  a peace  and  non-intervention  policy, 
protest  against  any  emplo}Tnent  of  our  forces  in  the  de- 
fence of  the  consular  ports  and  centres  of  our  Chinese 
trade, — first,  as  a departure  from  a sound  policy  of  ab- 
solute neutrality ; and,  secondly,  as  unnecessarj'  for  the 
end  in  view,  if  that  end  be  only  protection  to  our  trade. 
The  Tacpings,  it  is  argued,  might  be  treated  with,  just 
as  easily  and  effectually  as  the  Government  of  China. 
Granted,  that  it  is  a departime  from  absolute  neu- 
trality,— inasmuch  as  though  the  object  be  other  than 
partizanship,  yet,  to  give  the  insurgents  a check  in  any 
direction,  or  prevent  their  seizing  on  a great  seaport,  is  in 
effect  to  damage  their  cause ; and  by  so  much  to  interfere 
with  their  success,  and  the  issue  of  the  struggle  between 
them  and  the  existing  government, — we  have  only  to 
consider  the  second  assertion  that  it  is  unnecessary,  even 
if  justifiable.  But  that  entirely  rests  on  the  assump- 
tion, demonstrably  untenable,  and  disproved  by'  expe- 
rience, that  we  oould  enter  into  arrangements  with  the 
Taepings,  and  let  them  occupy  all  the  consular  ports  and 
lines  of  traffic,  without  serious  detriment,  if  not  destruc- 
tion, to  our  trade  and  treaty  rights.  They  are  not  a 
government  in  any  sense  of  the  word.  They  neither  offer 
any  of  the  guarantees  of  a government,  nor  any  respi>n- 
sible  head  to  treat  with.*  Assuming,  for  the  moment,  that 
our  obligations  towards  the  Imperial  Government  would 
warrant  such  negotiations,  the  attempts  we  have  made  in 
this  direction  have  been  signal  failures  — failures,  as 
might  be  shown,  inevitable  from  the  constitution  and 
character  of  the  party  wdth  which  w’e  endeavoured  to 
treat.  The  Taepings  acknowledge  no  treatie.s,  and  are 
bound  by  no  laws.  How  can  a regular  and  re.sponsible 

• Nor  should  it  be  forgotten  that  tlie  rebellion  has  many  heads,  acting 
independently  of  each  other. 
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Government,  such  as  ours,  enter  into  treaty  relations  witli 
an  armed  horde  of  illiterate  and  lawle.ss  insurgents,  whose 
sole  vocation  these  ten  years  past  has  been  one  of  devas- 
tation ; who  wander  from  province  to  province,  as  locusts 
migrate  from  field  to  field,  when  they  have  utterly  con- 
sumed and  destroyed  all  that  can  support  life  ? Must  we 
patiently  look  on  and  see  our  trade  and  revenue,  present 
and  prospective,  destroyed  by  these  spoliators  of  honest 
men’s  goods,  or  shall  we  take  effective  means  for  their 
defence  ? 

In  what  these  may  best  consist  is  another  question, 
and  one  of  detail  rather  than  principle.  So  also  is  that 
which  regards  the  limits  within  which  we  shall  seek 
to  extend  protection.  But  as  regards  the  means,  it 
will  be  found  these  resolve  themselves  into  two:  Great 
Britain,  or  Great  Britain  and  France  as  at  present,  may 
either  employ  their  own  forces,  naval  and  military,  to 
defend  the  principal  ports  and  centres  of  trade  (or  such 
of  them  as  shall  be  deemed  most  essential),  China  paying 
for  the  expenses  of  such  contingents; — or  assist  the  Cliinese 
Government  to  organise  an  army  and  navy  for  themselves, 
competent  to  do  the  same  work.  This  of  course  is  to 
help  the  Imperial  Government,  and  may  naturally  be 
expected  to  bring  down  upon  us  the  active  hostility  of 
the  Taepings.  But  the  worst  they  can  do,  cannot  be 
more  fatal  to  our  interests  than  non-intervention  and 
neutrality  would  be,  taken  in  .such  absolute  sense  as 
the  abstaining  from  all  action.  We  are  doing  this  in 
America,  it  is  true,  and  accepting  the  lo.ss.  But  the 
character  and  conditions  of  the  struggle  going  on  are 
different ; and,  moreover,  where  the  same  rules  of 
International  law  are  accepted  as  binding  on  both  sides, 
the  obligation  is  mutual  to  adhere  to  them,  whatever 
may  be  the  cost.  We  are  bound  by  no  such  obligations 
in  reference  to  the  Taepings,  because  they  themselves 
recognise  no  laws  but  those  of  their  own  making ; and 
are  not  particular  in  observing  them. 

Intervention,  in  an  international  sense,  implies  partisan- 
ship., and  the  espousal  of  a cause.  There  has  been  no  de- 
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sire  to  intervene  in  this  sense,  but  only  to  interpose  our  arms 
in  self-defence.  Intervention  of  the  specific  and  limited 
cliaracter  here  referred  to,  should  more  properly  be 
regarded  as  simply  a prohibition,  issued  to  those  wlio 
recognise  no  law,  are  bound  by  no  treaties,  and  respect 
only  force.  A declaration  that  at  the  consular  ports, 
where  foreign  powers  have  large  vested  interests  and 
treaty  rights,  no  one,  in  wanton  spoliation,  shall  be  al- 
lowed to  destroy  them ; — and  with  them,  the  lives  and 
property  of  thousands  of  peaceable  inhabitants,  with 
whom  we  have  daily  relations  of  amity  and  commerce. 
If  the  right  to  intervene  and  the  necessity  for  such 
interference  are  defensible  on  these  grounds,  the  ad- 
vantages of  such  a course  are  stiU  more  clearly  demon- 
strable. The  population  of  these  ports  will  learn  to  look 
upon  us  as  their  best  friends,  and  a sure  defence  against 
violence  and  wrong  they  are  otherwise  unable  to  resist. 
The  insurgent  rabble  themselves  wiU  regard  us  with  all 
the  more  respect  for  our  determined  bearing ; and  the 
Imperial  Government  may  even  be  grateful  for  exertions, 
by  whicli  the  custom-house  revenues  (becoming  every  day 
of  greater  importance  to  them)  are  preserved  from  the 
grasp  of  their  enemies.  And  whether  grateful  or  not,  the 
Emperor’s  counsellors  cannot  help  seeing,  by  such  ser- 
vice, that  they  have  a direct  interest  in  the  preservation 
of  foreign  commerce,  and^  the  relations  of  good-will  con- 
nected with  its  developement.  No  doubt  this,  or  any  other 
course  that  might  be  adopted  for  the  protection  of  our 
commerce,  is  open  to  criticism,  as  involving  us  in  a serious 
undertaking  with  many  difficulties.  But  one  thing,  I re- 
peat, is  clear ; we  must  either  intervene,  (singly,  or  with 
other  poAvers,}  to  protect  at  least  one  or  more  of  the  great 
centres  of  our  trade  in  China, — or  make  up  our  minds  to 
see  it  destroyed  by  the  insurgent  bands  ravaging  the 
country.  Are  those  who  advocate  a lai.ssez  faire  policy, 
and  abstinence  from  aU  protective  measures,  prepared  for 
such  a sacrifice  of  trade  and  revenue  ? If  not,  ‘ qui  veut 
la  Jin,  veut  les  inoyem' 

These  consideration.^  of  general  policy  very  naturally 
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suggested  tlieinselves,  with  the  still  evident  traces  of  the 
savage  and  wanton  destruction,  wrought  by  a handful  of 
horeeboys  and  rabble  Cantonese,  once  more  under  my 
eyes.  Wide  spaces,  fdlcd  only  with  ruins,  lie  between  the 
foreign  settlement  and  the  city  walls,  which  I remembered 
completely  covered  with  Chinese  streets,  the  homes  of 
a large  and  industrious  population.  Within  the  walls,  per- 
manent loss  and  devastation  were  still  everywhere  ap- 
parent. Thousands  of  houses  had  been  levelled,  and  tens  of 
thousands  of  their  inhabitants  — either  tortured  to  death, 
beheaded,  or  aist  out  houseless  and  destitute  to  perish  in  the 
open  country ; — but  itwould  be  hard  to  find  a single  human 
being  who  had  reaped  any  tangible  or  permanent  benefit! 
Even  the  ruflian  leader,  Chin-a-lin,  who  alone  of  all  his 
followei's  made  his  escape  at  the  cajiture  of  the  city  (liy 
the  help  of  a foreign  merchant),  was  prowling  about 
Hongkong  the  other  day,  trying  in  vain  through  more 
foreign  agency,  to  get  posse.ssion  of  a certain  lot  of  ground 
in  Shanghai.  'I'here,  known  only  to  himself  he  said,  lay 
buried  a lac  of  dollars — wrung  from  the  tears  and  agony 
of  his  tortured  victims.  As  many  in  Eurojie  have  not 
enjoyed  the  advantage  of  a personal  acquaintance  with 
the.se  disciples  of  Taeping,  I beg  to  introduce  them  more 
particularly  in  a study  from  nature,  made  by  a warm 
partisan  of  theirs,*  con  amove. 

As  I threaded  my  way  amidst  crowded  thoroughfares, 
and  scrambled  over  the  rubbish  of  fallen  houses,  de- 
stroyed when  the  insurgents  fired  the  city  as  they  sought 
to  escape, — some  of  the  more  striking  features  of  our 
position  in  China  involuntarily  occupied  my  thoughts. 
To  this  place,  where  so  many  years  of  my  life  had 
lieen  spent,  I had  now  returned  for  a moment,  after  a 
two  years’  absence  in  Europe, — and  therefore  could  look 
upon  old  scenes,  with  some  of  the  fre.shness  of  eye 
wMiich  an  artist  brings  to  his  work,  after  a long  rest  has 
I’estored  the  power  of  distinguishing  the  tints,  often  de- 

• S(>('  woofinit  in  followina:  pufro. 
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stroycd  or  impaired  by  a too  constant  gaze  on  the  same 
glaring  colours.  The  changes  and  wonderful  <levelope- 
ment  of  trade  a few  years  had  brought  about  in 
Shanghai,  the  chief  of  the  five  ports  originally  opened 
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under  treaty  in  184.3,  are  such  as  can  hardly  1m?  realised 
by  any  one  away  from  the  spot.  Nothing  more  sui^risin 
has  ever  been  seen  in  the  annals  of  colonisation  or  trade. 
When  Ifirst  arrived  in  Shanghai  in  184fi,to  take  possession 

* Scr  notp  next  pajre. 
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of  a po.«t  which  I held  for  nine  years,  tlicre  were  but  tliree 
or  four  houses  on  the  ‘ Bund,’  or  river  front, — which  now 
extends  in  a continuous  line  nearly  two  miles,  to  the  south 
gate  of  the  city.  Behind, — away  in  the  midst  of  cornfields 
and  Chinese  hamlets, — was  the  beginning  of  a Missionaiy 
settlement,  supposed  to  be  far  enough  in  the  countiy, 
never  to  bo  overtaken  by  the  all  encroaching  and  mun- 
dane pursuits  of  commerce.  It  was  difficult  in  1859  for 
me  to  find  my  way  through  a veiy  labyrinth  of  streets 
and  houses,  to  where  the  once  isolated  missionary  village 
looked  out  on  the  open  countiy.  The  busy  hum  of  voices 
and  din  of  traffic  is  now  everywhere  around  them.  Crowds 
of  men,  Jew,  Pagan,  and  Christian,  Buddhist  and  Parsee, 
Chinese  and  European,  fill  the  streets,  with  endle.ss  gangs 
of  coolies  chaunting  their  paviour-like  sound  to  keep 
each  other  in  step, — as  they  press  on  beneath  heavy 
burdens  of  tea-chests,  bales  of  silk,  and  long-cloth. 
Sedan-chairs,  with  Chinese  brokers  inside,  are  rushing 
madly  on,  to  the  imminent  danger  of  the  eyes  of  pedes- 
trians, from  tlic  projecting  poles  of  the  chairs  just 
reaching  to  the  level  of  the  head.  The  thousands  of 
Chinese  who,  since  the  seizure  and  de.struction  of  the 
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tho.‘»e  the  ratio  of  increase  and  the  actual  amount  of  the  import  trade  ia 
comparatively  small.  This  summary  is  taken  from  the  Custom  House  re- 
turns published  under  the  Foreifjn  Inspectors ; and  it  is  but  justice  to  say, 
that  their  completeness  and  general  accuracy  is  not  one  of  the  least  services 
they  have  rendered  to  commerce.  See  Appendix  A for  some  additional 
details. 
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city  by  the  insurgt'iits,  have  been  continually  pressing 
within  our  limits,  give  a fabulous  value  to  the  land. 
Wherever  a spare  lot  could  be  had,  they  have  either 
leased  or  bought  it,  and  built  houses. 

The  original  occupants  of  European  race  run  some 
ri.sk  of  being  jostled  out  of  their  possessions,  just  as 
these  pushed  and  bought  out  the  native  possessors  of  the 
soil ; a sort  of  retributive  justice  perhaps, — but  one  that 
was  little  anticipated  when  every  elTort  was  being  made, 
some  ten  or  fifteen  years  before,  to  get  all  the  land 
into  foreign  hand.s.  This  result  was,  however,  clearly 
enough  foreseen  by  myself  in  the  beginning; — and  an  en- 
deavour was  made,  both  by  my  predecessor  Col.  Balfour 
at  the  very  outset,  and  subsequently  by  myself, — to  keeji 
the  ground  within  the  limits  of  the  Foreign  Gonces.sion 
exclu-sively  for  foreignei-s,  as  better  for  the  permanent  in- 
terests of  these,  and  the  security  of  the  settlement.  But 
if  it  be  true  that  there  nov’er  was  an  Act  of  Parliament 
through  which  a clever  lawyer  could  not  drive  a coach 
and  six  ; it  is  still  more  certain  there  are  no  laws  or 
regulations  which  can  be  so  applied  to  various  nation- 
alities in  an  Eastern  country,  that  they  may  not,  and 
tcill  not,  be  broken  through.  What  .some  may  do 
Avith  profit  and  impunit}’,  can  never  be  clTectually 
prohibited  to  others.  And  so  the  once  Foreign 
Settleracnt  has  become  a Chinese  town ; and,  as  a 
natural  consequence,  has  gone  through  a series  of 
panics  during  the  last  few  yeai"s,  lest  it  .should  be 
given  over  to  sack  and  plunder  on  the  approach  of 
tlie  insurgents,  after  the  fashion  of  Chinese  cities ; — the 
greatest  danger  coming  from  the  Chine.se  population 
within  the  boundaries,  and  in  the  very  midst  of  Avhich 
everj’  foreigner  now  must  live.  The  natives  are  probalily 
in  the  proportion  of  a hundred  to  one  of  the  foreign- 
el’s.  Hitherto  this  calamity  has  been  averted  by  British 
and  French  forces  ; but  as  this  also  may  come  to  an 
end,  being  much  too  expensive  a proce.ss  for  pennanent 
adoption,  the  future  of  Shanghai  is  by  no  means  .so 
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seciu’c  as  one  would  wish  to  see  it.  It  is  true,  inaiiy  of 
the  wealthier  and  better  classes  of  Chinese  have  taken 
refuge  iu  the  Foreign  Settlement;  and  as  they  have  much 
to  lose,  their  j)resence  affords  a certain  security.  Yet 
even  this  is,  after  all,  wordi  very  little ; for  natunilly 
timid,  and  of  unwarbke  disposition,  they  would  only  Hock 
together  or  fly  the  place  in  time  of  danger,  like  so  many 
sheep  on  the  approach  of  wolves.  And  in  their  train, 
thousands  of  Chinese  who  have  nothing  to  lose, — many  of 
the  woi'st  cUisses  indeed, — have  also  taken  up  their  abode 
in  the  Foreign  Settlement  iis  an  Alsiitia,  where  no  law  of 
their  own  country  can  reach  them  ; and  no  power  of  the 
stranger  exists,  to  deal  with  an  evil  of  this  nature.  Many 
years  ago,  when,  tis  Her  Majesty’s  Consul,  I used  to  fore- 
shadow jjrecisely  this  state  of  ail'aii's,  with  some  faint  ho])c 
at  first,  of  inducing  the  more  influential  of  the  residents 
among  my  own  countiymen  more  es})ecially,  to  second  my 
efl(;)rts  and  prevent'thL'i  location  of  Chinese  among  them,  as  a 
permanent  source  of  danger,  and  a grievous  deterioration 
of  the  settlement  iu  Jill  save  the  immediate  dollar  value  of 
the  land  and  houses, — I had  a conversiition  with  one  of 
them,  honest  and  outspoken  enough  to  tell  the  whole  truth. 

‘ No  doubt  your  antici])ations  of  future  evil  have  a certain 
foundation,  and  indeed,  may  be  correct  enough  — though 
somethuig  may  be  lu'ged  on  the  other  side,  as  t(j  the  ad- 
vantages of  having  the  Chinese  mingled  with  us,  and  de- 
parting from  the  old  Canton  system  of  isolation  — but 
upon  the  whole,  I agree  with  you.  The  day  will  probably 
come,  when  tho.se  who  then  may  be  here  Avill  see  abun- 
dant cause  to  regret  what  is  now  being  done,  in  letting 
and  subletting  to  Chinese.  But  in  what  way  am  I and 
my  brother  landliolders  and  speculators  concerned  in  this  ? 
You,  sus  H.M.’s.  Consul,  are  bound  to  look  to  national  and 
permanent  interests  — that  is  your  business.  But  it  is  my 
business  to  make  a fortune  with  the  least  possible  loss  of 
time,  by  letting  my  laud  to  Chine.se,  and  buikhng  for  them  at 
thirty  or  forty  per  cent,  interest,  if  that  is  the  best  thing  I 
can  do  with  my  money.  In  two  or  three  yeais  at  farthest, 
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I hope  to  realise  a fortune  and  get  away ; and  what 
can  it  matter  to  me,  if  all  Shanghai  disappear  afterwards, 
in  fire  or  flood  ? You  must  not  exj)ect  men  in  my 
situation  to  condemn  themselves  to  years  of  prolonged 
exile  in  an  unhealthy  climate  for  the  benefit  of  posterity. 
We  are  money-making,  practical  men.  Our  business  is  to 
make  money,  as  much  and  as  fast  as  we  can  ; — and  for  this 
end,  all  modes  and  means  are  good  which  the  law  permits.’ 
ily  plain-spoken  friend  quite  convinced  me  I was  losing 
time  in  any  efforts  to  stem  the  tide  of  land-jobbing 
and  house-building  for  Chinese  tenants,  who  could  be 
found  to  repay  the  CJipiUtl  of  land  and  house  by  a two  or 
three  years’  rent ; and  so  ended  my  desire  to  continue  the 
struggle,  too  evidently  hopeless.  And  as  long  as  there  is 
land  still  to  be  bought  up,  and  room  to  build  more 
houses,  and  Great  Britain  supplies  means  of  protection 
(barring  now  and  then  an  uncomfortable  panic  of  the  des- 
truction of  the  whole  by  fire  and  pillage  from  the  enemy 
■within  the  citadel,)  ‘ all  goes  on  as  meny  as  a marriage 
bell.’  Successive  merchants,  clerks,  and  storekeepei-s — 
generations  of  them  so  to  speak,  come  and  disappear,  st:iy 
their  time  of  five  or  ten  years,  and  carrj'  off  a fortune — 
rejoicing  in  the  Boiu’bon  consolation  — aj>rhs  mot  le 
delude  I They  have  snatched  wealth  out  of  the  fire,  and 
so  may  others  after  them, — or  if  not,  tant  pis  I The 
merchant  feels  he  must  be  quick  in  a climate  as  tiy- 
ing  as  that  of  China.  lie  has  to  snatch  a fortune 
from  the  jaws  of  death  ; — and  unless  he  make  haste,  it  is 
more  than  probable  he  wiU  only  dig  his  own  grave,  and 
be  snatched  away  himself.  But  on  the  other  hand  it 
must  be  confessed  these  are  conditions  sadly  adverse  to 
any  attempt  on  the  part  of  constituted  authorities  to  pro- 
vide for  the  future  security  and  well-being  of  a foreign 
settlement  at  the  expense  of  the  jnesent; — lioAvover  small 
this  may  be,  or  great  and  permanent  the  other.  I saw 
with  the  more  satisfaction,  therefore,  that,  desi)ite  of  all 
this, — the  Municipality,  of  which  the  foundations  were 
laid  in  my  day, — still  survived  as  an  institution ; and 
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ovon  under  the  strain  of  an  enormous  increase  of  pro- 
perty  and  population,  did  good  service,  — tliough  mani- 
festly becoming  inadequate  to  meet  the  growing  exigencies. 

We  left  Slianghai  for  Nagasaki,  after  a delay  of 
some  da}’S,  having  been  detained  by  incessant  rains, 
heavy  enough  even  to  prev'ent  coaling.  When  it  rains 
in  Shanghai,  it  does  so  in  earnest, — sets  all  wateqmoof 
devices  at  naught,  and  reduces  the  roads  to  a sea  of  mud, 
hardly  passable  except  on  stilts  ; — a state  of  things  Avhich 
materially  diniinishes  any  regret  at  leaving  it. 


I could  not  hcl[)  reflecting,  as  we  steamed  out  of  the 
Ilicanij-po  (the  tributary  river  on  which  Shanghai  is 
situated)  that  it  would  not  be  among  the  least  curious 
or  important  of  the  incidental  results  attaching  to  the 
enlarged  tralTic  and  intercourse,  even  then  raj)idly  de- 
veloping between  this  port  and  Japan,  that  chiefly  by 
and  through  the  Chinese  ports  (the  more  nearly  assimi- 
lated wants  and  tiistes  of  the  two  races  mainly  aiding, 
in  combination  with  the  activity,  enterprise,  and  capitjil 
of  British  merchants),  a great  trade,  opening  up  the  re- 
soiu’ccs  of  both  semi-secluded  empires,  should  be  de- 
veloped. This  was  no  part  of  the  original  design  of 
the  Western  Powere  in  framing  the  recent  treaties,  but 
only  thus  was  any  foreign  trade  in  the  first  instance 
created  and  developed.  A Chinese  trade  with  Japan 
already  existed  at  Naga.siiki,  of  very  old  date ; and  though 
much  diminished  m value  and  importiince,  like  the  Dutch, 
it  still  retained  some  vitality  up  to  the  date  of  the  opening 
of  new  ports  under  treaties.  Wants  had  been  created 
the  natural  products  of  Japan  could  not  (or  did  not)  supply, 
for  which  they  had  been  accustomed  therefore  to  look 
to  a foreign  market ; and  thus  the  Japanese  mind  had 
been  familiarised  with  the  idea  at  least,  that  a foreign  trade 
might  exist  with  advantage  to  themselves.  That  the 
greater  part  of  such  Chinese  trade  would  pa“s  into  foreign 
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luinds,  and  ours  more  particularly,  might  safely  be 
predicted  from  the  beginning.  But  this  carrying  trade 
between  China  and  Japan  is  not  certainly  the  commerce 
to  which  we  more  especially  desired  to  open  the  way  by 
our  treaty.  Onr  aim  and  hope  was  to  create  a direct  trade, 
by  the  interchange  of  Japanese  products  with  British 
goods.  Thus,  as  in  a thousand  instances,  we  are  reminded 
of 

— 'a  Divinity  that  shapes  onr  ends, 

Rough  hew  them  how  we  -will.’ 

AMiat  we  have  sought  and  striven  for  may,  indeed,  be 
idtimately  obttiined ; but  neither  in  the  way  we  looked 
for, — nor  often  with  the  results  anticipated.  The  Cliineso 
foi’uied  a natural  and,  to  all  apitearance,  a nece.ssary  link  in 
the  first  developement  of  any  large  trade  between  Europe 
and  Japan ; — just  as  India  has  long  been  a connecting  fink 
with  China.  So,  ptissing  from  things  temporal  to  those  that 
are  spiritual,  — may  we  not  yet  find  that  Eoman  Catho- 
licism will  form  the  connecting  link  between  raganism 
in  its  many  idolatrous  forms,  and  a purer  rrotestantism  ? 
Though  I feel  this  is  dangerous  ground,  and  scarce  know 
whether  Eomanists  or  Protestants  would  most  vehemently 
repudiate  as  injurious  any  inference,  that  in  the  ways  of 
Providence,  cither  could  be  beholden  to  the  other ; — or 
the  final  [iropagation  of  Christianity  among  the  heathen 
be  dependent  upon  an  order  of  jirogression, — still  I have 
a strong  conviction  on  the  subject.  The  Jews,  under  an 
inspired  leader,  did  not  emerge  out  of  Egyptian  idolatiy 
into  a j)ure  Theism,  without  many  intervening  stages  of 
progress  ; — of  semi-idolatry,  and  as.similations  to  the  cere- 
monial and  material  worshi])  they  left  behind.  ^lan  seems 
ill  designed  or  constituted  for  such  sudden  leaps  fn)m 
darkness  into  light ; and  all  past  inksionarj’  ex])erience, 
I think,  goes  far  tt)  enforce  the  unwelcome  trutli  at  which 
lam  glancing, — that  the  abstract  doctrines  of  a Protestant 
faith,  find  acce])tance  among  a heathen  and  idolatrous 
races  with  infinitely  greater  dilliculty  than  Romanism. 
Such  is  cerDiinlv  the  fact.  It  mav  admit  of  other  and 
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better  explanation  perhaps,  but  tlii.s  alone  sugge.sts  itself 
to  me  as  both  adequate  and  satisfactory.  With  one  reflec- 
tion more  I take  my  leave  of  China,  whieli  may  one  day 
exercise  as  much  influence  on  the  Western  Avorld,  and  its 
relations  Avith  the  Eastern  races,  as  Ave  can  ever  hope  to 
exercise  on  them.  It  has  been  ingeniously  remarked  by 
Mr.  Mill,  that  the  Chinese  have  succeeded  beyond  all 
hope,  in  Avhat  English  philanthropists  of  the  present  day 
are  so  industriously  Avorking  at, — in  making  people  all 
ahke,  all  goA*erning  their  thoughts  and  conduct  by  the 
same  axioms  and  rules.  lie  goes  on  to  say  ‘ that  the 
modern  regime  of  public  opinion  is,  in  an  unorganised 
form,  Avhat  the  Chinese  educational  and  political  system 
are  in  an  organised  ; and,  uidess  individuahty  shall  be  able 
successfully  to  assert  itself  against  this  yoke,  Europe, 
notAvithstanding  its  noble  antecedents,  and  its  professed 
Christianity,  Avill  tend  to  become  another  China.’ 

It  is  curious  enough,  that  Avhile  all  things  tend  to  infuse 
into  the  Chinese  mind  ideas  of  progress,  of  change,  and 
developement, — even  at  the  price  of  great  internal  convul- 
sions, and  the  destruction  of  matei'ial  interests ; — one  of 
our  most  distinguished  Avriters  should  see,  in  the  tendency 
of  our  OAvn  habits  and  education,  Avorldly  and  other,  a 
retrograde  action  to  the  dead  level  mediocrity  and  immo- 
bihty  of  the  Chinese  mind  ! If  so,  the  tAvo  ends  of  the 
circle  trav'elling  fi-om  opposite  points,  may  ultimately  meet 
in  Japan, — Avhich  seems  scarcely  less  profoundly  stirred 
up  in  its  depths  by  the  sudden  contact  of  Europe,  than 
China,  but  not  so  steadily  bent  on  a collective  mediocrity. 

And  noAv  farcAvell  to  China.  Its  Ioav,  flat  cosist 
had  long  been  invisible  Avhen  I left  the  deck ; and  the 
Yangtze  no  longer  diAuded  the  blue  Avaves  of  the  open 
sea  Avith  its  mud-charged  Avaters, — yellow  and  turbid  in 
their  course  for  many  a mile.  A fit  symbol  it  seemed  of 
the  great  empire  through  Avhich  it  takes  its  troubled 
Avay;  bearing  oinvaids  the  disintegrated  fiagments  of  a 
material  creation  fast  passing  aAvaj',  to  be  built  up  sigain, 
it  may  be,  Avith  ncAV  elements  and  in  other  forms.  The 
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oldest  empire  Avill  not  last  for  ever,  any  more  than  tlie 
lulls  and  mountains  which  this  mij^hty  river  is  slowly  but 
surel)'  carrying  into  the  depths  of  the  sea.  So  I took  my 
leave  of  this  empire  of  the  ‘ Ixml  of  ten  thousand  isles,’ 
one  of  the  many  oriental  titles  of  the  sovereign  Avho 
rehjns  over  China,  but  certainly  does  not  govern.  His 
over-grown  family  of  four  hundred  millions  of  ‘ black- 
haired children,’  as  he  affectionately  styles  them,  have  led 
their  ‘ father  ’ an  unea.sy  life  for  many  long  years  past. 
Nor  can  the  wisest  see  the  end  of  all  the  troubles  which 
distract  the  country,  from  the  Great  Wall  to  thebonlers  of 
Nepaul. 

How  far  the  closer  contact  of  foreign  nations,  and  the 
presence  of  their  Representatives  in  Pekin,  may  influence 
the  fund  issue  between  the  Emperor  and  his  insurgent 
subjects  ; — or  help  to  give  the  jiower  now  wanting,  to  put 
down  the  Avandering  hordes  of  banditti  and  malcontents 
Avith  whom  pillage  is  the  end,  and  political  change  only 
the  pretext, — is  the  problem  now  Avaiting  solution  b}' 
the  progi-ess  of  events.  ‘ Far  Cathay,’  an  appropriate  title 
once,  and  no  poetic  fiction  when  Coleridge  A\Tote,  has 
ceased  to  be  aiipUcable  to  the  empire  of  ‘ Kublai  Klian.’ 
Steam  and  railroad  have  placed  London  and  Canton 
Avithin  six  Aveeks  of  each  other.  It  Avas  but  a fcAv 
yeai-s  since  I heard  one  of  the  East  India  Company’s 
serv'ants,  Avho  had  knelt  in  his  youth  before  the 
throne  of  ‘ Taou  Kicang  ’ (the  late  emperor’s  father), 
describe  the  long  and  Aveary  tAvelve  months  that  useil  to 
elapse  before  they  could  hope  to  receive  an  ansAver  to  their 
lettere  despatched  to  Europe  from  Canton ! Hoav  their 
successors  grumble  now  if  the  mail  gun  at  Hongkong  does 
not  announce  its  arrival  Avithin  forty-tAVO  days  from  IMar- 
scilles  I FeAver  days  nearly  than,  a centuiy  ago,  it  re- 
quired weeks.  And  more  is  yet  promised.  Soon  the  electric 
telegraph  may  flash  intelligence  from  Pekin  to  St.  James’s 
in  less  than  ns  many  hours,  A'ifi  Siberia  and  St.  Petereburg. 
It  is  idle  then  to  talk  of  distance,  the  true  measure  of 
Avhich  is  Time.  If  it  take  longer  to  penetrate  into  the 
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heart  of  ‘ Old  Castile  ’ than  to  reach  Canton,  we  are  to 
all  intents  nearer  to  the  latter ; and  Pekin  is  infinitely 
fiirther  from  Canton,  than  Canton  itself  is  from  London, 
for  access,  traffic,  or  communication.  This  is  one  of 
those  suggestive  facts,  which  appear  full  of  promi.se,  in 
regard  not  only  to  the  relations  of  Europe  with  China, 
but  to  the  destinies  of  the  Chinese  Empire  and  race, — 
though  pregnant  with  change  and  not  exempt  fi-om  danger. 
It  must  needs  be  so,  whether  Treaty  Powers  in  their 
wisdom  desire  it  or  not.  With  or  ■\\dthout  their  consent 
(it  may  well  be  without  their  prescience),  influences  are 
ah’eady  active, — calculated  to  bring  about  great  changes 
among  the  Chinese,  and  in  their  intercourse  with  Western 
nations.  And  they  are  precisely  the  influences  over 
which  there  is  the  least  control  to  be  exercised  by  go- 
vernments, even  were  they  more  clearly  recognised. 
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VOVAOt  TO  NAOAS.VKI  JAl'AN  AS  IT  WAS,  OR  A OLANCE  AT  THE 

JAl'AXESE  ClIliOXICLES,  ASO  WHAT  THEY  TELL  LS. 

SQU.VLLS  and  gales  with  drencliing  rain,  and  a pitch- 
ing sea  every  now  and  then  sweeping  in  at  tlie 
sternports,  if  in  a moment  of  misplaced  conlidence  they 
had  been  opened  for  air  and  light,  were  the  chief  inci- 
dents of  the  passage  from  China  to  Japan ; and  this  in  the 
‘ pleasant  month  of  May  ’ — a description  by  no  means  ap- 
jilicable  in  these  latitudes. 

We  see  the  land  at  last ; a long  sweep  of  coast  with  a 
bold  outline  : but  where  ? at  what  point  P No  sun  for  an 
obsen  ation  from  day  to  day  ; you  may  be  near  yoirr  jxirt, 
but  dare  not  run  on  in  the  night  through  a dense  sea-fog ; 
so  the  good  ship  stops  her  course  and  ‘ lies  to  ’ for  the 
night.  The  next  morning  finds  you  ‘ as  you  were,’  wind 
‘dead  ahead,’  squalls  and  rain  or  haze  the  only  alternations, 
the  sun  your  only  hope,  — and  nothing  apparentl)'  more 
hopeless  than  its  appearance.  You  console  youi-self  by 
the  reflection  that  a blanket  is  desirable  at  night,  and 
a pea-jacket  of  the  thicker  sort  an  essentiid  by  day.  But 
how  long  it  is  to  last,  no  ouc  can  tell.  To  the  end  of  the 
wet  sea.son  P As  much  time  almost  ma)'  be  consiuned  in 
going  from  Hong  Kong  to  Yeddo,  as  is  required  to  reach 
China  from  England ! 

One  of  the  first  step.s  towards  the  opening  of  a direct 
trade  with  Great  Britain  would  seem  to  be  a good  survej' 
of  the  Japanese  coasts,  and  the  erection  of  lighthouses  or 
beacons  ; — some  landmarks  that  may  sujiply  the  jilace  of 
an  obseiwation,  and  enable  the  navigator,  when  he  makes 
the  coast,  — to  tell  his  whereabouts,  and  how  to  shape 
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liis  course.  I made  great  efforts  immediately  after  my 
arrival  to  obtain  the  .services  of  our  surveying  .ships  in 
the  China  Sea.s  ; — but  the  war  and  other  circumstances 
prevented  success  until,  in  18G1,  a beginning  to  supply 
the  deficiency  Avas  made.  Cajjtain  Capella  of  the  Dutcli 
Navy,  in  command  of  II.X.M.S.  the  ‘ Balli,’  had  in  the 
meantime  made  a sort  of  commencement,  by  Diking  his 
ship  through  the  inland  sea  or  strait,  stretching  between  the 
islands  of  Kiusiu,  Sikok,  and  Nipon,  and  coasting  round 
the  latter  to  Ilakodadi  and  Neeagata ; — the  ] lort  on  the 
west  coii-st,  Avhich  by  treaty  was  to  be  opened  to  foreign 
trade  on  January  1,1801.  His  report, however,  only  tended 
to  sliow  hoAv  great  was  the  necessity  of  accurate  surve^-.s. 

While  thus  ‘ 13’ing  to  ’ in  the  trough  of  the  Japane.se 
8eas,  hoping  against  hope  for  better  times,  and  a glimpse 
of  sunshine; — I tried  to  look  into  the  sources  of  all  our 
existing  information  on  the  country  and  the  peojile,  so  long 
and  succe.s.sfully  secluded  from  the  enquiring  European  ; 
— and  soon  uoav  to  be  laid  open  to  all  comers. 

‘ To  let  the  reader  see  Japan  with  the  succe.ssive  ej'es 
of  all  those  who  have  visited  it  ’ — ‘ Japan  as  it  was  and 
is,’  the  declared  object  of  more  than  one  of  the  recent 
compilations  on  Japan,  is  a vciy  laudable  one,  no  doubt, — 
but  who  is  to  write  the  book?  ‘Japan  as  it  was  and  is’ 
must  obviouslj'  be  for  other  hands  than  those  of  writem 
who  merel}’  compile  in  New  York  or  London  from  what 
has  been  already'  written  bj'  the  few  attaches  of  the  Dutch 
factoiy ; — Avho  at  long  intervals  gave  to  the  public  the  re- 
sults of  their  very' limited  opportunities  of  pei’sonal  obser- 
vation. Something  of  Avhat  Japan  is,  and  promises  to 
be  in  its  connection  with  foreign  nation.s,  I hope  to  tell 
as  I go  on; — but,  in  the  meanAvhile,  let  me  (ill  up  the 
dreaiy  blank  of  a voyage  to  the  coast,  through  mist  and 
min  and  baffling  winds, — ly  a sketch  of  Japan  and  the 
Japanese,  if  not  as  they  icere,  at  least  as  they  ajjpeared  and 
have  been  ah’eady  painted  by  others,  Avith  more  or  less 
of  accuracy,  according  to  their  poAA'cr  and  opportunities. 

The  sources  from  AA’hich  such  information  is  to  be  draAvn 
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are  not  very  numerous.  Tlie  letters  of  some  of  tlie  early 
roituguese  and  Spanish  missionaries  before  their  final  ex- 
pulsion from  the  country  in  1G42 ; the  pilgrimages  or 
vo)’ages  of  various  navigators  comjiiled  by  Purchas,  and 
cmbixlying  much  of  the  information  accessible  two 
centuries  ago ; — lastly,  the  contriliutions  from  chiefs  and 
medical  oflicci's  of  the  Dutch  factory  complete  the  list. 
And  the  last  of  these  were  shut  up  in  Decima,  except 
during  a journey  every  three  or  four  years  to  the  capital, 
well  guarded  and  caged  in  their  ‘norimons  ’ or  sedan  chairs 
— cages,  indeed,  fiom  the  windows  of  which  they  might 
obtain,  if  they  could  stoop  low  enough,  a sort  of  telescopic 
view  of  tlie  country  they  were  passing  through.  The 
writers  have  generally  been  the  medical  men  attached  to 
the  fitetory,  at  intervals  of  half  a centui'y  from  each  other. 
First  Kcempfer,  then  Thunberg,  and  lastly  Siebold  still 
living,  and  for  .some  time  in  the  sendee  of  the  Dutch 
Government’;  all  foreigners  — Swedish  or  German. 

Japan,  as  it  appeared  to  them,  in  its  government  and  in- 
stitutions— no  longer  the  New  Atlantis  which  ‘Marco 
ilillioiie’  of  Venetian  memory  had  two  centuries  earlier 
invested  with  strange  wealth  of  ‘ gold  and  pearls  and 
precious  stones  ’ — was  still  to  them  a land  with  a certain 
charm  attaching  to  it,  from  the  mysterj'  in  which  the  go- 
verning powers  enveloped  both  the  countiy  and  the  people. 
Then,  as  more  recently,  there  was  a strange  proneness  to 
look  uj)on  all  they  were  allowed  to  see,  through  a screen 
and  by  stealth,  as  .something  wondrous  and  Utopian. 
Here  especialh’  it  seems  to  have  been  ‘ omne  ignotum  pro 
magnifico.’  Like  Don  Quixote,  whose  imagination  invested 
a roadside  inn,  and  its  serving- wenches  of  questionable 
repute,  with  attributes  of  romance  which  left  nothing  to  bo 
de.sired,  — writei's  on  Japan  have  hitherto  seen  everything 
through  highly  coloured  glasses,  and  generally  of  a Claude 
Lorraine  hue.  They  remind  one  of  Dr.  Pangloss,  who 
‘ likes  everything  and  everybody,  and  believes  everything 
is  the  ver}’  best,  in  the  best  of  all  possible  worlds.’  Some 
diniculty  may,  therefore,  naturally  be  looked  for,  in 
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identifying  the  people  and  scenes,  -wlien  the  hard  practical 
understanding  of  the  nineteenth  century  is  brought  to 
bear  on  the  same  feature.s  and  institutions. 

I felt  we  soon  should  be  in  the  way  of  knowing  in  sober 
truth  this  modern  Ubipia  as  it  really  is  ; how  the  Empire 
is  constituted  and  governed,  how  the  people  live  and 
work  and  trade  ; — and,  though  last  not  least,  what  they 
are  likely  to  want,  which  Manchester  or  Birmingham  can 
supply.  What  they  are  in  a position  to  give  us  in  return 
was  not  the  least  interesting  part  of  the  question,  despite 
the  phraseology  of  protocols  and  treaties,  and  the  ‘ disin- 
terestedness ’ of  Treaty  Powers,  of  which  the  less  said  the 
better  perhap.s.  Nations  do  not  generallygo  to  the  expense 
or  trouble  of  making  treaties  without  a due  regard  to 
their  own  interests ; and  although  we  have  heard  very 
recently  of  nations  making  war  for  an  idea,  it  seldom 
turns  out  to  be  an  abstract  idea,  and  is  apt  to  take  — 
a very  solid  form  in  the  concrete. 

Has  the  universal  experience  of  mankind  left  this  lesson 
yet  to  be  learned  by  any  race  or  nation,  East  or  West  ? 
I should  say,  from  no  short  experience  of  Eastern  races, 
that  these,  of  all  others,  are  least  likclj^  to  bo  imposed 
upon  by  pretensions  to  a disinterestedness  that  has  no 
real  existence ; and  that  sound  policy  would  dictate  a 
perfectly  straightforsvard  coirrse  in  all  our  deahngs  with 
them.  We  are  too  apt,  perhaps,  to  treat  them  as  children, 
and  tell  them  nursery  stories,  forgetting  that  they  have 
long  outgrown  the  age  when  these  are  calculated  to  raise 
anything  but  a smile  of  incrorlulity  ; — and  sink  deeper  in 
their  hearts  a conviction  of  our  Avant  of  tnilh  and  honesty. 
Considering  their  natural  tendency  to  distrust,  this,  to 
.say  the  least,  is  superfluous  ; — and  without  much  sense  or 
mstlom  to  recommend  it.  Those  who  have  lived  longest 
in  the  East,  and  had  the  large.st  intercourse  Avith  all 
ranks,  best  know,  perhaps,  that  the  first  element  of  success 
and  influence,  among  both  rulers  and  people,  is  honesty  of 
purpose ; — never  belied  by  evasion  or  subterfuge,  but  car- 
ried out  with  the  courage  that  dictates  truth,  and  even 
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frankness — far  oftener  than  tlie  uninitiated  are  willing  to 
believe. 

Yon  tell  an  Eastern  potentate  or  oflicial  that  squadrons 
have  been  put  in  motion,  and  ambassadors  sent  from  the 
other  side  of  the  globe  in  the  purest  disinterestedness, 
desiring  only  to  confer  benefits,  and  enter  into  trade  for 
their  advantage,  — or  the  advancement  of  civili.sation  ; — 
and  while  he  pays  you  back  in  coin  of  the  same  alloy, 
always  at  his  command,  telling  you  ‘ so  it  must  be,’  ‘ for 
all  men  are  brothel's  ’ and  the  ‘great  Buddha,’  or  ‘Fo,’  or 
‘ Allah  ’ is  over  all, — he  will  bow  or  salaam  you  out,  mth 
the  profoundest  contempt  for  your  wisdom,  in  thinking 
that  he  could  be  imposed  upon  by  such  transparent  lies ! 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  we  may  teach  the  Japanese  both 
to  respect  and  tnist  us,  by  milking  no  vain  pretensions 
to  this  apocryphal  benevolence  and  disinterestedness,  — in 
nations  or  in  governments.  All  permanent  relations  of 
amity  between  different  countries  must  — in  these  days 
at  least — be  based  on  mutual  interests  or  advantages;  and 
any  attempt  to  build  them  up,  or  sustain  them  on  any 
other  foundation  than  this,  only  ends  in  failure. 

History  often  furnishes  plain  le.ssons  of  morality  as  well 
as  policy  to  those  who  can  read  aright ; but  it  is  not 
often  that  they  are  Avritten  in  such  clear  and  unmistakeable 
charactei-s  as  those  supplied  by  China  and  Japan.  And, 
curiously  enough,  there  is  between  the  two  countries, 
isolated  as  they  have  always  been  from  each  other,  but 
A\nth  Avhich  Europeans  had  contemporaneously  in  the 
sixteenth  century  such  free  and  cordial  intercourse,  a 
parallelism  so  jierfect,  in  all  that  took  place  with  each — 
in  the  events,  their  remote  and  immethate  causes,  and  the 
final  effects,  no  less  than  in  the  periods  and  successive  phases 
— that  it  would  almost  seem  as  though  the  lesson  to  be 
conveyed  to  mankind,  for  all  future  time,  had  been  deemed 
too  important  to  be  given  only  once  ; — and  was  therefore 
twice  repeated  with  different  races,  and  under  analogous 
conditions,  to  make  it  more  indelible  and  impressive.  So 
let  us  turn  over  the  pages  and  read  as  we  run,  for  the 
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handwiting  on  the  wall  of  Belshazzar’s  palace  wa.s  not 
more  plain ; and  as  the  mist  is  thickening  around,  and  no 
land  still  can  be  seen  — while  a tumbling  sea  makes  all 
efforts  at  the  perpendicular  vain  and  illusory  — we  shall 
certainly  have  traversed  the  three  centuries  which  lie 
behind  us  before  there  is  a chance  of  walking  through 
Nagasaki. 

When  the  three  Portuguese  adventurers,  under  the 
guidance  of  their  Chinese-junk  captain,  — %vithout  any 
credentials,  and  aU  of  doubtful  antecedents,  — fii-st  made 
theii’  appearance,  driven  by  stress  of  weather,  rather  than 
their  own  goodwill,  to  an  unknown  coast,  it  proved  to  be 
that  part  of  Japan  owning  the  sovereignty  of  the  Prince 
of  Bungo ; — and  we  find  the  Japanese,  though  vigilant, 
manifested  no  reluctance  to  admit  the  strangers.  They 
showed  them  much  kindness  even,  and  no  obstacle  was 
interposed  to  a free  trade  with  the  inhabi Units,  in  the  in- 
terchange of  such  commodities  as  they  had  with  them. 
The  natives  and  strangers  were  ultimately  so  well  pleased 
with  each  other  that,  by  an  arrangement  with  the  Prince 
of  Bungo,  a Portuguese  ship  was  to  be  sent  annually  ‘ laden 
Avdth  woollen  clothe,  furs,  silks,  taffetas,  and  other  com- 
modities needed  by  the  Japanese'  This  was  the  com- 
mencement of  European  intercourse  and  trade,  carrying 
us  back  to  1542-5. 

A few  years  later  Ilansiro,  a Jajianese  noble,  fled  his 
country  for  ‘ an  act  of  homicide  ’ (having  run  some  fellow 
subject  through  the  body  no  doubt)  and  took  refuge  in 
Goa.  There  he  was  converted  and  baptised. 

This  proved  the  second  link  in  the  chain ; for  being 
enterprising  and  shrewd,  and  animated  jirobably  with 
the  hot  zeal  of  a new  convert,  he  soon  persuaded  the 
merchants  of  Goa,  nothing  loath  we  may  imagine,  that 
they  might  establish  a pi'ofitable  trade  with  Japan  ; while 
to  the  Jesuit  fathers  he  promised  a rich  harvest  of  souls. 
He  obviously  preached  to  willing  ears  in  both  directions, 
and  foremost  among  his  listeners  was  the  Jesuit  apostle  of 
the  East,  Francis  Xavier,  who  had  recently  arrived. 
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A ship  was  forthwith  loaded  with  goods  and  presents 
AvhereAvith  to  commence  a permanent  trade.  For  the  ac- 
comphshment  of  spiritual  objects,  Francis  Xavier  himself 
embarked  Avith  the  Japanese  refugee,  and  a number  of 
Ills  order  as  missionaries.  A g<x)dly  freight  — Jesuit 
fathers  to  win  souls  — merchants  to  make  money  : — 
merchandise  for  the  people  and  their  carnal  wants — 
presents  to  propitiate  the  authorities, — all  were  duly  pro- 
vided ; and  thus  auspiciously  began  this  second  chapter. 

On  arriving  at  Bungo  they  were  received  with  open  arms, 
and  not  the  slightest  opposition  was  made  to  the  introtluc- 
tion  of  either  trade  or  rehgion.  No  sj'stem  of  exclusion 
then  existed ; and  such  Avas  the  spirit  of  toleration,  tliat 
tlie  GoA’crnment  made  no  objection  to  the  open  preaching 
of  Christianity.  Indeed,  the  Portuguese  Avere  freely  per- 
mitted to  go  Avhere  they  pleased  in  the  empire,  and  to 
travel  from  one  end  of  it  to  the  other.  ‘ The  people  freely 
bought  tlie  goods  of  the  traders,  and  listened  to  the  teach- 
iim  of  the  missionaries.’ 

O 

And  a little  later  Ave  find  it  said  that — ‘if  the  feudal 
princes  Avere  CA^er  at  any  time  ready  to  quarrel  Avith  the 
merchant,  it  Awa-s  because  he  Avould  not  come  to  their 
]X)rts.’  Passing  oiiAvard  a few  yeare,  Ave  find  the 
Christianity  of  tlie  Jesuit  fathem  spreading  rapidly  and 
universally ; princes  and  rulers,  nobles  and  plebeians, 
Avonien  and  children,  of  all  ranks  and  in  large  numbei*s, 
embraced  the  faith.  Churches,  IlospitiJs,  Convents 
and  Schools,  Avere  scattered  over  the  country.  Inter- 
marriages betAveen  the  Portuguese  and  AA'ealthy  Japanese 
Avere  frequent.  So  little  had  Christianity  to  fear  from  the 
disposition  of  the  governing  powers,  or  the  temper  of  the 
jieople,  that  the  only  opposition  they  encountered  in  these 
early  years  of  jiromise  and  fi-uitful  labour,  came  from  the 
Bonzes,  or  native  priesthood  ; and  they  seem  to  have  been 
powerless.  For  we  read  that,  feeling  their  religion  and  in- 
lluence  discredited  by  the  rapid  adoption  of  a rival  and 
hostile  creed,  they  appeiiled  to  the  emperor,  ‘ to  banish  the 
Jesuit  .and  Romish  monks; ’and  it  is  related,  ‘that  annoyed 
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by  their  importunities,  lie  asked  them  how  many  different 
rehgions  there  were  in  Japan  ? ’ They  answered  ‘ thirt}'- 
five.’  ‘ Well,’  said  the  emperor,  ‘ when  thirtj’-five  reli- 
gions can  be  tolerated,  we  can  easily  bear  with  thirty-six : 
leave  the  strangers  in  peace.’ 

After  forty  years,  the  Homan  Catholic  faith  was  in  such 
high  esteem,  and  had  such  undisputed  possession  of  the 
held  (no  Protestant  element  having  at  that  time  appeared 
on  the  scene),  that  a Japanese  embassy,  comjiosed  of  three 
princes,  was  sent  to  Home  to  Pope  Gregoiy  XIII.,  with 
letters  and  valuable  presents.  Their  reception  at  Rome 
was  not  only  magnificent,  but  their  whole  progress  through 
Sjiain  and  Italy  was  one  continued  ovation.  ‘ A nation  of 
thirty  millions  of  civilised  and  intelligent  people  had  been 
Avon  from  the  heathen ! ’ Great  indeed  Avas  tlie  joy  and 
triumph,  — and  this  A\'as  the  culminating  point  of  the 
Church’s  success. 

In  that  same  hour,  while  the  artillery  of  St.  Angelo 
answered  by  the  guns  of  the  Vatican,  A\^as  thundering  a 
Avelcome  to  the  Japanese  ambassadors, — an  echet  had  gone 
forth  from  the  Kubo-sama  or  sovereign  lord  of  Japan, 
banishing  all  Cathohe  missionaries  within  six  months,  on 
pain  of  death  ; and  ordering  all  the  crosses  to  be  throAvn 
doAvn,  and  all  the  churches  to  be  razed  to  the  ground. 

When  the  Jesuit  Superior,  Pere  Valignani,  returned 
with  the  ambassadors,  after  an  absence  of  eight  years  (so 
long  had  it  taken  to  exchange  amenities  across  distant  seas 
and  foreign  lands  in  tho.se  days),  he  found  this  edict  in 
force,  and  partially  carried  out.  The  old  King  of  Rungo, 
the  great  protector  of  the  Jesuits,  Avas  dead, — his  .successor 
ill-disposed.  AU  their  Cliristian  communities,  schools,  and 
hospitals,  had  been  suppressed  ; and  the  missionaries  dis- 
persed, expelled,  or  forced  into  concealment.  There  are 
fcAv  more  striking  examples  of  the  instability  of  human 
affairs  ; and  it  must  have  been  a cruel  bloAv  to  Valignani, 
as  the  Superior  of  the  Order, — so  long  happy  and  suc- 
cessful in  all  his  efforts. 

We  enter  on  the  third  and  last  phase  of  this  eventful 
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history.  The  first  edict  for  the  banishment  of  the  mission- 
aries Avas  published  in  June  l.’jSV.  All  that  folloAvs  is  but 
a narrative  of  partially  inteiTupted  persecutions,  the  decay 
of  trade, — increasing  restrictions,  and  at  last  the  oxpuLsion 
of  all, — amid  scenes  of  martyrdom  and  sweeping  destruc- 
tion. In  the  year  10.35,  the  Portuguese  wei’e  shut  up  in 
Decima,  and  only  allowed  to  trade  there,  amidst,  it  is 
said,  the  jeers  and  derision  of  their  Dutch  rivals. 

A year  or  two  later  the  fall  of  the  last  Christian  strong- 
hold, Simabara,  battered  in  breach  by  the  Dutch  artil- 
lery, under  Kockel)ecker,  marked  the  final  catastrophe ; 
and  the  close  of  aU  relations  but  the  miserable  ones 
allowed  to  the  Dutch  factory,  Avhich  an  avenging  Xemesis 
transferred  to  the  prison  bounds  of  their  mined  rivals  in 
Decima.  Since  that  date  until  recent  treaties  were  signed, 
no  Japanese  had  been  allowed  to  leave  his  island  home, 
nor  foreigners  to  land,  ikll  Avho  had  been  cast  on  shore, 
or  made  the  attempt,  had  either  been  killed  or  imprisoned. 
Great  must  be  the  power  Avielded  by  the  nders  of  tliis 
strange  countr}%  thus,  for  tAvo  centuries,  to  succeed  in  pre- 
venting the  departure  of  a single  Jajianese  subject ! Yet 
such  appears  to  be  the  fiict,  tliough  before  this  edict  they 
were  enterprising  sailors,  and,  if  Ave  may  believe  the 
records  of  the  jieriod,  not  only  ti’aded  Avith  the  Indian 
archipelago,  but  even  extended  tlieir  A'oy.ages  as  far  as  South 
America,  Thus  briefly  avc  haA'c  the  Avhole  historj'  of  Euro- 
pean intercoui'se  (for  thefcAv  attempts  made  by  the  British 
and  French  to  take  part  were  too  feeble  and  interrupted  to 
boAvorthy  of  much  note),  and  tAvo  questions  press  themselves 
on  the  attention  of  all  Avho  read.  Whence  the  seemingly 
sudden  and  A'iolent  change  in  the  policy  of  the  Japanese  ? 
And,  Avas  it  sudden  in  reality,  or  of  sIoav  and  insidious 
groAvth, — which  only  came  suddeidy  upon  Europeans, 
beaiuse  they  blinded  themselves  to  the  signs  of  change, 
and  indications  of  danger, — otherwise  plainly  enough  to  be 
discerned,  had  any  one  looked  Avith  clear  and  intelligent 
eye? 

The  accounts  of  the  period  are  full  of  details  of  feuds  be- 
tAA^een  the  difierent  monastic  orders — of  tlie  pride,  avance. 
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and  overbeaiing  arrogance  of  the  priests — the  over-reach- 
ing and  insatiable  cupidity  of  the  Portuguese  and  Spanish 
merchants  — which  latter  charges  are  not  even  limited  to 
the  laymen.  But,  admitting  all  these  causes  to  have  been 
in  operation,  and  exercising  the  influence  which  belong.s 
to  them, — it  is  impossible  to  doubt  that  other  and  more 
pi'ofound  causes  of  distrust  and  dissatisfaction  chiefly 
moved  Taiko-sama,  when  laying  the  foundation  of  his 
usurped  empire,  to  irreconcUeable  enmity, — directed  more 
especially,  if  not  altogether  and  exclusively,  against  the 
Padres  of  every  order  — and  their  converts.  One  cause 
of  such  enmity  lies,  indeed,  on  the  surface. 

The  great  success  of  the  Jesuits  and  missionaries  of 
various  monastic  ordei-s  had  been  based,  in  part  at  least, 
on  the  shifting  sands  of  pohtical  favour  and  influence  Avith 
the  feudatorj"  princes  in  their  several  territories ; a turbu- 
lent race,  as  was  the  same  class  in  the  days  of  the  early 
French  and  English  kings : — not  always  at  peace  with  each 
other,  and  often  in  league  against  their  Suzerain.  One 
of  the  most  obvious  conditions  of  strength  to  the  latter 
was  the  abasement  and  weakening  of  the  nobles.  Taiko- 
sama,  in  order  to  strengthen  and  render  hereditary  his 
sovereign  power,  necesstvrily  therefore  set  himself  to 
this  bisk  — as  (hd  Louis  XI.  and,  later,  Eichelieu  and 
Louis  XIV.,  in  France. 

Wniatever  was  identified  with  the  Feudal  chiefs  could 
not  fail  to  share  the  fate  of  an  order  doomed  to  destruc- 
tion or  humUiation.  Wliile  the  Jesuit,  therefore,  sought 
to  promote  the  objects  of  his  mission  by  favour  of  Princes 
and  court  influence,  and,  for  a time,  reaped  great  friut 
therefrom, — these  same  Feudatory  princes  were  looking 
to  force  and  intrigue  to  advance  their  own  interests,  and 
uphold  their  cause  against  an  ambitious  and  successful 
general,  who  had  seized  the  quasi  sceptre.  That  both  the 
princes  — and  their  proteges,  the  missionaiies — should  be 
involved  in  a common  ruin,  was  in  the  natime  of  tilings 
to  be  expected,  and  indeed  inevitable.  If  one  feudatory 
jiriuce  protected  Cliristianity,  it  was  equally  open  to  his 
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successor  or  rival  to  attack  and  persecute  it.  The  spiritual 
guide  who  had  put  his  trust  in  Princes  and  the  Sword, 
found  all  tlie  aid  of  man  impotent  to  save,  when  the  hour 
of  trial  and  pei-secution  came.  Tliey  had  built  upon  a 
mundane  foundation  with  the  aid  of  sword  and  buckler, 
and  by  the  same  was  their  ruin  effected. 

But  beneath  all  this  lay  other  causes,  wider  and  more 
penetrating,  as  Avell  as  more  permanent  in  their  inffuence. 
Another  and  far  more  fatal  element  of  destruction  had 
been  slowly  but  surely  preparing  the  way  for  the  final 
catastroplie  from  tlie  beginning, — undermining  the  veiy 
ground  on  which  the  whole  spiritual  edifice  was  built, 
whetlier  Jesuit  or  Augustinian,  Franciscan  or  Dominican, 
Slianiard  or  Portuguese,  fashioned  the  walls. 

The  determining  cause  of  the  downfiill  and  utter  de- 
struction of  the  lioman  Church  in  Japan  is  to  be  sought 
in  tlie  pretension  to  a spiritual  supremacy,  which  is  but 
another  name  for  the  monopoly  of  power,  since  all  that 
is  political  or  secular  must  bow  to  God’s  vice-regent  on 
earth,  who  claims  the  right  to  bind  and  to  loosen,  to  absolve 
subjects  of  their  oath  and  fealty,  and  dethrone  kings  by 
his  edict.  This  pretension  to  supremacy,  and  papal  in- 
fallibility — to  a power  as  unlimited  as  it  is  irresponsible, 
lias  been  woven  into  the  very  texture  and  fabric  of  the 
Church  of  Eome,  and  has  long  been  considered  inseparable 
from  it. 

The  Japanese  rulers,  who,  during  nearly  fifty  years  suc- 
cessively never  relaxed  in  their  policy  to  extirpate  out  of 
the  land  all  trace  of  the  missionaries  and  their  teaching ; 
and  Avere  deterred  by  no  thfficulties,  — no  sacrifice  of 
hfe  or  commercial  advantages,  and  never  stopped  until  their 
object  was  finally  accomplished, — clearly  saw  that  between 
them  and  such  teachers  there  could  be  neither  peace  nor 
truce.  The  tAvo  systems  Avere  necessarily  antagonistic  and 
mutually  destructi\'e.  The  Siogun  must  veil  liLs  poAver  to 
the  higher  pretensions  of  the  Pope  and  the  priests,  — hold 
it  from  their  hands,  liable  to  be  disjxissessed  at  their  plea- 
sure ; — or  be  engaged  in  interminable  conflict,  aU  the  more 
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dangerous,  that  spiritual  weapons  would  be  brought  to 
bear,  as  well  as  the  arm  of  flesh,  by  his  adversaries  of  the 
cowl  and  rosary.  Taiko-sama,  a man  of  no  ordinary  gifts 
apparently,  Avho  first  engaged  in  a war  to  the  death,  and 
issued  the  edict  of  extermination,  must  indeed  have  been 
something  more  than  dull,  not  to  have  his  doubts  raised 
and  his  worst  conclusions  verified  by  the  tenour  of  the 
letters  to  the  Pope,  given  by  the  three  feudal  princes  to 
their  ambassador. 

Hear  how  they  run.  Thus  writes  the  Prince  of  Bimgo  : 

‘ To  him  who  ought  to  be  adored  and  who  holds  the 
place  of  the  King  of  heaven,  the  great  and  very  holy 
Pope ; ’ and,  in  the  body  of  the  letter,  he  continues  in  the 
same  strain : ‘ Your  holiness  (who  holds  the  place  of  God 
on  earth).’ 

The  King  of  Arima  addresses  himself  ‘ to  the  veiy 
great  and  holy  lord,  whom  I adore,  because  he  holds 
on  earth  the  place  of  God  himself.’ 

The  Prince  of  Omara  goes,  if  possible,  farther : ‘ With 
hands  raised  towards  heaven,  and  sentiments  of  profound 
admiration,  I adore  tlie  most  holy  Pope,  who  holds  the 
place  of  God  on  earth.’ 

With  what  feelings  must  Taiko-sama  have  spelled  over 
these  acts  of  homage  to  an  alien  sovereign,  by  three  of 
the  leading  feudatoiy  princes  of  the  empire,  when  the 
death  of  Nobunanga  in  1582,  the  sovereign  friend  of  the 
missionaries,  threw  the  reins  of  power  into  his  hands? 
There  is  an  absurd  story  told  of  the  Siogun’s  jealousy 
having  first  been  roused  by  the  indiscreet  answer  of  a 
Spaniard,  who,  on  being  asked  how  his  master  had 
managed  to  possess  himself  of  half  the  world,  rephed : ‘ He 
commenced  by  sending  priests  who  win  over  the  people, 
and,  when  this  is  done,  his  troops  ai'e  despatched  to  join  tlie 
Christian,  and  the  conquest  is  easy  and  complete.’  I say 
it  is  absurd,  because,  in  the  first  place,  the  account  of  the 
process  then  in  vogue  is  much  too  near  the  truth  to  have 
been  openly  told  by  one  of  the  chief  agents; — and  next, 
it  was  too  palpably  calculated  to  lead  to  the  expulsion 
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of  the  narrator  and  all  his  race.  Nor  was  any  such 
plain-spoken  traveller  needed.  Taiko-saraa  must  have  been 
blind  not  to  have  seen  whither  the  Church  of  Eome  was 
tending ; and  how  irreconcileable  were  its  pretensions  and 
his  own. 

Another  law  than  that  of  the  Japanese  empire  had 
been  introduced ; and  other  Eulers  and  administrators 
than  those  nominated  by  either  Mikado  or  Siogiin  (the 
titular  and  the  effective  rulers  of  Japan)  were  in  full 
exercise  of  tlieir  functions,  claiming  from  Japanese  sub- 
jects, once  become  converts,  fealty  and  implicit  obedience 
to  the  Church’s  commands  — an  obedience  which  miglit 
at  any  time  be  turned  against  the  authority  and  rule 
of  the  territorial  Sovereign.  There  was  nothing  very 
far-fetched  in  the  conclusion,  or  monstrous  in  the 
assumption,  that  such  was  the  tendency  of  the  Church 
]X)lity.  That  same  sovereign  of  Spain,  whose  dominions, 
Taiko-sama  heard,  had  been  extended  over  half  the  world 
by  priestly  aid,  had  actually  moved  the  Pope  to  issue  a bull 
to  dethrone  the  Queen  of  England  in  favour  of  another 
pretender  to  the  ciwvn, — to  raise  up  conspirators  among 
lier  subjects,  and  release  them  from  all  oaths  or  ties  of 
allegiance. 

This  and  no  other  cause,  it  is  impossible  to  doubt,  led 
to  the  final  expulsion  of  every  European,  the  extermination 
of  every  Christian  convert,  and  the  closing  of  eveiy  port 
for  two  centuries.  The  amiihilation  of  commerce  and 
material  interests  was  merely  a necessary  consequence  of 
the  close  connection  that  had  subsisted  between  the  pro- 
fessors of  religion  and  the  traders, — taken  in  coimection 
Avith  their  common  nationality. 

And  this,  noAV  that  the  Japanese,  jdelding  to  major 
force  and  an  obvious  nece.ssity,  have  entered  into  Treaties 
Avith  foreign  poAvers,  will  undoiditedly  still  sow  distnist 
and  misgiving  in  the  minds  of  the  Japanese  nders.  And 
how  should  it  be  otherAvise  ? The  Church  of  Eome 
has  undergone  no  change,  neither  have  the  pretensions 
to  supreme  and  undisputed  poAver  in  the  ilikado  and 
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Tycoon,  (however  shared  between  them,)  been  modified. 
WTiy  slioidd  we  expect  the  Japanese  to  change  in  their 
estimate  of  the  true  tendency  of  the  Church  system  and 
doctrines  ? The  repugnance  which  the  Protestant  sovereign 
feels  to  hand  over  to  the  keeping  of  a spiritual  confessor 
and  director,  tlie  consciences  of  his  subjects — and  their 
individual  right  of  judgement,  may  well  be  allowed  to 
the  Eulers  of  a heathen  people,  in  no  degree  inferior  to 
many  European  populations  in  intelligence,  wealth,  and 
industry, — and  far  before  many,  in  their  long-eherislied 
and  well-defended  national  independence. 

If  these  matters  regarded  only  the  past,  I should  scarcely 
have  introduced  the  subject.  But  in  plain  truth,  they  are 
things  which  have  spning  again  into  life  under  recent 
treaties.  Actualities  which  we  must  be  prepared  to  meet 
face  to  face,  and  from  day  to  day,  — contributing  as  they 
will  in  no  slight  degree  to  the  difficulties  and  complications 
naturally  to  be  anticipated  in  the  renewal  of  long-inter- 
rupted relations,  between  two  races  so  entirely  distinct  as 
the  European  and  Japanese,  and  one  of  these  so  long  in 
hostile  isolation. 

As  to  the  leading  causes,  in  mercantile  affairs,  of  depre- 
ciation and  injury,  which  two  centuries  ago  may  have 
helped  the  religious  grounds  of  quarrel; — instead  of  form- 
ing, as  they  might  and  ought  tohave  formed,  a counterpoise 
to  stay  the  relentless  march  of  persecution,  little  more  need 
be  said.  Inordinate  cupidity, — an  over-reaching  spirit  of 
gain,  not  content  with  fair  and  mutually  advantageous 
terms  of  exchange, — may  make  a few  men  suddenly  ricli, 
but  never  can  build  up  a permanent  trade  of  national  im- 
portance. More  than  this, — it  is  very  evident  no  trade 
can  a.ssume  those  characters  of  largeness  and  pennanence 
with  mutual  benefit  in  the  results  (aU  conditions  easential 
to  the  developemeut  of  national  commerce),  where  one  of 
the  countries  must  pay  for  all  its  imports  in  the  precious 
metals.  Gold  and  silver  may  well  be  treated  as  com- 
modities in  the  commerce  of  European  nations,  because, 
though  some  imports  may,  by  each,  be  paid  for  in  the 
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precious  metals,  the  bulk  taken  will  always  be  in  ex- 
change for  a native  produce ; — while  some  of  this  in 
turn  may  be  bought  by  other  countries  for  gold,  and  thus 
any  great  drain  or  displacement  of  gold  and  silver  is  pre- 
vented. It  hits  not  hitherto,  or  always  been  so  in  the 
dealings  of  Western  countries  ■with  the  East.  This 
‘ leaking  out  ’ of  the  silver  in  Chma ; — of  the  ‘ bones  and 
marrow  of  the  land  ’ in  Japan  (to  use  their  own  cha- 
racteristic phraseology)  has  in  each  country  raised  a 
strong  feeling  of  hostility  to  all  foreign  trade,  among 
the  ruling  classes  in  both.  The  experience  of  the  past, 
therefore,  seems  strongly  to  enforce  this  one  lesson ; — 
that  if  we  would  see  foreign  trade  popidar  in  Japan,  and 
placed  under  conditions  of  healthy  developement,  — we 
must  find  among  their  raw  or  manufactured  products 
other  articles  of  exchange  than  the  precious  metjiLs.  The 
quantities  of  these  reported  to  have  been  shipped  by  the 
Portuguese,  and  later  by  the  Dutch  in  the  old  period,  is 
something  incredible.  They  were  enormous,  however, 
beyond  doubt,  and  furnish  a plain  proof  first,  that  there 
must  have  been  large  and  productive  mines,  — and  next, 
that  a very  disproportionate  value  must  have  been  ex- 
acted for  the  European  goods.  The  large  and  increasing 
drain  on  the  precious  mefiils,  coupled  with  the  small 
returns  in  European  fabrics,  there  can  be  no  question,  must 
have  greatly  disgusted  the  Japanese, — rendered  foreign 
trade  unpopidar,  and  formed  the  fittest  preparation  for  the 
edict  chjsing  the  counti’y  to  foreigners  altogether.  Thus 
it  is  that  by  an  over-reaching  spirit  we  ‘ o'erleap  and 
fall  on  t’other  side.’  Where  individuals  are  allowed  to 
seek  their  own  profit /a.'?  et  ne/off,  it  needs  no  prophet 
to  tell,  that  the  ruin  of  all  who  come  after  them  is  the 
only  end  that  can  be  anticipated.  One  set  of  traders  may 
be  enriched,  but  a nation  requires  that  the  goose  which 
lays  the  golden  eggs  should  not  be  killed  for  the 
jnirpose,  but  sedulously  nurtured  and  cared  for,  in  the 
interest  of  .succeeding  generations.  Fortunately,  one  rock 
on  which  all  the  traders  of  a former  time  in  Japan  made 
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wreck  has  been  removed  out  of  their  patli.  Merchants  of 
diflerent  countries  may  indeed  vihfy  each  other  as  in  olden 
times,  if  it  pleases  them, — unwanied  by  the  obvious  depre- 
ciation of  a//,  which  was  the  only  final  residt ; but  there 
is  some  consolation  in  the  thought  that  the  strongest 
motive  for  such  a hue  of  action  is  removed.  Monopolies 
of  the  trade  of  any  country  are  hap[)ily  no  longer  possi- 
bilities, and  only  to  be  numbered  with  things  of  the 
j)ast, — which  no  blindness  of  the  many,  or  selfishness  of  the 
few,  can  ever  resuscitate.  Moreover  in  the  present  day 
competition  secures  even  the  less  civilised  of  Eastern  races 
from  Western  greed  and  extortionate  prices.  Nor  are 
they  in  danger  now  of  taking  more  of  our  manufac- 
tiu-es  than  we  are  willing  to  take  of  their  produce.  The 
balance  of  trade  is  hkely  to  bo  quite  the  other  way  at 
first,  if  not  for  a long  period  to  come.* 

In  glancing  over  the  history  of  the  Past,  one  cannot 
avoid  being  struck  with  the  important  part  which  acci- 
dents, and  circumstances  often  seemingly  the  most  fortui- 
tous and  trivial,  played  in  the  first  discoveiy  of  Japan, 
no  less  than  its  subsequent  relations  with  Europe. 

To  Marco  Paolo’s  imprisonment  at  Genoa,  after  his 
return  from  Chijia,  we  owe  the  stirring  narrative,  which 
200  years  later  fired  the  imagination  of  Columbus,  and 
sent  him  Westward  in  quest  of  new  worlds.  And  thus 
to  dreams  of  Japan  we  are  indebted  in  no  small  degree 
for  the  discovery  of  America  hi  the  sixteenth  century  ! 
To  a half-piratical,  half-trading  expedition  of  three 
Portuguese  adventurers  in  a Chinese  junk,  driven  they 
knew  not  whither  by  stress  of  weather,  is  due  the  first 
discovery  of  Japan  itself : — and  to  the  escape  of  Ilansiro, — 

• This  has  heen  abundantly  verified  in  the  course  of  the  three  years  past. 
The  Japanese  have  bought  little — next  to  nothing  — and  that  little  only 
in  exchange.  The  foreign  trade  of  a million  sterling  annually  which 
has  been  created,  has  consisted  chiefly  of  exports  of  Japanese  produce, 
Silk  and  Tea ; the  greater  part  of  which  has  been  paid  for  in  silver, 
imported  into  the  country  for  that  purpose,  in  the  absence  of  any  consider- 
able demand  for  European  manufactures.  Precisely  the  same  results  are  to 
be  seen  in  the  Foreign  trade  with  ('hina  of  late  years  — notwithstanding  the 
vast  increase  in  the  import  of  opium  — from  7,000  chests  to  70,000  in  less 
than  a (juarter  of  a century.  We  take  twice  as  much  tea  and  silk  as  they 
are  willing  to  take  of  manufactured  goods  and  opium  combined. 
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and  tlie  ‘ homicide  ’ which  Avas  the  cause  of  his  flight,  the 
first  introduction  of  Christianity  is  to  be  traced.  Finally, 
to  Will  Adams’s  imprisonment  in  the  cells  of  Lisbon,  and 
his  frequent  colloquy  Avith  felloAv-prisoners  (Portuguese 
sailoi-s  Avho  had  been  in  Japan),  the  Dutch  and  English 
are  both  indebted  for  their  first  introduction,  and  com- 
mencement of  commercial  relations  witli  the  countr}^  Not 
only  accidents  — but  crime,  personal  misfortunes  and 
calamities,  — homicide,  and  imprisonment,  seem  to  haA’e 
played  by  far  the  most  important  part,  and  to  haA'c  been 
the  A'ery  piA'ots  on  AA’hich  great  eAxmts, — entirely  hidden 
from  the  actors,  — were  made  to  turn.  They  Avere  bUnd 
carvers  of  a nation’s  destiny,  Avhen  most  exclusively  bent 
on  fashioning  their  OAvn. 

One  more  noteAVorthy  fact  and  strange  coincidence, 
before  I try'  again  to  peer  through  mist  and  rain  for  the 
long-desired  shores  of  Nagasaki  Bay; — Avhile  Simabara,  the 
tomb  of  Christianity  in  Japan,  is  close  at  hand,  suggesting 
the  coincidence  in  question.  Li  that  same  year,  Avhen  the 
last  of  the  Eoman  Cathohe  coiiA'erts  were  buried  under  the 
ruins  of  the  captured  city,  or  hurled  from  the  rocky  islet 
of  Pappenberg,  in  the  Bay  of  Nagasaki, — a few  exiles 
landed  at  Plymouth,  in  the  newly-discovered  continent, 
Avhere  they  Avere  destined  to  plant  the  seeds  of  a Protes- 
Uint  faith,  and  a great  Protestant  empire.  Thus  strangely, 
the  same  era  Avhich  saAV  thousands  of  converts  to  that 
Church  from  AA’hich  those  Pilgrim  Fathers  had  seceded, 
martyrised,  and  the  Eoraanist  fiiith  trampled  out  Avith 
unsparing  Anolence  on  one  side  of  the  globe, — marked  the 
foundations  of  a Protestant  church  in  the  other  hemisphere, 
destined  rapklly  to  spread  the  Gospel  over  a Avhole  con- 
tinent. And  it  AA’as  the  descendants  of  these  same  Pilgrim 
Fathers  w’ho  tAvo  centuries  later,  in  the  cj’cle  of  events, 
Avere  the  first  among  Western  nations  to  supply  the  huk 
of  connection  Avanted, — to  bring  the  lapsed  heathen  race 
once  more  Avithin  the  circle  of  Christian  communion, 
and  invite  them  aneAV,  to  take  their  place  in  the  family  of 
civilised  nations. 

A century  after  the  final  expulsion  of  foreignei’s  Ave 
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may  see  how  Japan  and  its  people,  their  customs  and 
institutions,  appeared  to  a man  of  inteUigence  and  ob- 
servation, by  taking  the  Swedish  physician,  Thunberg,  for 
our  guide.  Fresh  from  a country  in  Europe, — Sweden, 
— where  feudal  institutions  were  still  in  force,  he  would 
seem  to  have  been  peculiarly  well  fitted  to  enter  into  the 
spirit  and  meaning  of  the  fundamental  axioms  of  the 
Japanese  Government.  Yet,  if  we  are  to  credit  Thunberg 
(and  as  to  the  reality  of  the  impressions  there  is  no  room 
for  doubt),  things  seemingly  similar,  so  fixr  from  appearing 
to  him  to  produce  like  results,  wrought  only  oppression  and 
xvrong  in  Sweden — and  in  Japan,  the  perfection  of  order, 
law,  and  justice ! Discontent  and  attempts  at  revolution 
in  the  one, — social  order,  peace,  and  prosperity  in  the 
other.  I^et  us  listen  to  him,  long  after  he  had  got  over  the 
first  salutations  of  the  httle  nudities  in  the  streets  of 
Nagasjiki,  taking  him  for  a Dutcliman,  and  expressing 
their  wonder  at  the  large  round  eyes  of  the  Eimopean,  by 
ciying  after  him  ‘Hollande  Ome!’ — which  sounds  very 
like  the  sort  of  slang  facetiousness  not  unfamiliar  to 
the  juvenile  mcmbei's  of  our  own  street  populations. 
Long  after  these  first  fiicts  and  impressions  had  been 
tempered  and  corrected  by  after  knowledge,  he  tells  Ins 
readem  that  ‘ Japan  is  in  many  respects  a singular  country, 
and  with  regard  to  customs  and  institutions  totally  dif- 
ferent from  Europe,  or,  I had  almost  said,  from  any  other 
part  of  the  world.  Of  all  the  nations  that  inhabit  the 
three  largest  parts  of  the  globe,  the  Japanese  deserve  to 
rank  the  first,  and  to  be  compared  with  the  Eurofieans ; 
and  although  in  many  points  they  must  yield  the  palm  to 
the  latter,  yet  in  various  other  respects  they  may  with  great 
justice  be  preferred  to  them.  Here,  indeed,  as  well  as  in 
other  countries,  are  found  both  useful  and  pernicious  estab- 
hshments,  both  rational  and  absurd  institutions ; yet  still 
we  must  admire  the  steadiness  which  constitutes  the  national 
character,  the  immutability  which  reigns  in  the  administra- 
tion of  their  laws  and  in  the  exercise  of  their  public  func- 
tions, the  unwearied  assiduity  of  this  nation  to  do,  and  to 
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promote  what  is  useful,  and  a hundred  other  things  of 
a similar  nature.’  ‘ That  so  numerous  a people  as  this  should 
love  so  ardently  and  so  universally  (without  even  a single 
exception  to  the  contrary)  their  native  country,  their 
Government,  and  each  other  — that  the  whole  country 
should  be,  as  it  were,  enclosed,  so  that  no  native  can  get 
out,  nor  foreigner  enter  in,  without  permission — that  their 
laws  should  have  remained  unaltered  for  several  thousand 
(hundred.?)  years — and  that  justice  should  be  administered 
without  partiality  or  respect  of  persons  — that  the  govern- 
ments can  neither  become  despotic  nor  evade  the  laws  in 
order  to  grant  pardons  or  do  other  acts  of  mercy — that  the 
monarch  and  all  his  subjects  should  be  clad  alike  in  a par- 
ticular national  dress — that  no  lashions  should  be  adoj)ted 
from  abroad,  nor  new  ones  invented  at  home  — that  no 
foreign  war  should  have  been  waged  for  centuries  past  — 
that  a great  variety  of  religious  sects  should  live  in  peace 
and  harmony  together  — that  hunger  and  want  should  be 
almost  unknown,  or  at  least  known  but  seldom, — all  this 
must  appear  improbable,  and  to  many  as  impossible  as  it 
is  strictly  true,  and  deserving  of  the  utmost  attention.’ 

Certainly,  of  the  whole  catalogue  of  wonderful  condi- 
tions presented  by  this  view  of  the  Japanese  peojile 
and  Government,  the  most  extraordinary  and  marvellous 
to  Europeans  must  be  the  last  two  — a great  variety 
of  religious  sects  livdng  together  in  harmony,  and, — 
hunger  and  famine  almost  unknown  in  a nation  of  thii'ty 
millions  or  more,  inhabiting  a set  of  islands  not  larger 
than  Great  BriUiin  and  Ireland,  and  in  something  like  the 
same  geographical  position. 

And  nowhere  should  such  a state  of  things  appear  more 
enviable  than  in  England,  where  we  are  too  much  open 
j)erhapsto  Voltaire’s  reproacli  of  building  ‘palaces  for  our 
felons  and  prisons  for  our  poor.’  If  the  secret  by  which  such 
admirable  effects  as  Thunberg  describes  are  secured  could 
only  be  communicated,  what  country  is  there  in  Europe 
that  would  not  be  better  for  knowing  it  ? What  a blessing 
the  secret  of  religious  harmony  would  bo  to  many  countries 
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— from  Syria  to  Spitzbergen ! All  the  other  good  things 
enumerated  sink  into  a wliolly  secondary  rank  by  the  .side 
of  these.  And  yet  what  farther  blessings  are  combined  in 
the  uniform  administration  of  laws  and  justice  (exchange- 
able terms  it  seems  in  Japan),  undeviating  uniformity  of 
costume,  absence  of  all  foreign  wars  and  intestine  feuds, 
of  foot  soldiers  and  income-tax,  with  the  cro^vning  gift  of 
food  to  the  poor  — who  always  get  their  bellies  full ! 
These  are  miracles  which,  to  see  repeated  in  old  England 
and  Ireland,  might  well  repay  an  expethtion  even  to  Japan 
‘ beyond  the  farthermost  end  of  Asia  to  the  East.’ 

But  Thunberg  has  more  to  tell  us.  ‘ If  the  laws  in 
tliis  country  are  rigid,  the  police  are  equally  vigilant, 
while  discipline  and  good  order  are  scrupulously  observed. 
The  happy  consequences  of  this  are  extremely  visible  and 
importJint,  for  hardly  any  country  exhibits  fewer  instances 
of  vice.  And  as  no  respect  whatever  is  paid  to  persons, 
and  at  the  same  time  the  laws  preserve  their  pristine  and 
original  purity,  without  any  alterations,  explanation-s,  and 
misconstnictions,  the  subjects  not  only  imbibe,  as  they 
grow  up,  an  infallible  knowledge  of  what  ought  or  ought 
not  to  be  done,  but  are  likewise  enlightened  by  the  ex- 
ample and  irreproachable  conduct  of  their  superiors  in  age.’ 

‘ Most  crimes  are  punished  with  death,  a sentence  which 
is  inflicted  with  less  regard  to  the  magnitude  of  the  crime 
than  to  the  audacity  of  the  attempt  to  transgre.ss  the 
hallowed  laws  of  the  empire,  and  to  violate  justice,  which 
together  with  religion  they  consider  as  the  most  sacred 
things  in  the  whole  land.  Fines  and  pecuniary  mulcts 
they  regard  as  equally  repugnant  to  justice  and  reason,  as 
the  rich  are  thereby  freed  from  all  punishment  — a pro- 
cedure which  to  them  appears  the  height  of  absurdity.’ 

‘ Li  the  towns  it  often  happens  that  the  inhabitants  .of 
a whole  street  are  made  to  sufler  for  the  malpractice  of  a 
single  individual,  the  master  of  a liouse  for  the  faults  of 
his  domestics,  and  parents  for  those  of  their  children,  in 
proportion  to  the  share  they  may  have  had  in  the  transac- 
tion. In  Europe,  which  boasts  a purer  religion  and  a more 
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enlightened  philosophy,  we  very  rarely  see  tliose  piuiished 
who  liave  debauched  and  seduced  others,  never  see  parents 
and  relatives  made  to  suffer  for  neglecting  the  education 
of  their  children  and  kindred,  at  the  same  time  that  these 
lieathens  see  the  justice  and  propriety  of  such  punish- 
ment.’ 

True,  there  is  a slight  shadow  to  this  brilliant  tableau. 
The  prisons,  we  are  told,  in  this  paradise  of  law  and  justice 
are,  ‘ as  in  most  othei's,  gloomy  and  horrid ; the  rooms 
are,  however,  kept  clean  and  wholesome,  and  consist  of 
an  apartment  for  the  trial  by  torture,  and  another  for 
private  executions, — besides  a kitchen,  a dining-room,  and 
a bath ! ’ 

A strange  juxtaposition  this,  of  rooms  for  torture  and 
death,  with  such  ample  provision  for  the  creature  comforts 
ill  a kitchen,  and  dining-room — and  even  for  luxuiy,  in 
a bath  ! But  we  Avere  Avarned  in  tlie  beginning  that  Ave 
should  find  Japan  in  many  respects  a smgular  countr)^ 

Nearly  a centurj*  later  an  American  Avent  over  some  of 
the  same  ground,  and  with  Eepublican  notions  he  supplies 
us  Avith  the  otlier  side  of  the  medal.  The  Avorking  of 
their  much-admired  institutions  does  not  appear  to  Com- 
modore Perry’s  historian  altogether  so  commendalile. 
Here  is  the  opinion  at  length  of  the  practical  American 
Avho  looked  to  final  effects  principally. 

‘ Tlie  sitter  is  tlie  same,  and,  Avhat  is  more,  he  sits  on 
his  heels  to-day  just  as  his  grandfirther  did  to  Thunberg, 
3'et  it  is  hard  to  see  any  points  of  resemblance, — a les.son 
to  all  theologians  and  politicians  Avho  still  indulge  the 
dream  that  uniformity  of  opinion  on  the  plainest  mattei’s 
of  fact  and  obseiwation  can  ever  be  attained  among  men, 
lioweA'er  honest  and  conscientious  they  may  be  in  their 
efforts  after  unity.  The  Chinese  proverb  Avdth  more 
Avisdom  declares,  “ Truth  is  one,  but  opinions  are  many.” 

‘ All  officials  serve  in  pairs,  as  spies  upon  each  other, 
and  this  pen-adcs  the  entire  polity  of  Japan.  It  is  a 
government  of  espionage.  Everybody  is  Avatched.  No 
man  knoAVs  Avho  are  the  secret  .spies  around  him,  even 
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though  he  may  be  and  is  acquainted  with  those  that  are 
official.  The  emperors  themselves  are  not  exempt ; 
governors,  grand  councillors,  vassal  princes,  all  are  under 
the  eye  of  an  everlasting  unknown  pohce.  This  wretched 
system  is  even  extended  to  the  humblest  of  the  citizens. 
Every  town  is  divided  into  collections  of  five  families,  and 
every  member  of  such  a division  is  personally  responsible 
for  the  conduct  of  the  others  ; everj^thing  which  occurs, 
therefore,  out  of  the  ordinary  course  in  any  one  of  these 
is  instantly  reported  by  the  other  four,  to  save  themselves 
from  censure.  The  Ziogoon  has  his  minions  about  the 
Mikado,  and  the  Grand  Council  have  theirs  about  the 
Ziogoon.  And  the  cowardice  engendered  by  such  cease- 
less distrust  necessarily  leads  to  cruelty  in  penalties. 
When  an  official  has  offended,  or  even  when  in  his  depart- 
ment there  has  been  any  violation  of  law,  although  beyond 
his  power  of  prevention,  so  sure  is  he  of  the  punishment 
of  death,  that  he  anticipates  it  by  ripping  up  his  own 
body,  rather  than  be  dehvered  over  to  the  executioner, 
and  entailing  di.sgrace  and  ruin  on  all  his  family.  There 
cannot  under  such  a sy.stem  be  anything  like  judicious 
legislation  founded  on  inquiry,  and  adapted  to  the  ever- 
varying  circumstances  of  life.  As  Government  function- 
aries, they  lie  and  practise  artifice  to  save  themselves 
from  condemnation  by  the  higher  powers  : it  is  their  vo- 
cation. AlS  private  gentlemen,  they  are  frank,  truthful, 
and  hospitable.’ 

These  facts  present  a seeming  anomaly,  and  yet  I 
am  not  sure  that  something  very  like  it,  and  diflering 
only  in  degree,  may  not  be  found  nearer  home.  The 
severity  of  the  Japanese  laws  is  excessive,  the  code  is 
probably  the  bloodiest  in  the  world  ; for  death  is  the 
penalty  of  most  offences.  But  the  Jaj>anese  seem  to  pro- 
ceed on  the  principle  that  he  who  violates  one  law  will 
violate  any  other,  and  that  the  wilful  violator  is  unworthy 
to  live.  Does  not  the  religion  of  the  Gospel  teach  some- 
tliing  verj"  like  it?  “Verily,  I say  unto  you,  he  who  is 
guilty  of  the  least  of  these,  is  guilty  of  all.” 
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A still  more  recent  American  writer  supplies  another 
estimate  of  what  may  be  the  value  of  these  Utopian 
institutions,  though  his  field  of  obseiwation  seems  to  have 
been  hmited  to  Nagasaki,  where  Foreigir  civilisation  and 
Chinese  combined  (for  a colony  of  the  latter  exists  there) 
seem  already  to  have  mingled  in  no  purifying  streams 
with  native  sources ; and,  as  he  modestly  observes,  ‘ a 
residence  of  five  weeks  is  an  imperfect  quahfication  for 
descanting  on  the  character  of  a people.’  It  is  quite 
true,  however,  that  to  an  intelligent  observer  there  are 
some  features  visible  at  a glance,  from  which  inferences 
may  very  justly  be  drawn.  Among  these  he  mentions 
— ‘ Crimes  against  property  are  not  frequent,  being  re- 
pressed evidently  by  a strong  and  almost  omniscient 
Government,  yet  street  broils  are  of  common  occurrence. 
The  people  seem  well  to  do  and  contented,  yet  mendacity 
and  drunkenness  are  far  from  being  rare.  Woman  appears 
to  hold  a higher  rank  in  this  than  in  any  Asiatic  country, 
yet  prostitution  is  fostered  by  Government  and  approved 
by  morahsts.’ 

Of  the  higher  arcana  and  machinery  of  Goverament, 
so  much  lauded  by  our  optimist  Thunberg,  Dr.  Macgowan, 
his  American  confrere  of  a later  century,  takes  another 
‘stand  point  of  view,’  and  of  necessity  a different  im- 
pression is  the  result. 

‘There  has  been  efiected  here,  what  priestcraft  and 
kingcraft  nearly  attained  with  us,  and  by  a singular 
coincidence,  at  the  time  when  Western  Europe  was  in 
course  of  emancipation,  Eastern  Asia  was  being  brought 
into  servitude  not  less  efficient  than  that  which  menaced 
our  fathers.  Rspionage  accomplishes  what  the  con- 
fessional aims  at.  Yet  the  system  of  espionage,  an 
abomination  to  foreigner's,  loses  much  of  its  rep  nisi  veness 
when  viewed  from  a Japan  stand-point.  It  is  only  carrj^- 
ing  to  an  extreme  the  justly-lauded  ceusorate  of  China. 
Espionage  perfonns  the  functions  of  a press.  It  exercises 
a wholesome  restraint  upon  delegated  powers,  sitting 
light  upon  intelligent  and  upright  officers,  who  regard 
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these  spies  with  no  more  disfavour  than  our  treasurers 
their  auditors.  How  much  miseiy  would  be  averted  from 
China  if  the  Imperial  Government  were  cognisant  of  official 
misdemeanours  in  the  provinces.  Nearly  all  the  maladies 
of  that  empire  may  be  ascribed  to  the  ignorance  in  which 
the  Sovereign  is  kept  of  what  transpires  beyond  the 
precincts  of  the  palace.  Japan,  it  must  be  confessed, 
funiishes  the  best  apology  for  despotism  that  the  world 
affords.  The  Government  is  omniscient,  and  consequently 
strong  and  stable.  The  bondage  is  absolute  and  pressing 
on  all  sides  ahke  ; society  i^  scarcely  conscious  of  its 
existence.’ 

Pretty  well  this  in  the  way  of  approval  from  a citizen 
of  the  ‘ free  and  enlightened  republic.’  He  finds  espionage 
effects  ‘what  the  confc.ssional  only  aims  at  ’ — it  [lerfonns 
‘the  functions  of  the  press’ — ‘it  exercises  a wholesome 
restraint  upon  delegated  jiowers  — sits  lightly  upon  intel- 
ligent and  upright  officers ! ’ But  for  such  results,  the 
writer  seems  to  forget  it  is  essential  that  this  secret  and 
irresponsible  power  should  be  righteously  exercised.  This 
is  an  inseparable  condition  of  any  wholesome  restraint  or 
of  espionage  sitting  lightly, — and  a comlition  that  has  not 
hitherto  been  realised  in  the  history  of  the  world  in  con- 
nection with  such  functions. 

On  the  contrary,  the  world’s  experience  seems  to  have 
established  as  a universal  truth  the  fact,  however  un- 
suspected by  the  leained  doctor,  that  personal  liberty, 
security,  and  independence,  cannot  exist  side  by  side  tcith  a 
system  of  secret  police.  Stranger  still,  he  seems  to  have 
no  suspicion  that  of  the  many  evils  which  can  befall  a 
nation,  perhaps  the  worst  is  a system  of  government  which 
sows  distrust  between  man  and  man,  deprives  the  subject 
of  a manly  sense  of  self-respect,  and  builds  up  its  own 
security  on  the  rotten  foundation  of  a degrading  and  de- 
nniralising  betraysd  of  the  secrets  of  every  family  hearth. 
If  ignorance  of  the  niisdeeds  of  subordinates  or  men  in 
office  be  the  source  of  one  kind  of  evil,  a Republican 
might  have  guessed  that  the  knowledge  which  is  derived 
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from  the  venal  informer,  is  in  itself  a more  frightful 
malady  than  any  amount  of  ignorance  in  a government ; 
seeing  that  spies  habitually  invent  more  than  they  ever 
discover. 

But  we  will  return  to  our  Swedish  doctor.  Wlien 
speaking  of  the  agriculture  of  the  Japanese,  he  draws  a 
vivid  picture  of  the  happy  state  of  Japan  compared  with 
his  own  country:  — 

‘ Agriculture  is  in  the  highest  esteem  with  the  Japanese, 
insomuch  that  (the  most  barren  and  untractable  mountains 
excepted)  one  sees  here  the  suiface  of  tlie  earth  cultivated 
all  over  the  country,  and  most  of  the  mountains  and  hills  up 
to  their  very  tops.  Neither  rewards  nor  encouragements  are 
neces.sary  in  a country  where  the  tillers  of  the  ground  are 
considered  as  the  most  useful  class  of  citizens  (he  cannot 
be  alluding  to  the  vexed  question  of  agricultural  prizes  in 
our  day),  and  where  they  do  not  groan  imder  various 
oppressions,  which  in  other  countries  have  hindered, 
and  ever  must  hinder,  the  progress  of  agriculture.  Tlie 
duties  paid  by  the  farmer  of  liis  corn  in  kind  ai’C 
indeed  very  heavy,  but  in  other  respects  he  cultivates  his 
land  with  greater  freedom  than  the  lord  of  a manor  in 
Sweden.  He  is  not  hindered  two  days  together  at  a time, 
in  consequence  of  furnishing  relays  of  horses,  by  which  he 
perhaps  earns  a groat  and  often  returns  wth  the  loss  of 
his  horees;  he  is  not  dragged  from  his  field  and  plough  to 
transport  a prisoner  or  a deserter  to  the  next  castle  ; nor 
are  his  time  and  property  wasted  in  making  roads,  build- 
ing bridges,  almshouses,  parsonage-houses,  and  magazines. 
He  knows  nothing  of  the  impediments  and  inconveniences 
which  attend  the  maintenance  and  equipments  of  horses 
and  foot  soldiers.  And  what  contributes  still  more  to  his 
happiness,  and  leaves  sufficient  scope  for  his  industry  in 
cultivating  his  land,  is  this  — that  he  has  only  one  master, 
viz.  his  feudid  lord,  without  being  under  the  command  of  a 
host  of  miistcrs,  as  with  us.  No  parcelling  out  of  the  land 
forbids  him  to  improve  to  the  least  advantage  the  portion 
he  possesses,  and  no  right  of  commonage,  belonging  to 
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many,  prevents  each  from  deriving  profit  from  his  sliare. 
iUl  are  bound  to  cultivate  their  land,  and  if  a husbandman 
cannot  annually  cultivate  a ceitain  portion  of  his  fields  he 
forfeits  them,  and  another  who  can  is  at  hberty  to  culti- 
vate them.  Meadows  are  not  to  be  met  with  in  the  whole 
country;  on  tlie  contrary,  every  spot  of  ground  is  made 
use  of  either  for  corn-fields  or  else  for  plantations  of 
esculent-rooted  vegetables : so  that  the  land  is  neither 
wasted  upon  extensive  meadows  for  the  support  of  cattle 
and  saddle  horses,  nor  upon  large  and  unprofitable  plan- 
tations of  tobacco  (they  grow  tobacco,  nevertheless) ; nor  is 
it  so^vn  with  seed  for  any  other  still  less  necessary  purpose  ; 
which  is  the  reason  that  tlie  whole  country  is  very  thickly 
inhabited  and  populous,  and  can  without  difficulty  give 
maintenance  to  all  its  innumerable  inhabitants.’ 

It  is  obvious  that  our  Swedish  observer  had  one  eye  on 
his  native  land  and  its  abuses,  and  another  on  the  countiy 
he  thus  so  highly  extols; — and  that  he  was  moreover  an 
out-and-out  utilifiirian,  in  the  sense  of  those  who  regard  the 
meat  and  drink  of  the  body,  as  the  great  or  sole  end  for 
which  the  many  labour  on  this  earth.  He  goes  on  to 
describe  the  minute  and  elaborate  care  bestowed  on  the 
manuring  of  the  soil,  to  make  it  so  productive  of  corn  and 
esculent-rooted  vegetables,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  green 
meadow  and  the  pleasant  copse ; and  the  process  so  care- 
fully described  confirms  the  impression  conveyed  by  what 
goes  before,  that  Japan  woidd  be  a very  good  coimtry  to 
be  fed  in ; — but  those  who  live  in  it,  ought  not  to  have 
noses  as  well  as  mouths, — or  be  in  any  way  endowed  with 
olfactory  nerves. 

The  cultivator,  in  giving  himself  ‘ the  disgusting  trouble 
of  mixing  up  manure  of  man  and  beast  till  it  becomes  a 
perfect  hodge-podge,’  must  be  upon  the  whole  a cause  of 
considerable  disgust  to  everybtrdy  else,  if  not  to  him- 
self. And  the  process  described  — pouring  the  contents 
of  the  manm’e  pails  by  a ladle  upon  the  plant  when 
it  is  about  six  inches  high,  by  which  ‘ it  receives  the 
whole  benefit  of  it,  at  the  same  time  that  the  liquor 
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penetrates  immediately  to  tlie  root,’ — may  be  very  advan- 
tageous to  the  growth  of  said  six-inch  high  plant,  but  hardly 
accords  with  any  delicacy  of  taste.  Some  people  might 
object  to  asparagus  or  lettuce  thus  brought  to  perfection, 
and  find  their  plea.sure  of  eating  it  sadly  interfered  with,  by 
a certain  association  of  ideas,  foolish  enough  no  doubt,  but 
veiy  difficult  to  be  got  rid  of.  In  other  respects,  to  those 
who  do  not  care  to  eat  vegetables  at  aU,  but  have  some 
pleasure  in  green  fields  and  fresh  air,  there  is  a serious 
drawback.  He  somewhere  else  alludes  to  the  numerous 
receptacles  made  for  preser%nng  the  odious  compounds 
until  wanted  ‘ on  the  highways  at  frequent  intervals,’ 
which,  he  admits,  renders  the  roads  themselves  impassable 
to  people  afflicted  with  the  sense  of  smell ; — and  must 
make  it  a work  of  considerable  difficidty  to  get  a fresh 
walk  from  one  end  of  the  land  to  the  other,  unless  it  be  on 
the  edge  of  the  craters.  After  I had  resided  some  time  in 
Japan,  I found  both  the  disagreeables  and  advantages  re- 
quired to  be  restated,  with  certain  modifications.  E.xcept 
in  spring,  during  the  months  of  March  and  April,  there  is 
little  in  the  manuring  to  complain  of  How  this  is  ma- 
naged I cannot  tell,  for  all  exercise  in  the  country  in 
China,  throughout  the  year,  had  this  terrible  drawback 
attached  to  it.  On  the  other  hand,  either  from  the  too 
great  supply  of  manure  to  the  soil,  or  other  causes, — 
perhaps  peq)etuating  the  same  seeds  and  plants  without 
change  — all  their  vegetables  are  either  rank  or  tasteless  ; 
and  their  fruit  is  no  better.  As  it  is  never  allowed  to 
ripen,  however,  it  is  difficult  to  say  what  it  might  be  under 
more  natural  conditions ! Still  my  latest  conclasion  justi- 
fies my  eai'ly  impre.ssion  that,  as  Chloe  in  the  ‘ Minister’s 
Wooing  ’ declares  in  a higher  matter,  there  is  a ‘ mistake 
.somewhere,’- — and  the  I’esult  is  that  in  one  of  the  most  beau- 
tiful and  fertile  countries  in  the  whole  world,  the  flowers 
have  no  scent,  the  birds  no  song,and  the  fniit  and  vegetables 
no  flavour ! One  of  my  colleagues  gave  the  characteristics 
of  the  country  in  another  triolog)’,  which  I am  bound  to 
siiy  was  not  inferior  in  accurac)^  if  less  poetical.  ‘Women 


Digitized  by  Google 


Chap.  U. 


JAPANESE  POETRY. 


71 


wearing  no  crinoline,  Houses  harbouring  no  bugs,  and 
the  country  no  lawyers.’  The  last  is  perhaps  the  most 
astonishing  of  the  whole. 

Thunberg  complains  that  the  fields  are  so  completely 
cleared,  that  the  most  sharp-sighted  botiinist  would  scarcely 
be  able  to  discover  a single  plant  of  any  other  species 
among  the  corn ! Yet  he  contends  they  are  a poetical 
people.  ‘ Poetry,’  he  says,  ‘ is  a favom-ite  study  with  this 
nation.’  The  way  in  which  they  cultivate  their  cabbages 
would  not  have  led  one  to  this  conclusion,  perhaps.  But 
they  are  not  quite  as  bad  as  they  are  painted  ; for  weeds 
flourish  at  Nagasaki  as  elsewhere,  and  wild  flowers  too ! 

This  was  about  the  sum  of  the  infonnation  extracted 
from  my  authorities,  ancient  or  modern,  in  re.spect  to 
the  country  and  its  institutions  I was  so  soon  to  examine 
for  myself.  I have  thought  it  might  not  be  useless,  or 
prove  uninteresting  to  general  readers  to  have,  at  a 
single  glance,  a resume  of  our  previous  knowledge  of 
the  Japanese.  More  especially  did  this  seem  desirable, 
as  from  these  .same  sources  Europe  derived  the  Utopian 
views  of  Japan  long  prevalent, — and  destined  to  be  some- 
what rudely  destroyed  upon  closer  acquaintance. 
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CHAPTER  m. 

FIRST  IMPRESSIONS NAGASAKI, 

ICIEST  impressions  of  a country  so  little  known  cannot 
always  be  correct,  yet,  if  faithfully  given,  they  may 
still  be  worth  recording.  Our  first  impressions  of  those  we 
meet  in  society  may  not  do  justice  to  all  their  latent  good 
qualities ; we  may  very  much  exaggerate  that  wliich  is 
unprepossessing  in  appearance  ; — conceive  unreasonable 
dislike  to  what  is  contrary  to  our  own  habits  and  associa- 
tions, and  for  no  better  reason  than  such  contradiction  ; — 
and  upon  the  whole  do  them  great  injustice.  Never- 
theless, there  is  an  instinctive  trust  in  the  accuracy 
and  truthfulness  of  these.  Estimates  of  character,  made 
upon  farther  acquaintance,  often  prove  less  trustworthy 
— and  this,  I think,  may  be  very  satisfactorily  ac- 
counted for.  Familiarity  blunts  our  power  of  perception 
as  to  what  is  really  distinctive  ; and  personal  interest, 
iis  well  as  partial  knowledge,  alike  tend  to  mislead  or 
pervert  the  judgement.  That  which  is  most  characteristic 
catches  the  eye  best  at  first  sight — whether  the  natural 
features  of  a landscape,  the  cj^rriage  and  bearing  of  an 
individual,  or  national  life  and  customs  be  the  subject 
of  observation. 

I was  not  deterred,  therefore,  on  arriving  at  Nagasaki, 
fi'om  reading  as  I ran,  and  noting  my  impressions  too, — by 
the  fear  that  I might  fall  into  some  involunUirj’  error  as 
to  the  right  interpretation  of  aU  that  I saw.  What  we 
gain  in  accuracy  by  a more  cautious  method,  we  are  likely 
to  miss  in  freshness  and  graphic  power ; even  if  we  do 
not  lose  all  interest  in  the  subject,  when  it  has  grown 
hackmyed  by  long  familiarity.  I giv(%  therefore,  fiom  a 
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few  notes  made  on  the  spot,  some  of  my  first  impressions, 
together  with  the  corrections  suggested  by  later  informa- 
tion. 

The  4th  of  June,  of  pleasant  memory  to  Etonians, 
opened  the  port  of  Nagasaki  to  our  rain-drenched  party. 
It  has  often  been  described  by  recent  travellers,  and  even 
under  a cloudy  sky  the  entrance  was  not  devoid  of 
beauty.  Island  after  island  comes  into  view  as  the  bay  is 
entered,  many  very  picturesque  in  fonn.  As  the  ship 
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moves  farther  up  the  bay,  the  town  of  Nagasaki  is  seen 
lying  at  the  farther  end,  clustering  at  the  foot  of  a range 
of  hills,  and  creeping  no  inconsiderable  distance  up  tlie 
wooded  sides.  Decima  to  the  right  fixes  the  eye  — a 
low,  fan-shaped  strip  of  land,  dammed  out  from  the 
waters  of  the  bay,  the  handle  being  towards  the  sliore, 
and  truncated.  One  long  wide  street,  with  two-storied 
houses  on  each  side,  built  in  European  style,  gives  an 
air  of  great  tidiness  ; but  they  looked  with  large  hollow 
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eyes  into  each  other’s  interiors,  m a dismal  sort  of  way, 
as  if  they  had  been  so  engaged  for  six  generations  at 
least, — and  were  quite  weary  of  the  view.  A conscious 
sense  of  the  inevitable  monotony  of  a life  passed  within 
its  boundaries  leaves  one  httle  disj)Osed  to  admire  even 
the  trimness  and  cleanliness  of  all  around.  But  the  view 
frorh  the  Dutch  Commissioner’s  residence,  with  its  quaint 
Japanese  garden,  and  fine  sweep  down  the  bay  towards 
the  entrance,  is  very  charming.  As  I stood  for  a few 
minutes  alone  on  the  balcony,  there  flitted  before  me  a 
vision  of  the  sort  of  life  these  indomitable  representatives 
of  the  Great  Batavian  llepublic  must  have  led.  I saw  the 
solitary  chiefs  of  the  factory,  the  Heeren  Waardenaar, 
DoefT,  Titsingh,  Ac.,  in  long  succession,  taking  up  their 
prison  station  in  rotation,  and  looking  forth  upon  the  fair 
bay,  with  which  tlieir  sight  alone  might  be  gladdened. 
How  often  must  the  occupants  of  this  lone  post  have 
strauied  their  eyes  to  the  entrance,  hoping  and  looking  in 
vain  for  the  solitaiy  ship,  bringing  tidings  from  Europe 
and  home,  at  far-off  intervals  ? Of  a truth  it  must  have 
been  a trying  life  to  the  most  phlegmatic  Dutchman 
that  ever  drew  smoke  and  consolation  from  a meerschaum. 
And  they  held  to  this  foot  of  earth  with  desperate 
tenacity,  nothing  daunted  by  a prison  life ; — and  such  a 
series  of  vexations  and  indignities  as  only  an  Oriental 
race  like  the  Chinese  or  Japanese  could  have  the  inge- 
nuity to  devise, — or  the  patience  to  put  into  e.xecution  for 
two  centuries,  without  cessation  or  intermission.  Wien 
politicians  of  a certain  school  would  advocate  imliniitod 
submission  and  conciliation  in  our  deahngs  with  Eastern 
nations,  and  the  Chinese  and  Japanese  especially, — one 
could  wish  they  would  take  the  trouble  to  read,  in  the 
history  of  Dutcfli  relations,  what  such  policy  carried  out 
unswervingly  to  the  utmost  led  to,  in  Japan.  When  a 
general  expectation  of  efforts  to  ojicn  Japan  to  Western 
commerce  emboldenetl  the  Dutch  Government,  by  slow 
degrees,  gently  to  insinuate  a possibility  of  some  rehixation 
of  a system  of  exclusion  and  isolation, — as  the  sole  means 
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of  averting  danger  and  destruction  to  the  Japanese  them- 
selves, and  the  whole  fabric  of  their  policy  and  indepen- 
dence, — the  monopoly  won  by  the  exclusion  of  all  other 
nations,  two  centuries  before,  had  long  ceased  to  be  of 
any  value  to  Holland,  even  had  the  conditions  of  such 
dwarfed  and  oppressed  trade  been  less  humiliating.  To 
this  end  all  trade  with  these  countries  naturally  gravitates, 
if  the  Eulers  are  allowed  to  follow  their  own  inspirations 
and  policy,  without  check  or  hindrance.  This  is  the  le- 
gitimate issue  of  a peace-at-any-price  policy,  as  all  who 
advocate  such  a .system  in  the  East  may  satisfy  themselves, 
if  they  will  take  the  trouble  to  study  either  the  past  or 
the  present.  It  has  been  common  enough  to  twit  the 
Dutch  with  a grovelling  cupidity,  in  submitting  to  such 
conditions  as  were  for  so  many  generations  relentlessly 
imposed  upon  them  by  the  Ja[)anese.  But  we,  and  all  the 
nations  of  the  West,  who  have  any  commercial  interests  in 
the  East,  are  greatly  indebted  to  them  for  the  demonstra- 
tion their  experience  has  afforded  us,  of  the  futility  of 
such  unresisting  submission  to  wrong  and  injury, — caprice 
and  oppression,  from  an  Eastern  government. 

And  to  say  the  truth  we  have  nothing  to  boast  of  in 
this  field ; and  are  little  entitled  to  make  merry  at  the 
expense  of  our  neighbours.  What  the  Dutch  submitted 
to  for  centuries  in  Japan,  we  also  and  other  nations  with 
us,  but  we  more  than  all  the  rest,  on  account  of  our 
larger  stake,  put  up  with  from  the  Chinese  at  Canton. 
Sometimes,  it  is  true,  we  were  driven  bej^ond  our  powers 
of  endurance,  and  before  the  first  conflict  ending  in  war  — 
which  it  is  the  peculiar  dehght  of  our  cousins  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Atlantic  to  call  the  ‘ opium  war  ’ — we  had  upon 
more  than  one  occasion  shown  something  of  the  old  spirit 
of  resistance  to  oppression  ; but  never,  I fancy,  without  the 
rebuke  of  the  high  powers  at  the  India  House,  who 
looked  to  the  season’s  tea,  and  held  anything  that  perilled 
it  an  unpardonable  offence  in  their  serv'ants.  Nor  were 
the  Governments  of  the  day  one  whit  more  disposed 
to  run  any  avoidable  risks,  by  the  assertion  of  our 
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national  dignity.  It  is  a late  discoveiy,  that  between  a 
determined  assertion  of  treaty  rights, — with  all  its  sad  con- 
tingencies of  resistance,  collision  and  eventual  war,  — and 
the  most  abject  submission  to  continually  increasing 
wrong  and  injury,  there  is  rarely  any  middle  term  to 
be  found  in  the  East, — compatible  either  with  the  main- 
tenance of  those  rights  or  the  extension  of  commerca 

The  first  aspect  of  the  bay  itself  strongly  recjxlls  to  the 
European  traveller  some  of  the  more  picturesque  fiords 
of  Norway,  especially  the  approach  to  Christiania,  the 
capital.  The  hills  rise  boldly  fi'om  the  water’s  edge,  and 
the  pine  grows  plentifully  here  as  there.  But  the  S^viss 
lakes  also  produi;e  scenes  much  more  resembling  this,  than 
one  could  have  anticipated.  On  landing  only,  something 
more  tropical  appears  in  the  trees  and  shnibs.  The  pome- 
granate and  persimmin,  the  palm  and  the  bamboo  are 
there.  But  the  gardinia  and  camellia  flourish  also ; and 
everywhere  our  common  ferns  may  be  seen,  and  ivy  cover- 
ing the  walls ; while  by  the  roadside,  tlie  thistle  is  not 
wanting,  to  confound  all  geographical  divisions  into  floral 
zones.  The  rare  and  much-prized  stiphelia  of  botanists  I 
observed,  growing  luxuriantly  in  many  places  as  a creeper. 

A beautiful  bay  it  is,  and  perfectly  land-locked.  While 
blowing  a gale  of  wind  outside,  there  is  scarcely  any  swell 
here,  or  only  enough  to  make  the  water  lot)k  crisp  and 
fresh,  while  the  brown  fishing-hawk  swoops  down  upon  his 
finny  prey; — or,  poised  above,  fills  the  air  with  his  wild  cry. 
They  seem  to  occupy  the  place  of  sea-gulls  in  this  latitude, 
and  arc  perched  about  on  the  rigging  of  the  several  ships, 
especially  those  with  which  they  have  had  the  longest  ac- 
quiiintance ; — for  they  make  a distinction,  and  are  very 
shy  of  a new  arrival. 

The  fii-st  landing  in  a new  country  is  generally  a 
moment  of  great  interest,  even  to  the  olde.st  traveller. 
There  must  be  something  essentially  pleasant  in  new 
sensations,  novelty  in  almost  every  form  ; — since  not  only 
we  give  ourselves  much  trouble  to  obtain  it,  but  generally 
find  some  pleasure  when  it  is  seciued.  No  travelhng  in 
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Europe  can  rob  Jsipau  of  its  peculiar  claims  to  admiration 
under  this  head, — for  nothing  in  the  West  at  all  re- 
sembles a thousand  things  that  meet  the  eye ; — and  even 
familiarity  with  the  scenery  and  people  of  other  parts  of 
the  Eiist,  still  leaves  room  for  a variety  of  new  impressions. 
It  must  often  have  been  remarked  how  little  books,  or  draw- 
ings either,  can  effect,  to  enable  anyone  completely  to  realise 
a new  countiy  and  people.  Once  among  them,you  discover 
immediately  that  your  ideal  is  something  very  diffTerent 
from  the  actual  hving  embodiment.  This  is  essentially 
true  of  people,  towns,  streets, — and  the  effect  of  costumes 
difleiing  from  those  to  which  the  eye  is  accustomed. 
Certaiidy  as  regards  the  first  view  of  Japan,  there  are 
specialities  in  the  Japanese  figure,  physiognomy,  and 
costume,  for  which  long  familiarity  with  the  adjoining 
population  of  Cliina  does  nothing  to  prepare  you.  It  is 
not  so  much  that  the  race  of  boatmen,  and  the  working- 
classes  generally,  are  content  with  the  narrowest  possible 
girdle  and  connecting  band,  for  that  is  common  enough, 
from  Alexandria  to  China  ; though  in  respect  to  the  men 
of  the  latter  countiy,  I must  say  there  is  generally  a 
more  liberal  allowance  of  coloured  calico  for  a covering, 
under  the  hottest  sun  and  hardest  work,  than  seemed  to 
be  the  usage  at  Nagasaki.  But  it  is  as  regards  the  women, 
that  all  om-  notions  are  most  confounded.  One  must  be 
brought  up  from  infancy  to  the  manner,  to  be  able  to 
look  upon  their  large  mouths  ftiU  of  black  teeth,  and  the 
lips  thickly  daubed  with  a brick-red  colour, — and  not  turn 
away  with  a strong  feeling  of  repulsion. 

The  general  aspect  of  Nagasaki,  in  the  u{>per  part  of 
the  town,  was  that  of  a half-deserted  city,  partly  from 
the  width  of  the  streets,  and  partly  by  contrast,  I susjiect, 
with  the  swarming  populations  of  Chinese  cities.  Tlie 
shops  seemed  but  poorly  supplied  ; porcelain,  and  lacquer- 
ware,  and  silk  goods  there  were, — not  absolutely  to  be 
despised  perhaps,  if  Yeddo  had  not  been  in  prospect,  but 
presenting  no  great  attractions. 

One  or  two  of  the  more  salient  featimes  of  Nagasaki 
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street  life  must  strike  the  least  observant.  I say  ‘ street 
life,’ — but  as  all  the  shops  have  open  fronts  and  give  a view 
right  through  the  interior  to  the  inevitoble  httle  garden 
at  the  back ; and  the  inmates  of  the  house  sit,  work,  and 
play,  in  full  view  whatever  may  be  the  occupation  in 
hand — the  morning  meal,  the  afternoon  siesta,  or  the 
later  ablutions, — the  household  work  of  the  women,  the 
play  of  theii’  nude  progeny,  or  the  trade  and  handicraft 
of  the  men, — each  house  is  converted  into  a microcosm 
where  the  Japanese  may  be  studied  in  all  their  aspects. 
We  hear  a great  deal  of  the  marvellous  perfection  to 
which  a government  system  of  rule  by  espionage  has  been 
brought  in  this  country ; but  really  it  would  seem  as  if 
the  last,  and  not  the  least  strange  result  arrived  at,  has 
been  the  abrogation  of  all  secresy  or  desire  for  privacy  on 
the  part  of  a whole  population ! It  says  much  too  for 
the  climate,  which  has  often  more  to  do  with  the  habits 
and  tiistes  of  a people  than  more  recondite  causes..  It 
has  been  asserted  by  Buckle,  and  others  before  him,  that 
the  character  of  a people’s  civilisation  is  actually  de- 
termined by  the  climate  ; and  there  is  much  in  Japan  to 
bear  out  the  truth  of  the  axiom. 

Throughout  the  south  of  Europe  and  in  the  East,  in  our 
time,.- — as  in  the  days  of  ancient  Greece  and  Eome, — houses 
are  merely  places  to  sleep  and  to  eat  in,  to  lock  up  their 
goods  when  trade  is  the  vocation, — and  sometimes  their 
women.  In  northern  lands,  blessed  only  with  a small 
share  of  sun  and  fine  weather, — and  a disproportionate 
allowance  of  fog  and  mist,  of  cold  and  damp, — many  of 
the  chief  pleasures  of  life  must  be  sought  within  the 
walls  of  a well-built  and  roomy  house,  capable  of  being 
thoroughly  warmed  and  made  cheerful  by  fire  and  arti- 
ficial light.  Hence  the  domesticity  of  Northern  Europe, 
with  its  chief  home  in  Great  Britain, — hence  many  of 
our  virtues,  and  some  of  our  vices ! Among  the  former 
the  art  of  making  ourselves  comfortable,  so  often  quoted 
by  the  Frencli,  and  so  rarely  attained,  may  fairly  take 
rank.  Hence,  too,  in  part  at  least,  the  luxuiy  and 
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extravagance  displayed  in  many  of  our  dwellings  and 
habits  of  life. 

It  is  impossible  to  wander  through  any  of  these  eastern 
lands,  without  being  further  stmck  by  the  influence  of 
climate,  in  national  dreas  or  clothing,  and  the  require- 
ments of  motlesty  or  decency.  Certainly  if  the  laws  of 
morality  are  immutable  and  written  in  the  hearts  and  con- 
.sciences  of  all  men  alike,  as  is  commonly  maintained, — it  is 
difficult  to  arrive  at  the  aame  conclusion  as  regards  any 
universality  or  identity  of  the  innate  sense,  which  dictates 
the  rules  of  propriety  in  dress.  We  read  that  m the 
fifteenth  century,  when  the  sect  of  Flagellants  perambu- 
lated Europe,  plying  the  whip  upon  their  naked  backs, 
and  declaring  that  the  whole  of  religion  consisted  in  the 
use  of  the  scourge,  ‘ others,  more  crazy  still,  pronounced 
the  use  of  clothes  to  be  evidence  of  an  unconverted 
nature,  and  returned  to  the  nakedness  of  our  first  parents 
JUS  proof  of  their  restoration  to  a state  of  innocence.’ 
Now  whether  the  working  part  of  this  population  arc  in 
the  state  of  primeval  purity  and  innocence,  or  the  very 
reverse, — one  thing  is  certain,  that  they  are  in  a state 
very  nearly  approaching  that  of  our  first  parents,  and 
may  daily  be  seen,  ‘ naked  and  not  ashamed.’  But  if  it 
shall  turn  out,  as  has  been  asserted  by  those  who  have 
lived  longest  among  them,  that  their  women  are  not  less 
chaste,  nor  their  men  more  immoral  than  many  of  the 
best  dre.ssed  populations  of  Europe ; — it  Avill  be  hard  to 
avoid  the  conclusion,  that  in  this  said  article  of  clothing  — 
there  is  a great  deal  more  that  is  purely  conventional 
than  is  generally  imagined. 

When  I first  landed  it  was  a holiday-time, — many  of 
the  people  were  out,  evidently  dressed  in  their  best,  and 
exchanging  grave  and  courteous  salutations  jis  they  met, 
bending,  with  their  hands  sliding  down  to  their  knees, 
and  uttering  their  greetings  with  a deep-drawn  inspini- 
tion,  the  depth  from  whence  it  was  extracted  appearing 
to  be  in  strict  relation  to  the  degree  of  respect  they 
wished  to  manifest, — as  though  the  joy  and  satisfaction  of 
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such  a meeting  were  something  too  deep  for  utterance ! 
Banners  and  flags  of  fantastic  device,  and  often  graceful 
fonns,  were  being  carried  about  in  procession,  while 
others  were  hung  on  poles  before  many  of  tlie  dooi’s, 
with  little  mannikins,  dressed  in  gaudy  colours,  swinging 
to  and  fro  beneath.  It  was  a great  fete  or  Matsuri,’ 
held  once  a yeiu-  for  three  days,  to  commemorate  the 
births  of  sons  and  daughters ; and  the  little  stuffed  figures 
represent  the  accessions  to  the  family  during  the  year ; 
two  for  a son  and  one  for  a daughtei'.  Street-musicians 
were  about — not  the  respectable  hm  dy-gurdy  of  Euro- 
pean cities,  but  a sort  of  lute  and  fife,  played  by  an  itine- 
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rant  race.  Some  are  said  to  be  outcasts  and  ‘ Lmins,' 
who  sometimes  thus  play  the  mendicant  instead  of  the 
highway  robber,  with  a hat  completely  concealing  their 
face.  Inside  a half-closed  shop  might  be  seen  a dozen 
musicians,  squatted  on  their  knees  and  he^ls  (a  heart- 
breaking and  impossible  posture  to  the  uninitiated).  I say 
musicians, — but  they  make  a most  unearthly  noise,  a 
{)erfect  charivari  of  drum  and  fife  and  stringed  instru- 
ments, each  j)erformer  apparently  seeking  with  the 
greati'st  conscientiousness  to  drown  the  noise  of  his 
neighliour ; and  succeeding  to  perfection. 

I have  made  some  remarks  on  the  nude  Japanese — 
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it  is  only  right  to  obsei-ve  that  all  the  more  well-to  do 
classes  go  about  full  dressed,  and  with  great  attention 
both  to  taste  and  neatness  of  costume.  I speak  of  the 
better  class  of  men  only,  for  women  of  this  rank  do 
not  present  themselves  out  of  doors,  it  would  seem. 
Take  them  all  in  all,  with  their  resemblances  and  difler- 
ences,  you  soon  come  to  the  conclusion  that,  judging 
even  from  this  .seaport  or  Wapping  of  Japan, — with  a 
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Chinese  colony  located  among  them  for  some  centuries 
to  teach  them  their  vices,  — Dutch  and  other  foreignci’s 
in  time  past  and  present,  to  add  their  quota  also, — they 
are  a good-humoured,  intelligent,  and  courteous  race ; 
gentle  withal, — and  speaking  one  of  the  softest  tongues 
out  of  Itajy.  Their  salutations  and  greetings  in  the 
market-place,  have  a stately  and  elaborate  courtesy  in 
VOL.  I.  G 
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the  lowly  bend  of  the  body,  and  make  a veiy  striking 
contrast  to  the  jerk  of  the  head  and  ‘How  do?’  of 
Jones,  Brown,  and  Eobinson. 

A fair  amoiuit  of  industry  and  business  appeared  in 
the  shops,  and  along  the  wide  streets,  down  the  centre 
of  which  there  is,  in  most  ca.ses,  a fine  flag  pavement. 
Groups  of  half,  or  wholly  naked  children,  clamouring 
for  buttons,  you  meet  every^vhere  ; and  almost  every 
woman  has  at  least  one  at  the  breast,  and  often  another 
at  the  back.  The  race  is  undoubtedly  prolific ; — and 
this,  I should  say,  is  a very  paradise  of  babies. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  facts  ^nnected  Yvith  the 
port,  and  the  relations  opened  by  the  series  of  trea- 
ties, from  Commodore  Beriya’s,  in  March  1854,  to  Lord 
Elgin’s,  in  August  1858,  is  the  Japanese  steam  factory 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  bay,  under  the  superin- 
tendence of  Dutch  officers.  I went  over  it,  and  could 
not  but  admire  the  progress  made,  under  every  possilile 
difficulty,  by  the  Japanese  and  Dutch  combined,  in  their 
endeavours  to  create,  in  this  remote  corner  of  the 
earth,  all  the  complicated  means  and  appliances  for  the 
repair,  and  manufacture  ultimately,  of  steam  machineiy. 

All  honour  is  due  to  the  Dutch  officers  — Captain 
Kattandyck,  of  the  Dutch  Navy,*  as  the  head  of  the 
commission ; and  the  Chief  Engineer, — worthy  dc.scemhxnts 
of  those  brave  Hollanders  whom  no  danger  could  daunt, 
nor  difficidties  arrest,  in  their  clTorts  to  conquer  a ter- 
ritory from  the  sea  on  the  one  side,  and  the  Spaniard 
on  the  other. 

In  going  over  the  various  workshops,  where  eveiy- 
thing  had  to  be  created  from  the  beginning, — bricks 
and  tiles  to  be  made,  and  kilns  even  to  burn  them, 
for  the  necessary  buildings  — docks  to  plan  and  dig  — 
Japanese  workmen  to  instruct;  with  all  the  endless 
difficulties  cjuised  by  imperfect  means  of  communica- 
tion ; — and  not  be  struck  with  the  singular  com- 
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biliation  of  energj'  and  persevering  effort,  guided  by 
competent  practical  knowledge,  which  the  Dutch  must 
have  supplied. 

The  head  engineer,  whose  name  I am  soriy  I cannot 
recall,  was  one  of  those  plain  unpretending  men  who, 
like  the  Brnnels  and  Stephensons  of  our  own  coimtry, 
find  means  of  overcoming  every  difficulty.  Not  the 
least,  perhaps,  in  this  case,  was  the  reluctance  of  the 
Japanese  to  sink  laige  sums,  month  after  month,  in  an 
undertaking  the  full  value  of  which  they  could  hardly 
ajipreciate,  until  they  saw  some  tangible  results.  Of 
course  there  was  much  which  yet  remained  to  be  done  ; 
but  even  then,  in  little  more  than  a year,  a large  lathe 
factory  was  in  full  work,  where  Japanese  workmen,  some 
the  sons  of  gentlemen,  turned  out  all  the  parts  of  a 
steam-enguie  proper  to  their  department.  Among  other 
things,  I found  them  turning  moderator  lamps!  Be- 
yond was  a forge  factory,  in  complete  working  order, 
with  a Nasmyth’s  hammer,  and  all  the  requisites  for 
repairing  damages.  And  here  we  saw  one  of  the  most 
extraordinary  and  crowning  testimonies  of  Japanese  en- 
terprise and  ingenuity,  which  leaves  all  the  Chinese 
have  ever  attempted  far  behind.  I allude  to  a steam- 
engine  with  tubular  boilers,  made  by  themselves  before 
a steam  vessel  or  engine  had  ever  been  seen  by  Japanese ; 
made  solely,  therefore,  fi’om  the  plans  in  a Dutch  work. 
Tliis  engine  was  not  only  put  together,  but  made  to 
work  a boat.  It  is  true  there  were  defects,  both  in 
structure  and  adaptation ; and  it  is  rather  a marvel, 
perhaps,  that  the  engineers  were  not  ‘ hoisted  with  their 
own  petard ; ’ but  even  these  defects  admit  of  rectifi- 
cation, under  the  able  hands  of  the  head  engineer, 
were  it  not  worthy  of  being  presented  as  a national 
monument  of  Japanese  capacity  and  enterprise.  An 
American  writer  seems  unwilling  to  leave  them  the  credit 
so  justly  their  due,  and  suggests  that  the  workmen  must 
have  seen  the  United  States  ■■  Missis-sippi  ’ steamer  ! But 
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lie  is  clearly  mistaken.  It  was  actually  in  ojicration,  long 
before  an  Aineriain  or  any  other  steamer  had  ever  ap- 
peared in  Japanese  waters, 

I left  this  most  intere-sting  establi.shment,  and  its 
worthy  head,  who  spoke  English  very  unexception- 
ably,  and  gave  eveiy  kind  of  information  with  great 
readiness,  — fully  realising  the  labour  and  the  diffi- 
culties he  and  his  fellow  workmen  must  have  had 
to  encounter  at  every  .step,  in  thus  laying  the  founda- 
tions of  a steam  navy  in  these  remote  regions,  and 
among  a people  to  whom  all  the  appliances  of  modern 
.science  were  unknown.  We  extended  our  walk  to  the 
llussian  settlement,  in  a beautifully  situated  cove,  with 
wooded  hills  rising  boldly  behind  it.  Coal-sheds  and 
stores  spread  along  the  base  ; while  temporary  barracks 
and  head-quartei’s  were  on  a commanding  platform,  half- 
way up  the  bank.s.  If  the  Ilussians,  as  some  have  .sur- 
mised, intended  a permanent  .settlement,  it  could  not 
have  been  better  chosen  ; but  I saw  nothing  to  indicate 
more  than  what  it  profes.sed  to  be  — a temporary  knMi- 
tion  for  the  crew  of  the  fi-igate  ‘ Aschol,’  requiring  a 
thorough  repair  and  refit;  for  which  this  retired  and 
sung  bay  was  admirably  adapted.  They  had  been  here 
some  months,  and  this  had  evidently  been  made  the 
rendezvous  for  a Commodore’s  squadron,  consisting  of 
the  frigate  and  half  a dozen  corvettes  and  gunboats  — 
supposed  to  be  on  their  way  to  the  Amoor.  I dare 
say,  bi‘ing  here  in  force,  the  Russian  had  had  it  pretty 
much  his  own  way  — and  obtsiined  what  supplies  he 
wanted, — with  fair  words  or  the  strong  hand,  as  the 
ctise  might  require.  Rut,  under  similar  circumstances, 
the  same  thing  would  probably  have  been  done  by  the 
senior  ollicer  of  any  other  foreign  .squadron. 

Talking  of  supplies,  there  seemed  a terrible  dearth  of 
chickens,  though  plenty  of  egg.s.  'I'here  were  no  sheej) 
to  be  bought,  for  there  are  none  in  the  country;  and 
bullocks  were  denied,  and  declared  not  to  exist  in  the 
island,  — until  a razzia  of  the  Russians  swept  in  two  or 
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throe  score  from  the  surroimiling  country  ; — after  which 
they  Mere  always  abundantly  su[)[)lied.  The  only  speci- 
mens we  could  procure,  hoM'ever,  maile  wretched  beef, 
aud  M'ere  duly  fit  for  leather,  though  cheap  enough,  — if 
anything  can  properly  be  called  cheap  wdiich  is  bad,  and 
unfit  for  use.  No  cattle  being  kejit  for  slaughter  by  a 
nation  of  Buddhists  and  Ichthyologists  or  Vegetarians,  only 
those  can  be  obtained  M'hich  are  taken  from  the  jilough  ; 
and,  of  course,  old  and  worn-out  beasts  are  (done  brought  to 
market.  The  scarcity  of  fowls  is  less  easily  understood, 
seeing  that  for  more  than  six  months  there  must  have 
been  a remunerating  demand,  aiul  the  means  of  produc- 
ing them  are  there.  Bantams,  beautiful  enough  to  M’in 
prizes,  arc  plentiful  in  the  streets — and  a fcM^  long-legged, 
high-stepping  fowls,  fit  almost  for  a cabriolet,  might  also 
be  seen  ; but  they  had  a patriarchal  look,  and,  moreover, 
could  not  be  bought.  In  fact  it  seemed  that  the  fii’st 
settlers  would  find  no  small  difficulty  in  supplying  their 
table  with  anything  but  fish  and  vegetables — unless,  in 
wdnter,  game  might  fill  up  the  deficiencies.  Fish  alone  is 
plentiful  at  Nagasaki,  and  in  considerable  variety.  We 
found  crawfish  and  praM’iis  of  noble  jiroportions.  Some 
of  the  fish  are  good,  and  others  smooth-skinned  and 
coarse  ; but  they  are  in  gi-eat  variet}’,  from  the  pomfret 
to  the  shark,  wdiich  latter  is  not  despised  by  the  natives. 
Its  fins,  indeed,  arc  a delicacy  among  the  Chinese ; and 
its  skin  furnishes  a covering  to  the  Japanese  sword  scab- 
bards. 

After  a glance  at  the  fish-market,  and  vegetable  stidls, 
the  latter  chiefly  filled  with  the  coarser  kinds  of  roots 
and  French  beans,  I wandered  over  one  of  the  beautiful 
sloping  hills  extending  along  the  bay  towards  the  mouth 
of  the  harbour.  It  oflered  more  than  one  delightful 
site  for  a foreign  settlement,  with  abundant  w^ater  front- 
age, aud  bounded  by  a ravine,  down  which  a mountain 
stream  came  tumbling  in  foam  and  ripple,  to  empty 
itself  into  the  bay.  With  such  a site,  invalids  from  India 
and  China  might  find  a Sanatarium  such  as  no  other  land 
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between  the  two — or  east  of  the  Cape  eaii  afford.  The 
end  of  June  was  approaching,  and  still  no  summer-heat 
was  experienced,  the  thermometer  ranging  only  from 
02°  to  78°. 

The  rain  at  this  season,  indeed,  obscures  the  sun  and 
tempers  the  atmosphere ; but  whoever  has  panted  through 
six  months  of  summer-heat  on  the  banks  of  the  Ilooghly, 
or  the  burning  plains  of  Madras,  or  sighed  in  vain  for  one 
breath  of  air  in  the  sun-stricken  side  of  Ilongkong,  and 
the  low  sedgy  ffats  of  the  Canton  river,  will  gladly  com- 
pound for  a temperature  of  70°  in  June,  and  a fresh 
breeze  from  the  .south,  — by  six  weeks  of  heavy  rain.  In 
the  South  there  is  little  actual  winter,  it  ajipears.  A new 
countrj’  full  of  natural  beauties,  no  trojhcal  heat,  and 
within  ten  days’  steam  of  Ilongkong,  jiromised  an  abun- 
dant inffux  of  visitors,  seeking  for  change  and  health  — a 
promise  which  was  more  fully  realised  in  the  sequel 
than  many  other  anticipated  results. 

Befoi'e  taking  my  de|)arturc  for  Yeddo,  I had  occasion 
to  see  the  Governor  of  Nagasaki,  whom  I found  full  of 
courtesy,  and  a man  of  prepossessing  address  and  man- 
nei-s.  Their  modes  of  reception,  though  very  simple,  are 
not  wanting  in  dignity.  If  the  person  to  be  received  is 
of  sufficient  rank  to  entitle  him  to  be  greeted  as  an  equal, 
the  Governor  will  meet  the  guest  at  the  end  of  the  first 
coiTidor  leading  to  the  reception-room,  and  after  an  ex- 
change of  salutations,  show  him  the  way.  When  foreigners 
are  to  be  received,  seats  and  tables  are  arranged  on  each 
side  of  the  room  opposite.  The  Japanese  take  theii’s 
iiccording  to  their  respective  rank  on  one  side,  and  the 
foreigners  arc  refjuested  to  sit  down  opposite,  bcnclies  or 
chairs  being  provided  for  the  occasion.  As  the  inter- 
view proceeds,  lacquer  trays  are  brought,  on  which  are 
fire,  tobacco,  pipes,  and  small  copper  s])ittoons ; and  if  it 
be  a veiy  formal  or  long  affair,  these  are  succeeded  by  a 
succession  of  trays  containing,  first,  cake  and  .sweets,  then 
fish,  vegetables,  sea-weed,  rice,  A'C.,  and  tea — the  last  of 
doubtful  flavour.  Cups  of  saki,  a spirit  distilled  from 
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rice,  are  liaiided  round,  and  gome  people  tliiiik  it  very 
palatable  or  potable.  It  is  quite  as  good  (or  bad)  as  the 
Chinese  samshn  or  wine,  however,  and  veiy  much  the 
same  kind  of  thing. 

Grapes  they  have,  but  from  these  they  make  .spirit,  not 
wine.  When  the  visit  is  concluded  the  two  parties  rise, 
notice  having  been  given  by  the  guest  of  his  w'ish  to  n;- 
tire.  Salutations  are  returned,  and  he  is  conducted  by 
his  host  a longer  or  shorter  distance,  according  to  their 
relative  rank.  All  this  is  well  and  courteously  done  ; — 
but  the  tedium,  and  often  the  uselessness  of  these  oflicial 
interviews  of  several  hours,  when  impoitaiit  business 
presses  for  decision,  is  something  beyond  description. 
For  everj’thing  a double  translation  is  required,  first 
into  Dutch,  from  whatever  foreign  language  is  spoken, 
then  into  Japanese,  and  so  back  again ; with  the  plea- 
sant condition  of  utter  imcerUunty  whether  any  of  the 
true  sense  or  spirit  of  the  iii'st  words  spoken  passes 
through  the  Japauese  and  last  filter,  or  is  left  in  the  un- 
spoken residuum.  Time  alone  can  supply  a remedy  for 
this,  by  enabling  foreignei’s  to  be  tlieir  own  interpreters, 
and  speak  Japanese.  The  native  interpreters  all  under- 
stand and  speak  more  or  less  of  English,  but  too  little  yet 
to  be  available  for  any  practical  puqiose.  It  is  encourag- 
ing, however,  to  .see  the  spontaneous  effort  that  has  been 
made  in  this  direction ; and  many  years  cannot  elapse 
before  Dutch  is  entirely  superseded,  and  Englisli  Uikes  its 
place.* 

* Great  progress  ha.s  in  eflect  been  made  during  the  past  thjge  years, 
everywhere  e.ceiyrf  at  Yeddo ! .\t  the  three  port.s,  many  very  efllcient 

inteqireters  in  Knglish  are  constantly  emplot'ed  hy  the  .lapnne.se  authorities. 
-\t  ^eddo,  I oll'enul  to  iiave  a class  of  youth.s  taught  English,  if  the  Go- 
veniment  would  select  educated  boys,  and  send  them  to  us.  They  appeal'd 
to  receive  the  pnijKisition  with  great  pleasure,  and  promised  immediately 
after  my  arrival  to  make  a selection  — hut  it  was  yet  to  he  done  when  I 
left,  at  the  end  of  nearly  three  years. 


♦ 


Digitized  by  Google 


88 


TIIREK  YEARS  IN  JAl’AN. 


Chap.  IV. 


CIIAl^EK  IV. 

N.AGASAKI  TO  VEriDO THE  WORK  OF  TWO  CENTCHIES  UNDONE  IN 

A.S  .MANY  YF.AIi.S EFFECT  UPON  THE  JAPANE.SE  MIND HOW  ITS 

UULERS  FELT  UNDER  SUCH  INNOVATIONS THE  TOUCHSTONE  OF 

TRIAL FIRST  ARRIVAL  OF  THE  BRITISH  AND  AMERICAN  DIPLO- 

MATIC AGENTS  AT  YEDDO  TO  TAKE  UP  A PERMANENT  RESIDENCE. 


'YI^AGASAKI  to  Yedtlo ! Two  centuries  lie  between 
Xi  the.se  points,  so  near  on  tlie  map,  but  so  far  and 
completely  separated  by  the  determined  policy  of  the 
Japanese  rulers  — a policy  of  isolation,  so  effectually 
carried  out,  that  no  foreigner,  though  he  might  under 
the  Dutch  ffag  gain  access  to  Nagasaki,  could  force  or 
find  his  way  to  the  capital. 

A mission  ol'  tribute-bearers  alone  was  jicrmitted  to 
proceed  to  Yeddo,  under  the  most  vigdlant  and  inexor- 
able of  escorts  — paid  by  themselves,  too,  thus  adding 
insult  to  injury.  Wlien  there,  they  were  closely 
guarded,  and  allowed  to  offer  on  their  knees  or  faces,  in 
the  august  presence  of  the  Siogun  (Tycoon)  — or,  rather, 
with  prostrations  befoi'e  a screen,  behind  which  he 
was  supjKised  to  be  seated  in  solemn  state  — the  offerings 
of  the  Dutch  factory,  in  humble  token  of  gratitude  — 
for  the  pleasant  life  and  profitable  conditions  of  trade 
enjoyed  at  Decima ! If  these  presents,  in  value  and 
number,  were  satisfactoiy,  tlien  the  suite  were  further 
graciously  permitted  to  play  all  sorts  of  antics  and  tom- 
fooleries, for  the  especial  amusement  of  the  court,  and 
the  ladies  belimtl  the  lattices.  Thunberg  relates  how 
they  were  desired  to  turn  round,  that  they  might  show 
the  cut  of  their  clothes  behind  and  before ; dance 
European  dances,  sing  foreign  songs,  feign  drunkenne.s.s. 
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&C.,  for  several  hours,  until  completely  exhausted,  when 
they  were  allowed  to  retire;  — but  not  to  rest;  for  the 
Tycoon’s  entertainment  over,  princes  and  courtiers  pressed 
upon  them  for  farther  amusement.  It  does  not  appear 
tliat  the  chief  of  the  factory  was  subjected  to  this  truly 
humiliating  ordeal ; but  all  the  rest  of  his  mission  were 
made  to  contribute  their  share. 

Such  were  the  receptions  granted  durmg  the  last 
two  centuries ; but  ‘ Nagasaki  to  Yeddo  ’ carries  the 
imagination  back  yet  another  century,  when  the  stout 
Enghsh  pilot,  William  Adams,  first  steered  to  the  coast, — 
a storm-tossed  and  battered  vessel  of  small  tonnage, 
under  Dutch  colours — the  only  one  of  a fleet  of  five  that 
ever  reached  a Japanese  port.  After  a series  of  disasters, 
he  arrived,  with  only  five  companions  who  could  walk, 
and  was  sent  with  his  party  to  the  capital.  IIow  he 
made  his  way  at  Court,  though  no  courtier  born,  and 
survived  the  kindly  suggestion  of  a Portuguese  Jesuit,  that 
he  should  be  hanged  as  a ‘ pestilent  fellow'  and  a pirate,’ 
is  generally  known.  Three  centuries  have  rolled  on 
since  then,  and  now'  Foreign  Representatives  are  on  their 
way  to  exchange  the  ratifications  of  new  treaties ; and 
they  w’ill  arrive  at  the  capital,  not  as  honest  Will 
Adams  approached  the  coast,  in  a little  merchant  lugger, 
unaccredited  and  helpless,  — but  in  due  state,  each  with 
a goodly  ship-of-war  for  escort,  bearing  the  national  flag. 
Not  as  the  Representatives  of  any  foreign  nation  during 
the  two  centuries  past,  bearers  of  presents  and  triennial 
tribute  — the  price  paid  for  leave  to  trade  at  Nagasaki, 
and  there  alone,  under  the  most  oppressive  and  hu- 
miliating conditions  ; — but  empty-handed,  save  as  the 
bearers  of  treaties  which  abrogate  aU  conditions  not 
consistent  w'ith  the  dignity  of  a great  nation,  and  the 
free  developement  of  a mutually  advantageous  trade. 
So  great  is  the  contra.st,  that  two  centuries  seem 
hardly  too  much  for  the  change  to  be  effected  in.  And 
yet  it  had  all  been  the  w'ork  of  five  years ; — of  five 
years  of  continuous  treaties,  it  may  be  said,  but  all 
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crowded  into  that  short  space.  The  expedition  of  the 
United  States,  under  Coinniodore  Perry,  in  March  1854, 
first  began  by  inserting  the  wedge,  de.stined  by  succes- 
sive eflbrts  of  Foreign  Powere  to  cleave  tlirough  the 
opposing  bod}’  of  Japanese  tradition  and  policy.  Ad- 
miral Stirling  followed  later  in  the  year,  and  content, 
like  his  predecessor,  with  continued  refusal  to  trade,  he 
merely  stipulated  for  wood  and  provisions,  with  humanity 
to  shipwrecked  mariners. 

The  Dutch,  naturally  anxious  to  play  a as  a 

Power  instrumental  in  opening  the  country  they  had 
once  striven  so  liard  to  close  to  all  but  themselves, 
oot  rid  of  some  of  the  most  galling  and  humblino  of 
the  conditions  of  their  own  position,  by  a convention 
concluded  by  Mr.  Donker  Curtius,  the  Commissioner,  and 
head  of  the  Dutch  factor}’. 

Then  came  the  Russians,  taught  the  value  of  Japanese 
ports  by  their  war  with  England  and  France  ; and  in 
October  1857,  Admiral  Pontiatiue  foniied  a treaty.  In 
a few  days  later,  the  Dutch  again  returned  to  the 
charge,  by  which  trading  jirivileges  were  secured  at 
three  ports  — Nagasaki,  Simoda,  and  Hakodadi.  Next 
followed  in  rapid  succession  American,  Engli.sh,  and 
French  treatie.s,  in  the  months  of  July  and  August  of 
1858  : and  the  wedge  was  finally  driven  home,  enlarging 
and  improving  the  conditions  and  privileges  of  trade. 
I3y  these  last  the  gates  of  Yeddo  were  forced,  — made  to 
timn  upon  their  rusty  hinges,  and  give  reluctant  passage, 
for  the  first  time,  to  Foreign  ministers  as  residents. 

Credit  may  have  been  justly  due  to  the  Japanese 
Eulers  — to  some,  at  lea.st  — for  having  had  the  sense  to 
perceive  the  time  had  come,  when  their  exclusive  pohey 
could  no  longer  be  safely  maintained  ; and  the  pim- 
dcnce  not  to  provoke  a collision  with  the  Great  Powers 
of  Europe,  which  could  only  have  ended  in  the  hu- 
nuliation  and  discomfiture  of  the  nation.  The  Chinese 
had  appeared  more  blinded  with  conceit,  and  le.ss  capable 
of  appreciating  the  futility  of  resistance,  and  the  hopeless- 
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ness  of  au  appeal  to  arms.  There  was  a general  dis- 
position to  draw  a good  auguiy  from  this,  for  our  future 
relations  with  the  Japanese  empire.  If  they  received  the 
Diplomatic  agent  of  Great  Britain  without  vain  protesta- 
tions of  inexpetliency,  when  he  should  present  himself, 
Avithout  previous  communication  or  announcement,  at 
Yeddo ; — then  time  and  patience  it  might  naturally  be 
expected  would  alone  be  retpiired,  to  .secure  settled  re- 
lations of  amity  and  commerce. 

But,  as  this  narrative  proceeds,  it  will  be  seen  there 
were  many  more  things  in  Japan  to, be  taken  note  of, 
than  had  entered  into  the  philosophy  of  the  world  in 
general,  on  this  subject.  It  is  often  well  indeed  that  we 
knoAV  so  little  of  Avhat  lies  before  us  in  this  troubled 
world,  Avhether  of  good  or  e\nl ! Knowledge  of  tlie 
first  might  render  us  presumptuous  ; and,  of  the  second, 
take  away  the  heart  and  courage  necessary  to  make  a 
good  fight.  The  Japane.se  ruling  cliisses,  Ave  found  later, 
had  only  yielded  to  suggestions  of  danger,  chiefly  emanat- 
ing from  Avhat  proved  the  Aveaker  or  more  timid  party  in 
the  State,  and  Avere  as  hostile  to  foreigners  as  ever. 
They  fell  into  the  natural  mistake,  it  is  to  be  believed 
— Judging  by  the  light  of  after  events  — that  Foreign 
PoAvera,  one  and  all,  Avere  prepared  to  go  to  Avar  Avith 
them,  if  they  refused  to  enter  into  all  the  treaties  pro- 
poserl.  In  their  con.sdous  state  of  mipreparedness  for 
resistance,  they  jirobably  thought  it  better  to  temporise 
and  jfield  — AA'ith  a mental  resetwation,  intending  to 
retrace  their  steps,  Avhen  time  and  ojiportunity  .should 
serve  : — and,  satisfied  that  it  remained  in  their  oAvn 
hands,  in  the  meanAvhile,  to  suspend  or  impede  the  ex- 
ecution of  all  the  more  important  .stipulations. 

When  has  it  ever  been  otherAvise,  in  the  treaties  of 
the  Western  Avith  the  Easteni  races?  Yielding  under 
moral  pressure  (a  kind  of  euphuistic  phrase  for  coer- 
cion, and  a coercion  Avhich  has  a great  deal  more  to 
do  Avith  rifled  guns  and  frigates  than  anything  moral 
or  intellectual),  they  ever  re.serve  the  right  of  the  con- 
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quered,  to  resist — and  of  the  weak  to  feign  acquiescence, 
until  they  shall  feel  strong  enough  to  annul  by  force, 
what  was  wrung  from  them  by  no  very  different  process. 
When  they  afterwards  discovered,  as  there  is  no  doubt 
they  did,  that  they  had  yielded  to  a vain  fear,  in  the 
first  treaty  entered  into ; — and  that  no  Foreign  Power, 
even  later,  w'ould  have  gone  to  war  to  force  upon  them 
a Treaty  of  Commerce — least  of  all,  the  United  States  of 
America  — the  wrath  and  intbgnation  of  the  more  vio- 
lent party  in  the  State  exploded,  and  has  ever  since 
bcKin  a source  of  peril.  But  this  was  not  the  revela- 
tion of  the  hour.  It  came  later,  and  with  much  un- 
willingness was  received. 

On  the  2Gth  of  June,  H.M.S.  ‘Sampson’  cast  anchor 
where  the  ‘ Furious,’  with  Lord  Elgin,  had  last  been  seen, 
immediately  opposite  the  city.  It  was  a critical  moment. 
By  treaty.  Great  Britain  wiis  no  doubt  entitled  to  send  a 
diplomatic  agent  to  reside  in  Yeddo  ; — but  the  Japanese 
Government  had  very  strongly  urged  upon  Lord  Elgin,  to 
the  last,  their  earnest  desire  that  no  Representative  should 
actually  be  nominated  until  1863, — on  the  plea  that  the 
popular  feebng  against  foreigners  was  likely  to  be  aroused, 
if  so  great  a change  were  attempted  before  there  was  time 
to  prejiare  the  public  mind. 

Her  Majesty’s  Government  had  not  seen  fit  to  accede 
to  this  request ; and  no  previous  notice  had  been  sent 
that  a British  diplomatic  agent  w^as  on  his  way.  I had 
determined,  therefore,  that  the  wisest  coiu^e  under  these 
circumstances  was  to  steam  right  up  to  the  anchorage 
outside  the  batteries ; — and  take  it  for  granted  that  the 
Japanese  Government  was  pi-epared  to  give  cfl'ect  to  the 
treaty,  in  all  its  stipulations.  But  what  if  they  met 
me  with  serious  remonstrance,  as  to  the  danger  a resi- 
dence in  Y'eddo  would  enUiil  upon  the  Japanese  Govern- 
ment, and  foreigners  generally  throughout  the  countiy, — 
and  refuse  to  accept  the  responsibility  or  guarantee  the 
safety  of  a Mission  in  the  capital  ? All  this  had  to  be 
duly  weighed  — and  risked. 
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Accordingly,  on  my  arrival,  a letter  to  the  Ministei-s  of 
Foreign  Afl’aii’s  was  ready  to  be  sent  on  shore,  announcing 
my  presence,  and  requesting  a residence  to  be  assigned, 
that  I might  disembark  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 
It  was  not  long  before  some  officials  came  oflT  to  know 
our  business,  and  they  received  the  letter  for  answer. 
Nor  had  I long  to  wait  for  the  reply.  It  came  the 
next  day,  followed  by  a visit  from  two  of  the  Governors 
of  Foreign  Affairs,  bringing  congratulations  from  the  go- 
vernment on  my  safe  anival.  This  reheved  me  of  some 
anxiety ; — and  I had  the  more  reason  to  congratulate 
myself,  because  my  American  colleague,  Mr.  Harris,  who 
followed  me  a few  days  later  from  Simoda,  where  he  had 
hitherto  resided,  had  not  escaped  pres,sing  invitations 
from  the  government,  to  defer  his  departure  for  the 
capital. 

Very  glad  to  find  the  first  anticipated  difficulty  no 
longer  in  my  way,  I proceeded  immediately  to  the  most 
pressing  business  — the  selection  of  a temple  for  a provi- 
sional residence  and  Consulate  General ; and  having  men- 
tioned the  two  placed  at  the  disposal  of  Lord  Elgin 
and  Baron  Gros  respectively  in  1858,  plans  not  only  of 
these,  but  of  two  others,  were  sent  the  following  day,  with 
an  offer  to  conduct  any  member  of  the  establishment  to 
examine  and  select  from  the  whole. 

This  seemed  a matter  of  such  moment,  that  I deter- 
mined to  land  privately  myself.  Accordingly,  on  the 
third  day  after  my  anival,  accompanied  by  Captain  Hand, 
we  were  jiulling  tow’ards  the  shore,  on  a visit  of  inspec- 
tion. Little  of  the  capital,  vast  as  it  is,  can  be  seen 
from  the  anchorage,  which  is  outside  a line  of  batteries 
built  some  two  miles  from  the  shore.  Fringed  with 
low  houses  and  trees,  some  higher  ground  appears 
behind,  apparently  covered  with  wood.  Only  liere  and 
there  a temple,  or  the  white  walls  of  a Daimio’s  park, 
can  be  distinguished. 

The  ‘ Sampson  ’ lay  full  four  miles  frcun  the  shore,  and 
even  then,  only  in  three  fathoms  of  water.  The  bay 
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shoals  all  along  the  banks  on  which  the  city  stands,  so 
that,  at  low  water,  even  a ship’s  boat  cannot  approach 
within  a mile!  Notwithstanding  this  best  of  natiu’al 
defences,  no  less  than  five  batteries,  faced  with  guns  on 
every  side,  inteqjose  between  the  deeper  channel  and  the 
city,  besides  several  on  shore.  And  the  number  and 
strength  of  these,  I may  observe,  went  on  increasing  con- 
tinuously, fi’om  the  arrival  of  the  Foreign  Representatives. 
There  is  thus  nothing  imposing  in  the  aspect  of  Yeddo 
from  the  bay.  This  is  partly  due,  as  I have  indicated,  to 
tlie  great  amount  of  timber  everywhere,  which  conceals 
the  low  houses,  in  many  cases  only  single-storied ; and 
partly  to  the  formation  of  the  ground,high  land  interposing 
and  concealing  by  far  the  larger  part  of  the  city.  The 
batteries  midway  between  the  anchorage  and  the  shore 
are  the  most  conspicuous  objects,  though  only  a few  feet 
above  high-water  mark.  They  are  solidly  built  of  granite, 
and  must  have  cost  immense  labour  in  laying  the  founda- 
tions. In  their  low-level  line  and  general  aspect  they  are 
not  unlike  some  of  those  off  Cronstadt.  They  are  well 
kept,  with  green  turf  on  the  embankments  ; over  which 
the  muzzles  of  the  guns  may  be  seen,  though  the  pieces 
themselves  are  carefully  protected  from  the  weather,  aud 
too  curious  prying,  by  wooden  sheds  or  covcruigs.  They 
seemed  for  the  most  part  of  light  calibre,  — twelve  or 
eighteen  pounders,  apparently. 

Two  European  rigged  vessels  bearing  the  Japanese 
flag — a red  sun  on  a white  field — were  l>ing  outside,  and 
below  the  batteries.  One  of  these  was  the  Emperor’s 
yacht,  as  it  has  been  the  fiishion  to  call  it — that  is,  the 
steam-vessel  sent  out  by  our  government,  at  Admiral 
Stuliiig’s  suggestion,  as  a ]iresent  to  the  Tycoon,  which 
has  been  called  the  ‘ Emperor.’  I hud  heard  it  asserted 
that  it  was  allowed  to  go  to  decay,  and  was  neglected. 
This  is  not  the  case,  however,  as  I satisfied  iny.self  the 
next  day  by  personal  inspection.  The  painted  wood- 
work looked  sh»l)bj%  because  the  Japanese  abhor  paint 
about  their  ships,  and  had  consequently  been  steadily 
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engaged  in  scrubbing  it  off  ever  since  the  boat  had  come 
into  their  possession,  and  by  dint  of  labour  and  pei'seve- 
rance  had  nearly  succeeded.  How  they  dispense  with 
paint,  and  oil,  and  varnish,  on  all  their  boats  and  junks, 
and  still  preserve  them  in  a seawortliy  state,  I have  never 
been  able  to  learn,  though  the  fact  is  indispuDible. 
They  char  the  keels,  and  more  than  once,  I believe ; but 
beyond  this,  they  seem  to  do  nothing  to  guard  the  wood 
from  decay,  under  a hot ^un,  and  the  alternate  processes  of 
soaking  and  drjnng.  This,  too,  in  the  land  of  lacquer 
and  varnish ! They  must  apparently  have  found,  by  ex- 
perience, that  no  adequate  advantage  was  derived  from 
the  expenditure  of  either  paint,  drying-oil,  or  varnish ; 
and  j’et  this  nms  so  entirely  counter  to  our  own  expe- 
rience, that  it  has  always  been  a matter  of  specidation 
to  me.  I have  often  asked  naval  officers  if  they  could 
explain  the  reason  for  this  divereity  of  practice,  but  never 
obtained  any  satisfactory  answer ; on  the  contraiy,  the 
replj"  generally  consisted  of  an  affirmation  of  the  al  )Solnte 
necessity  of  paint — indeed,  like  the  receipts  in  Mrs.  Glas.sc’s 
cookery-book,  in  respect  to  butter,  it  was  quite  evidently 
their  firm  conviction  that  ‘ the  more  ])aint  the  better ! ’ 
How  far  this  settled  bias  in  favour  of  abundance  of  paint, 
in  the  minds  of  my  naVal  friends,  may  arise  from  the 
alleged  fact  of  its  scarcity,  and  the  universal  complaint 
of  smart  first  lieutenants  that  tliey  are  stinted  and 
never  have  enough,  I do  not  venture  to  determine ; but 
after  a time  I gave  up  farther  inquiries  in  that  quarter, 
plainly  perceiving  that  all  had  one  settled  conviction  in 
favour  of  paint — more  paint — abundance  of  paint! 
So  I left  this  irreconcileable  difference  of  theoiy  and 
practice,  between  tlie  naval  profession  of  Europe  and 
Jaj)au,  just  where  I found  it.  One  explanation,  indeed, 
has  been  suggested  which  m;iy  not  be  far  from  the  trutli, 
namely,  tliat  wood  and  labour  both  being  cheap,  it  is  less 
expensive  to  build  new  boats,  than  to  incur  the  expense  of 
paint  to  make  them  more  durable.  But  to  retuni  to  the 
yacht.  All  tlie  fine  imitation  satin-wood,  and  the  gilt-work. 
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was  found  reduced  to  a very  forlorn  state,  by  this  process 
of  incess<ant  scrubbing  ; but  the  engines,  and  all  the  brass- 
work,  would  have  done  no  discredit  to  the  best  kept 
man-of-war  in  our  service.  I afterwards  found,  that  they 
frequently  got  up  her  steam  and  proceeded  w'ith  her  to 
different  points,  when  any  high  official  had  to  be  sent  on 
the  Tycoon’s  service,  and  the  vessel  was  worked  entirely 
by  Japanese. 

On  landing,  we  found  a great  crowd  of  the  inhabitants, 
eager  to  see  the  strangers;  but  the  police  mustered 
strong,  and  we  were  in  no  way  incommoded,  save  by  the 
awkward  attempts  we  had  to  make,  before  we  could 
succeed  in  doubling  ourselves  up  so  as  to  pack  our  limbs 
and  bodies  inside  the  Japanese  palanquin,  called  a nori- 
mon,  prior  to  our  being  suspended  from  the  shoulders  of 
four  men,  two  before  and  two  behind,  very  much  as  a 


JAPANESE  NOntMON 


wild  beast  might  be  slung  in  a cage  for  safe  transport. 
Ilerc  is  a facsimile,  for  the  benefit  of  all  who  have  never 
seen  the  reality ; or  undergone  the  practical  torture  of 
cramped  limbs,  and  a half-dislocated  spine,  within  its 
narrow  walls. 

We  are  often  told  that  no  man  is  .so  miserable  but  he 
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may  find  some  one  in  a worse  state  than  himself — that,  in 
every  extremity  of  evil,  there  is  still  ‘a  lower  deep.’ 
Whatever  satisfaction  or  comfort  may  be  derivable  from 
this  source,  I soon  had  the  opportunity  of  trjdng ; for 
numerous  vehicles  passed  to  and  fro,  carried  from  the 
sh(^ulders  also,  but  by  two  men,  being  evidently  of  much 
lighter  construction,  and  only  used  by  the  lower  classes. 


J.\PANKSK  fAMiO 


It  is  made  of  light  wicker-work,  and  consists  of  a 
bottom,  back,  and  front,  in  the  shape  of  a truncated  ‘ V,’ 
or  a U with  the  sides  pulled  out.  Into  the  bottom  the 
Japanese  place  a cotton  quilt.  Here,  doubled  up  with 
their  legs  beneath  them,  looking  as  if  they  hail  been 
amputated  at  the  knees,  hundreds  of  men  and  women 
may  be  seen,  in  the  streets  or  on  the  highway,  travelling 
for  hom-s,  and  on  a whole  day’s  journey,  apparently 
without  serious  fatigue  or  discomfort.  Nothing,  indeed, 
has  ever  seemed  to  me  more  wonderfid  than  the  way  in 
which  Japanese  men,  women,  and  children  take  their  , 
ease  and  repose, — asleep  or  awake.  A Japanese  quite  at 
his  ease,  and  sans  gene,  as  naturally  drops  on  his  heels,  and 
squats — with  no  more  .solid  support  to  his  person  than  his 
legs  or  heels  can  afford  — as  an  Englishman  drops  into  a 
chair  when  he  is  tired. 

As  soon  as  the  babe  leavers  its  mother’s  breast,  the  first 
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thing  it  learns  is,  not  to  walk  or  to  run,  but  to  squat  on 
its  heels  in  this  baboon  fashion.  If  the  Japanese  are  on 
ceremony,  then  they  sink  on  the  mats,  resting  jointly  on 


HOW  JAPANESE  REST 


heels  ami  knees.  And  this  attitude  also,  which  would  be 
torture  to  us,  they  maintain  for  hours,  apparently  without 
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serious  inconvenience.  Finally,  the  day’s  labour  over,  or 
the  time  for  siesta,  in  the  heat  of  the  day,  arrived,  they 
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throw  themselves  down  full  length  on  the  mat,  with  a 
little  padded  rest,  just  large  enough  to  receive  the  occiput, 
or  the  angle  of  the  jaw,  and  sleep  as  soundly  as  the  most 
fastidious  with  a feather  pillow  and  bed. 


HOW  TUfi  JAPAKESB  SLEEP 


As  we  slowly  wended  our  way  through  the  streets, 
I had  full  opportunity  of  observing  the  absence  of  all  the 
things  tee  deem  so  essential  to  comfort,  and  which  crowd 
our  rooms  almost  to  the  exclusion,  and  certainly  to  the 
great  inconvenience  of  the  people  who  are  intended  to 
occupy  them, — as  well  as  to  the  great  detriment  of  the 
proprietor’s  purse. 

If  European  joints  could  only  be  made  supple  enough 
to  enable  their  owners  to  dispense  with  sofas  and  chairs, 
and  par  consequence  with  tables ; and  we  were  hardy 
enough  to  lie  on  clean  mats,  six  feet  by  three,  stuffed 
with  fine  straw,  and  beautifully  made  with  a silk  border, 
so  as  to  form  a sort  of  reticulated  carpet  for  rooms  of  any 
size  — the  solution  of  that  much-debated  question,  the 
poasibility  of  marrying  on  400Z.  a year,  might  cerfixinly 
be  predicted  with  something  like  imanimity,  in  favour  of 
matrimony.  The  upholsterer’s  bill,  never  can  offer  any 
impediment  to  a young  couple  in  Japan.  Their  future 
house  is  taken;  'containing  generally  three  or  four  little 
rooms,  in  which  clean  mats  are  put.  Each  then  brings 
to  the  housekeeping  a cotton-stuffed  quilt,  and  a box  of 
wearing  apparel  for  their  own  personal  use; — a pan  to 
cook  the  rice,  half  a dozen  lacquer  cups  and  trays  to 
eat  off, — a large  tub  to  bathe  and  wash  in  are  added, 
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on  the  general  account; — and  these  complete  the  esta- 
blishment ! 

I think  this  the  nearest  approach  to  Arcadian  siin- 
jilicity  that  ha.s  yet  been  made ; and  I recommend  it  to  . 
the  serious  consideration  of  all  who  are  pei-plexed  with 
the  diflicidties  of  setting  up  an  establishment  upon  a small 
income,  — and  keeping  it  up  afterwards;  often  the  most 
arduous  part  of  the  undertaking. 

But  not  even  speculations  of  suck  interest  and  phi- 
lanthropic scope  could  prevent  limbs  aching  with  the 
cramped  position  Avhich  m}’  cage  imposed.  Nor  did  the 
jolting  motion  of  the  bearers  tend  to  make  it  less  irksome. 
But  what,  perha]is,  was  more  objectionable  still,  the  range 
of  the  eye  w'as  quite  as  cramped  as  the  rest  of  the  body ; 
for,  in  order  to  see  out  of  the  windows,  it  was  necessary 
to  risk  a dislocation  of  the  cervical  vertebraj,  to  get  the 
head  at  a proper  angle.  So,  at  last,  these  combined  evils 
becoming  intolerable,  I determined,  Avith  the  rest  of  my 
party,  to  Avalk ; since,  as  we  were  ‘ naibitn ' (the  exact 
rendering  in  Japanese,  it  seems,  of  our  borrowed  term 
mceg/nVe),  there  could  be  no  compromise  of  dignity.  And 
now,  for  the  first  time,  we  began  to  have  some  idea  of  what 
the  streets  were  like,  through  Avhich  we  were  passing. 

We  landed  on  the  banks  of  a canal  which  surrounds 
some  pleasure-grounds,  and  a fishing  summer-house  of 
the  Tycoon,  where  everything,  seen  from  the  outside, 
appeared  fresh  and  green  and  park-like.  And  we  were 
still  in  what  w'as  called  the  ‘ official  quarter,’  when  our 
walk  began. 

The  first  temple  visited  was  that  which  had  been  occu- 
pied by  Baron  Gros,  situated  immediately  beneath  the 
Tycoon’s  Cemetery,  another  finely- wooded  park,  containing 
within  its  wide  area  a town  of  temples  and  priests’  quar- 
ters. But  the  actual  space  mcluded  in  the  ground  occu- 
pied by  the  building  now  offered  was  very  confined,  and 
the  building  altogether  too  small  to  afford  the  refjuired 
accommodation  for  so  large  a party  as  I brought  with 
me  on  the  j)ublic  e.«tablishment.  The  temporary  cook- 
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house  and  butli-roonis,  run  up  with  sliglit  planking  for 
Baron  Gros,  still  existed,  though  in  a piteously  dilapidated 
sUite.  fcknnething,  I thought,  miglit  possibly  have  been 
done  in  the  way  of  enlargement  and  improvement,  pro- 
vided the  adjoining  grounds  had  been  open  for  puqioses 
of  recreation  and  exercise.  But  not  only  was  this  held 
to  be  ‘impossible,’  but  one  of  the  conditions  of  tenure 
was  rather  objectionable — namely,  that  the  Tycoon,  on 
his  way  to  the  cemetery,  passed  through  the  house  or 
inclosure,  I forget  which,  and  no  fires  could  be  lit  on  those 
days.  I declined  it  at  once,  therefore  ; and  as  it  was  re- 
porter! that  Lord  Elgin’s  former  habitation,  though  more 
roomy  and  less  confined,  scarcely  afforded  the  requireil 
s[)ace,  we  proceeded,  on  the  earnest  recommendation  of 
one  of  the  officials,  to  inspect  a ‘large  and  beautiful 
temjile,’  as  he  assured  me,  situated  on  the  edge  of  the 
bay, — with  all  the  requisite  conditions  of  amjile  accom- 
modation, spacious  grounds,  and  easj’  communication 
with  the  water. 

It  w'as  on  this  occasion  I made  my  fii-st  acquaintance 
Yvith  Moriyaraa,  and-  he  deserves  a special  introduc- 
tion. He  was  the  chief  of  the  Interpretei's,  and  a 
much  more  important  pei'sonage  than  his  official  title 
would  indicate.  He  has  been  described,  and  sketched 
and  photographed  in  all  the  accounts  that  have  appeared 
of  the  several  MLsions  to  Japan  ; for  on  him  has  de- 
volved the  labour  of  translating  into  the  Japanese  version 
all  the  treaties,  from  Commodore  Berry’s,  in  1854,  to 
Count  Eulenberg’s,  in  1800.  On  him  it  depends,  in  all 
the  interviews  with  the  Ministers  of  Foreign  All’airs, 
whether  the  conferences  with  the  several  foreign  re- 
pre.sentatives  are  correctl}’  or  intelligibl}^  rendered. 
Nearly  all  the  correspondence  with  the  foreign  rejue- 
sentatives  passes  through  his  hands  also  — a service, 
it  appears,  involving  some  danger  as  well  as  responsi- 
bility ; for  when  the  last  American  treat}',  framed  by  Mr. 
Harri.s,  was  signed,  a violent  reactionar}^  movement  taking 
place  among  the  leading  Daimios,  all  the  ministoi's  were 
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disgraced,  and  Moriyaiua  was  made  to  share  in  the  down- 
fall of  his  employers. 

Moriyama  spoke  a httle  Enghsh  then,  but  he  has  since 
been  to  England  with  the  Mission,  and  made  gieat  pro- 
gress in  the  language  during  his  passage  home  with  me. 
The  intei’preters  in  Yeddo  hitherto  have  only  spoken  in 
Dutch  — the  Dutch  of  two  centuries  back  — and  very 
embarra.ssing  to  those  fresh  from  Europe,  from  the  use 
of  old  and  obsolete  fonns  of  expression,  which, — with  all 
the  tenacity  of  a Japanese  who  understands  nothing  of 
the  mutation  of  languages,  or  progressive  theories  of  any 
kind, — they  are  ready  to  maintain  is  the  only  true  and 
pure  Dutch,  all  more  modern  phraseology  being  spurious, 
— hke  our  descendants  in  New  England,  who  have  pre- 
served so  many  obsolete  phrases,  that  they  pique  them- 
selves on  maintaining,  with  greater  success  than  the 
Enghsh  themselves,  the  language  of  the  old  country  ‘ pure 
and  undefiled.’  It  was  amusing,  sometimes,  to  hear  them 
sparring  on  this  subject  with  the  Legation  Interpreter, 
a gentleman  brought  up  in  Holland  — and  to  mark  the 
astonishment  of  the  latter,  on  being  told  by  his  Japanese 
colleague  that  he  really  did  not  know  Dutch  gramma- 
tically ! This  is  only  to  be  matched  by  my  Canton  Com- 
prador, who  came  to  me  once  in  China,  when  I had  a 
visitor  in  the  house,  fresh  arrived  from  England — ‘Massa, 
no  man  sabie  what  that  man  Avant ; he  no  talkee  proper 
English ! ’ 

The  route  soon  led  out  of  the  official  quarter,  and 
through  a part  of  the  city  dedicated  to  commerce ; but 
without  stopping  to  describe  all  that  was  striking  and 
novel  in  the  general  aspect,  it  wiU  be  better  to  go 
straightfonvard  to  the  object  of  our  perambulations — the 
temple  of  Tozengee,  one  of  the  largest  and  best  endoAved 
in  Yeddo,  under  the  patronage  more  especially  of  the 
Prince  of  Xendai,  one  of  the  great  semi-independent 
Daimios,  Avith  vast  territories,  and  a large  number  of 
subjects  under  his  rule.  During  our  Avalk  I had  been 
assured  there  Avas  no  finer  site  or  grounds  in  Yeddo,  and 
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that  it  had  been  specially  destined  for  the  British  Represen- 
tative. I cannot  say  I had  much  faith  in  my  informant’s 
perfect  truthfulness,  and  therefore  was  agreeably  surprised. 
Un  turning  off  the  Tocado  (as  the  great  high  road  tlmnigh 
the  island  is  called,  and  which  skirts  the  bay  here),  we 
passed  through  a gate  giving  entrance  to  a long  avenue  of 
ci'j'])tomerias  and  pines ; then  through  a second  more  im- 
posing gateway  of  two  stoi  ies,  across  an  open  square  with 
lotus  ponds,  and  trees  on  each  side,  and  finally,  by  an 
entrance  to  the  right,  through  another  courtyard,  and 
gained  a fine  suite  of  apartments  looking  on  to  as  beautiful 
a specimen  of  Japanese  garden  and  grounds  as  can  well 
be  conceived.  A lawn  was  immediately  in  front, — beyond 
a little  lake,  across  which  was  a rustic  bridge  (destined 
later  to  play  a prominent  part  in  a scene  of  blood) ; and 
beyond  this  again,  palm  trees  and  azalias,  large  bushes 
trimly  cropped  into  the  semblance  of  round  hillocks, 
while  the  background  was  filled  up  with  a noble  screen  of 
timber  composed  of  the  finest  of  all  Japanese  trees,  the 
evergreen  oak  and  the  maple.  Palms  and  bamboos  were 
inteispersed,  and  a drooping  plum  tree  was  trained  over 
one  end  of  the  rustic  bridge  giving  passage  across  the  lake. 
To  the  right,  a steep  bank  shut  in  the  view,  covered 
equally  with  a great  variety  of  flowering  shrubs  and  the 
ground  bamboo  ; and  crowned  with  more  of  the  sixme 
timber.  Through  this  a path  led  upwards  by  a zigzag 
flight  of  steps  to  a fine  avenue  of  trees,  the  end  of  which 
widened  into  a platform,  whence  a wide  view  of  the  bay 
and  part  of  the  city  below  could  be  obtained,  with  a per- 
fectly scenic  effect.  The  distant  view  was  set  in  a frame- 
work of  foliage,  formed  by  the  branches  and  trunks  of 
pine  trees,  towering,  from  fifty  to  a hundred  feet  high, 
into  the  blue  sky  above.  If  Japan  could  only  be  viewed 
as  a place  of  exile,  it  must  be  confessed  a more  beautiful 
hermitage  could  not  have  been  chosen ; and  I felt  almost 
doubtful  whether  a retreat  so  perfect  in  every  respect, 
could  possibly  have  fallen  to  my  lot  without  some  terrible 
drawback.  It  seemed  too  much  to  be  so  easily  reidised, 
and  at  so  little  cost.  I well  remember  the  feehng,  now 
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that  years  have  passed  over  iny  head,  and  revealed  Avhat 
I could  then  so  little  foresee,  that  in  the  midst  of  all  this 
picturesque  beauty  — a scene  at  once  so  fair  and  peaceful 
— I,  and  at  a year’s  inter\al,  the  Chargd  d’Affaires  in  my 
absence, — were  each  destined  to  be  hunted  for  our  lives  by 
armed  bravoes  thirsthig  for  our  blood  ; and  feel  that  no 
human  strength  or  art  could  make  such  a position  defen- 
sible. Sunk  as  the  house  is  in  a hollow,  surroimded  by 
wood,  and  open  on  all  sides  to  attack,  elTective  defence 
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is  indeed  impossible,  and  the  stealthy  ajiproach  of  the  mid- 
night as.sassin  may  bring  him  close  on  Ids  victim  under 
cover.  Well,  indeed,  is  it  ordered  that  our  knowledge  of 
the  future  is  a total  blank.  Had  I foi’eseen  what  was  to 
be,  how  much  of  pleasure  and  peace,  in  a sense  of  security, 
I should  have  lost, — and  how  wretchedly  the  two  years 
preceding  the  fust  attempt  at  a massacre  would  have 
dragged  on,  in  this  seemingly  earthly  paradise ! It  left 
notliing  to  be  desired  as  a place  to  Ih'e  in, — and  the 
real  ol ejection,  that  it  was  a very  likely  place  to  die  in,  did 
not  strike  the  mind  — thougli  obviously  enongli  a very 
bad  locjition  in  which  to  defend  oneself.  From  the  end  of 
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tlic  avenue,  through  which  a mid-day  sun  could  only 
pour  a chequered  arabesque  of  light  and  shade,  the  bay 
stretchc*d  far  away  a thousand  feet  below,  basking  in 
the  full  glare  of  sunshine,  and  making  the  deep  cool 
shade  of  the  terrace,  with  its  thick  screen  of  green  leaves, 
all  the  more  enjoyable  by  contrast.  It  is  true  it  swanned 
with  mosquitoes  : — this  little  disadvantage  I perceived  at 
once,  — but  it  was  only  later  that  I had  the  satisfaction 
of  learning  it  was  C(;lebrated  all  over  Yeddo  for  its 
breed ! But  even  witli  the  place  at  my  disposal,  and  it 
may  well  be  supposed  I did  not  hesitate  in  my  choice,  all 
was  not  sunshine  with  its  priestly  owners.  I fancy  they 
saw  this  intrusion  of  the  Tojin  (foreigner),  into  their  sacred 
precincts,  with  little  satisfaction.  The  lay  proprietor  of 
the  domain,  the  Prince  of  Xendai,  had  not  the  repuUxtion 
of  being  veiy  friendly  to  us ; and  I have  never  been 
able  to  discover  by  what  tenure  these  temples  are  held,  to 
be  so  entirely,  as  they  seem,  at  the  disposal  of  the  T5'coon’s 
government.  Many  of  them,  as  this  temple  of  Tozengee, 
are  built  and  endowed  by  Daimios  out  of  their  own 
property.  Sometimes,  to  escape  the  cares  and  respon- 
sibilities of  a Daimio’s  hfe,  neither  few  nor  light  in  Japan, 
they  volmitarily  resign  all  their  possessions  to  a son,  as 
soon  as  they  have  one  of  age  — lay  down  their  power, 
and  retire  to  one  of  these  temples,  hving  in  I'eth’ement, 
with  shaven  crowns,  for  the  rest  of  their  lives.  This, 
perhaps,  ma)^  account  for  the  fact  that  to  every  temple 
there  is  attached  a suite  of  apartments,  larger  or  smaller, 
according  to  its  pretensions,  wdiere  guests  and  official  per- 
sonages may  find  temporary  accommodation.  But  as 
regards  Yeddo,  whatever  may  be  the  tenure,  it  woidd 
ajxpear  the  Tycoon,  with  or  -without  the  consent  of  the  lay 
proprietor,  disposes  of  this  part  of  the  accommodation 
whenever  he  requires  it. 

The  tlifficulty  I encountered,  and  which  cost  me  a 
stout  fight  of  more  than  an  hour’s  duration,  was  the 
alleged  inability  of  the  Tycoon  to  compel  the  priests  to 
give  up  any  portion  of  the  building  or  grounds  habitually 
occupied  by  them  ; — and  their  unwillingness  to  treat — on 
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any  basis  of  equivalent  compensation,  •which  I readily 
offered  — for  the  surrender  of  an  additional  set  of  rooms 
and  a courtyard,  absolutely  essential  for  the  putting  uj) 
of  a large  establishment  of  Europeans  and  their  serv’ants, 
with  stables,  store  rooms,  &c. 

This  was  my  first  trial,  and  I had  more  than  once 
well  nigh  given  it  up  in  despair,  and  gone  elsewhere. 
And  this  I had  to  intimate,  finally,  before  I succeeded  in 
obtaining  such  extension  as  I knew  to  be  absolutely 
necessaiy.  Wlien  well  nigh  wearied  out,  enough  was  at 
last  obtained,  foot  by  foot,  to  enable  me  to  make  aiTange- 
ments  for  putting  eveiy  one  up  decently, — though  certaiidy 
not  luxuriously.  By  a different  disiwsition  of  sliding 
])anels  (delightful  style  of  architecture,  when,  like  Mr. 
Briggs,  you  have  to  turn  the  parlour  into  the  passages), 
and  with  the  aid  of  carpentei's  to  adjust  them,  and  masons 
to  build  kitchens,  stables,  and  outhouses  in  the  yard,  that 
it  had  cost  so  much  hard  fighting  to  win,  all  in  the  esta- 
blishment were  arranged  for.  The  Japanese  officials  finally 
took  their  leave,  and  we  bade  each  other  good  bye,  both 
[)i’obably  well  satisfied  that  at  least  one  troublesome 
business  was  settled, — and  there  was  no  more  to  be  asked 
or  refused.  I dare  say  the  room  demanded  for  half  a 
dozen  Europeans  was  considered  veiy'  exorbitant,  — our 
modes  of  life  are  so  different ; and  then  the  upholstery ! 
I had  tables,  and  chairs,  and  bedsteads,  and  sofiis  enough 
to  fill  up  entirely  the  first  three  rooms  they  placed  at  my 
di.sposid.  I think  it  is  very  possible  Moriyama  and  his 
superiors,  when  our  backs  were  turned,  may  have  mutually 
exclaimed  ‘ what  fools  these  foreigners  are  that  they  aumot 
live  without  such  a mass  of  four-legged  incumbrance.s, 
which  destroy  the  mats,  and  leave  no  room  either  to  move 
or  to  sleep  in ! ’ And  there  have  been  moments,  in  my 
numerous  translations  from  place  to  place  in  the  East, 
when,  if  I had  heard  such  a comment,  I might  certainly 
have  chimed  in  with  a very  cordial  Amen  ! 

I have  not  yet  forgotten  the  rush  and  turmoil  conse- 
quent on  the  transport  of  two  hundred  cases  into  the  once 
secluded  temple  grounds,  the  contents  of  all  being  wanted 
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at  once  by  half  a dozen  diflerent  proprietors; — ma.stersand 
their  servants  seeking  vainly  to  evoke  some  order  out  of 
such  a chaos  and  embarras  de  ricJmse — English,  French, 
Dutch,  Japanese,  and  Chinese,  a polyglot  of  languages, 
all  adding  their  quota  to  other  elements  of  confusion. 

It  wjis  a very  Malakoff  in  Tozengee  that  day.  Legs  of 
sofiis  were  met  in  despairing  search  of  their  bodies  ; side- 
boards on  their  backs,  waiting  prostrate  for  tlieir  supports ; 
beds  which  could  not  find  their  bedsteads ; chairs,  as  I have 
said,  only  fit  for  Chelsea  Hospiud,  and  with  so  many  broken 
legs  and  damaged  arms  that  future  service  seemed  quite 
out  of  the  question.  Then  came  the  crockery  and  glass 
chaos,  quite  a department  of  its  own, — urged  into  active 
commotion  by  the  conscious  sense,  among  the  living  agents, 
that  some  twenty  people,  before  dark,  would  be  vicious 
for  want  of  food  and  drink,  and  clamorous  for  both.  To 
crown  our  troubles,  the  whole  of  the  cutlery  was  missing. 
Nobody  could  find  the  box  with  the  knives  and  forks ! 
Nor  were  they  discovered  for  three  weeks.  So  carefully 
had  they  been  packed  away,  that  all  trace  of  their  place 
of  concealment  had  been  lost. 

Fortunately  the  most  grievous  times  come  to  an  end ; 
and  when  people  are  utterly  exhausted  and  worn  out  with 
fatigue,  they  ‘ drink  deep  of  all  the  blessedness  of  sleep,’ 
— beds  or  no  beds  — if  not  wholly  supperless. 

But  the  capital  of  the  Tycoon,  though  it  has  been 
ti-aversed,  has  yet  to  be  described,  and  deserves  a cha{)ter 
to  itself.  The  installation  of  a new  Legation  in  an  Eastern 
land  is  a rude  undertaking, — trying  to  the  patience  as 
well  iis  the  strength  of  the  first  pioneers,  and  could  not 
possibly  be  dismissed  with  a cursory  notice.  It  is  not 
often  that  a description  appears  in  print,  and  yet,  like 
most  other  trials  in  this  fife,  it  has  its  ludicrous  side,  and 
we  can  afford  to  look  back  upon  it  with  a smile,  however 
grimly  we  may  have  stood  on  the  battle-field,  with 
packing-cases  for  the  enemy,  and  hungry  assailants  with 
hammer  and  chisel  tearing  out  their  entrails,  preparatory 
to  a final  act  condemning  them  to  an  auto  da  fe,  to  supply 
the  place  of  fuel. 
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1IIE  CAI'ITAL  AND  ITS  ENVIRONS STEliEOSCOl’IC  VIEWS  OE  TOWN 

AND  COrNTKY. 

Before  proceeding  fartlu!!'  in  tliis  narrative  of  a 
long  residence  at  the  Court  of  tlie  Tycoon,  I 
Avoidd  fain  give  something  in  tlie  way  of  description, 
which  should  answer  the  purpose  of  a series  of  ste- 
reoscopic views,  embracing  not  only  the  outward  aspect 
of  the  capiUd  and  surrounding  countrj',  — of  houses  and 
streets,  temples  and  Daimios’  Yamaskas,* — hill  and  bay, 
field  and  hamlet,  such  as  Avoidd  be  presented  to  the 
eye  of  a traveller  in  a few  horn's’  ride ; — but  the  life 
and  varj’ing  aspects  of  the  city  and  its  inhabitmits  — 
according  to  the  hour  of  the  day  or  the  season  of  the 
year.  Only  thus  will  any  casual  reader  be  able  tho- 
roughly to  realise  tlie  scene  in  Avhich  many  of  the 
principal  events  and  incidents  hereafter  to  be  related 
Avere  acted.  Without  such  aid,  it  would  indeed  be 
impossible  for  those  at  a distance  to  enter  into,  and 
undei'stand,  the  strange  life  into  which  the  Diplomatic 
Agents  of  Westei'ii  Powers  were  suddenly  thrown ; con- 
strained to  fight  their  Avay  among  hostile  fiictions,  and 
through  dangers  and  dilliculties  unknown  to  the  Le- 
gations of  Europe.  ‘ Western  diplomacy  and  Ivistern 
policy’  form  a chajiter,  in  the  histon’  of  international 
relations,  which  has  3'et  to  be  written ; and  not  the 
least  curious  or  important  of  the  materials  for  such 
a chapter,  it  Avill  be  seen,  maj'  be  drawn  from  a narrative 

• The  name  of  llu*  of  n Prince  or  Dnimio. 
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of  our  relations  with  Japan  anti  its  long-secludetl  race, 
during  the  first  years  of  our  residence  at  the  capital.  But 
it  would  lose  much  of  its  interest  if  the  reader  could 
form  no  picture  in  his  mind  of  what  the  Japanese  are 
like  ; — how  they  ‘ live,  and  move,  and  have  their  being;’ 
in  a word,  of  the  leading  features  which  characterise 
both  the  people  and  their  country. 

To  traverse  Europe,  and  the  whole  breadth  of  Asia, 
and  find  the  living  embodiment  of  a state  of  society 
which  existed  many  centuries  ago  in  the  West,  but  Inus 
long  passed  utterly  away ; — to  mark  its  reproduction  in 
all  the  details  and  distinctive  characters  (only  with  much 
greater  knowledge  of  the  arts  of  life,  and  a more  ad- 
vanced material  civilisation  in  the  body  of  the  nation), 
is  certtdnly  a novel  condition,  w'ell  calculated  to  give 
additional  piquancy  to  the  details  of  life  in  Japan  in  tliis 
nineteenth  centiny.  It  is  therefore  with  deliberate  fore- 
thought, and  in  order  that  the  reader  may  more  fully 
realise  this  Oriental  phase  of  feudalism,  such  as  our 
ancestors  knew  it  in  the  time  of  the  Plantagenets,  that  I 
w'ould  pray  him  to  keep  the  stereoscopic  tube  to  his  eye, 
and  shut  out  all  preconceived  view's,  and  all  surrounding 
objects,  which  speak  of  a later  ago  and  a different  race. 
We  are  gomg  back  to  the  twelfth  century  in  Europe,  for 
there  alone  shall  we  find  the  counterpart,  in  many  essen- 
tial particulars,  of  ‘ Japan  as  it  is.’ 

Perhaps  a ride  tlirough  the  streets  and  enviions  of 
Yeddo,  at  different  hours  of  the  day  and  seasons  of  the 
year; — noting  how  the  very  streets  and  houses  change  their 
physiognomy  ; — i.s,  after  all,  not  only  the  most  pleasant 
and  least  laborious  mode  of  studying  the  ‘ Civilisation, 
Manners,  and  Customs  of  the  Japanese,  in  their  physical, 
political,  and  social  conditions,’  — but  one  calculated  to 
give  a livelier  and  a truer  conception  of  what  these  political 
and  social  conditions  are,  than  more  systematic  methods, 
to  w'hich  ambitious  compilers  of  old  materials  have  given 
such  exhaustive  title-pages. 

Our  way  lies,  first,  along  the  edge  of  the  bay,  under  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


no  THREE  YEARS  IX  JAI'AN.  Chap.  V. 

bluff  which  skirts  it,  where  the  suburb  of  Sinagawa  merges 
into  the  city,  much  as  Kensington  straggles  into  London. 
Along  the  ill-paved  road  (the  worst  bit  for  fifty  miles  in  a 
comitry  remarkable  for  the  finest  macadamised  roads  in 
the  world)  we  pick  our  way.  The  bay,  stretching  to  the 
right,  is  occasionally  shut  out  by  rows  of  houses  — many 
of  which  are  tea-houses,  and  some  only  mere  arbours  for 
travellei-s  coming  from  afar,  to  sit  and  rest  in,  while  they 
sip  their  tea,  and  enjoy  the  fair  prospect  of  the  rippling 
waters  and  distant  shores  on  the  one  side  ; — or  the  ways 
and  manners  of  the  Capital,  if  they  turn  to  the  great  high 
road.  This  road  fonus,  in  fact,  the  main  street  here.  So,  as 
we  pace  gently  along,  not  to  incommode  the  never-failing 
stream  of  pedestrians,  — of  ‘ Norimons,’  and  ‘ Kangos,’ — 
varied  now  and  then  by  a group  of  Yakonius  on  horse- 
back, or  some  Daimio’s  corUge  of  mixed  horse  and  foot, 
with  spear  and  halberd,  crest  and  pennon,  as  in  oldc-n 
days  in  other  lands  — we  have  time  to  peer  into  the 
shops,  open  in  front,  and  through  the  shops  to  the  small 
back  room,  which  generally  forms  the  whole  interior,  and 
the  region  of  domestic  duties.  The  shops  are  of  all  kinds, 
but  none  in  this  quarter  of  the  town  are  of  very  great 
size  or  importance.  The  common  necessaries  of  life  are 
on  sale  in  many.  There  are  booksellei’s’ ; — shops  of 
bronze  and  copper  ware ; — pawnbrokers’,  and  old 
iron  shops.  Bath  houses,  coopers,  and  basket-makers, 
armourers  and  sword-makers,  with  here  and  there  a stall 
of  ready-made  clothes,  or  a print  shop,  fill  up  the  list. 
Every  hundred  steps,  more  or  less,  we  pass  a ward-gate, 
which  at  night  they  can  close,  if  an  alarm  of  thieves 
is  given  ; or  by  day,  if  any  disturbance  should  arise  : — 
while  a sort  of  decrepit  municipal  guard  is  kept  in  a 
lodge  at  each,  supposed  to  be  re.sponsible  for  the  peace  of 
their  wards,  and  to  be  ever  vigilant ! Some,  as  we  pass, 
rush  out  with  a long  iron  polo,  to  the  top  of  which  rings 
are  attached,  and  make  a distracting  noise  when  the 
lower  end  is  struck  on  the  ground.  This  is  considered 
an  honour,  but  one  to  which  my  hoi-sos  generally  showed 
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such  a decided  objection,  that  the  warders  in  all  my  more 
usual  beats  learned  at  last  to  dispense  with  it  on  ordinaiy 
occasions  : so  now  we  pa.ss  unhonoured  — and  unmo- 
lested ; with  the  farther  advantage  of  seeing  how  a 
Japanese  keeps  vigilant  guard.  There  they  are,  three 
in  number  — two  old  men  and  a boy  — squatted  on  their 
knees,  the  eldest,  half  dozing, — the  other  two  drawing,  by 
long  inhalation,  the  smoke  out  of  their  small  copper- 
headed pipes, — and  dreaming  away  their  existence. 

After  a mile  of  the  Tocado,  our  road  turns  off  into  a 
side  street,  narrower  and  more  crowded.  A Daimio’s 
residence  extends  the  greater  part  of  its  length  on  one 
side,  with  a large  and  imposing-looking  gateway  in  the 
centre,  from  which  stretches  a long  line  of  barred  win- 
dows. Through  these  the  faces  of  men,  women,  and 
children  may  be  seen,  eagerly  or  idly,  as  the  case  may  be, 
looking  at  the  passers-by.  A small,  narrow',  and  very 
muddy  moat,  little  more  than  a gutter,  keeps  all  intrudei>i 
from  too  close  prjdng.  But  these  outbuildings  are  only 
the  quartern  of  the  numerous  retainei's  attached,  as  in 
Europe  in  former  times,  to  eveiy  baron  and  knight,  by  a 
feudal  tenure : — and  constituting  at  once  the  chief  sources 
of  his  expenditure,  and  the  evidence  of  his  rank  or 
power.  In  many  cases,  these  extend  for  a quarter  of  a 
mile  on  each  side  of  the  main  entrance,  and  form  in  effect 
the  best  defence 'for  their  lord’s  apartments,  which  are 
at  the  back  of  the  courtyard  behind  the  gates,  entre 
coiir  etjardin,  as  in  the  Faubourg  St.  Germain,  and  still 
to  be  seen  there  and  elsewhere  in  Europe,  as  relics  of  a 
former  age. 

We  soon  emerge  into  an  open  space  in  front  of  the 
Tycoon’s  Cemetery,  and  through  it  a small  river  runs, 
fringed  with  fresh  green  banks,  and  a row  of  trees.  A 
narrow  strip  next  to  the  water,  marking  its  tortuous 
course,  has  been  taken  possession  of  for  cotters’  cabbage- 
gardens.  Here,  in  the  open  space  above,  forming  a sort 
of  boulevard,  Matsuri,  or  public  fairs,  are  often  held,  and, 
in  their  absence,  story-tellers  collect  a little  audience. 
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A few  noisy  beggars  generally  take  up  their  position  by 
the  wayside,  and,  although  they  receive  gratefully  a 
single  cash  from  tlieir  own  countrymen,  they  never  con- 


A OROrp  OF  ‘JOLLY  BEOOARs’ 


descend  to  ask  a foreigner  for  less  than  a tempo, — equi- 
valent to  a hundred  casli ! Here  a party  of  jugglers 
may  often  lie  seen  too,  collecting  a crowd  from  the 
passers-by.  Blondin  and  the  Wizard  of  the  North  might 
both  find  formidable  rivals  here;  — for  the  Japanese 
performers  not  only  swallow  portentously  long  swords, 
and  poise  themselves  on  InUtles  ; — but  out  of  their 
mouths  come  the  most  unimaginable  things  — flying 
horses,  swarms  of  flies,  ribbons  by  the  mile,  and  paper 
shavings  without  end. 

On  crossing  the  bridge,  Ave  traverse  one  of  the  most 
densely  populated  of  the  commercial  quarters,  through 
which,  indectl,  Ave  can  only  ride  sloAvly,  and  in  single  file, 
amidst  pedestrians  and  porters  Avith  their  loads.  Bullock- 
cars,  Norinions,  and  Kangos  are  all  here,  jostling  each 
other  in  contending  currents.  OA^er  a gentle  hill,  then 
sharp  round  to  tlie  right,  through  a barrier-gate,  Ave 
approach  the  ollicial  quarter,  in  the  centre  of  Avhich, 
Avithin  three  moats  of  regal  dimensions,  the  Tycoon  him- 
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self  resides.  But  we  are  not  yet  near  to  it.  We  jiursue 
oiu"  way  down  some  ratlier  stee[>  steps  — a Daimio’s  resi- 
dence on  one  side,  and  the  wall  and  trees  of  the  Tj'coon’s 
Cemetery,  which  we  are  skirting,  on  the  other.  As  we 
emerge  from  this  defile,  we  pass  through  a long  hne  of 
booths,  where  a sort  of  daily  bazaar  is  held  for  the  sale 
of  gaudily-coloured  prints,  maps  (many  of  them  copies  of 
European  charts),  story-books,  swords,  tobacco  pouches, 
and  pipes,  for  the  humbler  classes ; and  in  the  midst  of 
which  a fortune-teller  may  habitually  be  seen,  seemingly 
finding  plenty  of  credulous  listeners,  and  the  few  cash 
neces.sary  for  his  daily  wants.  Something  very  like  the 
gambling  table  of  our  own  fail’s  may  also  be  seen  in 
the  .same  spot ; but,  judging  by  the  stock-in-trade  and 
the  juvenile  customers,  the  gambling,  I sirspect,  is  only 
for  sweetmeats.  Their  serious  gambling  is  reserved  for 
tea-houses,  and  more  private  haunts,  where  the  law 
may  be  better  defied.  On  festive  occjisions,  a row  of 
dingy  booths  divided  by  curtains  into  small  compart- 
ments is  often  seen,  provided  for  the  lowest  cla.s,s.  The 
Social  Evil  is  here  a legalised  institution,  and  nowhere 
takes  a more  revolting  form. 

In  all  this  there  is  little  new,  perhaps,  except  the  mere 
outer  lineaments  and  costume ; for  human  nature  is 
essentially  the  same  under  all  skies  and  governments. 
And  now  we  have  arrived  at  our  first  halt.  Through  the 
gateway  may  be  seen  the  double  flights  of  steps,  the  one 
leading  up  to  the  top  of  the  hill,  in  perpendicular  and 
unbroken  line ; the  other  curving  less  abniptly  upward. 
And,  although  the  height  is  probably  the  same,  the  un- 
didating  flight  looks  so  much  less  arduous,  that  we  in- 
stinctively turn  to  the  right,  willing  to  believe  in  its  gentler 
promise. 

Many  perlestrians — pilgrims  from  afar,  and  idle  Yeddites 
from  the  neighbouring  thoroughfares — are  passing  up  and 
down.  And  among  all  the  strange  and  novel  sights,  few 
strike  the  stranger  as  more  singular  than  a class  of 
penitents,  or  disgraced  officers,  who  move  about  habitually 
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with  tlieir  heads  buried  in  a sort  of  basket  mask,  completely 
concealing  the  face.  Lonins,  outlaws  and  great  criminals, 
are  said  to  adopt  this  mode  of  ti'avelling  when  wishing  to 
elude  observation.  Whether  their  incognito  is  always 
respected  by  the  police,  I cannot  say.  They  recall  the 
brothel's  of  the  Misericordia,  and  begging  penitents — still 
to  be  seen  in  the  towns  of  Italy — relics  of  mediaaval  times 
— and  it  is  not  a little  singular  to  find  their  counterpart 
here. 


MB>'1)1CAXT  SO'UEBS 


Ofliceis  on  horseback,  wearing  the  badge  either  of  the 
Tycoon  or  their  feudal  chief,  are  |>assing  to  and  fro,  pre- 
ceded by  one  or  more  footmen  or  grooms,  who  alwa3’s  ac- 
company their  miistcre,  and  keep  tlieir  pace,however  rajiid. 
Some  of  them  have  marvellous  powers  of  running,  in  wind 
and  limb.  I had  more  than  one  who  would  run  three  or 
four  leagues  at  a stretch  by  the  side  of  tlie  horse,  and 
without  distress ; — or  used  to  do  so,  before  they  got  too 
fat  and  lazy  in  tlie  foi  eigner’s  service. 

And  thus  we  gain  the  summit  of  Ativuio-yama,  so 
called  from  the  god  Ataiujo,  to  whom  a temple  is  dedicated 
here.  From  no  other  point  can  so  fine  and  commanding 
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a view  of  tlie  Bay  of  Yeddo,  and  tlie  city  waslied  b}"  its 
waves,  be  obtained.  And  the  picture  that  bursts  suddenly 
upon  the  traveller  is  very  striking.  The  hill  fi’onts  to  the 
bay,  but  with  a couple  of  miles  of  valley  intervening,  thickly 
covered  by  streets  and  temples.  To  the  left,  and  in  a 
north-eastern  direction,  another  two  miles  inteiwal  of  plain 
is  in  like  manner  fdled  up  with  a dense  ma.ss  of  houses, 
until  a range  of  hills  is  reached  on  which  the  Tycoon’s 
castle  stands.  The  whole  enceinte  of  the  official  quarter, 
within  a triple  line  of  moats,  is  there — not  only  the 
official  residences  of  his  court,  but  the  yamafikns  of  the 
feudatorj'  Daimios.  This  range  shuts  out  a still  more 
extensive  section  of  the  city,  which  stretches  away  into 
the  country  on  the  other  side,  and  may  be  traced  from 
the  point  where  the  spur  of  the  hill  ends  abriqitly  towards 
the  bay,  winding  round  the  edge  of  the  coast  line,  and 
backAvards  up  the  vallc}%  until  nearly  lost  in  the  distance. 
Behind,  yet  another  large  quarter  of  the  capital  is  hid  from 
view  by  a broken  series  of  hills  and  dales,  amidst  which 
only  here  and  there  a grouji  of  temples  can  be  di.s- 
tingui.shed ; a Daimio’s  residence  and  park,  or  a few  streets 
straggling  in'cgularly  over  the  crests  and  down  into  the 
broken  hollows.  Seaward  the  eye  looks  out  upon  the 
point  which  conceals  Kanagawa  ; — and  across  the  line  of 
batteries  a couple  of  miles  from  .shore, — on  to  the  distant 
line  of  coast  and  mountain,  some  two  or  three  leagues  off, 
which  form  the  boundary  on  the  opposite  side. 

Fair  to  look  on  is  the  capital  of  the  Tycoon,  even  in 
winter,  thus  nestled  in  a broad  valley,  girdled  with 
green  woods  and  crowned  by  undulating  hills,  sloping 
Avith  a gradual  descent  to  the  edge  of  a bay,  into 
Avhich  the  Pacific  seeks  in  vain  to  pour  its  stormy 
waters.  Nature  has  barred  the  entrance,  tAventy  miles 
beloAv,  with  a breakAvater  of  volcanic  islands  and  verdant 
headlands  on  either  side.  And,  to  make  it  more  secure, 
she  has  shoaled  the  Avhole  gulf,  so  that  five  miles  from  the 
city  it  is  difficult  to  find  anchorage  for  a vessel  draAvung  * 
tAventy  feet — the  best  of  all  defences  against  assault  from 

I 2 


Digitized  by  Google 


IIG  THREE  YEARS  IX  JAPAX.  Chap.  V. 

without,  whether  the  elements  or  a hostile  fleet  be  the 
enemy ! Nor  are  these  Eastern  potentates  at  all  ignorant 
of  the  fact ; for  when  a proposal  was  made  some  time  ago 
to  the  King  of  Siam  to  remove  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river  leading  to  Bangkok,  his  Majesty  frankly  replied : 

‘ If  nece.ssary,  I woidd  pay  you  to  keep  it  there  for  the 
defence  of  my  capital  ! ’ The  government  at  Yeddo,  not 
content  Asdth  what  nature  has  done,  are  busily  en- 
gaged in  erecting  another  battery,  to  carrj^  the  chain  of 
fortifications  still  higher  up  the  bay.  They  have  no  idea, 
therefore,  of  being  found  defenceless  ; though,  of  all  cities 
situated  on  the  edge  of  navigable  water,  there  are  few  so 
unattackable  by  a naval  force  as  Yeddo.  The  only  con- 
clusion to  be  drawn  from  such  preparations  for  defence,  is 
not  of  good  augury.  Either  the  Japanese  would  seem  to 
have  looked  forsvard  to  an  attack,  as  a contingency  to 
which  they  had  unavoidably  become  exposed,  from  the 
moment  the  treaties  were  signed  with  Foreign  Powers  — 
whom  it  would  .seem  in  that  case  theyhttle  tnist,  and  like 
still  less  — or  they  had  themselves  some  ulterior  jmlicy 
which  they  knew  would,  .sooner  or  later,  make  a collision 
inevitable.  If  we  are  to  judge  from  the  evident  efforts,  so 
perseveringly  made,  to  prepare  for  effective  resistance,  it 
is  difficult  to  com.e  to  any  other  conclusion.  Not  only 
new  batteries  were  erected  at  Yeddo,  and  the  port  of 
Kanagawa  below,  but  enough  gunpowder  is  habitually  ex- 
pended in  musket  and  artilleiy  practice,  in  the  course  of  a 
few  months,  to  supply  an  amiy  during  a whole  campaign. 

When  I paid  a visit  to  Hakodate  some  months  after  my 
arrival,  where  there  are  extensive  lead  mines,  which  I had 
been  over,  I asked  the  Governor  why  his  government  did 
not  allow  some  of  the  j)roduce  to  be  exported,  suggesting 
that  it  might  be  a .source  of  national  wealth  and  revenue? 
And  the  reply  was  characteristic  in  many  ways.  ‘ We 
have  none  to  sj)are.’  ‘ None  to  spare ! ’ I rejoined  in 
surpri.se,  ‘ what  c.im  you  use  it  for  ? you  neither  employ 
» it  in  building  nor  uten.sils.’  ‘ We  Avant  it  all  for  ball 
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Digitized  by  Google 


Chap.  V. 


STREETS  OF  YEDDO. 


117 


not  very  easily  explained  ; but  they  were  not  sorry,  per- 
haj)s,  to  point  to  such  a use  for  home  consumption. 

It  is  nine  o’clock  in  the  morning.  The  city  is  up  and 
stirring.  The  shops  are  opened,  and  the  streets  are  fiUing 
with  a swarming  population.  The  street  vendor  with  his 
ambulatory  stock,  the  halting  beggar,  officers  on  duty 
with  their  retainers  or  serving-men,  strings  of  coolies  and 
porters,  some  dragging  and  pushing  primitive  carts  laden 
with  goods,  all  help  to  swell  the  tide  of  human  life  ; 


HEHCHAKmSK  IN  THE  STREETS  OF  TKDDO 


shopkeepers  proceeding  with  goods  to  show  some  pur- 
chaser, according  to  the  inverse  custom  of  the  Japanese — 
where  the  shops  go  to  the  customer,  not  the  customer  to 
the  shops.  Our  road  takes  us  through  park  and  garden- 
bordered  streets  and  lanes,  alternating  overundidating  hills, 
high  enough  occasionally  to  give  glimpses  of  the  open 
country  beyond,  with  rice  ground,  black  and  fallow,  in  the 
lower  levels,  during  part  of  winter.  The  growing  wheat, 
of  brightest  green,  carpets  the  uplands  even  in  March, 
however ; the  rape  seed  with  its  golden  flowers  catches 
the  eye,  and  everywhere  unmistakeable  signs  of  skilled 
agricultural  labour  and  wealth  may  be  seen.  In  all 
seasons  of  the  year  verdure  and  beauty  of  no  common 
character  clothe  the  hills,  broken  into  a hundred  winding 
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valc.s  for  many  leagues  around  Yeddo  oru  all  the  laud- 
side  ; for,  unlike  its  population,  the  country  never  lets 
itself  be  seen  naked,  and  scarcely  eti  dc.shabille,  even  when 
stripped  barest  of  its  foliage.  A few  trees  lose  their 
leaves  entirely,  and  stretcli  their  naked  anns  to  a wintry 
sky ; but  in  close  proximity  will  always  be  seen  some  full- 
leafed  evergreens,  ol’ten  noble  trees,  and,  like  the  oak,  of 
several  varieties.  The  ci’j’jJtomeria,  and  a larger  family 
of  conifene  than  anywhere  else  in  the  world,  perhaps,  are 


SHOPKRBI'EIi  001X0  TO  A CrSTOMKR 


here.  The  cypress,  with  its  sombre  foliage,  contrasts  well 
with  the  lighter  hue  and  graceful  branches  of  the  feathery 
bamlxio,  or  the  more  sUitely  palm.  All  arc  there  to  give 
marvellous  beauty  and  variety  to  the  scenery.  A little 
later  in  the  spring  there  is  a lavish  di.splay  of  blossoms, 
which  supply  the  place;  of  leaves  yet  in  the  bud.  A 
variety  of  llowering  shrubs  never  yet  seen  in  Europe 
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fill  the  liotlgQs,  ami  sometimes  scent  the  air,  as  well 
as  please  the  eye ; while  acres  of  orchard  ground  are 
covered  by  pear,  and  peach,  and  plum  blossom.s,  the 
branches  trcllised  horizontally  overhead  for  a hundred 
square  feet  and  more.  The  orange  tree,  with  its  fragrant 
white  blos.som.s,  is  not  wanting  to  grace  tlie  spring  festival, 
while  the  bright  yellow  flower  of  the  melon  covers  the 
poverty  of  the  humblest  thatched  cottngc,  or  tool-hou.«e, 
and  clothes  each  lowly  shed  with  a ifibe  of  beauty.  In 
the  tea-gardens,  scattered  plentifully  round  the  suburbs, 
the  peach  and  the  {ilum  trees  are  cultivated  chiefly  with  a 
view  to  the  beauty  of  the  blossom,  which  attains  the  size 
and  fulness  of  a rose,  and  covers  the  tree  in  rich  profii- 
sion.  It  is  one  of  the  great  delights  of  the  Japanese  at 
Yeddo,  din-ing  all  April,  to  make  picnics  to  these  sub- 
urban gardens  and  temples.  Groups  of  men,  women, 
and  children,  by  families,  may  be  seen  trooping  along  the 
shady  roads,  on  their  way  to  enjoy  the  beauty  of  the 
opening  spring ; the  rich  in  Norimons,  the  middle  and 
lower  classes  on  foot.  It  is  sad  enough  that  this  Arcadian 
scene  is  so  often  marred  by  intemperance.  Not  con- 
tent with  inhaling  the  freshness  of  the  opening  flowers, 
the  men  drink  deep  of  mki ; nor  is  this  practice 
altogether  confined,  as  one  would  fain  have  hopeil,  to 
the  rougher  sex.  The  latter  make  the  streets  unsafe  on 
their  return, — e.specially  to  dogs  and  foreigners.  They 
may  be  met  in  bands  of  two  or  three,  with  flushed 
faces,  and,  now  and  then,  some  of  the  lower  cla.ss  lie 
stretched  acro.ss  the  road,  too  drunk  to  go  any  farther. 
In  the  vice  of  intemperance  the  Japanese  have  nothing 
to  learn  from  foreigners ; that,  at  least,  cannot  be  laid  to 
our  charge.  They  are  as  much  given  to  drunkenness  as 
any  of  the  northern  races  of  Europe,  as  quarrelsome  as 
the  worst, — and  far  more  dangerous  in  their  cups. 

These  are  drawbacks  to  the  beauty  of  the  landscape 
and  the  country  lanes  ; but  it  must  also  bo  admitted,  in 
candour,  that  the  same  evils  exist  in  Christian  lands  — 
only,  fortunately,  our  drunkards  do  not  cany  two  sharp 
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swords  in  their  belt,  or  feel  it  a point  of  honour  to  flesh 
them,  if  any  convenient  opportunity  can  be  found.  In 
other  respects,  botli  country  roads  and  streets  in  the  city 
of  Yeddo  ivill  bear  advantageous  comparison  with  the 
best  kept  of  either  in  tlie  West.  No  squalid  misery  or 
accumulations  of  filtli  encumber  the  well-cared-for  streets, 
if  a beggar  here  and  there  be  excepted  — a strange  but 
pleasant  contrast  with  every  other  Asiatic  land  I have 
visited,  and  not  a few  European  cities.  The  occasional 
passage  of  a train  of  porters  carrying  open  pails  of  liquid  • 


HORSE  CARRTIKO  LIQUID  MANURE 


manure  from  the  town  to  the  fields,  or  a string  of  horses 
laden  with  the  same  precious  but  ‘perilous  stuff ’ may, 
indeed,  be  objected  to.  I3ut  the  conical  tubs  on  the 
horses  are  carefully  covered  over,  and  form,  indeed,  a 
great  imjirovement  on  the  open  pails.  To  the  unsuspecting 
traveller  the  tuni-out  is  ratlier  picturesque,  as  may  be  seen 
by  the  sketch.  These  are  not  only  the  worst  assaults 
made  either  on  the  olfactory  or  the  visual  organs,  but 
the  sole  assailants  — when  once  the  eye  is  accustomed  to 
the  summer  costume  of  the  lower  orders,  which  with  the 
men  is  limited  to  a narrow  loin  cloth,  and  tlie  women  a 
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petticoat,  sadly  ‘ scrimped  ’ in  tlie  breadths.  As  I have 
already  referred  to  this  ungainly  fashion,  and  would  not 
willingly  be  supposed  capable  of  ‘setting  down  aught  in 
mahce,’  or  otherwise  exaggerating  a defect,  pictures  will 
be  found  in  these  pages,  dra\vn  by  the  Japanese  themselves ; 
and  I think  it  will  be  confessed  that  their  o^vn  artists 
show  severer  outlines  than  any  pencil  of  mine. 

In  the  valley  between  the  range  of  hills  and  the  bay, 
leagues  of  continuous  streets  may  be  traversed,  filled  with 
busy,  but  not  over-worked,  and  seemingly  a very  con- 
tented and  good-humoured  people.  Children  and  dogs 
abound  everywhere.  Until  the  former  can  walk,  they  are 
generally  secured  to  the  back  of  the  mother,  so  that. 


HOW  HOTUBRS  DISPOSE  OP  TUBIB  IKFAHT8 

while  these  pursue  their  daily  occupations,  their  arms  are 
left  free.  Unfortunately  (so  it  seems  to  the  looker-on)  the 
poor  babe’s  head  is  left  equally  free,  the  body  only  being 
supported  by  the  sort  of  pocket  in  which  the  body  is  de- 
posited ; and  consequently,  with  every  movement  of  the 
parental  trunk,  it  rolls  from  side  to  side,  swaying  to  and 
fro,  as  if  a dislocation  of  the  neck  must  inevitably  be  the 
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result.  Vain  fear!  The  mothers  know  better.  Children 
have  been  nursed  through  twenty  generations  in  precisely 
the  same  way.  The  babies  themselves  may  possibly,  by 
use,  grow  to  like  it — and  certainly  they  rarely  cry,  or  give 
other  token  of  dislike.  What  will  not  use  reconcile  us  to 
in  this  life  ? But  the  mothers  are  not  the  sole  guardians 
of  the  iniiint  progeny.  It  is  a verj"^  common  siglit,  in  the 
streets  and  shops  of  Yeddo,  to  see  a little  nude  Cupid  in 
the  arms  of  a stalwart-looking  father,  nearly  as  naked,  who 
walks  about  with  his  small  burthen,  evidently  handling  it 
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with  all  the  gentleness  and  dexterity  of  a practised  hand. 
It  does  not  seem  there  is  any  need  of  a foundling  hospital, 
nor  has  any  intelligence  reached  me  of  infanticide — 
save  in  exceptional  cases — though  so  common  in  China, 
especially  in  the  case  of  female  children.  Abortion  in 
the  unmarried  Is  said,  upon  good  authority,  to  be  not 
unfrequent,  and  there  are  female  professors  of  the  art. 

It  is  impossible  to  ride  through  the  streets  of  Yeddo 
without  noticing  one  of  the  most  striking  and  constant 
features  of  the  city,  no  matter  what  the  sea.son  of  the 
year  — large  gaps  where  charred  timbers  and  rubbish 
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mark  the  scene  of  a recent  fire ; and  often,  standing  alone 
in  the  midst  of  smouldering  heaps  and  blackened  walls, 
are  single  houses,  unscathed  and  erect.  These  are  fire- 
proof houses,  built  of  mud  chiefly,  from  one  to  two  feet 
thick,  and  with  windows  faced  with  iron,  closing  all 
access  to  the  interior  hennetically.  They  certainly  seem 
to  answer  their  purjiose  perfectly,  though  simple  enough, 
and  not  of  any  very  expensive  material,  although  there 
is  often  a sort  of  coquetiy  about  them,  in  the  shape  of 
lacquered  shutters  and  dwrs,  as  if  promptetl  by  the  over- 
flowing  of  a grateful  heart  for  the  security  they  give  in 
a city  where  fires  are  daily  incidents.  So  natural  does  it 
seem,  to  lavish  decoration  and  cxistly  things  on  that  which 
wins  a place  in  the  aflections,  whether  the  object  of 
the  love  be  divine,  or  ‘ of  the  earth,  earthy.’  There  are 
no  fire  insurance  offices  in  Japan  any  more  than  in  China, 
and  but  very  imperfect  means  of  extinguishing  a con- 
flagration when  it  takes  place.  Water  is  scarce ; the 
houses  are  all  built  of  wood  and  lath,  with  a mere 
coating  of  mud  ; — nothing  is  more  common,  therefore, 
than  to  see  whole  streets  levelled  by  their  terrible  enemy 
in  a single  night.  There  are  fire-beUs  and  stations  at  short 
distances,  and  an  elaborate  and  apparently  well-organised 
•system  of  fire  brigades,  which  are  formed  of  a lai'ge 
number  of  the  able-bodied  in  every  ward.  But  without 
a plentiful  supply  of  water  and  good  engines,  mere  labour 
can  do  little.  The  bells  have  distinct  modes  of  commu- 
nicating information  to  a great  distance,  not  only  of  the 
breaking  out  of  a fire,  but  the  exact  quarter  in  which  it 
is  situated,  and  where  assistance  is  to  be  directed.  As  to 
fire  insurance,  I once  had  some  conversation  with  the 
Ministers  on  the  .subject,  in  which  they  seemed  to  take 
great  interest;  but  they  were  especially  struck  by  the 
idea  of  a.ssuranccs  on  life.  I think  their  fii'st  idea  was 
that,  by  some  cunning  financial  operation,  a life  could  be 
indefinitely  prolonged  or  even  brought  back,  — as  they 
have  ‘long  life  pills  in  gold  ’ eveiywhere  advertised,  and 
sup[)osed  to  posse.ss  some  power  of  securing  longevity. 
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As  to  the  Insurance,  I am  not  quite  sure  they  are  so  far 
wrong,  in  fancying  there  may  be  some  occult  connection 
between  a hfe  annuity  and  longevity.  The  Eegistrar- 
General’s  returns  of  the  duration  of  hfe  in  annuitants, 
compared  witli  other  classes,  would  seem  to  prove 
it.  But  as  regards  insurance  against  fire,  that  from 
the  first  seemed  to  them  to  be  the  most  hopeless  of 
things ! Here,  as  in  China,  in  addition  to  tlie  incorrigible 
carelessness  of  the  natives  hving  in  most  combustible 
houses,  there  is  a considerable  prevalence  of  incendiarism 
— without  such  additional  premium  as  insurance  might 
offer,  where  there  is  no  very  general  trust  in  each  other’s 
lionesty.  Indeed,  in  England,  grave  doubts  have  been 
expressed  by  those  best  mformed,  ‘ whether  the  practice  of 
insurance,  wliich  has  done  so  much  to  mitigate  the  riihi 
brought  by  fire,  may  not  have  exercised  some  baneful 
influence  by  increasing  the  motives  for  arson ! ’ So  hard 
is  it  to  devise  any  good  that  shall  not  give  rise  to  an 
attendant  evil.  Be  tliis  as  it  may,  the  Japanese  look  for 
no  aid  in  tliis  direction ; and  take  the  burning  down  of  a 
whole  quarter  periodically,  much  as  they  do  the  advent 
of  an  earthquake  or  a tjqihoon — calamities  beyond  the 
])ower  or  wisdom  of  man  to  avert.  They  build  their 
liouses  accordingly  with  the  least  possible  expense,  as 
foredoomed  sooner  or  later  to  be  food  for  the  flames,  and 
Avhen  the  evil  comes,  lose  no  time  in  vain  lamentations. 
They  calculate  that  the  whole  of  this  vast  city  is  con- 
sumed in  successive  portions,  to  be  rebuilt  in  every  seven 
years ! It  is  certainly  very  rare  that  a night  passes  with- 
out the  fire-beU  of  the  quarter  ringing  a feaiful  alarm, 
and  rousing  all  the  neighbourhood  ; and  often  dm-ing  my 
long  residence  I have  heard  them  in  different  quarters, 
and  seen  the  sky  lurid  in  two  or  tliree  directions  at  once. 

A g(X)d-humoured  and  contented,  as  well  as  a happy 
race,  tlie  Japanese  seem,  whatever  may  be  tlieir  imperfec- 
tions,— with  the  one  important  exception  of  the  raihtai’y, 
feudal,  and  official  caste — classefi  I might  say,  but  they 
arc  not  easily  separable  : indeed,  it  seems  doubtful  whether 
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there  be  a chnl  class,  since  all  of  a certain  rank  are 
armed  with  two  formidable  weapons  projecting  from 
their  belt ; swords,  like  everj^thing  else  in  Japan, — to  onr 
worse  confusion, — being  double,  without  much  or  any 
obvious  distinction  between  military  and  civil — between 
Tycoon’s,  officers’,  and  Daimios’  retainers.  These  are  the 
classes  which  furnish  suitable  types  of  that  extinct  species 
of  the  race  in  Europe,  still  remembered  as  ‘ Swash- 
bucklers,'— swaggering,  blustering  bullies ; many  cowardly 
enough  to  strike  an  enemy  in  the  back,  or  cut  down  an 
unarmed  and  inoffensive  man ; — but  also  suppl)dng  numbers 
ever  ready  to  fling  their  own  lives  away  in  accomplishing 


TTPB  OF  TUB  ‘ DANOEBOCS  ’ CLASSES  — {From  (t  Japanese  uxm/cut.) 

a revenge,  or  carrying  out  the  behests  of  their  Chief. 
They  are  all  entitled  to  the  privilege  of  two  swords,  rank 
and  file,  and  are  saluted  by  the  unprivileged  (professional, 
mercantile,  and  agricultural)  as  Saina,  or  lord.  With  a 
rolling  straddle  in  his  gait,  reminding  one  of  Mr.  King- 
lake’s  graphic  description  of  the  Janissary,  and  due  to  the 
same  cause,  — the  heavy  projecting  blades  at  his  waist, 
and  the  swaddling-clothes  round  his  body,  — the  Japanese 
Samourai  or  Yaconin  moves  on  in  a very  ungaiidy 
hishion,  the  hUts  of  his  two  swords  at  least  a foot  in 
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advance  of  liis  person,  veiy  handy,  to  all  appearance,  for 
an  enemy’s  grasp.  One  is  a heavy  two-handed  weapon, 
jiointed  and  sharp  as  a razor ; the  other  short,  like  a 
lionian  sword,  and  religiously  kept  in  the  same  sendceable 
state.  In  the  use  of  tliese  he  is  no  mean  adept.  He 
seldom  requires  a second  thrust  with  the  shorter  weapon, 
but  strikes  home  at  a single  thrust,  as  was  fatally  proved 
at  a later  period  ; while  with  the  longer  weapon  he  severs 
a limb  at  a blow.  Such  a fellow  is  a man  to  whom  aU 
peace-loving  subjects  and  prudent  people  habitually  give 
as  wide  a berth  as  they  can ! Often  drunk,  and  always 
insolent,  he  is  to  be  met  with  in  the  quarters  of  the 
town  where  the  tea-houses  most  abound ; or  returning 
about  dusk,  from  his  day’s  debauch,  with  a red  and 
bloated'  face,  and  not  over  steady  on  his  legs,  the  terror  of 
all  tlie  unanned  popidation  and  street-dogs.  Happy  for 
the  former,  when  he  is  content  with  trying  tlie  edge  of 
a new  sword  on  the  quadrupeds ; and  many  a poor 
crippled  animal  is  to  be  seen  Limping  about  .slaslied  over 
the  back,  or  with  more  hideous  evidences  of  brutality. 
But  at  other  times  it  is  some  coolie  or  inofTensive  shop- 
keeper, who,  coming  unadvisedly  between  ‘the  wind  and 
his  nobility,’  is  just  as  mercilessly  cut  down  at  a blow. 
This  does  not  quite  accord  with  Koempfer’s  or  Thunberg’s 
account  of  tlie  perfect  order  and  respect  for  the  law 
maintained  throughout  Japan  ; nor  with  the  first  impres- 
sions of  later  writers  as  to  the  universal  respect  for  the 
canine  race  ; but  a long  residence  in  the  Capital  revealed 
many  things  .still  more  opposed  to  the  generally  received 
accounts.  And  that  I may  not  be  supjiosed  to  overcolour 
this  part  of  the  picture  drawn  from  life,  the  following 
extract  from  the  Blue  Book,  taken  from  an  official  letter 
addressed  to  the  Japanese  Ministers  of  Foreign  Affairs 
not  long  after  my  arrival,  ma)'  .show : — 

‘ I was  returning  on  horseback  at  a quiet  pace  from  the 
American  Legation,  about  five  o’clock,  merely  followed 
by  a groom  on  foot  to  take  care  of  my  horse,  and  a 
servant  on  horseback. 
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‘ I met  in  tlie  “ tokaido  ” many  officers,  some  in  groups 
and  otliers  alone,  armed  with  their  two  swords  (about  as 
dangerous  and  deadly  weajions  as  men  can  well  possess), 
and  evidently  intoxicated.  They  were  drunk  in  various 
degrees,  but  all — the  best  of  them — were  in  a state 
utterly  unlit  to  be  at  large  in  a great  thoroughfare,  or 
trusted  with  weapons  by  which  they  might  in  an  instant 
inllict  fatal  wounds  or  grievous  injuiy.  In  such  circum- 
stances I have  frequently  observed  before  that  they  are 
not  only  insolent,  and  as  a general  rule  offensive  in  their 
gestures  and  speech  when  they  meet  foreigners,  but  are 
very  prone  to  put  themselves  directly  in  the  path,  and 
either  dispute  the  passage  with  an  air  of  menace,  or 
sometimes  even  attempt  to  strike  either  hoi'se  or  rider. 
Several  of  these  disorderly  persons  I had  pa.ssed,  and  as 
a dispute  with  a drunken  man  is  always  to  be  avoided  by 
one  in  his  sober  senses,  I took  no  heed  of  their  demon- 
stmtions  of  ill-will,  and  left  the  [)a.ssage  free ; but  when 
within  fifty  yards  of  my  own  door,  having  just  overtaken 
Mr.  Heusken,*  one  more  intoxicated  or  more  insolent 
than  the  rest,  not  content  with  standing  in  our  path, 
jnished  against  both  horse  and  rider,  and  was  thrust  aside 
by  one  of  the  grooms  who  came  up  ; upon  which  li6 
instantly  put  his  hand  to  his  sword,  and  fearing  a defence- 
less servant  might  be  cut  down  by  this  drunken  bravo,  I 
wheeled  my  horse  round,  to  protect  him,  if  necessarj%  by 
interposing  myself.  But  I was  unarmed,  with  only  a 
riding-whip  in  my  hand,  and,  undoubtedly,  as  I should 
not  have  stood  quietly  by,  and  seen  a servant  murdered 
who  had  only  done  his  duty  in  my  defence,  it  is  doubtful 
what  might  have  been  the  issue  ; but  another  servant 
who  was  on  horseback  had  a revolver,  and  hearing  the 
officer  vow  immediate  vengeance,  presented  it,  declaring 
he  would  shoot  him  if  he  drew  his  sword.  But  for  this 
both  the  groom  and  myself  might  very  probably  have 

• Tlie  Secretary  of  tlie  American  Ix'pition,  who  met  hia  death  some 
eifthteen  months  later  at  the  himds  of  some  such  riilEans,  who  cut  him 
down  in  the  street,  while  hU  Japanese  guard  iwu  away. 
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been  wounded,  if  not  murdered,  by  this  rufTmn,  maddened 
with  drink,  and  armed  to  tlie  teetli. 

‘ Do  your  Excellencies  mean  to  tell  me  that  nothing  cjin 
be  done,  in  this  capital  of  Japan,  to  prevent  men  of  the 
rank  of  officers  going  about  the  streets  furiously  drunk, 
with  two  deadly  weapons  at  their  side  ? Is  there  no  law 
against  persons  who  thus  go  about,  to  the  disgrace  of 
their  rank,  and  to  the  manifest  danger  of  every  peaceful 
inhabitant  — no  punishment  or  penalty  that  can  be 
inflicted  to  deter  them  from  such  conduct  ? ’ 

But  for  this  class  of  military  retainers  and  Tycoon’s 
officials,  high  and  Ioav,  both  of  which  swarm  in  Yeddo, 
it  seems  it  might  be  one  of  the  pleasantest  places  of  resi- 
dence in  the  far  East.  The  chmate  is  superior  to  that  of 
any  other  country  cast  of  the  Cape.  The  capital  itself, 
(hough  spreading  over  a circuit  of  some  twenty  miles,  with 
idbably  a couple  of  millions  of  inhabitants,  can  boast 
w hat  no  capital  in  Europe  can  — the  most  chanuing  rides, 
beginning  even  in  its  centre,  and  extending  in  eveiy  direc- 
tion oyer  w'ooded  hills,  through  smiling  valleys  and  shady 
lanes,  fringed  with  evergreens  and  magnificent  timber. 
Even  in  the  city,  especially  along  the  rsjmparts  of  the 
official  quarter,  and  in  many  roads  and  avenues  leading 
thence  to  the  country,  broad  green  slopes,  and  temple 
gardens,  or  well-timbered  parks  gladden  the  eye,  as  it  is 
nowhere  else  gladdened  within  the  circle  of  a city.  No 
sooner  is  a suburb  gained,  in  any  direction,  than  hedge- 
rows api)ear  which  only  England  can  rival,  either  for 
beauty  or  neatne.^s  ; while  over  all  an  Eastern  sun,  through 
the  greater  part  of  the  year,  throws  a flood  of  light 
from  an  unclouded  sky, — making  the  deep  shadoAvof  the 
over-arching  trees  doubly  grateful  with  its  cver-varj'ing 
pictures  of  tracery,  both  above  and  below.  Such  is 
Yeddo,  and  its  environs,  in  the  long  summer  time,  and 
far  into  a late  autumn.  Even  through  the  early  winter 
months,  until  about  the  middle  of  FebruaTy,  this  descrip- 
tion holds  good.  Then  the  weather  breaks  with  rain  and 
snow,  and  easterly  Avinds  swelling  into  gales  of.  two  or 
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three  (lays’  duration  succeed, — full  of  danger  to  ships  on 
tlie  rock-bound  coast  and  stormy  seas. 

Yeddo  must  have  been  looking  its  best  and  g.ayest 
wlicn  its  temple  and  castle-crowned  hills  first  greeted  the 
eyes  of  Lord  Elgin  and  his  suite.  And  so  those  who 
accompanied  him  have  painted  it  for  us  in  its  gala  dress, 
all  nature  contributing  to  make  it  bright  The  minis- 
ters of  the  dead  Tycoon  (for  dead  he  was  while  the 
treaty  was  being  negotiated),  too  happy  to  terminate 
a negotiation  which  could  alone  rid  them  of  their  self- 
invited  and  most  unwelcome  guests,  who  had  arrived  in 
the  midst  of  a palace  revolution,  ‘ smiled  and  smiled  ’ and 
- ‘ made  things  pleasant  ’ as  they  best  could.  But  it  may 
well  have  been  doubted,  even  then,  whether  any  treaty 
with  Japan  could  possilily  be  devised,  to  establish  a 
foreign  trade  and  diplomatic  relations, — that  would  not 
be  utterly  distasteful  to  the  Biding  claases. 

I have  given  a glimpse  of  Yeddo  as  it  may  be  seen  on 
a bright  summer  day ; but  it  is  not  all  sunshine  in  the 
capital  of  the  Tycoon.  Tempests  from  above,  and  vol- 
canic throes  from  below,  from  time  to  time  give  it  a very 
different  aspect.  From  political  storms  and  convulsions 
it  would  appear  they  have  been  more  happily  exempt, 
for  the  last  two  centuries,  than  any  other  capital  in 
modern  times  ; until  events,  soon  to  be  described,  awoke 
the  Yeddo  citizens  from  their  dream  of  chartered  security, 
and  inspired  some  anxious  doubts  as  to  what  might  follow, 
of  change  or  revolution, — despite  the  most  perfect  and  best 
warranted  of  State  machines ! There  if  a winter  also  in 
Japan,  though  less  .severe  in  the  capital  than  in  the  north, 
and  opposite  coast  of  China  — still  a very  unmistakeablo 
winter,  with  ice  and  snow;  while  at  Hakodate,  in  the 
northenimo.st  island  of  the  group,  it  is  almost  Siberian, 
with  long-continued  and  heavy  falls  of  snow,  the  thermo- 
meter standing  many  degrees  below  zero.  The  country 
at  Yeddo  seldom,  indc(*d,  as  I have  said,  puts  on  a winter 
garb.  It  is  in  the  streets  the  principal  change  occui-s ; 
for  as  nature  throws  off  her  mantle,  her  children  put  on 
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theirs ; and  the  Japanese  lieap  wadded  gown  on  gown, 
until  they  get  tlie  required  w’armth  — with  a notable  in- 
crease of  bulk.  A chafing-dish  with  a handful  of  char- 
coal, let  into  the  floor  (like  the  Spanish  brasero),  being  the 
oidy  fire  they  ase  in  their  houses  for  puqioses  of  warmth, 
they  naturally  resort  to  clothing.  The  men  in  the  streets 
seem,  above  all,  careful  of  the  ends  of  their  noses,  and  on  a 
cold  day  two-thirds  of  the  population  are  to  be  seen  wdth 
all  the  lownr  part  of  their  faces  concealed  by  the  folds  of  a 
blue  cotton  mufller  tied  round  the  head,  from  under  wdiich 


Tin?  SAMOl'RAI 


nothing  but  a pair  of  eyes  can  be  recognised.  And  when 
the  wearer  carries  a couple  of  deadly  weapons  at  his 
waist,  and  advances  with  a menacing  gait,  it  is  diflicult 
to  conceive  a more  assa.ssin-like  figuie,  immediately  sug- 
gesting a masked  bravo,  Avhom  it  would  be  unpleasant  to 
meet  in  a lone  place  on  a dark  night.  And,  in  effect, 
murders  and  higlnvay  robberies  appear  to  be  frequent. 
With  the  fronts  of  the  housses  and  shops  less  open  to 
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the  street  than  when  the  sun  sheds  light  and  heat  into 
their  farthest  cornel’s,  and  such  sinister-hxiking  figures 
everj’whcre  meeting  the  eye, — the  whole  city  puts  on 
.something  of  the  aspect  of  a beleaguered  town,  peopled 
only  by  soldiers  or  armed  men  bent  on  desperate  work. 
If  this  be  the  impression  conveyed  by  the  narrow  streets 
and  crowded  thoroughfares  of  the  commercial  quartei's,  it 
is  still  farther  suggested  on  emerging  from  these  into  the 
Daimios’  quarter,  circling  between  broad  moats  round  the 
Tycoon’s  castle.  Hero  are  fine  open  spaces,  great  cause- 
ways or  glacis,  not  less  than  fifty  feet  in  width,  lined  on 
one  side  with  the  outer  buildings  and  great  massive-look- 
ing gateways  of  the  Daimios’  residences,  and  those  of  the 
high  officers  in  the  employment  of  the  government ; and 
on  the  other  by  the  large  deep  moats,  fed  by  tributary 
rivers,  in  which,  at  this  .season  of  the  year,  thousands  of 
wild  fowl  live  undisturbed.  It  being  death  to  molest 
or  shoot  them,  they  are  .so  secure  that  it  is  almost  im- 
possible to  get  them  up  ; — but  if  for  a moment  they  are 
startled,  they  rise  like  a dark  cloud  from  the  water,  in 
immense  numbers.  In  the  more  shallow  part«,  the  sacred 
ibis  of  Egjqit  solemnly  picks  his  way  and  his  food,  enjoy- 
ing, as  an  emblem  of  happiness  and  longevity  with  the 
Japanese,  quite  as  much  sanctity  as  in  the  land  of  the 
Pharaohs.  With  the  agriculturists  the  whole  race  of 
storks,  cranes,  and  paddy  birds,  of  which  there  are  great 
numbers,  are  in  much  favour  (partly,  no  doubt,  for  their 
useful  qualities) ; and  they  may  often  be  seen  in  twos 
and  threes  follo’vving  the  plough,  with  the  greatest 
gravity,  close  at  the  heels  of  the  peasant,  picking  the 
wonns  out  of  the  fresh  upturned  earth,  and  making 
their  morning  meal,  equally  to  his  advantage  and  their 
o\vn. 

The  moats,  like  the  causeways  which  serve  as  glacis, 
are  wide,  with  sloping  banks  de.scending  to  the  water’s 
edge,-  some  fifty  feet  or  more  from  the  level  of  the  road. 
These  are  in  some  places  massive  walls,  and  in  others 
faced  with  turf ; always  beautifully  kept  — smooth  as 

K 2 


Digitized  by  Google 


132 


THREE  TEARS  IX  JAPAN. 


Chap.  V. 


any  gentleman’s  lawn  in  England,  and  always  green,  sur- 
mounted at  the  top  by  a rampart  wall.  Where  walls  and 
bastions  of  stone  exist,  these  are  composed  of  blocks  of 
granite,  consisting  of  polygons  laid  on  each  other  in 
irregular  lines  without  mortar,  the  better  to  meet  the 
shcKks  of  continual  earthquakes,  by  allowing  a certain 
latitude  of  motion  without  fracture  or  serious  displace- 
ment. From  many  of  these  steep  green  banks,  fine 
cypresses  and  cedars  rise  up  perpendicularly,  nearly  to 
the  level  of  the  parapets,  or  overhang  the  water  below  ; 
an  innovation  perhaps  on  our  ideas  of  defensive  works, 
detrimental  to  their  security,  but  singularly  conducive  to 
their  beauty.  Strong,  and  almost  imi)regnable  as  these 
triple  lines  of  bastion,  rampart,  and  moat  appear  on  the 
first  aspect,  they  have  evidently  been  constructed  in  igno- 
rance of  some  of  the  fii’st  principles  of  the  engineer’s  art, 
as  regards  military  defence  against  artilleiy.  But  curious 
to  say,  although  so  evidently  built  at  a vast  expense  for 
defence,  not  a single  piece  of  ordnance  is  anywhere  to  be 
seen  within  the  official  quarter.  Each  moat  is  crossed  at 
three  or  four  points  in  the  circle,  by  solidly  constinicted 
timber  bridges, — flanked  by  high  massive  gateways  and 
bastions,  built  with  C5''clopean  blocks  of  granite.  The 
gates  are  strong,  co[)per  sheathed,  and  iron  clamped ; — 
but  nothing  in  the  shape  of  a drawbridge  exists. 

As  the  whole  of  this  quarter  of  the  city  occupies  the 
crown  of  a range  of  hills  projecting  across  the  valley,  and 
dividing  it  in  two,  covering  an  area  of  several  miles  in 
circumference,  it  oflers  many  commanding  sites  and  some 
wide  sweeps  of  landscape  worthy  of  the  pencil  of  a 
Roberts  or  a Staiifield,  if  Japan  could  boast  such 
tiilented  sons.  The  broad  causeway  in  curving  lines, — 
bounded  on  one  side  by  the  moat,  with  green  banks 
shelving  steeply  down  from  the  ujiper  level — and  on  the 
other  by  Daimios’  re.sidences — Yamaskas  with  their  gate- 
ways of  quaint  and  elaborate  architecture  — form  the 
natural  foreground.  To  fill  up  the  picture,  giving  life  and 
movement  to  the  scene,  groups  of  horsemen  with  pedes- 
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trians  intermingled  are  never  wanting.  Sometimes  an 
imposing  cortc'*ge  will  be  seen  emerging  from  a gateway, 
with  standards  and  state  umbrellas  — norimons  and  led 
horses  — easily  recogni-sed  as  the  escort  of  a Daimio, 
proceeding  to  the  palace,  to  pay  his  obligatory  visit  to 
the  Tycoon ; — or  some  more  modest  train,  forming  the 
suite  of  an  officer  attached  either  to  the  Tycoon  or  a 
great  feudatory  prince — in  his  costume  of  ceremony,  called 
Kanmima,  with  its  projecting  wings  of  gauze — is  proceed- 
ing to  his  destination,  — gravely  and  solemnly,  as  is  the 
wont  of  his  order.  He  is  perched  on  the  top  of  a break- 
neck saddle;  his  bridle  of  silken  folds  is  held  one  in 
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each  hand,  and  wide  apart  — by  it,  indeed,  he  seems  to 
hold  on, — sawing  at  a small  snaffle,  to  the  destruction 
of  his  horse’s  mouth.  A groom  walks  at  his  stirrup  on 
each  side — to  defend  him  if  attacked,  or  as.sist  him  to 
keep  his  seat,  if  he  should  be  in  danger  of  falling, — 
while  two  more  lead  the  impetuous  animal ! More  rarely 
some  official  sent  on  urgent  business  presses  his  steed 
into  a sort  of  shambling  gallop — to  the  peril  of  both 
man  and  beast,  to  all  appearance  — both  being  equally 
unaccustomed  to  such  a pace.  It  is  tmlfjar  and  loir  to 
ride  fast  in  Japan  ; consequently  a furious  pace  in  a 
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Japanese  means  either  dnmkenness  or  mischief,  gene- 
rally both  — or  unquestionable  urgency  on  the  Tycoon’s 
business.  Farther  on,  scattered  here  and  there  as  if 
designed  to  fill  up  the  pictui'e,  are  divers  groups  of 
Yedihtes  — citizen  and  peasant  — with  a certain  pro- 
portion of  valetaille  and  feudal  retainers  of  all  ranks. 
These  give  interest  to  a foreground  of  grand  propor- 
tions and  bold  outline;  while  beyond,  and  on  a much 
lower  level,  glimpses  of  the  city  appear,  stretching 
away  to  the  blue  watei-s  of  the  bay,  covered  with  fan- 
tastically rigged  boats  and  junks.  No  capital  in  Eitrope 
jiresents  so  many  striking  features  of  a tjqie  altogether 
pecidiar ; nor  upon  the  whole  can  any  boast  of  so  much 
beauty  in  the  site  and  surrounding  country,  and  this 
for  leagues  in  every  direction.  And  probably  no  other 
capital  would  prove  so  difficidt  to  occupy  by  an  enemy, 
unless  his  army  rivalled  the  invading  force  of  Xeraes  in 
number.  The  official  quarter  alone,  Avith  the  Tycoon’s 
aistle  in  the  centre,  which  is  the  key  of  the  whole  posi- 
tion, could  not  be  occupied  with  safety,  or  be  defended, 
except  by  a veiy  large  force,  so  wide  is  the  area  it  covere. 
But  no  Euroj)eau  general  would  think  of  occupying  so 
vast  a city.  One  or  two  strong  positions  might  be  seized, 
from  which  the  greater  part  coidd  be  commanded  or  de- 
stroyed without  difficulty,  although  the  whole  could  not 
be  held,  ■with  a hostile  popidation.  Probably  the  Japanese 
may  themselves  have  come  to  this  conclusion  also ; and 
thus  thought  they  might  dispense  with  armed  batteries 
round  their  ramparts.  This  capitol  of  the  Tycoon’s  me- 
tropolitan city  (for  Yeddo  is  not,  properly  speaking,  the 
capital  of  Japan,  but  Miako,  Avhich  is  the  residence  of  the 
Mikado,  the  hereditiiry  and  only  recognised  titular  sove- 
reign), in  Avhich  large  bodies  of  armed  retainers  and 
Tycoon’s  officers  have  tlieir  quarters,  seems  indeed  rather 
for  a show  of  strength  and  poAver,  than  for  actual  defence 
— except,  perhaps,  in  case  of  civil  feuds  and  insurrection. 
I'lieir  hisU)ry  seems  to  say  these  have  never  broken  out 
.since  the  civil  Avars,  Avhich  folloAved  for  the  succession  to 
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the  ‘ Tycoonat,'  created  by  the  strong  arm  and  determined 
will  of  Tuikomma.  lie  it  was  who  reduced  the  boldest 
to  subjetUion,  and  broke  the  power  of  many  of  the  inde- 
pendent princes.  'J'o  exterminate  Christianity  and  humble 
the  great  nobles,  seem  to  have  been  the  two  main  objects 
he  had  in  view ; for  in  both  he  saw  dangerous  enemies 
to  the  Sovereign  power,  by  whomsoever  wielded.  lie 
accomplished  the  first  of  these  in  his  lifetime,  but  could 
only  pave  the  way  for  the  last ; — and  like  other  suc- 
cessful soldiers  and  conrpierors,  who  have  sought  to 
found  a dynasty,  and  devoted  their  energies  to  secure  it 
from  all  future  dangers,  he  worked  for  posterity,  — not, 
as  he  fondly  hoped,  for  his  own  offspring.  The  present 
dynasty  acknowledges  no  drop  of  his  blood.  Not  even 
liis  own  son,  whom  he  left  an  infant  to  the  guardian- 
ship of  his  uncle,  ever  held  the  reins  of  power,  but 
perished  in  the  attempt  to  assert  his  right  when  arrived 
at  man’s  estate.  In  this  Siune  elfort  many  Christian  con- 
verts and  their  Foreign  teachers  joined, — and  the  failure 
of  an  appeal  made  to  arms  was  the  destruction  of  both. 
And  so  died  out  of  the  land  the  Christianity  of  a cen- 
tury’s growth  at  Simal>ara. 

This  train  of  thought  has  letl  us  far  from  Yeddo,  and 
all  it  contains  of  promise  for  the  present ; but  not  before 
our  journey  through  its  rural  lanes  and  populous  streets 
had  come  to  a natural  close.  The  stereoscopic  slides  are 
exhausted,  and  I put  away  the  bo.x,  — not  wthout  hope 
that  the  purj)ose  of  the  hour  has  been  answered,  and  some 
true  idea  given,  both  of  the  capital  of  the  Tycoon  and 
its  population,  in  many  of  theii-  leading  characteristics. 
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FlIiST  LESSONS  IN  JAPANESE  DIPLOMACV. 

AS  some  days  were  required  for  carpenters  and  mason.s 
to  convert  the  temple  rooms  into  a habitable  resi- 
dence for  Europeans,  Avith  far  other  Avants  than  the  Spar- 
tan habits  of  the  Japanese  suggest,  I turned  the  delay  to 
acciiunt  by  making  arrangements  for  the  ojiemng  of  Kana- 
gaAva  on  the  day  fixed  by  treaty — July  1,  1851).  This 
is  the  shipping  port  of  Yeddo,  lying  some  sixteen  mile.s 
farther  doAvu  the  bay  on  the  Avestern  side.  There  is  a 
small  toAvn  here,  built  along  the  northern  shore  of  an 
inuer  bay,  nearly  a mile  and  a half  in  depth,  and  more 
than  that  across  from  point  to  point.  It  is  situated  on 
the  Tocado,  the  imperial  high  load,  leading,  as  idready 
exjfiained,  from  aU  the  southern  provinces  to  the 
capital ; — along  Avhich  the  princes  and  Daimios,  A\’hose 
territories  lie  soutliAvard,  have  to  pass — in  their  com- 
pulsoiy  joui'ueys  to  and  fro,  to  take  up  their  official 
residence  under  the  eyes  of  the  Tycoon’s  Government, 
for  six  months  in  the  year. 

Whether  the  comindsoiy  nature  of  the  journey  sours 
the  temper  of  these  Magnates  of  the  land,  and  renders  it 
unpleasant  to  have  any  dealings  Avith  them,  on  such 
occasions  especially  — or  Avhether  a knoAvn  hostility  to 
foreignei’s  existed  in  the  breasts  of  the  Daimios,  Avhich 
made  it  inexpedient,  if  not  dangerous,  that  the  tAvo 
should  meet,  might  be  a question — but  it  soon  appeared 
tliat  the  Japanc“se  Government  had  formed  a A^ery  decided 
resolution  to  locate  the  foreignei's,  not  at  KanagaAva, 
Avhere  the  treaty  stipulated; — but  on  the  opposite  point 
of  the  bay,  at  a place  adled  Yokohama,  Avhere  a fishing 
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village  existed,  in  the  midst  of  a marsh,  and  far  away 
fi-om  the  direct  line  of  traffic  through  the  country. 

On  the  first  view,  there  seemed  many  and  grave  objec- 
tions to  this  arbitrary  transfer  of  locahty ; and  perhaps 
I felt  all  the  less  disposed  to  give  in  to  such  an 
arrangement,  from  the  evidence  that  the  Government 
must  have  determined  the  location  should  be  where 
they  had  elected,  and  nowhere  else.  They  had  gone 
to  vast  expense  in  building  a causeway  across  the  lagunes 
and  marshy  ground  for  nearly  two  miles,  to  shorten  the 
distance — and  afford  a certain  and  direct  means  of  com- 
munication with  the  high  road  at  Kanagawa.  I found 
solid  granite  piers  and  landing-places  had  already  been 
built ; and  an  extemporised  town  for  Japanese  traders, 
with  a number  of  small  houses  and  go-downs  for  the 
foreign  merchants,  were  all  prepared;  — together  with  a 
large  range  of  official  quarters,  in  which  a custom-house 
was  already  established. 

All  these  tangible  evidences  of  a foregone  conclusion, 
— and  a determination  to  allow  no  voice  in  the  matter  to 
the  Foreign  llepresentatives,  naturally  excited  suspicion 
iis  to  the  motives  for  such  a course,  and  the  wdsdom  of 
concurrence.  The  allegation  of  the  officials  was,  that  Mr. 
Harris,  the  American  Minister,  when  at  Yeddo  the  pre- 
vious year,  had  seen  the  locality  and  accepted  it.  Of 
course  this  was  open  to  the  obvious  reply,  that  Mr.  Hams 
could  not  possibly  have  accepted  any  location  other  than 
the  treaty  stijiulated, — except  for  his  own  Government  or 
countrymen,  and  had  no  power  or  authority  to  decide  for 
his  colleagues.  Fortunately  at  this  moment  Mr.  Harris 
arrived  in  person  from  Simoda,  and  on  being  referred  to, 
he  not  only  denied  having  given  any  assent,  but  assui'ed 
me  he  had  strongly  remonstrated  against  the  proposed 
site,  as  one  to  which  serious  objections  attached. 

Nevertheless,  there  was  the  loaition,  and  a site  prepared, 
at  an  enormous  expenditure  of  labour  and  money.  Not 
only  this,  but  there  was  a certainty  of  a long  struggle  and 
great  delay  before  any  other  site  could  be 'obtained ; and 
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.several  ships  were  already  in  harbour,  with  pioneers  of 
trade  on  board,  from  Nagasaki  and  Cliina,  eager  to  tiy 
the  new  port,  and,  of  coui-se,  clamorous  for  instant  ac- 
commodation and  facilities.  Tliis  was  an  embarrassing 
position  for  all  parties.  It  was  impossible,  against  our 
conviction  of  what  was  really  best  for  the  permanent  and 
national  hiterests  at  stake,  to  sanction  the  off-hand  pro- 
ceeding of  the  Japanese  Government ; and  yet  it  was 
ea.sy  to  foresee  that,  after  having  gone  so  far,  they  w'oidd 
in  all  probability  not  recede,  but  find  means  of  carrying 
their  point,  sooner  or  later. 

Here  was  the  first  chfficulty  in  our  relations,  and  how 
it  was  best  to  be  met  was  not  easily  determined.  Mr. 
Harris  and  I both  saw,  in  this  set  purpose  of  the  Japane.se 
to  locate  the  foreign  trade  there  and  nowhere  else,  a de- 
sign to  make  another  Decima — to  place  the  merchants 
wliere  they  could  be  most  easily  and  completely  isolated, 
— their  trade  w'atched  and  controlled, — and  in  such 
a situation,  in  short,  as  should  enable  the  Japanese 
officials  to  exercise  a restrictive  power  upon  all  trade. 
Every  Japanese  approaching  the  settlement,  mu.st  either 
jiass  along  two  miles  of  exjiosed  cau.seway,  with  a gate 
at  each  end;  — or  cross  the  bay,  the  edge  of  which 
was  already  studded  with  watch-houses.  It  naturally  fol- 
lowed that,  not  only  had  the  officials  the  power  of  effec- 
tuallj’  preventing  any  communicjition  with  the  foreigner, 
except  such  as  they  might  choose  to  allow,  and  under  such 
conditions  as  the  Government  might  .see  fit  secretly  to 
impose — but  without  appearing  to  move  in  the  matter, 
they  could  exercise  any  amount  of  interference  and  con- 
trol over  the  trade ; — since  not  an  ounce  of  silk  or  a chest 
of  ten  could  find  its  way  to  the  foreign  merchant  thus 
located,  until  sanctioned ; nor  a bale  of  his  own  goods 
pass  out  of  such  a cleverly  contrived  trap  for  traders. 

Tliat  tins  among  other  objects  was  distinctly  contem- 
plated, it  sufficed  to  know  what  had  been  the  jiolicy  of 
the  Japanese  at  Nagasaki  for  the  previous  two  centuries — 
and  to  see  the  disposition  of  the  ground  ■vv'ith  the  works 
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SO  energetically  accomplished  in  anticipation.  They  had, 
too  evidently,  one  stereotj^ed  idea  as  to  foreigners  and 
foreign  trade ; — and  they  had  proceeded  with  the  iastinct 
and  pereeverance  of  beavers,  to  work  out  the  conception, 

— damming  up  all  but  the  one  entrance  or  exit,  which 
enabled  them  to  keep  vigilant  watch  and  ward  on  all  that 
might  go  in  or  come  out. 

This  wiis  not  an  auspicious  opening  to  free  trade  under 
the  treaties ; and  both  the  American  Minister  and  myself 
determined  vigorously  to  resist  this  attempt  to  place  the 
merchants  in  a disadvantageous  position, — and  perpetuate 
a state  of  things  which  it  was  the  great  object  of  the 
treaties  to  put  an  end  to  for  ever.  Either,  indeed,  such 
a policy  must  be  reversed,  or  the  treaties  would  become 
worthle.ss  as  waste  paper.  Due  notice  was  accordingly 
given  by  both  of  us  to  our  respective  countrymen,  that 
we  should  resist  this  attempt  to  force  them  into  the 
Decima-hke  settlement,  so  astutely  prepared  ; — and  re- 
commended some  patience  and  self-denial  while  the  battle 
was  being  fought,  in  their  interest  and  that  of  all  trade  at 
the  port.  I confess  1 felt  anything  but  sanguine  as  to 
the  result.  Past  experience  led  me  to  conclude  there 
was  a losing  fight  before  us, — though  one  we  could  not 
consistently  or  conscientiously  decline. 

How  vain  it  is  by  anything  short  of  a law  with  sjie- 
cific  penalties  to  induce  the  rough  and  ready  pioneei’s 
of  commerce,  who  first  rush  into  a new  port  in  the 
East,  to  listen  either  to  advice  or  injunction, — if  it  run 
counter  to  their  immediate  convenience  or  temporary 
interest, — I had  not  now  to  learn.  Nevertheless,  it  was 
necessary  in  the  chscharge  of  a public  duty  to  make 
the  attempt.  Above  all,  it  was  needful  to  protect  those 
who  might  come  after  them,  so  far  as  this  might  be  pos- 
sible, and  the  pennanent  interests  of  trade  in  Japan, — 
from  what  threatened  to  prove  a serious  detriment  to  both, 

— and  might,  at  any  moment,  be  made,  in  Japanese  hands, 
the  destruction  of  the  latter.  We  had  scarcely  returned  to 
Yeddo  when  I heard  that  first  one  mercantile  agent,  and 
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then  another  had  taken  up  their  quarters  at  Yokohama — 
some  partly  driven  by  distress  for  lodging — of  course 
refused  elsewhere,  and  pressed  upon  them  with  the  utmost 
benevolence  in  the  forbidden  location,  by  the  Japanese. 
These  had  their  own  game  to  play,  and  were  of  course 
not  at  all  slow  to  begin,  by  setting  the  merchants  and 
their  Eeprosentatives  at  cross  purposes,  and  in  unseemly 
antagonism. 

From  that  time  it  was  manifestly  a losing  fight  against 
all  odds.  We  were,  in  fiict,  to  all  appearance,  insisting 
upon  a right  in  behalf  of  our  merchants,  which  they 
themselves,  the  chief  parties  interested,  repudiated  as 
much  as  the  Japanese  Government ! The  record  of  such 
past  struggles  against  adverse  elements,  is  not  likely  to  be 
read  with  much  interest  now,  and  therefore  I will  merely 
state  the  result.  The  consuls  were  placed  in  Kanagawa, 
and  after  some  weeks  of  negotiation  (during  which  the 
Japanese  Govei’nment  insisted  that  Yokohama  Avas,  in 
fact,  Kanagawa,  that  name  including  the  Avhole  district ; — 
and  therefore  that  it  was  not  contrary  to,  but  in  strict  ac- 
cordance Avith,  treaty,  to  locate  the  foreign  settlement 
Avhere  it  Avas)  they  gave  way,  and  a site  Avas  obtained  on 
the  c*dge  of  the  bay  outside  KanagaAva  and  nearer  to  Ycddo 
by  a league.  Merchants  and  Consuls  both,  might  have  as 
much  land  as  they  desired,  or  chose  to  pay  for — buying 
out  the  jiroprietors  Avhere  any  houses  actually  existed.  But 
in  the  interval  more  pioneers  of  foreign  trade  had  arrived, 
— of  many  nationalities, — and  some  Avith  very  few  scruples. 
More  accommodation  had  been  afforded  them  (by  the 
most  obliging  of  governments),  despite  ‘ the  unrelenting 
hostility  and  peiwersity  of  the  Foreign  Eepresentatives  at 
Y^eddo’  — and  trade  once  located,  makes  a channel, 
from  which  no  government  influence  (unless  it  be  such 
as  the  Japanese  employ)  crm  easily  turn  it.  Trade, 
Avhere  it  once  strikes  root,  is  far  more  difficult  to  trans- 
]jlant  than  trees ; even  Avere  it  not  otherwise  contraiy  to 
tlie  Avhole  spirit  of  our  legislation,  to  force  its  groAVth  in 
any  particuliu'  locaUty  or  direction.  Having  therefore 
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secured  a free  clioice  and,  in  some  important  respects  at 
least,  if  not  in  all,  a more  eligible  site,  the  rest  was  left 
to  the  merchants  themselves,  without  olficial  inteiwention 
or  obstacle; — to  be  decided  by  them  and  the  course  of 
events.  A good  deal  of  ill-blood  was  created  at  the 
time,  to  judge  by  the  amount  of  anonymous  abuse  that 
found  its  way  into  the  local  press  in  Chma ; but  a year 
had  not  passed  before  all  the  available  land  and  houses 
had  been  got  into  the  large  and  tenacious  grasp  of  the 
fimt  comers,  who  had  money  at  command ; — and  as  new 
arrivals  came,  a wild  ciy  of  despair  and  injured  ])rospe<‘ts 
arose — ‘there  was  no  more  land  to  be  obtained!’  The 
first  on  the  ground  had  followed 

— tlie  pootl  old  plan, 

That  nil  slioiild  take  who  linvo  the  power, 

And  all  should  keep  who  can ; 


or,  at  least,  only  jvirt  with  it  at  a price  which  would 
bring  enormous  returns, — and  impose  very  onerous  con- 
ditions on  the  later  purchasers.  I thought  the  time  had 
then  arrived  to  intervene  with  effect,  and  with  advantage 
to  all,  in  order  not  only  to  secure  a legal  tenure,  and  evoke 
.some  order  out  of  existing  confusion,  but  procure  more 
land,  otherwise  wholly  unattainable  by  any  ellbrts  of 
the  merchants.  For  the  Japanese,  having  got  them  there 
permanently  located  ; — it  was  not  at  all  in  their  pro- 
ject, when  Kanagawa  was  secured  from  their  presence, 
to  give  them  any  larger  facihties  for  trade.  The 
question  as  to  choice  of  .site  having  to  all  apj)carance 
been  practically  settled,  wisely  or  otherwise,  by  the  mer- 
chants themselves,  who  were  on  the  spot, — I entered  into 
communication  with  the  Japanese  Government  on  the  sul> 
ject.  After  pointing  out  the  efforts  they  had  .successfully 
made,  contrary  to  my  wish  and  that  of  the  other  Foreign 
llepre-sentatives,  to  k)cate  foreigners  on  the  Yokohama  site, 
lavishly  placing  at  the  disposal  of  the Jirnt  comers, — without 
regard  to  the  just  rights  of  those  who  might  follow,  or 
the  permanent  interests  of  the  port, — all  the  land  and 
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house  accommodation  available  — avoiding  at  the  same 
time  every  vestige  of  legal  tenure  — it  was  necessary 
this  state  of  confusion  and  unequal  appropriation  of 
land  should  cease.  In  view  of  their  o^vn  antecedent 
course,  I insisted  upon  their  obligation  immediately  to 
extend  the  site  to  the  foot  of  the  bluff  forming  the 
front  of  the  bay,  giving  a mile  more  of  water-frontage 
and  a proportionate  depth,  — which  latter  might  after- 
wards be  extended  ad  libitum,  according  to  the 
progress  of  trade,  and  the  legitimate  wants  of  the 
merchants. 

The  new  site,  it  was  further  stipulated,  should  be 
placed  at  the  disjiosal  of  the  Eepreseutatives  of  the  five 
Treaty  Powers, — to  be  allotted  on  some  equitable  prin- 
ciple, in  view  of  \.\\c present  future  wants  of  foreigners, 
who  might  desire  to  settle  at  this  port  for  trade.  This 
done,  I promised  that  the  holdings  in  the  old  site  should 
be  ascertained  and  regularised,— and  a legal  title  being 
given  by  competent  Japanese  authority,  and  the  rental 
fixed,  — payment  of  arrears  shoidd  follow.  And  thus  at 
the  end  of  two  years  only,  was  it  possible  to  correct 
the  evils  induced  by  the  first  irregular  proceedings ; — or 
protect  the  original  squatters  from  the  effects  of  their 
own  acts,  — in  support  of  which  they  had  invested  large 
sums  on  land,  and  without  obtaining  a shadow  of  legal 
title. 

The  Consul,  at  a much  later  period,  convened  a public 
meeting  for  the  purpose  of  hearing  any  grievances  the 
merchants  might  have  against  either  the  Japanese  or 
their  own  authorities,  and  gave  a very  plain  resume 
of  the  whole  subject,  in  the  following  extract  fi'om  his 
speech,  reviewing  the  several  complaints,  and  challenging 
denial  or  dissent  if  his  facts  were  incorrect.  But  no  single 
word  was  offered,  cither  in  the  way  of  refutation  or 
comment. 

‘We  come  now  to  the  occupation  of  land,  in  which 
the  committee  speak  of  ‘ unaccounhible,’  and  what  has 
appeared  to  many,  ‘ vexatious,’  delays,  in  obtaining  build- 
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ing  sites.  Yet  nothing  admits  of  more  easy  explanation. 
I need  hardly  remind  you  that  when  the  port  was  first 
opened,  it  was  a question  between  the  Japanese  authorities 
and  the  Foreign  Eepresentatives,  which  side  of  the  bay 
ofl'ered  the  most  ehgiblc  site  for  the  permanent  objects  of 
trade.  The  British  and  American  Ministers  both  saw 
cogent  reasons  for  preferring  Kanagawa,  in  a permanent 
point  of  view ; while  the  majority  of  merchants,  arriving 
by  ones  and  twms,  seemed  to  find  greater  advantage,  in 
view  of  immediate  facilities,  on  the  Yokohama  side,  where 
the  Japanese  desired  to  fix  them,  and  had  gone  to  great 
expense  with  that  object.  Both  may  have  been  right 
from  these  separate  points  of  view — the  Ministers  looking 
to  national  and  permanent  interests,  the  merchants  to 
what  was  individual  and  temporary.  That  is  a question 
which  need  not  bo  discussed  now,  and  it  is  not  in  fact 
before  the  meeting.  But  as  there  has  been  no  little  mis- 
conception (I  do  not  wish  to  use  any  harder  -word)  as  to 
the  real  facts,  and  the  action  of  Her  Majesty’s  authorities, 
it  may  not  perhaps  be  without  advantage  to  all  if  I offer 
a few  words  of  explanation  in  respect  to  the  past,  as 
tending  to  clear  the  way  to  a good  understanding  for  the 
future. 

‘We  wiU  not  discuss  who  was  right  or  wrong,  or 
whether  anything  better  could  have  been  done  at  first, 
than  to  leave  the  question  to  be  decided  by  events,  the 
progre.ss  of  the  settlement  being  left  to  itself,  in  a great 
degree.  It  is  no  very  grave  reproach  to  those  who  have 
only  temporary  interests  at  stake,  to  charge  tliem  with 
preferring  these  to  any  future  pennanent  advantages.  So 
neither  is  it  a very  legitimate  subject  of  reproach  to  Con- 
sul or  Ministers,  who  by  office  are  the  representatives  of 
interests  that  are  national  and  pennanent,  if  they  should 
keep  these  constantly  in  view,  as  the  more  important, 
whatever  may  be  the  pressure  of  that  which  is  individual 
and  fleeting,  and  follow  the  line  of  duty  tlius  indicated 
without  fear,  or  seeking  after  popularity.  Of  course,  the 
two  classes  of  interests  cannot  always  be  very  perfectly 
reconciled  to  each  other ; and  this  will  lead  to  a conflict 
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of  interests  and  opinions.  But  in  such  a contingency  you 
liave  at  least  tlie  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  neither  the 
Consul  nor  Minister  can  have  any  personal  interests  to 
consult ; they  neither  trade  nor  deal  in  land.  And  it  is 
going  veiy  far  a-field  for  adverse  motives,  to  attribute  to 
either,  petty  feelings  of  sjiite  and  ill-will,  because  British 
subjects  may  have  thought  their  own  views  the  best,  and 
acted  upon  them  to  the  best  of  their  power.’ 

A resume  of  the  whole  subject  ■will  be  found  in  the 
Eeport  of  a pubhc  meeting  convened  by  the  Consul,* 
if  any  one  should  feel  sufficient  interest  in  the  subject 
to  turn  to  it  for  all  the  facts. 

In  order  not  to  return  to  the  subject  myself, Ihave  greatly 
anticipated  time.  But  we  must  go  back  to  the  first  day 
of  my  arrival  and  landing  at  Yokohama,  where  more  diplo- 
matic troubles  were  in  store.  I went  on  shore  as  soon  as 
the  ‘ Sampson  ’ had  cast  anchor,  and  it  was*  impossible 
not  to  be  struck  with  the  admirable  and  costly  structure.s 
of  granite  which  the  Japanese  had  so  rapidly  raised,  in  a 
large  broad  pier  running  far  into  the  bay,  and  a long  flight 
of  steps,  at  which  twenty  boats  might  land  their  pas- 
sengers, or  cargoes,  at  the  same  time.  Immediately  in  front 
was  a large  official-looking  building,  which  was  pointed 
out  as  the  custom-house,  and  thither  we  proceeded  to 
find  some  of  the  officials  and  an  interpreter.  The  gate 
gave  entrance  into  a courtyard,  paved  with  stones  from 
the  beach,  and  round  the  four  sides  were  ranges  of 
offices  — some  evidently  still  in  the  carpenters’  hands. 
Evcrjnvhere  there  were  signs  of  a rush  having  been  made 
to  get  into  some  sort  of  occupation  and  preparedness  by 
July  I,  the  day  fixed  by  our  treaty  for  the  opening  of  the 
port.  In  one  of  the  large  apartments  we  found  two  grave- 
looking officials  seated  on  their  heels  ‘ at  the  receipt  of 
customs,’  with  scales  and  weiglits  and  a glittering  heap  of 
new  coins; — the  currency  of  Japan  we  were  told,  ready 
to  be  exchanged,  ‘according  to  treaty,’  for  dollars.  Imme- 
diately several  of  the  party,  eager  to  be  possessed  of 

* Appendix  A.,  Vol.  I. 
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R currency  as  they  were  preparing  to  visit  the  sliop.s, 
tlirew  their  dollars  into  the  empty  scale,  and  obtained 
for  each, — two  fine  looking  coins, ‘weight  for  weight’ 
most  religiously  exact,  as  stipulated  in  the  treaty  regula- 
tions! The  Government  seemed  to  have  exceeded  all 
expectation  in  their  preparations,  with  an  eagerness  and  a 
completeness,  that  was  calculatctl  to  thsarm  the  most 
su.spicious  nature ! After  some  conversation  with  two 
of  the  Governors  of  Foreign  Affairs,  as  to  a location  for  the 
Consul  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  bay,  which  they  declared 
could  not  be  given,  we  turned  down  the  main  street,  and  here 
witne.ssed  a scene  which  could  hardly  ha\  e been  enacted 
anywhere  except  in  Kussia,  where  whole  villages  appeared 
as  if  by  magic  at  the  mandate  of  Potemkin,  to  greet  the 
Empress  Catharine  in  her  progress  through  her  dominions, 
with  evidence  of  a flourishing  and  populous  empire,  where 
ten  days  before  there  was  only  a desert.  Here,  out  of  a 
mai’sh  by  the  edge  of  a deserted  bay,  a wave  of  the  con- 
juror’s wand  had  created  a considerable  and  busthng 
settlement  of  Japanese  merchants.  A large  wide  street 
wiis  bordered  on  both  sides  with  handsome  well-built 
hou-ses  of  timber  and  mud  walls  — but  the  occupants  had 
evidently  only  that  veiy  morning  been  precipitated  in  — 
theu’  goods  were  still  for  the  greater  part  unpacked ; 
while  frantic  efforts  were  being  made  by  sen-ants  and 
porters,  in  a state  of  dehquescence,  to  make  some  sort  of 
show  of  the  saleable  contents. 

Partly  to  encourage  such  devotion  to  our  interests,  and 
\vith  some  of  the  eagerness  which  children  of  the  largest 
growth  are  not  quite  exempted  from  feeling, — to  spend 
money  already  in  the  pocket  for  that  purpose,  various 
articles  were  priced  by  some  of  the  juniors.  And  nothing 
coidd  seem  more  reasonable ! ‘Six  itziboos  for  that  charm- 
ing glove-box ; Avhat  can  be  cheaper ! Three  itziboos  to 
the  dollar  — why  that  is  only  two  dollars!  Here  my 
friend,  here  is  your  price  without  haggling, — two  dollars.’ 
A suspicious  look,  and  a shake  of  the  head  with 
averted  palm,  created  a momentary  pause  ; until  it  was 
vou  I.  L 
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suggested  that,  as  at  Nagasaki,  they  could  only  receive 
Japanese  money.  ‘ Ah ! all  right,  here  it  is,  bright  and 
fresh  from  the  mint,  two  for  the  dollar ; therefore  two  of 
them  — what  do  they  call  them  again  ? — two  of  them 
must  be  equal  to  three  itziboos — one  and  a half  each — 
aye,  that  is  the  calculation.  Now,  my  friend,  open  your 
palm  — there  it  is,  four  of  these  large  bright  coins : I 
wish  I could  remember  their  name!’  But  the  palm 
turned  them  over,  and  again  the  head  shook,  but  this 
time  four  fingers  were  held  up  three  times  in  rapid  suc- 
cession. ‘Why,  what  does  he  mean?  He  asked  six 
itziboos,  which  I have  given,  and  now  he  wants  twelve  I 
Wliat  an  extortionate  Jew  ! ’ This  evidently  required  the 
aid  of  language  and  an  Inteqjreter, — and  with  such  help 
the  explanation  was  as  easy  as  it  was  unsatisfactory.  Each 
of  the  bright  coins  were,  indeed,  the  weight  of  one  and  a 
half  itziboos,  but  they  bore  the  mint  mark  and  value  of 
half  an  itziboo  1 There  it  was,  clear  enougli,  ‘ ni-sht,'  — 
half.  Oh,  what  a fall  was  there ! Had  the  bright  silver 
been  turned  into  the  shrivelled  leaves  of  the  sorcerer, 
they  could  not  have  been  looked  upon  with  more  pro- 
found disgust  and  suiqn’ise.  There  were  no  purchases 
made  that  morning.  One  of  the  party,  who  had  been  the 
most  eager,  ruefully  remarking,  ‘ the  things  are  remarkably 
pretty, — but  to  clip  the  dollar  of  two-tliirds  of  its  value 
will  make  them  rather  dear  to  the  holders  of  that  coin.’ 
And  this  was  the  second  great  diplomatic  stiuggle 
into  which  I felt  myself  thrust  before  noon  on  July  1. 
Not  content  with  fixing  a site  by  anticipation,  to  suit 
their  own  purpose,  they  had  also  cleverly  prepared  a 
currency,  keeping  what  seemed  the  promise  to  the  ear, 
but  breaking  it  to  the  heart.  The  letter  of  the  treaty 
might  be  there,  but  assuredly  not  the  spirit,  seeing  that 
the  dollar,  thus  ingeniously  depressed  from  three  itzibtws, 
its  equivalent  value  by  weight  when  the  treaty  was  signed, 
to  one — l)id  fiiii’  to  make  Japan,  supposed  to  be  one  of  the 
cheapest  countries  in  the  world,  the  very  dearest.  Unless 
imports  could  be  sold  at  the  same  rate,  it  was  quite  clear  no 
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exports  could  be  purchased.  Tliere  have  not  been  wantiiig 
Europeans  (chiefly  visitors),  and  some  among  the  Dutch 
residents,  I think, — who  have  contended  that  the  Japanese 
were  right  in  considering  the  itziboo  as  a mere  ‘ bank 
token,’  having  a money  value  far  above  its  real  worth,  as 
so  much  silver, — and  that  to  hold  them  to  the  exact  tenns 
of  the  American  and  subsequent  treaties,  bound  to  give 
weiglit  for  weight  of  the  then  existing  silver  coim,  for 
Eurojjean  coins?, — was  to  indict  ujion  them  a wrong  and  a 
loss.  But  without  going  into  the  different  theories  of 
a currency,  it  seemed  to  me  then,  as  it  does  still,  that 
there  was  a ready  means  of  testing  the  truth  or  fallacy  of 
the  Japanese  argument.  Their  silver  currency  might  be, 
and  was,  no  doubt,  ill  adjusted,  in  regard  to  the  relative 
value  of  gold  and  copper  in  Europe.  And  now  that  trad- 
ing relations  with  the  West  were  being  established,  it 
might  be  essential  that  some  readjustment  should  take 
place,  with  sjxicial  reference  to  the  relative  cunent  value 
of  the  three  metals  in  European  countries.  Their  gold 
was  much  too  low,  and  so  also  was  their  copper,  com- 
pared with  the  silver,  — since  an  ounce  and  a thii-d  of 
silver  (or  four  itziboos)  were  worth  a gold  cobang, 
valued  in  Europe  by  our  standard  at  18,s.,  or  between 
3 and  4 oz.,  and  the  .same  amount  of  silver  in  Ja|)an 
would  purchase  4,800  copper  cash  ; whereas,  even  in 
China,  a Mexican  dollar  (alooutan  ounce  in  weight)  would 
not  buy  more  than  from  1,000  to  1,200.  To  leave  their 
currency  without  modification,  therefore,  was  simply  to 
ensure  the  sudden  export  of  all  their  gold  and  copj)cr  in 
exchange  for  European  silver.  No  wouder  the  Japanese 
looked  upon  such  a contingency  with  great  anxiety  and 
alarm  ; and  I sugge.sted  to  them  at  once  an  effective 
remedy,  by  altering  the  relative  mint  value  of  their  gold 
and  silver  coinage,  increasing  the  value  of  the  former  from 
four  itziboos  to  twelve  or  thirteen,  bringing  it  sufficiently 
close  to  the  average  I’ates  in  Europe  to  secure  them  from 
any  operations  for  the  export  of  gold.  Unfortunately,  I 
think,  they  hesitated,  insisting  upon  altering  the  mint 
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value  of  their  silver  by  depreciating  it  two-thirds  in 
relation  to  the  copper  coin  — not  to  prevent  the  export 
of  tlie  latter,  but  to  increase  the  price  to  foreigners  of 
all  Japanese  produce.  At  least,  this  Avould  obviously 
be  the  immediate  effect.  Their  fixed  idea  was,  that  all 
Japanese  produce  and  manufactures  could  be  bought 
vastly  below  their  true  value,  if  the  ounce  of  silver, 
in  the  shape  of  a dollar,  was  allowed  to  circulate  as  the 
(.■quivalent  of  three  itziboos,  corresponding  in  Aveight. 
I endeavoured  to  convince  them,  by  reference  to  the 
market  prices  in  the  chief  trading  marts  of  Asia,  from 
Constantinople  to  Pekin,  that,  except  in  the  one  article 
of  copper  (and  gold  as  it  then  stood),  the  ounce  of 
silver,  even  when  converted  into  three  itziboos,  would  not 
purchase  more  of  the  commonest  articles  of  consumption 
or  of  labour  than  elsewhere ; and,  consequently,  that  to 
dej)ieciate  the  silver  currency  in  regard  to  the  copper 
currency,  by  which  all  produce  Avas  sold,  or  its  market  value 
estimated, — could  only  have  the  effect  of  shutting  out  the 
foreigner  from  their  market  altogether,  except  in  so  far  as 
he  could  deal  by  Avay  of  barter,  exchanging  European 
goods  against  Japanese.  If  a dollar,  (or  an  ounce  of  silver,) 
Avould  buy  so  many  pounds  of  rice  in  India,  Siam,  or  China, 
and  so  many  days’  labour, — the  prices  of  both  being  jK*r- 
fectly  well  knoAvn, — subject  to  little  fluctuation  in  ordinary 
times,  and  always  easily  ascertainable;  — while  in  Jajian, 
only  one-third  the  quantity  could  be  purchased  Avith  it, 
— no  argument  could  be  needed  to  prov’e  that  any  but  a 
barter  trade  Avould  be  impossible ; and  that  the  itziboo 
(.lid  not,  as  they  held,  represent  a fictitious  value,  in  the 
produce  market,  rendering  it  Avorth  more,  by  tAVO-thirds, 
than  the  same  Aveight  of  sih'er  over  the  length  and  breadth 
of  Asia.  It  Avould  certainly  buy  more  copper  and  more 
gold  — but  not  more  food  or  labour.  Ultimately,  as  will 
be  seen,  thej"  altered  their  gold  coinage  to  the  European 
standard,  but  too  late  to  prevent  large  exportations  and 
much  mischief.  They  protected  their  copper  currency  by 
AvithdraAving  it,  and  circulating  iron  cash  instead ; but  to 
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thi-s  day  they  seek  to  carr}’  out  their  original  plan  of  alter- 
ing the  silver  coinage,  the  direct  and  certain  ell'ect  of  wliich, 
it  would  seem, — must  be  to  close  tlie  Japanese  markets  to 
all  foreign  dealers,  ssive  to  the  extent  in  wliich  they  can 
exchange  goods,  not  silver,  for  native  produce.  Is  not 
this  the  efiect  contemplated  and  desired  ? This  seems 
only  too  probable.  Sooner  or  later,  silver  being  depre- 
ciated in  value  to  the  extent  of  some  seventy-five  per 
cent,  a self-adjusting  process  might  bring  the  Japanese 
dealer  to  regard  his  silk  and  tea  as  Avorth  so  much 
gold  instead  of  silver,  and  the  former  might  thus  re- 
store the  balance.  The  gold  cobang  piece  being  worth 
the  same  amount  of  cash  in  Japan,  and  of  silver  — 
could  be  bg  treaty  claimed  from  the  Japanese  in  ex- 
change for  European  gold  coins,  weight  for  weight ; and 
in  this  way  gold  instead  of  silver  might  be  imported  and 
supply  the  means  of  purchase  to  the  foreign  trader.  But 
assuming  the  state  of  exchange  would  admit  such  an 
operation,  the  Japanese  Government  are  not  bound  — 
except  in  payment  of  duties — to  receive  our  gold  Aveight 
for  Aveight,  and  they  profess  inability  to  compel  their 
subjects.  There  can  be  little  doubt,  therefore,  that  the 
first  effects  of  the  change,  still  contemplated  by  the 
Japanese  Government,  Avould  be  to  put  a sudden  stop 
to  all  Foreign  trade, — since  it  Avould  have  the  effect  of 
raising  the  price  to  foreigners  of  all  native  produce, 
from  fifty  to  seventy  per  cent. 

Dissatisfied  Avdth  the  location,  Avhich  I yet  foresaAV  it 
would  be  difficult  or  impos.sible  to  change; — refused  a place 
of  residence  in  KanagaAva  for  a consular  officer,  Avhere  of 
right  it  could  be  claimed  for  both  consuls  and  merchants 
(as  they  Avere  compelled  to  admit  later) ; menaced  Avith 
a depreciation  of  the  dollar  to  tAvo-thirds  of  its  value  by 
a juggle,  much  too  cleverly  conceived  in  reference  to 
the  Avording  of  the  treaty,  and  too  effectually  set  on 
foot  to  be  easily  set  aside ; I returned  to  Yeddo  Avith 
no  pleasant  anticipations  of  my  first  diplomatic  passes 
Avith  the  Japanese  Government ; taking  back  Avitli  me  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


150 


TIIBEE  TEARS  IN  JAPAN. 


Chap.  VI. 


Vice-consul  I had  puiposed  installing  at  tlie  newly-opened 
port.  A residence  was  speedily  obtained  at  Kanagawa, 
(though  declared  impossible  three  days  before),  but  no 
sooner  was  it  granted  than  I had  to  combat  a pretension 
of  the  Japanese  Government  to  close  the  road  between  us, 
and  deny  all  right  to  travel  between  the  Legations  and 
Consulates,  on  tlie  high  road. 

My  American  colleague  and  I had  thus  for  a be- 
ginning three  as  troublesome  and  harassing  questions 
as  could  well  have  been  desired  for  a diplomatic  agent. 
A disputerl  site  for  a foreign  settlement,  after  the 
native  government  liad  expended  large  sums  upon  one, 
and  merchants  were  on  the  spot,  urgent  for  land  and 
instant  accommodation  ; — a currency  question  which 
struck  at  the  root  of  all  trade; — and,  finally,  an  at- 
tempt Ur  dispute  a right  of  road  between  the  capital 
and  the  port,  even  to  the  members  of  the  Legations.  I 
should  scarcely  have  entered  upon  my  troubles  at  tlus 
outset  of  the  Mission  in  Japan,  were  it  not  that  a narra- 
tive of  my  residence  in  the  Capital  would  be  very  imper- 
fect,— and  oidy  calculated  to  give  a false  impression  of  the 
peo[)le  we  have  to  deal  with, — if  such  incidents  were 
omitted.  Indeed,  any  record  of  such  a residence,  with- 
out reference  to  these  ever-recuning  struggle's  between 
the  Minister,  whose  business  it  is  to  insist  upon  the  ob- 
servance of  treaties!, — and  the  Japanese  rulers  whose 
])eculiar  ]>leasure  and  duty  it  seemed  to  be,  to  render 
them  nugatory  and  void  in  effect, — would  be  the  Moor 
of  Venice  without  Othello.  Even  in  looking  back, 
with  the  pleasant  remembrance  of  difficulties  overcome, 
of  doubts  resolved,  and  of  dangers  escaped, — there 
still  lingers  a weaiy  sense  of  the  trouble  that  prej'ed 
upon  the  soul, — and  the  pain  and  anxiety  of  a position 
in  winch  everything  had  to  be  w'on  by  hard  fighting, 
or  tlefended  with  a determined  front  and  wary  eye. 
vUl  this  too,  where  a false  step,  or  an  error  in  judge- 
ment, might  be  as  faUd  to  the  diplomatist  as  to  a tni- 
veller  climbing  up  a steep  acclivity,  wdth  a measureless 
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depth  below  him — down  which  he  may  be  suddenly 
precipitated,  without  power  to  arrest  liis  descent,  or  any 
hope  of  ever  obtaining  a foothold  lost. 

I do  not  think  I slept  very  soundly  that  night.  I know 
I rose  the  next  morning  veiy  tired,  and  proceeded  to 
land  all  my  goods,  chattels,  and  belongings,  and  insUd 
myself,  with  a feeling  of  utter  weariness  at  the  Uusk  I 
saw  looming  before  me  ; — of  the  true  nature  and  ex- 
tent of  which  I had  from  the  first  a tolerably  clear 
conception. 
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EXCHANGE  OF  RATIFICATIONS NEWS  OF  THE  REPULSE  AT  THE 

PEIHO HERMIT  LIFE  IN  YEDDO CONDITIONS  OF  EXILE  AND 

ISOLATION LIFE  IN  A WILDERNESS  OF  MEN  AND  WOMEN. 

ON  Wednesday,  July  6, 1859, 1 landed  officially,  and  the 
British  flag  for  the  first  time  was  unfurled  in  evi- 
dence of  a permanent  Legation  in  the  Capital  of  the 
Tycoon. 

While  still  in  the  midst  of  the  confusion  incident  to 
installation  at  a new  post  in  an  Eastern  land,  it  was  neces- 
sary to  pay  an  official  visit  to  the  Ministers  of  Foreign 
Aflairs,  who,  in  Japan,  are  of  course  in  dual  form  ; 
the  one  apparently  to  speak,  and  the  other  to  observe. 
They  are  each  of  them  Daimios  ; and  the  first,  Manake 
Sinioosano  Kami,  was  also  at  this  time  President  of  the 
Gorogio,  or  great  Council  of  State,  consisting  of  five 
members  of  the  Daimio  class, — and  corresponding,  in  a 
great  degree,  to  our  Cabinet,  in  whom  the  executive 
power  seems  vested.  The  second  was  TErtisYila  Kakat- 
sukano  Faya,  also  a member  of  the  Council,  and  it  was  at 
his  official  rc.sidence  the  interview  took  place.  From 
Tozengoe  the  distance  was  little  less  than  five  miles,  and 
although  a July  sun  in  Japan,  with  the  thermometer, 
stanchng  at  ninety  degrees  in  the  shade,  is  not  to  be  re- 
garded with  levity,  I had  taken  so  great  a dislike  to  the 
cramped  space  afforded  by  the  ordinary  Norimon,  that  I 
determined  to  go  on  horseback.  And  a long  and  sultry 
ride  we  found  it.  The  Yamask4  of  Waisaka  was  in  the 
heart  of  the  official  quarter,  and  within  the  circle  of  the 
second  moat.  Our  reception  was  very  formal,  and  the 
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visit  beuig  strictly  official  aud  one  of  ceremony,  no  di.s- 
cussion  was  entered  into,  or  business  transacted,  beyond 
fixing  the  day,  and  settling  the  preliminaries,  for  the  ex- 
change of  ratifications; — which,  to  my  great  relief,  I found 
they  were  quite  disposed  to  expedite,  instead  of  raising 
difficulties  for  purposes  of  delay.  It  is  true  my  con- 
gratulatory fechng  was  somewhat  premature,  for  nearly 
the  whole  intervening  period  of  seven  days  was  taken  up 
in  discussing  with  the  Governors  of  Foreign  Affairs*  tlie 
mode  in  which  the  deed  was  to  be  accomphshed ; — and  at 
the  end  a serious  misundersUinding  arose  about  the  day 
originally  fixed.  Even  after  this,  when  the  cortege  was 
on  the  very  point  of  starting,  an  objection  was  raised  to 
the  guard  of  honour,  Avhich  it  had  been  previously  settled 
should  accompany  and  surround  the  canopied  platform  on 
which  the  treaty  was  carried.  ‘ Boast  not  of  day  till  night 
has  made  it  thine ! ’ is  good  advice  everywhere ; but  in 
Japan,  of  all  countries,  it  is  w'eU  to  remember  it,  and  not 
be  over  sanguine ! 

It  really  seemed  as  if  some  Nemesis  of  retribution  was 
on  my  ti  ack,  to  make  me  pay  for  my  ea.sy  victory  in 
establishing  a right  of  residence,  where  I certainly  had 
anticipated  the  first  and  greatest  dilficulty  would  be  ex- 
perienced. I was  allowed  no  time,  however,  for  vam  boicst- 
ing,  or  any  presumption  founded  on  a first  succe.ss  ; and, 
although  it  was  a sore  trial  while  it  lasted, — I have  since 
been  disposed  to  be  thankful  that  thus  early,  in  a new 
field,  where  eveiything  had  to  be  learned — as  to  the  feel- 
ings, motives,  and  policy  of  those  with  Avhoin  it  was 
necessary  to  estiiblish  relations  of  startling  novelty, — and 
-where  novelty  itself  was  a sufficient  condemnation, — I had 
to  struggle  through  almost  every  form  of  difficulty  that 
could  be  conceived.  It  certainly  impressed  upon  me,  from 
the  beginning,  the  necessity  of  untiring  patience  and  for- 
bearance, Avithout  which  I soon  saw  nothing  could  be 
effected. 

* These  officers  may  be  considered  as  Under-Secretaries  of  State,  and 
have  somewhat  similar  functions. 
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Tliat  these  preliminaiy  discussions  about  mere  matters 
of  form,  when  the  thimj  was  secured,  were  tiresome  to 
tlie  last  degree,  and  often  seemed  interminable,  will  easily 
be  understood.  Each  night,  after  another  day  had  been 
consumed  in  discussions  which  settled  nothing,  I felt  the 
lesson  sink  deeper,  that  the  fii’st  virtue  of  a diplomatist  iu 
Japan  must  be  patience ! 

A vciy  slight  sketch  of  the  progress  made  from  day  to 
day  will  show  how  much  this  one  virtue  was  tried. 
When  the  official  mterview  with  the  ministers  took  place, 
the  order  of  proceeding  had  been  discussed.  I was  the 
bearer  of  one  of  the  two  copies  of  the  treaty  made  in 
Enghsh,  Dutch,  and  Japanese  — each  signed  by  Lord 
Elgin  and  the  Japanese  plenipotentiaries — to  which  the 
sign  manual  and  the  great  seal  were  attached ; and  my 
instnictions  were  to  receive  back  the  other  copy  left  witli 
the  Japanese,  bearing  the  original  signatures  and  seals  of 
the  plenipotentiaries ; the  Tycoon’s  ratification  and  seal 
being  in  like  manner  attached. 

Unfortunately,  it  seemed  the  Tycoon’s  ratification  had 
already  been  obtained  (so  at  least  they  said)  to  a copy 
‘more  beautifully  written,  and  elaborately  bound,’  and 
it  was  ‘ impossible  any  change  could  be  made ! ’ The 
Tycoon’s  seal  could  neither  be  attached  a second  time, 
nor  sliiftetl  to  the  original  copy.  A long  demur  to  this 
arrangement  led  to  an  offer  on  their  part  to  surrender  the 
original, — as  icell  as  the  copy  bearing  the  Tycoon’s  rati- 
fication ; and  to  this  I consented,  with  some  reluctance. 
In  view  of  the  apparent  impossibility  of  carrying  out  my 
instructions  to  the  letter,  it  only  behoved  me  to  secure  the 
essential  part,  Avhich  was  the  Tycoon’s  ratification  to  the 
treaty  — and  for  this  a correct  and  attested  copy  was, 
to  all  intents  and  purposes,  the  same  as  one  bearing  the 
signatures  of  the  plenipotentiaries. 

Next  day  it  turned  out  that  the  copy  to  be  offered  was 
only  a copy  of  the  Japanese  version,  which  neither  I,  nor 
any  one  attached  to  me,  could  read.  This  I peremptorily 
refused,  saying,  ‘ tlie  treaty  ’ consisted  of  three  versions  in 
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their  integrity,  and  not  one  only ; but  if  any  one  Ava-s 
more  essential  than  the  rest,  it  was  the  Dutch,  which 
both  could  read. 

While  this  was  yet  undecided,  another  night  passed, 
and  then,  late  on  the  Sunday  evening,  came  Moriyama  ami 
one  of  the  Governors  of  Foreign  Aflairs,  in  a state  of  great 
trepidation  to  all  appearance.  ‘ There  Avas  an  unfortu- 
nate mistake  in  the  day  appointed  for  the  exchange. 
Moriyama,  the  interpreter,  had  rendered  it  Monday ; all 
tlie  preparations  had  been  made,  the  Council  of  State  and 
Tycoon  himself  informed ; and  the  disgrace  of  Moriyama, 
and  his  dismi.s.sal,  Avould  be  the  least  consequence  if  he 
had  to  avow  his  mistake.'  ‘ What,’  I said,  ‘ if  we  took  it 
upon  ourselves,  as  an  error  in  the  interpretation,  and  ex- 
onerated him  ? ’ ‘ Useless,  quite  — it  would  then  be  said 

that  Moriyama  had  induced  you  to  write  to  that  efiect 
merely  to  screen  himself, — and  his  position  would  be 
Avorse  than  ever ! ’ 

What  was  to  be  done  ? Was  all  this  merely  simulated 
(if  so,  he  and  the  Governor  were  both  excellent  actors), 
and  Avas  there  some  hidden  object  to  be  gained  — some 
intrigue  being  played  off  against  us  ? I was  noAV  offered 
the  ratification  of  the  Tycoon  to  the  original  treaty  (so 
lately  declared  ‘ impossible  ’).  What  Avas  the  real  motive 
of  this  sudden  wilhnguess  to  give  themselves  the  lie  — 
and  desperate  effort  to  alter  all  the  arrangements,  and 
hurry  me  through  the  ratifications  the  next  morning,  in- 
stead of  Tuesday,  the  day  fixed,  and,  beyond  doubt, 
clearly  understood  ? Was  there  some  sinister  intention 
of  palming  off  upon  me  at  last  a mere  Japanese  copy ; or 
hustling  me  through  the  exchange,  Avith  the  omission  of 
some  essential  fonmdity  on  their  part  ? It  was  hard  to  say ; 
but  enough  appeared  to  rouse  suspicion,  and  I declared, 
in  the  most  unmistakeable  terms,  that  I would  neither 
undertake  to  make  any  change,  nor  even  to  keep  the 
appointment  on  Tuesday,  unless  I received,  in  writing,  a 
formal  declaration,  from  the  Ministers  of  Foreign  Afliiirs, 
that  I should  have  the  original  treaty,  bearing  the  seals 
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and  signatures  of  the  plenipotentiaries ; and  attached  to 
it  the  ratiftcation  of  the  Tycoon,  with  lus  seal,  and  the 
signatures  of  the  two  ministers.  A new  difficulty  this. 
It  Avas  late  — the  distances  considerable,  rendering  it  im- 
pos.-iible,  before  an  early  hour  in  the  morning,  to  get  such 
written  communication  from  the  ministers  to  me  — too 
late  to  make  the  preliminary  arrangements  for  landing  the 
‘ Sampson’s  ’ marines,  &c.  ‘ Why  would  not  the  verbal 

assurance  do  ? ’ ‘ Too  many  mistakes  already,’  I replied  ; 

‘ arrived  at  the  minister’s,  I might  leani  that  one  • more 
had  been  made  ''by  the  interpreters,'  and  that  the  Tycoon’s 
ratification,  in  due  form,  Avas  not  attached  to  the  original 
treaty — Avhen  I should  be  compelled  to  return  Avitli  the 
originals,  bearing  the  Queen’s  signature,  Avithout  eflect- 
ing  tlie  exchange  — and  I did  not  choose  to  risk  being 
placed  in  such  a position.’  ‘ Would  the  Avritten  declam- 
tion  of  the  Chief  GoA'crnor  of  Foreign  Affiiirs  ansAver  the 
purpose?’  (Xo  such  official,  by-the-bye,  existed,  as  I 
afterwards  kneAv.)  ‘ Yes  — if  I received  it  during  the 
night ; and  in  that  case  I Avould  consent  to  the  exchange 
taking  place  the  folloAving  day  — and,  in  anticipation  of 
its  arrival,  Avrite  at  once  to  Captain  Hand,  to  make  the 
ne('essaiy  arra  ngemei  i ts. 

At  one  o’clock  came  the  fonnal  Avritten  assurance. 
The  next  moniing,  July  11,  a bright  and  scorching  sun 
gave  sure  promise  of  a tiying  day.  The  distance  to  the 
official  residence  of  the  minister,  I noAv  learned,  Avas  four 
miles  by  Japanese  measiu'e.  'I’he  treaty  Avas  to  be  ctir- 
ried  in  procession  before  me  through  the  city,  under  a 
canopy  ornamented  Avith  flags  and  evergreens,  surrounded 
by  a guard  of  marines,  and  folloAved  by  fifty  bluejackets. 
Captain  Iland,  Avith  a large  number  of  his  officers  in  uni- 
form and  on  horseback,  folloAved  immediately  after  the 
four  petty  officers  carrying  the  treaty.  Just  an  hour 
before  starting,  the  officer  Avho  had  to  conduct  us  came  to 
declare,  the  guard  could  not  enter  the  official  tpiarterl — It 
Avas  too  late  to  make  any  change  Avithout  damage.  They 
had  had  four  days’  notice,  and  no  objection  had  been 


Digitized  by  Coogl 


CiiAr.  VII.  EXCUAN(iE  OF  RATIFICATIOXS.  157 

taken.  Tliis  was  their  answer  therefore.  But  the  sudden 
announcement  left  room  for  anxiety  and  suspicdon. 

The  long  line  of  march  of  thi.s  proce.s.sion,  through  the 
wide  streets  of  Yeddo,  wa.s  a novel  sight  for  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  capittd  — one  such  as  had  never  been  seen 
before.  A treaty  with  a Foreign  Power  carried  in  state, 
preceded  by  the  flag  of  Great  BriUiin,  surrounded  by  a 
guard  of  honour,  and  followed  by  a large  escort  of  mounted 
officers,  with  the  liepresentative  of  the  Queen  at  the 
head,  were  novelties  indeed.  On  through  the  popidous 
commercial  quarter  we  took  our  way,  across  the  first 
broad  moat  (an  anxious  moment  for  the  two  chiefs  of 
the  civil  and  naval  branches),  imstojiped  by  gate,  port- 
cuUis,  or  guard ; — right  on  into  the  fii'st  fortified  enceinte 
of  the  official  quarter.  The  outer  crowd  of  shopkeepers 
and  industrial  classes  now  left  behind,  a new  crowd  of 
retainers  of  the  various  feudal  princes,  whose  palaces 
lay  on  either  side  of  the  route,  supplied  their  place, 
keeping  the  road  with  long  batons.  Slowly  the  cortege 
jia.ssed  on  to  the  second  moat,  wider  and  deeper  than 
the  first,  and  more  resembling  a river  than  an  artificial 
moat.  The  gates  of  the  second  enceinte  are  before  us ; 
but  they  too  turn  sloAvly,  as  if  half  reluctant,  on  their 
massive  hinges  (shut  expressly  to  be  opened  for  our  pas- 
stige,  as  I afterwards  knew,  for  I often  saw,  with  my 
own  eye.s,  that  they  remained  habitually  open),  and  at  last 
the  minister’s  residence  is  gained.  It  lies  to  the  left 
of  a broad  glacis,  in  front  of  the  last  fortified  enclo- 
sure standing  on  a higher  level,  where  the  palace  of 
the  Tycoon  and  the  royal  domain  is  seen.  The  guard 
formed  outside  ; and,  opening  their  ranks,  the  treaty  was 
carried  in  by  the  bearei-s  under  its  canopy,  followed  by 
myself,  the  officers  of  the  ^fission,  and  of  H.M.S.  ‘ Sampson.’ 
The  full  powers  of  the  respective  j)lenipotentiaries  having 
been  produced,  and  the  other  formalities  accomplished, 
by  comparing  the  two  Dutch  versions; — signals,  arranged 
by  the  Japanese  in  advance,  (by  fans  from  street  to  street,) 
conveyed  the  news  to  the  ‘Sampson,’  with  telegraphic 
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speed,  in  a minute  and  a half,  a distance  of  six  miles. 
A royal  .salute  of  twenty-one  guns,  the  British  and 
Japanese  flags  at  the  main,  celebrated  the  exchange  of 
ratifications,  and  the  happy  conclusion  of  the  day’s  cere- 
mony, which  had  been  preceded  by  so  much  difliculty, 
and  so  many  thorny  discussions.  The  J apanese  had  been 
invited  to  fire  a salute  also,  but  they  urged  the  incon- 
venience of  departing  from  their  omi  customs,  &c.,  and  it 
was  not  pressed.  They  found  no  impossibility  later,  how- 
ever, in  firing  such  a salute,  under  the  pressure  of  a 
sufficient  object.  Well  it  was,  perhaps,  for  tlie  interests 
at  stake,  and  my  position  in  Yeddo,  that  no  time  had 
been  lo.st; — for  only  a few  days  later  news  anived  of 
the  disaster  at  the  Peiho,  and  there  is  no  telling  whether 
this  might  not  have  disposed  them  to  devise  causes  of 
indefinite  delay. 

Immechately  after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications, 
H.M.S.  ‘Sampson’  took  her  departure,  and  for  many  weeks 
— months, no  English  pendant  appeared  in  Japane.se  waters. 
While  the  first  weeks  were  slipping  on,  I fairly  lost  count 
of  the  days,  and  got  up  one  morning  thinking  it  wa.s 
Friday,  until  some  better-informed  member  of  the  esta- 
blishment jiroved  it  was  only  Wedne.sday.  Bc'ally  it 
.seemed  as  if  we  should  have  to  adopt  Itobinson  Crusoe’s 
notable  device  of  notching  a stick,  to  enable  us  to 
keep  count  of  the  days,  in  this  wilderness  of  men  and 
women,  and  total  isolation  from  all  of  European  race  or 
civilisation  — where  no  Sunday  Avorship  or  Sabbath-day 
bells  recurred  regularly  every  week,  to  mark  the  end  of 
one,  and  the  beginning  of  another.  In  striking  contra- 
diction this,  by  the  way,  to  the  broad  assei’tions  of  some  of 
tlie  Sabbatarian  writers,  that  a sejitennial  di\ision  of  time 
hiis  prevailed  all  over  the  earth,  and  that  traces  of  it  at 
leiist,  may  be  found  in  every  countr}^  It  is  strange  how 
this  often  reiterated  allegation,  so  palpably  in  contmdiction 
Avith  known  fact.'^,  could  ever  be  made, — or  reliwl  upon  as 
an  argument.  All  over  Asia,  this  division  into  Aveeks  is, 
I belieA’e,  utterly  unknoAA'u  to  this  day, — as  it  is  m Japan. 


Digitized  by  Google 


Chap.  VII. 


HERMIT  LIFE  IN  TEDDO. 


159 


Through  all  antiquity,  in  Europe  and  Western  Asia, — in 
Egypt,  Greece,  and  Rome,  it  was  only  known  — if  known  at 
all — as  a custom  of  the  Jews.  Neither  Greeks  nor  Homans 
adopted  it  in  their  mode  of  reckoning  time.  And  when 
a new  world  was  discovered  by  Columbus,  no  trace  of 
the  supposed  universal  weekly  measurement  of  time 
was  di.scovered.  Neither  the  Red  Lidian  and  hunting 
nomades  of  North  America, — nor  the  people  of  the 
more  civilised  empires  of  the  Mexicans  and  Reruvian.s, — 
had  any  cogni.sance  of  the  ‘ universally  known  ’ seventh 
day, — whether  as  one  of  particular  sanctitv,  or  as 
marking  a fourth  part  of  a lunar  month.  It  is  diffi- 
cult not  to  doubt  the  goodness  of  a cause,  when  its  ad- 
vocates keep  reiterating  the  universjdity  of  a fiict  which 
has  no  existence.  But  how  gladly  one  wordd  hear  the 
weekly  church-bell,  calling  to  service  in  this  ])lacc  of 
exile,  instead  of  the  early  matins  of  the  Pagan  Bonzes, 
announced  at  five  o’clock  by  the  deep  tones  of  a magnificent 
bell,  struck  by  a suspended  beam  from  the  outside  ; — and 
the  long  muttered  ori.sons  which  follow  every  day  with 
little  cessation  for  many  hours,  and  again  at  five  in  the 
cvemng, — with  a perseverance  and  regularity  worthy  of 
a better  cause ! 

Such  total  absence  of  all  external  differences,  between 
one  day  and  another,  had  a constant  tendency  to  blur  out 
distinctions.  In  the  hermit-like  seclusion  of  Tozengee, 
the  same  bright  sun  above  our  heads  from  day  to  day, 
and  a thick  screen  of  wocxled  hills  further  shutting  out 
the  world  beyond  — the  Pagan  world  in  which  destiny 
had  flung  a little  knot  of  Christians  ; and  with  it  the 
world  of  a kindred  creal  and  race, — from  which  the 
whole  breadth  of  Asia  on  the  one  side,  and  of  the 
I’acific  Ocean  on  the  other,  sejiarated  us — it  was  hard 
to  realise  any  distinction  of  daj's,  weeks,  or  months ! 
The  seasons  alone  brought  their  own  distinctive  marks 
with  them.  In  one,  perhaps  the  truest  sense,  all  days 
were  Sundays  here — days  of  solitary' reflection,  mingled 
with  comparatively  few  secular  affairs,  or  interruptions 
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fi’om  the  outer  world.  Nature,  in  glorious  robes  of 
beauty,  was  ever  inviting  to  contemplation,  and  that 
worship  of  the  heart  which  springs  frorn  a constant  sense 
of  the  Divine  in  creation,  and  the  all-pervading  presence 
of  a Supreme  Euler — governing  and  heshioning  to  wise, 
but  often  inscrutable  ends,  the  world  of  mind  and  matter. 
In  the  broad  avenues,  chequered  with  light  and  shade, 
and  richly  coloured  with  eyery  variety  of  tint,  there  was 
a temple  which  nothing  reared  by  man’s  hands  by  aid  of 
stone  and  mortar  could  rival.  No  fretted  roof,  or  long- 
drawn  aisle  of  a thousand  ])illars,  could  approach  it  in 
beauty.  A recluse  there,  need  envy  no  worsliipper  iu 
Dom  or  Minster,  so  far  as  grace,  or  richness  of  colour 
and  material  forms,  are  concerned ; — the  communion  of 
kmdred  hearts  in  prayer  and  worship  was  alone  wanting. 

A strange  feeling  of  isolation  came  upon  me  when  the 
confusion  and  novelty  both  had  ceased.  Immediately 
after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications,  as  already  stated, 
II.M.S.  ‘Sampson’  had  taken  her  departure,  and  left 
Her  Maje.sty’s  Mission  to  take  care  of  itself.  The 
American  frigate  which  had  brought  my  colleague,  the 
Ilesident  Minister  of  the  United  States,  had  hastened  to 
follow  the  example.  We  were  thus  left,  the  Eepre- 
sentatives  of  two  great  Powers,  perfectly  isolated  and 
unsupported  in  the  capital  of  the  Tycoon; — surrounded 
by  many  hostile  elements  and  unknovvm  conditions,  with- 
out the  pendant  of  a single  gunboat  in  the  Japanese 
waters,  or  within  six  weeks’  or  two  montlrs’  call ! WTiat- 
ever  might  be  the  difficulties  or  the  dangers  of  such  a 
position, — they  must  be  met  single-handed  and  alone.  I 
felt  as  though  the  dial  had  gone  back  fourteen  years  with 
me,  for  in  just  such  a position  had  I been  dropped,  with 
less  experience  to  guide  me,  at  Foochou,  the  capital  of 
the  province  of  Fokien,  in  the  year  1844.  It  seems  not  a 
very  wise  or  politic  mode  of  jwoceeding,  but  I never 
knew  it  otherwise.  I never  knew  an  Admiral,  or  a senior 
officer,  I think,  who  did  not  seem  to  consider  the  first  duty 
of  the  Commander  of  a ship  of  war,  after  dropping  a 
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Minister  or  a Consul  in  the  niiclst  of  a semi-civilised 
population, — as  a man  drops  an  awkward  burden, — 
was  to  disappear  iis  fast  as  possible,  and  leave  him  to 
his  destiny,  or  his  own  resources.  No  doubt  it  is  quite 
impo.ssible  even  for  the  British  navy  to  supply  a ship 
en  permanence  wherever  there  is  a Legation  or  a Con- 
sulate, "with  interests  to  defend  and  hves  to  protect. 
And  there  will  always  be  more  demands  on  an  Admiral 
in  the  far  East  than  he  lias  the  means,  whatever  may  be 
his  inclination,  adequately  to  meet.  Still  there  is  much 
to  regret,  and  som'ething  I think  to  amend,  in  the  prac- 
tice of  dropping  diplomatic  or  considar  agents  in  the 
most  remote  regions,  and  then  leaving  them  to  take  care 
of  themselves  as  they  best  can,  or  to  be  sacrificed  in  the 
attempt, — before  it  can  possibly  be  knowi  either  what 
are  the  conditions  under  which  the  duties  are  to  be 
carried  on,  or  the  dangera  and  difficulties  to  be  en- 
countered. It  may  well  happen  that  the  very  objects 
for  which  the  nation  incurs  the  expense  and  liabilities 
attaching  to  the  estabhshment'of  new  Legations  or  Con- 
sular ports  in  the  far  East,  may  be  sacrificed  and  utterly 
lost  by  such  a system  of  abandonment. 

I sat  musing  one  day,  under  the  deep  shadow  of  the 
avenue,  looking  across  the  bay,  flecked  only  with  white- 
sailed  fishing-boats, — and  there  came  before  me  a vision  of 
the  exile’s  life  reserved  for  me.  Shut  out  from  the  Avhole 
world  of  interests  that  bind  man  to  this  existence,  and  mJfcgle 
with  all  his  thoughts  and  affections, — even  with  those  which 
wing  their  way  to  that  far  eternity  whither  all  are  hasten- 
ing, more  or  less  consciously, — I saw  weeks  pass  on  with- 
out any  tidings  from  beyond  the  seas.  When  last  we  had 
heard,  Austria  and  France  were  both  in  arms,  and  the 
French  Emperor  had  taken  the  field  at  the  head  of  his 
army  in  Italy.  Wliat  had  happened  in  the  interval  ? 
Kingdoms  might  have  been  conqueral,  or  shaken  to  their 
centre  ; — and,  in  the  conflict  and  din  of  arms,  dynasties 
as  well  as  nations  might  have  fallen.  But  of  all  that 
might  have  been  we  knew  nothing, — no  more  than  if  our 
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habitation  were  in  another  planet!  When  a mail  and 
newspapers,  with  letters  and  despatches,  tardily  arrived, — 
it  was  as  if  the  cloud  and  vapours  which  surround  a 
traveller  lost  on  some  high  mountain  range  were  suddenly 
rent  asunder,  displaying  a moving  world  of  life  and  action 
at  his  feet, — whei  e before  all  was  stillness  and  solitude.  It 
was  to  waken  from  a long  trance,  and  then  only,  to  hear 
all  that  had  been  said  and  done  in  the  interval  of  total 
unconsciousness,  however  nearly  it  may  have  concerned 
him.  In  a word,  it  was  to  receive  a page  tom  out  of  tlie 
history  of  the  world,  a fragment  telling  of  changes  of 
empire  and  destinies  — changes  of  all  things,  great  and 
small,  which  make  up  the  sum  of  national  and  individual 
life,  that  had  happened  in  some  distant  period, — while 
all  knowledge  was  denied  of  events  taking  place  in  the 
interval,  and  fdling  up  the  space  between  the  two.  In 
these  days  of  rapid  and  certain  communiaition, — of 
railway  travelling,  and  electric  telegraphs,  — there  is 
something  especially  tantalising  and  trying  in  this  forced 
ignorance  of  all  that  is  — this  dwelling  on  a past  which 
always  seems  remote,  and  never  can  be  linked  on  to 
the  present. 

There  are  days  when,  in  spite  of  some  active  occupa- 
tion and  study,  one  feels  that  to  take  office  in  a country 
so  isolated  from  the  rest  of  the  world,  and  so  distant, — is 
to  descend  alive  into  a sepulchre  of  the  dead.  Iluman 
beings  there  are  about  you — there  is  no  stint  as  to  their 
number  — but  the  touch  of  sympathy  which  miikes  ‘ the 
whole  world  kin  ’ is  wanting.  As  a man  never  feels  more 
alone  than  when  the  sense  of  loneliness  comes  upon  him 
in  a crowd, — so  in  this  wilderness  of  hving  men,  the 
foreigner  is  too  entirely  a stranger,  and  too  absolutely  re- 
pudiated as  having  anything  in  common  with  the  natives, 
to  feel  otherwise  than  banishetl,  and  exiled  fi'om  all  social 
intercourse.  There  is  no  interchange  of  ideas,  no  intel- 
lectual" exercise ; no  common  language, — and  the  tra- 
ditional policy  of  exclusion  and  isolation  still  prevailing, 
renders  all  these  — impossibilities. 
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The  little  intercourse  foreigners  can  hold  for  the  first 
years  in  a country  like  Japan,  while  labouring  to  acquire 
the  colloquial  language,  mu.st  be  through  some  half-dozen 
interpreters,  who  have  acquired  a more  or  less  imperfect 
knowledge  of  Dutch.  The  hostibty  of  the  Daimios  and 
governing  powers  will  long  continue  to  suscitate  acts  of 
violence ; and  ever  recurring  occasions  of  petty  annoy- 
ance or  impertinence  — with  a systematic  plan  of  extor- 
tion and  enormous  lying,  by  all  the  officials  who  surround 
the  foreign  missions,  and  the  tradesmen  they  allow  to 
approach.  Soon  after  we  were  domiciled,  I came  to  the 
conclusion  that  this  must  be  a cheap  country.  We  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  evidences  of  this,  without  its  availing 
much  to  save  our  pockets.  A picul  of  fine  rice  (130  lbs.) 
could  be  bought  for  a dollar  and  a half ; six  or  eight 
fowls  for  the  same  price.  Fish,  on  tlie  other  hand,  was 
unaccountably  dear,  although  the  large  bay  is  always 
covered  with  fishing-boats.  It  is  true,  the  population 
may  be  great  in  proportion,  but  the  fact  cannot  account 
for  the  extravagant  prices  we  were  made  to  pay.  Of  the 
systematic  extortion  to  which  we  were  subjected,  indeed, 
each  day  brought  some  new  evidence. 

The  first  month  was  gliding  silently  away,  when  one  day 
I determined  to  penetrate  into  the  great  commercial  centre 
of  the  city,  where  they  had  several  times  assaulted 
foreigners,  and  Lord  Elgin  himself  had  been  pelted ; — in 
order  to  be  able  to  judge,  and,  if  need  be,  to  speak  from 
personal  observation.  As  the  distance  was  great,  and  the 
weather  hot,  I sent  word  to  the  Japanese  officers  on  service 
in  the  morning,  to  procure  a good  boat,  with  four  or  six 
rowers ; and  to  accompany  me,  that  the  inhabitants  might 
see  a foreigner’s  right  to  go  there  unmolested,  was  incontest- 
able. When  the  hour  came,  and  it  was  too  late  to  make 
other  arrangements,  I found  an  open  boat  with  no  seat 
or  awning,  exposed  to  the  blaze  of  the  sun,  and  two 
rowers  only,  one  a miserable  old  man  of  sixty  or  seventy. 
This  was  either  a piece  of  dehberate  impertinence,  to 
punish  me  for  objecting  to  their  extortionate  practices,  or 
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an  official  manoeuvre  to  deter  me  from  going  at  all.  On  my 
.sharply  remonstrating,  they  uttered  only  a few  nonchalant 
excuses,  which  were  palpable  lies  : such  as  that  ‘no  covered 
boat  came  out  of  the  liver,’  though  we  met  several  within 
an  hour.  I did  not  choose,  however,  to  forego  the  expe- 
dition, and  so  we  proceeded.  Great  crowds  met  us  on  land- 
ing, and  followed  us  with  a boisterous  sort  of  hilarity. — 
nothing  really  offensive,  or  hostile  in  appearance,  however. 
Once  only  a piece  of  dried  mud  was  thrown,  as  we  were 
standing  outside  a shop.  In  pa.ssing  under  the  bridges,  we 
saw  they  were  packed  with  a dense  mass  of  people.  They 
offered  no  insult,  but  there  Avas  a good  deal  of  shouting 
and  hootmg, — which  was  certainly  not  intended  to  be 
either  respectM  or  complimentary.  We  went  into  some 
of  the  shops,  and  bought  some  lacquer  ware  — after 
some  bargaining,  though  the  greater  part  Avas  cheap 
enough.  So  that  mere  material,  and  labour  too,  mtist 
be  cheap.  It  was  the  venality  of  the  Officials  and  Com- 
pradors about  us  that  alone  made  things  dear.  One 
instance  among  a thousand  may  suffice  as  an  example 
of  the  wholesale  plundering  to  which  we  were  exposed 
— by  autliority.  I had  ordered  a wash-hand-stand  of 
common  wood,  for  which  the  Comprador  had  the  modesty 
to  charge  nine  itziboos.  I cut  it  down  to  five,  which 
he  protested  against  most  vehemently;  and  soon  after, 
I found  that  one  of  my  attaches  had  got  a better  one 
made  for  three ! 

Another  day  I Avas  trying  horses,  and  two  or  three, 
likely  animals  enough,  Avere  brought.  I chose  a bay, 
about  fourteen  hands,  rising  six  years,  with  a good  head, 
neck,  and  fore  quarters ; but  rather  falling  off  behind,  and 
with  hoofs  somewhat  contracted  for  the  size  of  the  animal. 
A Avalk,  an  amble,  and  a canter  I got  out  of  him,  but 
nothmg  deserving  the  name  of  a trot.  As  I have  said, 
it  being  considered  vulgar,  in  Japan,  to  put  your  horse 
out  of  a walking  pace,  their  animals  are  never  lunged,  or 
taught  to  step  out.  They  are  aU  entire  horses ; there  are 
no  geldings,  and  the  mares  seem  only  kept  for  breeding. 
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I gave  thirty-five  kobangs,  about  10/. — not  an  exorbitant 
price  in  itself — but  to  a Japanese  it  would  certainly  have 
been  one  half  less ; and,  indeed,  a cob  pony,  of  the  same 
character,  could  be  purchased  in  many  parts  of  England 
for  that  sum.  My  groom,  however,  a fine  stalwart  man, 
who  belonged  formerly  to  a Governor  of  Simoda,  was 
very  urgent  in  his  recommendation  to  buy,  impatient  to 
be  installed  in  his  vocation  — and  possibly  had  his  own 
interest  in  the  bargain ; — but  as  he  seemed  an  able- 
bodied  serviceable  fellow,  and  had  moreover  been  taught 
by  the  Americans  how  to  shoe  a horse,  instead  of  the 
device  of  muffling  their  feet  in  straw-sbppers — I closed 
the  bargain,  as  much  to  secure  the  man  as  the  horse.  A 
Japanese  stable,  built  under  his  superintendence,  pre- 
sented some  striking  features  of  contrast  with  ours.  In 
the  first  place,  the  horse’s  head  was  where  his  tail  would 
be  in  an  EngUsh  stable,  — that  is,  facing  the  entrance. 
It  certainly  seems  a much  more  rational  thing,  to  be 
able  to  go  up  to  your  hoise’s  head,  when  he  has  an 
opportunity  of  recognising  you,  rather  than  to  his  heels, 
with  a preliminary  chance  of  a kick  and  a broken  leg. 
Then  they  have  no  fixed  mangers,  but  hang  their  food 
from  the  roof  in  a bucket.  When  not  eating,  however, 
their  head  is  often  tied  up  rather  above  the  level  of  the 
neck,  without  any  freedom  or  power  of  moving  from  right 
to  left,  merely  to  keep  them  quiet,  which  is  great  cruelty, 
and  all  to  save  a lazy  groom  the  trouble  of  cleaning  them 
if  they  lie  down. 

And  so  flittetl  and  passed  away  the  first  month  of  our 
residence  in  Yeddo. 


Digitized  by  Google 


166 


THREE  YEARS  IN  JAPAN. 


Chap.  VIII. 


CHAPTER  Vm. 

THE  JAPANESE  LANGUAGE FIRST  LESSONS  IN  GRAMMAR  AND 

SPEAKING. 

OUR  want  of  all  knowledge  of  the  Japanese  language 
was  the  first  great  barrier  to  any  satisfactory  pro- 
gress in  our  relations  with  the  country ; and  as  two 
young  student  interpretei’s  had  been  attached  to  the 
Mission,  my  first  care  was  to  set  them  to  work ; and  to 
see  if  I myself  could  aid,  by  spelling  out  something  as  to 
the  construction  of  the  language.  With  the  aid  of  the 
Japanese  official  attached  to  the  Legation  as  an  Interpreter, 
who  I found  had  some  smattering  of  Dutch  grammar,  I 
began  without  loss  of  time. 

I probably  should  have  hesitated,  had  I foreseen  all  the 
laboim  it  would  entail,  even  to  produce  the  most  ele- 
mentary work ; but  patience  and  perseverance  will  over- 
come many  difficulties,  and  so  it  was  finished,  and  printed 
at  last.  I preserved  some  notes  of  my  earlier  efibrts,  when, 
in  the  mornings,  we  were  all  collected  round  the  Uible, 
and  our  unfortimate  teacher  in  the  midst  (with  a Yakonin 
and  an  Ometski  in  the  background,  to  see  we  hatched  no 
treason  against  the  State),  bewildered  and  sore  tlistraught, 
under  a searching  cross-fire  of  questions  for  equivalents  to 
English  parts  of  speech.  A quiet  much-enduring  man  was 
Matabe ; but  he  sometimes  used  to  put  his  head  on  one 
side,  while  his  fingers  sought  in  vain  to  stimulate  the 
brain  beneath,  to  furnish  the  required  ideas  by  gentle  and 
continual  friction  over  the  shaven  crown, — and  look  the 
veiy  picture  of  bewilderment  and  miserj’' ! 

No  general  reader  will  ever  look  at  the  grammar,  with 
its  mixture  of  fact  and  speculation,  which  was  the  final 
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result  of  this  long  torture,  renewed  day  after  day  for 
eighteen  months.  And  yet  there  is  much  to  interest  even 
the  most  casual  student,  in  the  characteristics  of  every 
language  ; and  as  the  Japanese  has  been  hitherto  a sealed 
lx)ok  to  Europeans,  I will  try  to  give  some  account 
of  the  sort  of  discoveries  wrmig  out  of  poor  Matabd  on 
these  long  summer  mornings, — and  any  other  victims  I 
succeeded  in  getting  under  the  same  harrows.  Many  of 
these  were  interesting,  a.s  throwing  some  reflected  light 
on  the  habits  of  thought  ^nd  action  of  the  race  by  whom 
it  was  framed,  and  the  people  to  who.se  daily  wants  it 
had  been  moulded. 

If  books  are  the  transcripts  of  national  taste,  as  has 
been  not  unaptly  said,  much  more  may  a language  be 
considered  a true  mirror  of  the  national  character.  Of 
especial  interest  are  the  questions  involved  in  the  use  of  a 
borrowed  hieroglyphic  language  in  Japan,  and  the  spon- 
taneous adoption  at  a later  period  of  a phonetic  system, 

, without  the  latter  displacing  the  former.  The  Japanese 
/j  are  the  only  nation,  as  I observed  in  the  preface  to  the 
grammar,  who,  so  far  as  is  known,  ever  frankly  adopted 
SIS  their  own,  and  at  one  effort,  a language  and  a literature, 
together  with  a whole  system  of  morals  and  etliics,  from 
a neighbouring  people  (in  many  respects  essentially  dif- 
ferent), without  any  pressure  from  conquest; — and  while 
in  pos.session  of  a civilisation  of  rival  pretensions,  a 
marked  nationality,  and  a strongly  developed  spirit  of 
independence.  Yet  such  seems  to  have  been  the  fact 
beyond  a doubt  Altliough  the  relations  of  China  with 
Japan  have  often  been  hostile,  and  no  approach  to 
fusion  has  ever  taken  place  between  the  two  nations,  the 
Japanese  did  adopt,  at  some  distant  period,  now  unknown, 
the  system  of  writing  of  the  Cliinese.  And  although  the 
Japanese  invented  for  themselves  long  subsequently  a 
system  of  phonetic  symbols,  consisting  of  a syllabary,  or 
alphabet  of  forty-seven  letters,  which,  with  the  addition 
of  certain  accents,  suffices  to  convey  all  the  sounds  in  the 
language  — and  notwithstanding  it  has  been  in  general 
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use  now  some  eight  centuries,  they  have  not  relinquished 
the  hieroglyphic  written  language  adopted  from  the 
Chinese.  So  the  two  languages  and  systems  of  writing 
exist  side  by  side  to  this  day. 

Indeed,  they  seem  fond  of  duplicates  in  aU  things. 
Something  of  a dual  principle  we  know  enters  into  man’s 
organisation  and  pervades  aU  nature,  but  in  the  Japanese 
idiosyncrasy  this  seems  to  find  a more  elaborate  develope- 
ment  than  elsewhere.  If  it  be  true,  as  a learned  physician 
has  maintained,*  that  we  all  have  two  perfect  brains  en- 
closed in  our  skulls,  as  we  have  two  eyes  and  two  ears  on 
the  outside ; each  capable  of  performing  all  the  functions 
of  both  combined, — and  even  capable  of  carrying  on  in- 
dependent trains  of  thought  simultaneously ; — it  would 
seem  the  Japanese  duality  of  brains  has  been  productive 
of  all  sorts  of  binary  combinations  and  devices  running 
through  and  duplicating  as  it  were,  all  existence,  politicid, 
social,  and  intellectual.  There  is  no  dealing  wdth  a single 
agent  in  Japan — from  the  sovereign  to  the  postman,  they 
all  run  in  couples.  Yqu  ask  for  your  interpreter,  and 
finding  him  long  in  coming,  you  demand  the  reason,  and 
receive  for  conclusive  answer,  that  ‘ He  could  not  come 
without  his  shadow!’  If  the  objection  strikes  you  as 
singular  or  novel,  it  is  explained  that  his  shadow  is  an 
‘ omet^ky’  literally,  the  ‘ eye  that  sees  through’ — in  plain 
English,  a spy,  without  whom  it  is  not  safe  for  him  to 
enter  on  the  performance  of  his  functions ; for  the 
‘ ometsky  ’ is  supposed  to  be  a witness  to  the  loyalty  of 
his  action. 

We  may  take  as  a farther  illustration  of  the  peculiari- 
ties of  Japanese  cliaracter,  the  grammatical  fact  that  their 
nouns  have  no  genders.  Neither  have  the  Japanese,  pro- 
perly sjieaking,  any  definite  article. 

The  absence  of  genders  to  their  nouns ; and  of  per- 
sonal pronouns,  to  express  any  diflerence  between  he,  she, 
and  it,  noticeable  in  their  grammar,  seems  to  be  carried 
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into  practice  oddly  enough  in  tlieir  custom  of  public 
baths  for  both  sexes ; and  in  their  daily  life  in  other  ways. 
Whether  so  strange  a reversal  of  all  our  ideas  of  propriety 
is  attended  in  Japan  with  any  of  the  conseciuences  that 
would  unavoidably  attach  in  Europe  to  such  habits,  we  are 
not  yet,  perhaps,  sufficiently  conversant  with  the  people,  or 
their  social  life,  to  say  with  confidence.  What  we  do  know, 
certainly  does  not  justify  our  jumping  to  a condemnatory 
conclusion.  It  is  very  difficult  to  form  an  opinion  of 
the  morality  of  one  people  by  reference  to  the  manners 
and  standard  of  another.  The  Turks  think  it  a reproach 
for  women  to  be  seen  out  of  their  harems ; and  even 
the  lower  classes  regard  the  unveiling  of  the  face  as 
a shameless  and  indecent  act,  associating  with  it  cor- 
resjKinding  ideas  of  immorality.  Singularly  enough,  we 
seem  to  have  some  traces  of  this  conception  in  our  own 
vernacular,  by  the  term  ‘ barefaced,'  when  we  wish  to 
express  a similar  reproach  of  shamelessness.  An  Arab 
woman  wears  a single  vest  open  to  the  waist,  but  carefully 
shrouds  her  face  from  view.  The  Chinese,  on  the  other 
side  of  Asia,  expose  the  face  without  reserve,  and  paint 
it  too,  to  be  admired ; but  are  scmpulous  in  covering  the 
neck  as  high  as  the  throat;  while  they  very  certainly 
regard  the  low  dress  of  European  ladies,  their  dancing  in 
pubhc  with  their  male  acquaintances,  and  indeed  our 
whole  system  of  dre.ss  and  social  intercoui’se ; — as  the 
most  shocking  departure  from  all  the  rules  of  propriety 
and  decency  which  the  imagination  of  man  or  woman 
could  invent  1 

Reverting  to  their  grammar,  w'e  find  in  respect  to  the 
pei-sonal  pronouns  another  interesting  fact,  namely,  that, 
although  not  wholly  wanting,  they  are  rarely  used. 
Nouns,  with  various  significations  of  honour  or  self- 
abasement,  almost  invariably  supply  their  place.  Thus 
in  practice,  if  not  in  theory,  they  hardly  exist.  We  are 
not  surprised,  therefore,  to  find  that  there  is  a bewildering 
variety  in  the  modes  of  expressing  tlie  important  word 
/ in  Japanese,  and  scarcely  less  for  all  the  other  persons. 
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Thou,  and  he,  and  she,  with  their  plurals,  consequently 
become  formidable  entities,  requiring  careful  approach 
and  long  study.  I gave  a table  of  six  or  seven  forms  for 
each,  as  the  lowest  number  for  the  student  to  begin  with ; — 
warning  all  comers,  at  the  same  time,  that  there  are  still 
many  additional  forms  to  be  acquired,  and  that  no  more 
grievous  solecism  in  manners  can  be  committed  among 
the  Japanese,  than  wrongly  to  apply  either  the  terms  of 
due  humility  in  the  speaker  designating  himself,  or  of 
honour  to  the  person  addressed ; each  variation  in  rank, 
age,  and  sex,  demanding  the  use  of  some  different  form 
of  speech ! This  is  rather  startling  intelligence  to  begin- 
ners ; but  if  such  be  the  fact,  it  is  better  to  know  the 
whole  truth  at  once,  than  to  go  blundering  on  in  the 
dark.  Thus,  to  take  an  example  of  the  ingenuity  exer- 
cised by  the  Japanese  in  the  invention  of  terms  of  honour 
or  abasement  which  supply  the  place  of  personal  pro- 
nouns — for  the  most  part  pure  circumlocutions  and  para- 
phrases to  avoid  a personal  appellative  or  designating 
pronoun  — we  find  one  of  the  terms  for  /,  speaking 
humbly  as  to  a superior,  is  Ternaie,  literally,  ‘ the  person 
who  is  before  your  hand.’  Watakooshi,  another  term 
for  I — means,  literally,  ‘ something  private,’  an  egoism, 
something  pertaining  to  the  /.  Again,  Anatta,  ‘ Thou,'  is 
a word  literally  signifying  ‘ your  side.’  So,  in  speaking 
of  ladies  or  women,  onago  donw  may  be  used  correctly, 
to  designate  those  of  a man’s  own  household,  but  if  ap- 
pUed  to  any  other,  the  expression  would  be  a gross  affront 
— do  mo  being  the  plural  adjunct,  implying  "humility  and 
relative  lowness  of  rank,  while  onago,  the  term  for  a lady 
or  female,  is  not  sufficiently  honorific  to  be  used  in  speak- 
ing of  others.  Both  have  consequently  to  be  changed  ; 
the  affi.x  gata  must  then  lie  used  for  the  plural,  and  Ro- 
dion for  the  noun ; whereas  among  women  and  children, 
and  spetiking  of  each  other,  the  terminal  would  be  tatsi, 
or  tatdii,  and  then  the  phrase  might  run  Onago  tatchi,  or 
JiK’hou-gata,  and  if  it  was  meant  to  designate  young  ladies, 
Musoome  tatchi. 
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We  see  in  all  this,  first,  a strange  proneness  to  self- 
abasement,  a certain  absence  of  individualism  and  self- 
assertion,  which,  on  the  other  hand,  is  very  much  opposed 
to  some  of  their  national  characteristics.  A Japanese  is 
proud  of  his  race  and  nation,  stands  much  on  his  personal 
dignity,  and  is  very  sensitive  to  any  indignity  or  affront 
put  upon  him  by  the  neglect  or  refusal  to  render  all  that 
custom  and  etiquette  prescribe.  That  they  should  be  a 
ceremonious  and  punctilious  people  follows  as  a matter  of 
course, — for  just  in  proportion  as  they  are  conscious  of 
sensitiveness  on  these  points,  is  their  scrupulousness  in 
avoiding  any  provocation  or  ground  of  offence  to  others. 
Indeed,  to  such  a pitch  do  they  carry  this,  that  no  eques- 
trian statue  is  permitted, — so  at  least  they  say  themselves, 
— because  it  would  wound  the  dignity  of  any  one  entitled 
to  marks  of  respect  to  pass  in  the  street,  or  to  meet  in  a 
house,  a person  riding^  even  in  bronze,  while  the  other  was 
on  foot!  Thus  none  but  officers,  and  not  all  thase,  are 
allowed  to  ride  ; and  if  a Daimio  (or  Prince)  is  met,  they 
must  dismount  until  he  passes.  Nor  are  the.se  uimnportant 
distinctions,  for  they  have  much  to  do  with  the  hostility 
of-  all  the  ruhng  classes  to  foreigners  passing  along  their 
roads  and  streets,  especially  on  horseback; — beciiuse,  in  the 
first  place,  it  is,  according  to  Japanese  etiquette,  an  a.ssump- 
tion  of  superiority,  and  in  the  next  place,  no  Daimio,  how- 
ever high,  can  compel  a foreigner  to  dismount  and  do  him 
obeisance.  Hence  they  tried  to  close  the  road  to  foreign- 
ers between  Yeddo  and  the  port  of  Kanagawa,  and  various 
unpleasant  rencontres  have  taken  place,  when  members  of 
the  different  Legations  have  had  to  pass  a Japanese  noble 
with  a retinue  * of  retainers.  Indeed,  in  the  history  of  the 

• There  can  be  no  doubt  that  one,  and  not  the  least  important  or  influ- 
ential, of  the  many  causes  of  ho.stility  in  the  privilefred  classes,  lies  here. 
The  lowly  obeisance  of  the  unprivileged  (consisting  of  all  the  mass  of  the 
population)  is  at  once  flattering  to  their  pride  and  essential  to  their 
supremacy'.  Whatever  calls  either  the  one  or  the  other  in  question  must  bo, 
not  only  a strong  incitement  to  hostile  feeling,  but  a source  of  danger ; for 
the  public  demonstration  of  independence  in  the  foreigner,  aims  a fatal  blow 
at  both.  The  Japanese  merchant  or  shopkeeper  who  bends  his  head  to  the 
dust  when  a two-sworded  offlcial  passes,  rises  with  a feeling  of  shame  and 
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edicts  expelling  all  foreigners  and  extenninating  aU  Cliris- 
tian  converts  in  the  seventeenth  century,  one  of  the  first 
provocations  is  said  to  have  arisen  from  such  an  incident, — 
a Portuguese  Bishop  meeting  a high  officer  of  the  Tycoon, 
and  ‘ not  rendering  the  usual  obeisance,’ — in  other  words, 
getting  out  of  the  Norimon  and  on  his  knees  bowing  his' 
head  to  the  dust ! This  is  often  quoted  as  an  evidence  of 
the  pride  and  arrogance  of  the  priests,  but  very  absurdly. 

It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  there  is  a great  ffind  of  pre- 
tension at  the  bottom  of  all  these  periphrases  of  self-abase- 
ment, which  seem  only  so  pimctiliously  adhered  to,  that 
each  may  be  sure  in  turn  of  having  the  like  rendered 
back  to  him  with  interest,  in  terms  of  honour  and  exalta- 
tion when  addressed  by  others.  It  is  a common  observa- 
tion that  the  most  punctilious  and  ceremonious  people  — 
nations  or  individuals  — are  also  the  proudest  and  most 
tenacious  of  rank  and  observance  in  their  own  case.  So, 
although  grammarians  may  find  difficulty  in  disinterring 
and  separating  from  tliese  euphuisms  and  circumlocutions 
distinctive  personal  pronouns  — yeti  hesitate  to  join  in 
the  conclusion,  somewhat  rashly  drawn  perliaps,  that  there 
is  no  individual  hberty  among  the  Japanese,  and  that  their 
laws, — and  the  mixed  feudal  and  despotic  nature  of  their 
government,  imperatively  require  the  utter  renunciation 
of  all  individuality  and  rights  attaching  to  it  Something 
of  this  may  be  true,  without  by  any  means  justifying  the 
more  sweeping  deduction. 

The  spoken  language,  except  in  these  particulai's,  and 
in  the  complicated  construction  of  their  verbs,  presents  no 
sei  ious  difficulties  to  the  learner.  In  pronunciation,  none., 
in  comparison  'with  the  Chinese ; for  the  system  of  intona- 
tion, in  eight  modidations,  any  one  of  which  may  entirely 

self-abasement  in  the  presence  of  a foreigner  who  is  exempt.  Pride, 
privileges,  and  political  power,  are  all  involved,  therefore,  in  this  question, 
which,  at  first  sight,  appears  only  one  of  puerile  form  or  etiquette.  Only 
recently  a fatal  rencontre  has  taken  place  on  the  high  road  between  Kana- 
gawa  and  the  capital,  in  which  one  of  a party  of  English  taking  a ride  was 
killed  by  the  followers  of  some  Daimio  wmose  cortege  they  were  passing  on 
horseback.  And  it  may  truly  be  said  that  no  such  cortege  is  ever  met  by 
Foreigners  without  danger  to  life. 
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alter  the  sense,  is  unknown  in  Japan.  Nor  are  there  any 
guttural  or  difficult  sounds,  if  we  except  the  semi-liquid 
sound  given  to  the  r ; neither  I nor  r,  but  sometliing  be- 
tween both.  The  Malay  has  sometimes  been  described 
as  the  Itahan  of  the  East ; but  the  Japanese,  with  all  its 
soft  and  liquid  sounds,  has  still  better  pretensions  to  be  so 
considered. 

But  once  we  come  to  the  written  language,  the  diffi- 
culties accumulate.  They  have  three  modes  or  systems 
of  writing.  The  first  consists  in  the  use  of  the  Chinese 
characters,  the  second  and  third  in  the  two  alphabets 
known  as  the  Katagana  and  the  Hiragana.  But  this 
goes  a very  little  way  towards  exhausting  the  sub- 
ject. The  Japanese  have,  unfortunately  for  European 
students,  many  different  methods  of  writing  the  Chinese 
characters,  and  worse  still,  a habit  of  mingling  all  the 
different  modes  in  the  same  page.  Thus  to  begin  with 
the  Chinese,  or  rather  the  nearest  approach  they  make 
to  it,  there  are  three  modes  of  writing  even  the  square 
character.  The  first , is  called  the  Kaisho  {kai  ‘ care  ’) 
style,  and  is  only  commonly  used  in  poetry  and  printed 
books.  The  second,  the  Giosho  (y m ‘ action  ’ or  ‘ going 
out  ’),  is  the  style  of  official  letters  and  despatches.  The 
third  or  Sosho  (so  ‘ grass  ’ or  ‘ herb  ’)  is  for  familiar  cor- 
respondence between  equals.  The  differences  are  not  so 
great,  but  that  the  character  in  each  may  generally  be 
deciphered  without  much  difficulty  by  any  one  very 
familiar  with  the  fii-st;  although  the  difference,  in  the 
Sosho,  is  sometimes  so  essential  as  to  make  them  alto- 
gether unrecognisable.  Nor  has  it  been  found  possible 
to  ascertain  any  rules  by  which  these  interpolations  of 
different  systems  are  made.  Sometimes,  especially  if 
foreign  proper  names  are  expressed,  the  Katagana  cha- 
racters are  used.  This  is  easily  understood,  as  it  is  an 
attempt  simply  to  convey  the  pronunciation  of  the  foreign 
word.  But  as  if  to  acx'umulate  perplexities  and  baffle 
beginners,  a farther  habit  prevails  of  using  the  ideo- 
graphic characters  in  a sentence,  sometimes  according  to 
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the  meaning  or  idea  to  be  conveyed,  and  at  others  merely 
as  phonetic  signs.  Lastly,  although  they  have  adopted 
the  whole  Chinese  collection  of  characters,  and  learned  to 
attach  to  each  the  ideas  belonging  to  them  in  China,  the 
construction  of  sentences  is  often  so  completely  different 
according  to  the  genius  of  the  Japanese  language,  that  it 
is  difficidt  for  a Chinese  to  read  a book  ^vTitten  by 
Japanese  in  the  Chinese  character,  so  as  fully  to  under- 
stand every  sentence  ; nor  can  the  Japanese  read  Chinese 
books,  although  the  contrary  has  been  very  confidently 
asserted.  This  is  not  to  assert  that  no  Japanese  ever 
acquires  the  power  of  reading  Cliinese  works  ; but  simply 
that  he  can  only  have  done  so  by  a special  study  of 
Chinese  ^vith  that  view,  which  appears  to  be  far  from 
common ; and  not  naturally  as  the  result  of  his  habitually 
employing  the  Chinese  character  in  writing  Ja|mnese. 
All  Chine.‘;e  is  not  unintelligible  to  Japanese,  and  vice 
versA.  The  common  signboards  are  readable  by  both, 
when  the  Cliinese  character  is  used  ; so  are  many  simple 
jihrascs.  Some  among  their  learned  read  the  Chinc>se 
Classics,  the  four  Books,  «&c.,  as  they  are  written ; but 
copies  are  prepared  for  more  general  use,  in  which 
the  neces.sary  transpositions  are  made,  and  it  becomes  a 
translation  rather  than  the  original  work. 

With  these  observations  it  will  be  clear  that  only  those 
who  have  ample  leisure,  with  years  before  them,  can  hope 
to  obtain  any  mastery  of  the  icritten  language  of  the 
Japanese,  in  its  Chinese  form.  Even  with  great  ajiplica- 
tion  and  peculiar  aptitude,  it  must  necessarily  be  a very 
laborious  undertaking ; a more  arduous  task  even  than 
acquiring  the  original  Chinese;  for  in  China  there  is  no 
mixture  of  styles  of  writing  ever  admitted  into  printed 
works,  and  very  rarely  any  deviation  from  the  .stereotyped 
forms  in  official  correspondence.  Still  less  are  the  cha- 
racters used,  sometimes  for  sound  and  sometimes  for 
ideas; — although  liereand  there,  as  every  Chinese  student 
knows,  a character  is  occasionally  introduced,  especially 
at  the  end  of  a sentence,  merely  for  euphony.  The 
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cursive  writing  of  the  Chinese  is,  indeed,  a puzzling 
style ; and  it  is  doubtful  if  any  European  has  ever 
mastered  it  * ; but  neither  is  it  very  essential,  since  it  is 
never  employed  m official  documents  or  printed  works. 
These  remarks,  however,  as  to  the  difficulty  of  the  task, 
neither  apply  to  the  spoken  language,  nor  to  the  two 
phonetic  systems  of  writing.  Each  of  these  seem  fairly 
attainable,  by  the  same  amount  of  diligence  which  would 
be  required  for  the  acquisition  of  European  languages. 
As  to  the  writing  in  these  two  modes,  by  the  use  of  the 
Katagana  and  Hiragana  characters,  no  more  seems  neces- 
sary than  the  knowledge  of  two  alphabets ; the  one  per- 
fectly easy  and  simple,  consisting  of  forty-seven  letters 
only,  not  difficult  to  write,  and  as  clear  and  invariable  as 
the  Eoman  letters;  while  the  Hiragana  (with  all  its 
■ varieties  of  form,  and  farther  mutations,  by  the  cha- 
racters being  connected  and  run  into  each  other  so  as  to 
form  words)  does  not  really  present  many  more  combina- 
tions than  the  German  and  Gothic  texts  and  our  own 
current  styles,  which  a few  days  or  weeks’  study  renders 
familiar.  It  is  not  more  than  the  learning  of  the  two 
hundred  and  fourteen  Chinese  radicals,  or  alphabet  of 
that  language,  which  is  only  the  first  initiatory  step  ! To 
anyone  who  has  ever  contemplated  the  study  of  the 
Chinese  language,  the  task  of  acquiring  Japanese  with 
two  comparatively  simple  systems  of  phonetic  characters, 
will  seem  very  light ; and  he  will  be  disposed  to  regard 
the  result  without  fear  or  misgiving. 

That  there  are  differences  of  style  and  of  idiom  between 
the  written  and  the  spoken  language,  is  undoubted,  in 
this  as  in  every  other  language,  and  there  are  varieties 
of  style  according  to  the  subject ; but  this  does  not  con- 
stitute three  dialects^  still  less  so  many  languages. 

• 

• Some  few  of  our  best  linguists,  who  began  tbe  study  of  Chinese  at  a 
very  early  ago,  may  decipher  or  even  write  it,  more  or  less  imperfectlv ; 
but  I have  never  seen  any  of  them  got  through  the  ta.sk  with  case : on  tke 
contrary,  it  seems  open  to  the  same  objoetion  as  Jeffrey's  band,  which  he 
declared  to  be  ‘ voiy  easy  writing’ — ‘Yes,’  answered  his  correspondent, 
‘ but  it  is  d hard  reading  ! ’ 
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Rodriguez,  in  referring  to  the  curious  inversion  of 
order,  which  exists  in  the  Japanese  construction  of  sen- 
tences compared  with  the  Chinese,  seems  more  at  home 
than  in  the  construction  of  the  verbs,  and  brings  out  the 
contrast  very  clearly  ; although  it  may  be  early  for  any 
European  student  to  pronounce  an  independent  opinion  as 
to  its  correctness.  In  Cliincse,  he  says,  a sentence  ordi- 
narily begins  with  a participle,  signifymg  opposition  if 
there  be  any,  then  the  negatives,  and  afterwards  those 
terms  which  mark  the  tense  and  mood  ; the  verb  follows, 
and,  last  of  all,  the  word  governed.  The  Japanese  adopt  in 
their  language  a reversed  order ; the  case  governed  by  the 
verb  comes  first ; then  the  verb  followed  by  the  indications 
of  mood  and  tense,  and  the  parts  marking  opposition  or 
negation  ; and  thus  the  sentence  finishes  where  tlie  Chinese 
begins.  When  the  Japanese  translate  Chinese  into  their 
own  literature,  therefore,  all  the  parts  of  a sentence 
require  often  to  be  completely  transposed,  the  translator 
passing  from  one  to  another  in  search  of  what  generally 
comes  last,  that  he  may  place  it  first ; the  better  to 
convey,  from  the  beginning,  the  purport  of  each  phrase. 

Such  were  my  first  impressions  of  this  rather  intricate 
question ; but  after  two  years’  study,  and  a visit  from  Mr. 
Medhurst,  H.M.’s  Consul  at  Shanghai,  whose  knowledge  of 
the  Chinese  language  is  both  large  and  practical,  some  new 
light  was  thrown  on  the  whole  subject.  Extracts  from  a 
very  interesting  letter,  which  at  my  desire  he  wrote  for 
the  information  of  H.M.’s  Government,  will  be  found  in  the 
appendix.*  I wdll  merely  here  remark  therefore,  that  it 
was  clear  our  student  interpretere  were  at  such  great 
disadvantage  in  attempting  to  master  Japanese  writing 
without  a previoius  knowledge  of  the  Chinese  character 
and  written  language.,  tliat  I determined  at  once  on 
recommending  a change  in  the  course  of  study  for  those 
newly  arriving ; and  urged  that  tliey  should  henceforth 
remain  the  fii'st  two  years  in  China,  and  begin  with  the 
Chinese. 

• See  Note  C,  Appendix. 


Digitized  by  Google 


CuAP.  VII r.  CHIiN'ESE  CHARACTERS.  177 

Wliatevcr  time  might  thus  be  lost  in  the  beginning,  as 
regarded  the  more  special  knowledge  of  the  Japanese, 
written  and  oral,  would  be  richly  compensated  by  the 
certainty  and  rapidity  of  tlieir  progress  on  arriving  in 
Japan,  after  this  preliminary  course,  with  a power  of 
readily  deciphering  the  various  combinations  of  the 
Chinese  character  in  common  use  among  the  Japanese. 

I found,  in  walking  along  the  road  or  througli  the 
streets  with  Mr.  Medhurst,  that  the  usual  notices,  shop- 
boards,  &c.,  were  all  perfectly  intelligible  to  him,  simply 
from  his  knowledge  of  Chinese,  and  the  identity  (in 
many  cases)  both  of  tlie  character  and  idiom  used,  or 
from  the  close  analogy  existing.  The  tea  and  sakd 
shops  are  all  scribbled  over  with  the  words,  in  Chinese 
character,  signifying  ‘ Iloyal  tea,’  ‘ Eoyal  wine,’  ‘ Iloyal 
resting-place;’  the  term  Iloyal  evidently  intended  to 
describe  superiority  or  excellence.  So  of  fruit  shops  it 
was  ‘ Eoyal  fruit,’  — a great  misapplication  of  terms  as 
regards  this  last  article  I protest, — and  with  no  closer 
adherence  to  truth  than  advertisements  usually  exhibit. 
But  often  the  very  terms  used  in  China  for  ‘ fresh  fimit  ’ 
are  employed,  which  may  be  more  veracious.  So  the 
prices  are  indicated  by  Chinese  numerals.  ‘Drugs  are 
distinguished,  as  in  China,  by  a more  flaming  and  elaborate 
sign  than  usual,’  Mr.  Medhurst  remarks,  and  are  de- 
scribed by  the  same  characters  as  in  China.  Advertise- 
ments by  quacks  of  life  pills  are  identical.  So  the  notice 
seen  everywhere  in  China  answering  to  ours  of  ‘commit 
no  nuisance,’  he  found  here  worded  in  the  same  peculiar 
phraseology  which  the  celestials  have  adopted.  Public 
bathing  places  have  two  doors,  side  by  side,  with  the 
notices  ‘men’s  baths  ’ and  ‘ Avomen’s  baths,’  as  in  China ; 
though,  unlike  China,  the  distinction  is  disregarded  and 
quite  superfluous,  as  soon  as  the  doors  are  passed.  Over 
roadway  gates  and  entrances  to  enclosures  which  are 
public  or  imperial  jiroperty,  and.  over  particular  bridges, 
he  observed  the  same  characters  which  in  China  hint 
‘ the  necessity  of  dismounting  from  chair  or  horse  whilst 
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treading  sacred  ground.’  lie  even  observed,  one  day, 
ill  the  main  street  of  Yeddo,  a plank  stuck  up  by  the 
workmen  in  front  of  a portion  of  road  under  repair,  with 
a notice  in  Chinese  ‘ to  pass  by  on  the  other  side.’  These 
furnislied  such  an  amount  of  cumulative  evidence  of  the 
use  of  genuine  Chinese,  even  among  the  less  educated,  as 
to  prove  conclusively  the  main  point,  namely,  the  familiar 
use  of  the  Chinese  written  lanffuage  in  common  life.  But 
the  farther  we  proceeded  in  this  enquirj',  the  more  plentiful 
were  the  proofs.  ‘In  books,  maps,  pictures,  and  printed 
publications  of  all  kinds,’  Mr.  Medhuret  reports,  ‘the  use 
of  Chinese  is  quite  as  decided  and  remarkable.’  Cliinese 
prefaces  are  common  in  the  books;  and  the  titles  or 
headings  not  only  of  the  books,  but  of  any  illustrations 
they  conUiin,  are  invariably  in  Chmcse.  The  outer  covers 
of  maps  seem  always  to  be  superscribed  in  Chinese,  and 
every  town  in  the  kingdom  appears  to  have  a distinct 
Chinese  name,  and  it  would  seem,  as  in  China,  apphed  in 
reference  to  the  site  or  some  other  association  connected 
with  it,  the  Japanese  soutid  of  the  character  having  in 
some  cases  the  same  meaning  as  the  characters  themselves 
possess.  ‘Yenldo,’  as  it  is  written  by  the  Japanese,  is 
‘Iliver  Door;’  ‘Yokohama,’  ‘Cross  Shore.’  The  highway 
between  the  two  towns,  ‘East  Sea  Eoad;’  ‘Fusiyama,’ 
‘ Rich  Scholar  Peak  ; ’ and  so  on.  Pictures  which  the 
Japanese  seem  peculiarly  partial  to,  and  they  are  to  be 
met  with  of  every  description  and  price,  have  generally 
Chinese  titles  atUiched.  The  envelopes  of  official  letters 
from  the  Japanese  authorities,  to  the  Legation,  are  all 
superscribed  with  the  Minister’s  title  in  Chinese,  with 
the  single  exception  of  the  translation  for  ‘Plenipoten- 
tiary,’ a term  introduced  originally  by  ilr.  Morrison,  our 
first  Chinese  Secretary  in  China,  but  since  discarded  for 
one  more  correctly  rendering  the  title.  It  may  readily  be 
conceived  with  how  much  interest  I pursued  the  subject, 
by  the  aid  of  Mr.  !Medhurst’s  large  and  familiar  know- 
kslge  of  the  Chinese  language.  Ja|)anese  boys,  we  ascer- 
tiiincsl,  ‘ begin  first  by  learning  the  Chinese  charaeteis,  on 
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which  Other  phonetic  letters  are  founded ; and,  in  doing 
so,  not  only  accustom  themselves  to  the  sight  of  the  rest 
of  the  Chinese  repertory,  more  or  less,  -but  acquire  the 
habit  of  writing  them  with  such  rapidity  and  facility,  that 
eventually  they  learn  to  excel  even  the  Chinese,  in  their 
ability  to  reduce  the  characters  from  the  square  to  the 
cursive  style.’  All  this  tended  to  prove  beyond  question 
the  expediency,  if  not  the  necessity,  of  commencing  with 
Chinese  as  the  foundation.  The  whole  document  will  be 
found  full  of  interest,  and  well  to  repay  perusal,  by  any- 
one concerned  in  tracing  the  curious  analogy  and  con- 
nection existing  between  the  two  languages. 

Among  the  characteristic  peculiarities  of  the  language, 
is  the  minute  distinction  and  classification  of  dilTerent 
forms  of  numerals,  according  to  the  object.  There 
is  first  a eardinal  series  of  general  appbeation,  and 
then  the  ordinals,  which  are  divided  into  nearly  as  many 
series  as  there  are  classes  of  objects.  There  is  one 
class  for  all  animals, — except  the  flying  and  swimming 
species,  and  insects.  Another  for  birds,  in  which,  how- 
ever, hares  and  rabbits  are  included  ! A third  for  ships, 
and  junks,  and  boats  ; a fourth  for  liquids  dnmk  with  a 
glass,  as  water,  wine,  tea,  &c.  ; a fifth  for  things  having 
length,  as  trees,  pens,  sticks,  masts,  beams,  radishes,  car- 
rots, fingers,  brooms,  pipes,  &c.,  and  so  on  ad  infinitum ; 
for  after  enumerating  examples  of  fourteen  different  kinds 
or  series  of  numerals,  I gave  it  up  in  despair,  foreseeing 
that  they  would  fill  a volume  by  themselves.  But 
this  is  a fair  illustration  of  the  eminently  straw-splitting 
character  of  the  Japanese,  which  may  be  traced  through 
all  their  laws,  institutions,  and  habits  of  thought.  When 
later,  I was  collecting  objects  for  the  Great  Exhibition, 
the  Japanese  Government  asked  me  to  suggest  some- 
thing they  could  contribute.  Not  wishing  to  involve 
them  in  expense,  — for  which  I was  sure  they  were  not 
prepared, — and  with  little  time  to  spare  before  the  things 
must  be  shipped,  I proposed  specimens  of  all  the  different 
kinds  of  paper  in  common  use.  The  next  week  I 
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received  a large  box,  in  which  were  arranged  no  less  than 
sixty-seven  diflerent  kinds,  with  a description  of  their 
uses,  carried  out  with  such  elaborate  minuteness  of  dis- 
tinctions, and  total  absence  of  all  reserve,  delicacy,  or 
refinement,  as  to  the  details  entered  into  regarding  the 
uses  to  which  each  should  be  applied, — that  I was  com- 
pelled to  revise  the  whole  carefully,  before  it  was  fit  for 
publication, — and  to  exercise  a lai'ge  discretion,  in  the 
way  of  omission. 

If  the  reader  can  fancy  this  microscopic  spirit  of 
analysis  and  division  applied  to  the  verbs  in  the  con- 
struction of  their  language,  my  despair  may  be  conceived 
when,  as  a mere  tjTo  and  a foreigner,  I came  to  the  task 
of  unravelling  their  intricacies,  and  digging  deep  beneath 
the  surface,  overlaid  with  distinctions,  for  the  simple 
elements  and  the  roots.  Many  times  I was  more  than 
half  disposed  to  give  up  the  undertaking  in  utter  hope- 
lessness of  ever  seeing  my  way  to  any  useful  end.  As 
for  Matabd,  I feel  some  compunctious  twinges  of  con- 
science, on  looking  back  at  the  long  hours  of  torture  I 
subjected  him  to  in  the  effort  — utterly  vtdn  and  futile  — 
to  extract  or  pound  out  of  him,  reckless  of  the  cudgelling 
his  brain  required,  any  grammatical  element  it  might 
contain,  transposed  into  the  Dutch  forms.  I sometimes 
wonder  how  he  bore  it,  or  did  not  sink  under  the  process. 
But  I suspect,  that  after  a certain  amount  of  suffering 
each  day, — having  been  endowed  with  a Japanese  supple- 
ness of  nature,  and  conscience, — he  simply  gave  over 
thinking  at  all,  and  let  me  pursue  my  own  vagaries  as  I 
might,  assenting  to  everything, — just  as  an  unhappy 
victim  on  the  rack  reaches  a point  when  all  his  powers 
of  endurance  or  resistance  give  way,  and  he  re-echoes 
whatever  his  tormentoi-s  may  choose  to  dictate  or  suggest ! 
I began  to  understand  how  the  demon  of  pei-secution 
may  have  taken  possession  of  good  and  pious  men  in 
olden  times,  and  converted  them  into  fell  and  heartless 
inquisitors;  — or  how  the  absorbed  artist  struck  a 
dagger  into  his  unfortunate  model,  who  was  tied  on  a 
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cross  to  represent  the  crucifixion, — because  he  failed  to 
yield  the  required  expression  of  agony  in  his  face ! 

Poor  Matabe ! He  was  very  proud,  nevertheless,  when 
all  was  finished,  to  see  liis  name,  in  large  print,  as  having 
lent  important  aid ; but  it  is  very  certain  that  without 
the  more  efficient  assistance  of  the  Abbd  Girard,  a French 
missionary,  who  had  spent  many  years  in  the  Loochoo 
Islands,  studying  the  language,  I should  never  have 
accomplished  the  verbs.  I do  not  know  how  many 
times  they  were  recast,  obliterated,  corrected,  and  re- 
VTTtten  ! I believe  we  all  felt  it  to  be  a subject  of  hearty 
congratulation  when  the  word  finis  was  -written,  and  the 
last  sheet  was  despatched  to  the  printer.  I leave  it  a 
legacy  to  those  who  now  are  students,  — and  to  my  suc- 
cessors in  the  Mission,  to  correct  all  erroi-s,  enlarge  and 
improve  it ; for  all  of  wliich,  I am  convinced,  there  must 
be  great  room.* 

• A Becond  edition  has  since  been  prepared  for  the  press  under  much 
more  favourable  circumstances,  in  which  many  errors  and  omissions  have 
been  rectified,  and  a great  deal  of  new  matter  is  added  in  the  form  of  idio- 
matic dialogues  and  examples. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

JAPAKESE  SAYINGS  AND  DOINGS.* 

A BOOK,  entitled  ‘ Two  Journeys  to  Japan,’  was  about 
this  time  sent  to  me  from  England.  I,  who  was 
only  gleaning  painfully  and  Yvith  difficulty  here  and  there, 
as  fortune  might  aid  me,  a few  stray  ears  of  com  amidst 
a great  deal  of  chaff  floating  about,  read  with  something 
of  envious  amazement  the  startling  incidents  and  strange 
adventures  of  this  doubly  experienced  predecessor  in  the 
same  field.  It  seemed  to  me  almost  doubtful,  at  first, 
whether  this  fortunate  spectator  and  actor  of  marvels 
had  ever  been  in  Japan  — bodily  that  is,  and  not  in 
imagination  onlj^  If  so,  I felt  I ought  to  lay  down  the 
pen  in  despair,  for  I had  not  even  a hope  of  having  any- 
thing half  so  wonderful  to  narrate,  were  my  residence 
in  Japan  to  be  prolonged  a hundrc*d  years  — which 
Heaven  forbid ! Pork  and  tough  fowls  for  meat,  and 
rice  for  vegetables,  eggs  for  milk  (butter  and  milk  being 
both  unknown  luxuries  here),  with  an  occasional  pigeon 
for  entreinet,  may  sujiport  life  even  under  the  barbarous 
handling  of  a Japanese  or  Chinese  cook  — twin  brothers 
in  capacity  and  uistinct ; but  I am  satisfied  there  must  be 


* Tho  pages  forming  tho  ehief  portions  of  this  chapter  were  suggested  in 
part  by  a work  on  Japan  whicli  appeared  soon  after  I tmik  up  nir  residence 
in  the  cmmtn',  entitled  — ‘ Two  Journeys  to  Japan,  by  the  author  of  the 
New  Eldorado,’  in  which  the  writer  recounts  such  mnnellous  adventures 
as  can  seldom  have  fallen  to  tho  lot  of  Paladin  or  Traveller  since  the  days 
of  Memlcz  Pinto.  My  observations  on  things  Japanese,  passing  daily  under 
my  eyes  at  the  time,  very  different  in  kind,  found  their  way  into  the  columns 
of  a lending  journal,  and  as  they  seemed  to  be  read  with  interest  at  the  time, 
and  eralKKlv  much  I should  desire  to  find  place  in  a more  permanent  work,  I 
have  reproduced  them  here,  with  such  modifications  only  as  fidler  knowledge 
naturally  prompted,  to  prevent  erroneous  impressions  being  conveyed. 
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a limit  somewhere  in  sanitary  conditions.  The  total  de- 
privation of  beef  and  mutton  must  in  time  be  a serious 
detriment  to  the  English  constitution.  Eastern  climates, 
and  long  exile  from  all  home  associations,  we  are  brought 
up  to  look  upon,  as  the  natural  incidents  of  people  cribbed 
in  a small  insular  territory,  with  unbounded  dependencies 
beyond  the  seas.  And  it  is  astonishing  with  what  philo- 
sophy we  submit  to  the  inexorable  necessity  which  drives 
so  many  thousands  annually  from  the  parents’  nest ; and 
how  well  we  bear  up  under  the  loss  of  friends  and  rela- 
tions, and  all  the  deprivations  of  social  and  intellectual 
intercourse ! But  have  my  readers  ever  realised  what  it 
is  for  months  or  years  never  to  taste  beef  or  mutton  ? If 
not,  I can  teU  them  the  most  robust  philosophy  quails 
under  such  a prospect — and  I am  sure  the  ‘ natund  ’ term 
of  a man’s  life,  occasionally  so  unfeelingly  dwelt  upon,  when 
a prisoner  is  told  he  shall  be  eternally  banished  to  some 
Norfolk  Island  or  Botany  Bay,  can  never  be  a long  one  in 
Japan  for  any  descendants  of  the  Saxon ! Consequently — 
for  that  is  the  true  moral  of  my  reflections  — it  is  improb- 
able that  I shall  ever  live  long  enough  to  see  a tithe  of 
the  funny,  strange,  and  alarming  things  — which  seem  to 
have  greeted  the  author’s  eye  wherever  he  turned.  Happy 
— thrice  happy  traveller,  with  a book  to  publish ! I 
only  hope  he  has  not  altogether  spoiled  the  British  public 
for  the  plain  narrative  of  such  every-day  matters  as  come 
under  the  observation  of  common  mortals,  seeking  clear 
insight  into  the  character  and  institutions  of  a people  so 
exceptionally  situated  as  the  Japanese.  Their  long  insula- 
tion, it  is  true,  even  prior  to  the  great  maritime  discoveries 
of  the  sixteenth  century  which  first  carried  Europeans  to 
their  shores,  but  more  especially  since  the  seventeenth, 
when  every  one  of  the  anathematised  races  of  foreigners 
were  either  exterminated  or  expelled,  save  only  the  Dutch, 
and  the  Chinese,  at  Nagasaki ; — has  had  the  effect  of 
placing  a whole  nation  in  a condition  to  show  the 
developement  of  a civilisation,  sui  generis,  uninfluenced 
for  the  most  part  by  any  knowledge  of  the  progress 
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being  made  throughout  the  world  by  contemporaneous 
races  and  nations.  But  it  is  something  like  a geological 
survey  of  a country  — here  and  there  the  underlying 
strata  have  cropped  up  and  may  be  noted  on  the  surface, 
or  a land-slip  may  reveal  to  the  casual  observer  some 
of  the  formations ; but  more  frequently  the  leading 
points  of  interest,  gi\ing  the  key  to  the  whole,  are  only 
to  be  obtained  \by  conscientious  labour,  carrying  the  in- 
quirer down  througli  all  the  superincumbent  layers.  So, 
in  the  study  of  national  character  and  institutions,  or  a 
phase  of  civilisation, — some  indications  lie  on  the  surface 
which  afford  valuable  indicia  to  what  lies  beneath ; but 
they  are  also  very  apt  to  mislead  the  merely  superficial 
explorer.  Wliat  I give  now,  therefore,  I give  for  as  much 
as  it  may  be  worth,  with  a distinct  reservation  for  all 
‘ errors  and  omissions.’ 

I propose  for  the  present  to  give  only  a few  traits  of 
Jajianese  character  or  customs,  as  these  have  come  under 
my  own  observation,  with  reference  to  the  travellers’ 
stories  already  before  the  pubhc,  — and  Japanese  records 
professing  to  relate  with  circumstantial  accuracy  the  more 
remarkable  events  and  incidents  of  the  last  few  reigns. 
Some  of  these  Mr.  Titsingh,  long  a resident  at  Naga-saki 
as  fonner  chief  of  the  Dutch  factorj%  with  laudable  dih- 
gcnce  collected  under  the  title  of  ‘ Memoires  et  Anecdotes 
sous  la  Dymistie  Eegnante  des  Djogouns  Souverains  du 
Japan,’  and  much  therein  is  calculated  to  throw  hght 
upon  the  habits  of  thought  and  action  which  prevail  at 
the  present  time  in  this  land  of  — earthquakes! — Excuse 
the  intemiption,  but  until  one  gets  used  to  such  things — 
as  I suppose  everybody  does  in  time  — the  smart  shock 
of  an  earthquake  — has  a decidedly  disturbing  effect, 
bodily  and  mental ! 

I have  not  now  to  make  my  first  acquaintance  with 
these  visitors  from  the  C4iuldrons  beneath,  yet  I cannot  say 
familiarity  has  produced  either  of  the  two  proverbial 
results  — affection  or  contempt.  As  Slender  confusedly 
says  of  sweet  Anne  Page,  — ‘ I feel  that  there  was  no 
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great  love  in  the  beginning ; ’ — and  it  has  certainly  pleased 
Heaven  to  ‘ decrease  it  upon  better  acquaintance.’ 

In  truth  no  familiarity  can  make  one  like  them ; for 
there  is  this  peculiar  aggravation  attending  volcanic 
operations  and  their  eldest  progeny,  Earthquakes, — that 
while  the  soUd  earth,  — associated  in  the  mind  with  all 
faith  in  the  stability  of  things  sublunary,  — vibrates  and 
heaves  under  your  feet,  it  is  impossible  to  fonn  any  con- 
ception or  the  remotest  guess — when  it  will  cease,  how  far 
it  wUl  go, — or  Avhen  and  how  often  it  will  recommence? 
The  state  of  doubt  and  suspense  into  which  one  is  un- 
avoidably thrown,  is,  perhaps,  the  least  agreeable  of  the 
accompaniments  of  earthquakes.  But  the  resident  in  Japan 
must  needs  be  resigned  to  this  also,  for  they  occur  with 
such  frequency, — the  ever-smoking  and  heaving  volcanoes 
being  in  full  blast  throughout  the  land, — that  the  normal 
state  of  the  country,  physically  considered,  may  be  de- 
scribed as  one  of  chronic  convidsion — the  quiescent  state 
being  an  exception — a mere  intermittence  in  this  tertian 
or  quartan  ague  fit,  that  takes  the  four  corners  of  a house 
and  shakes  it  as  a strong  man  shakes  a puny  foe,  before 
he  flings  him  to  the  earth,  crushed  and  mangled ! We  had 
one  or  two  in  every  week  after  my  arrival,  not  violent 
enough  to  throw  houses  down,  but  quite  sulficiently  smart 
and  long  in  duration  to  wake  anyone  out  of  the  soundest 
sleep  — with  a perfectly  indescribable  sense  of  insecurity. 
For  the  most  frightful  earthquake  and  volcanic  eruption 
on  record  in  Japan,  it  is  to  be  remembered,  began  by 
many  preliminary  shocks  of  no  great  intensity,  in  this 
.same  district  of  Yeddo,  in  1783,  and  seems  to  have  ex- 
ceeded in  its  horrors  and  wide  destruction  the  earthquake 
of  Lisbon  at  the  other  end  of  the  chain.  The  accounts 
state  that  at  eight  o’clock  on  the  morning  of  July  27 
of  that  year,  a great  wind  got  up,  accompanied  by 
subterranean  mutterings  of  thunder,  which  continued 
augmenting  from  day  to  day,  in  seeming  menace  of  some 
frightful  catastrophe,  until  August  1.  On  that  day  an 
earthquake,  with  loud  thunders,  shook  all  the  houses  to 
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their  foundations,  the  intensity  of  the  shocks  each  moment 
increasing  until  the  summit  of  the  moimtain  was  rent 
open,  and  fire  and  flame  appeared,  followed  by  such  an 
avalanche  of  sand  and  stones,  tossed  high  into  the  air, 
and  carried  to  incredible  distances,  that  the  darkness  of 
night  came  on ; — the  only  light  being  the  lurid  glare  of 
burning  lava  and  deva.stating  flames.  Vast  chasms  opened 
before  the  aflrighted  inhabitants  in  their  flight;  into  which 
thousands,  in  the  darkness  and  panic,  urged  on  by  the 
streams  of  fire  and  showers  of  stone  and  ashes,  are  said 
to  have  been  precipitated.  The  shocks  did  not  entirely 
cease  imtil  the  twelfth  day,  and  were  felt  over  a space  of 
thirty  leagues.  Twenty-seven  towns  and  villages  were 
destroyed  ; the  rivers,  boiling  and  overflowing,  inundated 
the  whole  country,  to  complete  the  work  of  destruction. 
I think  it  must  be  admitted  that  there  is  enough  in  this 
account,  drawn  from  Japanese  sources  and  the  accounts 
of  eyewitnesses,  to  make  men  ‘ not  to  the  manner  bom,’ 
feel  anything  but  reconciled  to  the  daily  chance  of  a re- 
petition,— especially  as  the  same  volcanic  centre  has  given, 
as  late  as  1854,  a signal  proof  of  undiminished  vigour. 
At  Simoda,  only  lower  down  in  the  bay,  there  was  at 
that  time  such  a violent  commotion  of  both  earth  and  sea 
that  the  whole  town  was  reduced  to  ruins,  and  large  por- 
tions were  swallowed  up  by  the  sea  in  the  back  sweep  of 
three  huge  waves,  which  in  succession  rose  over  the 
highest  trees,  leaving  the  bay  nearly  empty.  Large  junks 
and  boats  were  flung  some  distance  inland,  and  the 
Eussian  frigate,  ‘Diana,’  which  had  escaped  Admiral 
Stirling  the  year  before,  now  escaped  a far  greater 
danger  almost  miraculously.  She  is  described  as  spin- 
ning round  and  round  at  her  anchors,  the  men  being 
thrown  down,  and  many  of  the  guns  shot  across  the 
decks,  killing  and  wounding  the  crew ; until  she  was  left 
all  but  a total  Avrcck.  The  harbour  was  scoured  out  to 
its  granite  foundations,  and  has  never  since  aflbrded  good 
holding  ground  for  ships  to  anchor  in. 

So  one  evening,  when  the  air  was  sultry  and  a sobbing 
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wind  swept  suddenly  through  the  pine  trees  with  menace 
of  a storm,  an  uneasy  feeling  seemed  to  take  posses- 
sion of  every  one.  And  when  the  lightning  and  the 
rain  followed  quick,  with  something  altogether  pecu- 
har  in  the  roll  of  thunder — a long,  even,  monotonous 
peal,  neither  seeming  to  approach  nor  recede,  neither 
diminuendo,  nor  crescendo  to  a final  crash,  but  ceasing 
just  as  it  began — the  first  thought  in  every  mind  was,  I 
am  sure,  ‘ An  earthquake  I ’ However,  no  shock  was  felt, 
so  the  dinner  continued  unintemipted.  But  some  time 
after,  with  just  such  a storm,  and  with  a deluge  of  rain, 
we  had  the  severest  shock  I have  yet  felt.  Some  men 
were  thrown  do^vn,  — others  rushed  at  a bound  from  the 
house  into  the  open  space,  regardless  of  rain ; while  every 
pillar  and  beam  creaked  and  shook.  The  whole  house 
and  earth  beneath  appeared  to  sway  to  and  fro  horizon- 
tally;— seized  with  a violent  shivering  fit,  which,  if  it  had 
only  lasted  another  minute,  I think,  would  have  become 
contagious. 

The  Japanese,  it  was  said,  found  the  magnet  lose  its 
power  during  an  earthquake,  if  not  some  time  before. 
If  this  were  true  it  would  have  been  a curious  fact,  and 
one  well  worthy  of  farther  investigation.  With  a good 
horseshoe  magnet  suspended,  and  a gong  or  a copper 
basin  beneath,  one  might  improvise  an  earthquake  alarum, 
and  if  it  only  gave  a few  seconds’  notice,  it  might  at  least 
save  people  from  being  buried  beneath  the  ruins  of  their 
own  houses.  In  a scientific  point  of  view,  however,  in- 
dependent of  any  immediate  practical  application,  it  was 
an  object  of  interest.  But  a little  inquiry  and  experiment 
seemed  to  dissipate  all  hopes  of  a valuable  discovery.  The 
truth  appeared  to  be  that  the  American  Minister  had 
read,  in  some  of  the  veracious  correspondence  from  Japan 
which  appeared  in  the  New  York  papers,  a round  asser- 
tion that  such  a fact  was  well  known  to  the  Japanese. 
And  these,  on  being  referred  to,  with  the  characteristic 
vanity  and  mendacity  of  Yaconins,  had  no  scruple  in 
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appropriating  the  honour  thus  tlirust  upon  their  country 
of  a great  scientific  discoverj\* 

But  let  us  turn  to  other  matters ; for,  spite  of  earth- 
quakes and  sudden  burial  under  ruins,  or  slow  roasting 
by  the  spread  of  fires  while  pinioned  to  the  earth,  fire 
being  almost  the  sure  sequent  of  a shock  strong  enough  to 
throw  houses  down — there  is  eating  and  drinking,  marry- 
ing and  giving  in  marriage,  in  Yeddo,  ‘ as  in  the  days  that 
were  before  the  flood,’  and  just  as  continuously  and  joyously 
as  though  Japan  had  its  foundations  immovably  fixed  in 
the  centre  of  the  earth, — instead  of  on  these  treacherous 
and  shifting  ribs  of  granite  wliich  case  a mighty  sea  of 
molten  lava  and  fire ! 

I received  about  this  time  a letter  full  of  inquiiies  about 
Japan — its  climate,  productions,  people,  &c.,  suggested 
mainly,  it  would  appear,  by  a compilation  of  a Mr.  Andrew 
Steinmetz,  giving  in  a popular  form  the  gleanings  from 
Kcempfer,  Thunberg,  and  later  residents  or  travellers.  I 
could  not  help  being  amused  at  the  evidence  these  inqui- 
ries furnish  of  the  absurd  mixture  of  fact  and  supposition 
in  nearly  all  that  is  attributed  to  the  Japanese.  My  cor- 
respondent headed  her  sheet  ‘ Facts  asserted  by  Andrew 
Steinmetz,  of  the  Middle  Temple,’  with  a general  query, 
‘Are  any  of  these  true?’ — a doubt  apparently  having 
crossed  her  mind  as  soon  as  she  had  written  the  word 
‘■facts’  And  she  was  right,  for  usefid  facts  are  hard  to 
come  by  in  a country  like  this,  and  very  apt  to  be  misin- 
tci’preted  when  obtained. 

But  to  the  facts.  ‘ Fogs,  and  all  sorts  of  rain,  and  bad 
weather  abundant ; cold  winds  from  the  mountains  ex- 
treme ; notwithstanding,  a most  healthy  country  to  live 
in  ; air  very  salubrious  ; soil  very  fertile ; fruits  most  deli- 
cious.’ 

We  were  near  the  end  of  August,  and  there  had  been,  for 


• Some  invcstijrations  have  recently  taken  place,  on  the  piipposition  that 
a connection  may  be  traced  between  the  mapnetic  state  of  the  earth  or 
the  atmosphere,  and  the  shocks  of  earthquakes  at  any  given  spot. 
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the  week  or  two  preceding,  something  very  like  English 
autumn  weather,  the  sun  brighter  and  a httle  hotter — 
some  80°  to  84°  in  the  shade  ; the  evenings  generally 
cool  and  pleasant ; but  at  frequent  intervals  a niglit  or  a 
day  of  hca\y  rain.  Occasionally,  however,  when  I awoke, 
there  would  be  a loud  roaring  of  wuid  among  the  forest 
trees  and  a deluge  of  falling  rain,  the  two  together  making 
a very  dismal  sort  of  music,  by  no  means  conducive  to 
cheerfulne.ss,  or  to  early  rising.  Beautiful  breezy  morn- 
ings, slightly  overcast,  often  begin  the  day,  which  is  then 
pretty  sure  to  be  succeeded  by  a rainy  afternoon;  but  before 
the  rain,  nothing  can  be  more  delightful  or  more  like  a 
fine  autumn  morning  in  England.  The  sun  during  the 
hottest  days  of  summer  is  very  much  less  intense  in  its 
heat  than  on  the  neighbouring  coast  of  Cliina.  The  ther- 
mometer in  the  shade  ranges  from  70°  to  85°,  and  averages 
80°  between  the  morning  and  the  evening ; whde  it  is 
sometimes  below  70°  at  night.  This  is  a climate,  there- 
fore, that  does  not  make  mere  existence  a burden  and  all 
life  an  effort,  as  it  often  becomes  both  in  India  and  China. 
As  to  ‘ its  salubrity,  freedom  of  the  people  from  disease 
(especially  skin  diseases,  on  account  of  the  sea-weed  eaten), 
undoubted  longevity,’  and  other  ‘ facts  ’ very  confidently 
asserted,  I should  not  have  ventured,  in  those  early  days, 
to  give  a decided  opinion.  But  longer  experience  makes 
me  bold,  and  I have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  they  are, 
upon  the  whole,  a cleanly  people,  wash  often — sans  peur  et 
sans  reproche ; wear  little  clothing,  live  in  houses  open  to 
the  air,  and  look  on  wide  and  well-ventilated  streets,  where 
nothing  offensive  is  allowed  to  rest.  In  all  these  things 
the  Japanese  have  greatly  the  advantage  over  other  Eastern 
races,  and  notably  over  the  Chinese,  whose  streets  are  an 
abomination  to  any  one  possessing  eyes  to  see,  or  a nose 
to  smell  with.  All  failed,  however,  to  give  them  immunity 
from  the  devastating  cholera,  which  the  United  States’ 
frigate  Mississippi  is  said,  I beheve  correctly,  to  have 
brought  over — a first  fixtal  fiiiit  of  the  treaty  and  their 
extended  relations  with  foreignei's ! It  swept  many 
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thousands  from  their  cities ; they  say  200,000  from 
Yeddo  alone.  And  one  cannot  be  surprised  that  in 
the  minds  of  the  people  it  was  looked  upon  as  asso- 
ciated with  the  strangers,  and  a visitation  wholly  due 
to  their  newly  estabhshed  relations,  I hear,  however, 
that  it  was  not  a first  visitation,  and  that  they  had 
it  in  1818 ; but  as  far  as  mere  human  agency  was 
concerned,  this  later  visitation  might  be  traced  to  that 
source ; and  of  course  it  did  not  tend  to  make  either  the 
treaties  or  the  foreigners  objects  of  popular  favour.  This 
might  be  one  of  the  latent  causes  of  dislike  and  distrust 
which  we  had  to  struggle  against,  with  but  doubtful  success. 
Some  officials  very  anxiously  questioned  me  as  to  the  mode 
in  which  cholera  was  propagated  or  transmitted  from  one 
country  to  another,  what  were  the  best  medicines  and 
means  of  stopping  its  ravages,  &c.  They  evidently  re- 
garded the  possibility  of  its  reappearance  with  considerable 
alarm ; and,  indeed,  not  without  reason,  since  by  last  ac- 
counts it  was  then  already  at  Nagasaki,  though  not  to  a 
very  great  extent.  These  officials  said  the  Japanese 
attributed  its  first  appearance  among  them  to  the  inti’o- 
duction  last  yeai'  of  the  water  melons — also  a gift  of  the 
Americans,  though  I should  doubt  both  facts.  Water 
melons,  like  potatoes,  the  first  introduction  of  which  has 
also  been  attributed  to  Commodore  Perry,*if  not  indigenous 
have  at  least  been  many  generations  in  the  country,  and 
largely  cidtivated.  Their  inquiries,  no  doubt,  had  refer- 
ence to  our  quarantine  laws,  the  adoption  of  which  they 
seemed  to  be  contemplating. 

But  as  to  general  conditions  of  salubrity  Japan  certainly 
appears  to  be  greatly  favoured.  What  its  influence  may 
be  in  regard  to  frequency  of  disease  or  longevity,  I cannot 
say  farther  than  this,  that  there  is  not  the  exemption  from 
skin  diseases  which  has  been  asserted.  On  the  contnuy, 
among  the  working  classes,  various  forms  of  cutaneous 
eruptions  are  common, — perhaps  to  be  accounted  for  by 
their  habit  of  washing  together  in  crowds.  Every  third 
man  seems,  for  some  cause  or  other,  to  have  had  the  moxa 
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very  frequently  applied,  leaving  scars  do'wn  the  whole 
length  of  the  spine.  Itch,  too,  is  a common  malady — 
common  to  a distressing  degree, — and  inveterate  beyond 
anything  known  in  Europe ! It  is  almost  impossible 
to  get  a domestic  servant  free  from  this  loathsome 
disease, — or  keep  him  so.  The  truth  is  they  wash 
their  bodies  often  enough,  but  much  less  frequently 
their  clothes, — and  there  is  a vast  deal  too  much  of  pro- 
miscuous herding  and  slopping  together  at  the  baths  of 
all  the  lower  orders,  for  much  purity  to  come  out  of 
them,  moral  or  physical.  The  love  of  dress  being  un- 
developed in  both  sexes  to  a remarkable  extent,  there 
is  of  course  abundant  opportunity  of  observing  the  sUite 
of  the  skin.  En  revanche.,  if  the  men  dispense  with  robe 
or  trousers,  whenever  they  are  free  to  do  as  they  choose, 
they  seem  to  delight  in  ornament  that  has  the  double 
advantage  of  permanence  and  close  fitting,  without  other- 
wise incommoding  the  wearer  when  once  made  to  order. 
I have  not  been  among  the  South  Sea  Islanders  yet,  or 
the  New  Zealanders,  nor  even  made  acquaintance  with  the 
Chippewa  Indians ; — but  I can  conceive  nothing  more  ela- 
borate in  the  way  of  tattooing  than  the  specimens  supphed 
by  the  male  population  of  Japan.  And  really  to  see  them  in 
their  habitual  costume  {videlicet,  a girdle  of  the  narrowest 
possible  kind),  the  greater  part  of  the  body  and  limbs 
scrolled  over  with  bright  blue  dragons,  and  lions  and 
tigers,  and  figures  of  men  and  women,  tattooed  into  their 
skins  with  the  most  artistic  and  elaborate  ornamentation — 
‘ samtily  dressed,  but  decently  painted,’ — as  has  been  said 
of  our  own  ancestors  when  Juhus  Cmsar  first  discovered 
them  — it  is  impossible  to  deny  that  they  look  remarkably 
like  a race  of  savages, — if  not  savages,  in  their  war  paint. 
Tlie  women  seem  content  with  the  skin  that  nature  gave 
them,  in  all  its  varying  shades  of  olive,  and  sometimes 
scarcely  a shade  at  all.  I have  seen  many  as  fair  as  my 
own  countrywomen,  and  with  healthy  blood  mantling 
in  their  cheeks — that  is,  when  fresh  washed, — and  before 
they  have  painted  cheeks  and  lips,  and  powdered  all  the 
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face  and  neck  witli  rice  flower,  until  they  look  like  painted 
Twelfth-night  Queens  done  in  pastry  and  white  lead. 
When  they  have  renewed  the  black  varnish  to  the  teeth, 
plucked  out  the  last  hair  from  their  eyebrows,  the  Japanese 
matrons  may  certainly  claim  unrivalled  pre-eminence  in 
artificial  ugliness  over  all  their  sex.  Their  mouths  thus 
disfigured  are  like  open  sepulchres,  and  whether  given  to 
‘ flatter  with  their  tongues  ’ I cannot  undertake  in  this  my 
novitiate  to  say,  but  they  must  have  sirens’  tongues,  or  a 
fifty-horse  power  of  flattery — to  make  those  red-varnLshed 
lips  utter  anything  which  could  compensate  man  or  child 
for  so  much  artificial  ugliness ! Were  it  not  for  such  per- 
verse ingenuity  in  marring  nature’s  faii’est  work,  many 
among  them  might  make  some  considerable  pretensions  to 
beauty  — as  several  of  the  studies  from  nature  scattered 


through  these  volumes  will  show.  The  type,  as  may  be 
seen  in  the  annexed  portrait,  is  neither  Malay  nor  Mongol ; 
while  the  elaborate  style  of  the  hair  is  in  itself  a study, 
and  displays  a marvellous  amount  of  feminine  ingennity. 
One  might  certainly  search  the  world  through  without 
bi'ing  able  to  match  the  womankind  of  Japan  for  such 
totid  abnegation  of  personal  vanity.  If  this  be  a sjici'ifice 
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offered  on  tlie  slirine  of  conjugal  fidelity,  the  motive  is 
no  doubt  veiy  laudable  ; but  it  leads  to  the  inference,  not 
altogether  so  complimentary,  that  either  the  men  are  more 
dangerous, — or  the  women  more  frail  than  elsewhere, 
since  such  extreme  measures  have  been  found  necessaiy 
to  secure  the  same  results.  Surely  something  less  than 
the  whole  womanhood  of  Japan. deliberately  making  itself 
hideous,  might  have  sufficed  to  prove  the  absence  of  all 
wish  or  design  to  captivate  admirers ! For  my  part,  I 
cannot  help  thinking  the  husbands  pay  rather  dear  for 
any  protection  or  security  it  is  supposed  to  bring, — since 
if  no  other  man  can  find  anything  pleasing  in  a face  so 
marred  and  disfigured,  the  husband  must  be  just  as  badly 
off — if  he  has  any  sense  of  beauty  in  him.  Perhaps 
custom  and  that  ‘ deformed  thief,’  fashion,  may  have 
brought  him  to  like  it ; but  if  so,  where  is  the  protection  ? 
If  he  am  like  it,  so  may  others.  Perverted  tastes  are  in- 
fectious. Of  coui-se  I shall  be  told  — nay,  I think  I hear 
excellent  and  exemplary  English  matrons  saying,  with  a 
certain  monitory  voice,  ‘ That  Avhen  the  affections  are 
engaged  a loving  husband  sees  only  the  mind  and  heart 
in  the  face,  and  loses  the  individual  features ; and  as 
those  are  worthy  of  love  and  admiration,  so  is  his  indif- 
ference to  the  skin-deep  beauty  of  the  face — his  love 
being  something  quite  irrespective  of  such  graces : — and, 
more  than  this,  that,  as  a matter  of  experience,  six 
months’  married  life  sen-es  to  familiarise  the  ugliest  faces, 
or  efface  the  original  impression  of  the  fairest.’  I have 
heard  some  such  discourse  in  time  past,  in  sujiport  of  a 
theoiy — which,  despite  all  my  efforts,  I never  could 
cordially  accept.  But,  less  than  ever  could  I have  done 
so  now,  after  a few  weeks’  residence  in  Japan,  where  I saw 
the  principle  airried  out  to  its  last  frightfid  consequences, 
and  with  inexorable  hjgic ! Whatever  man’s  sensuous 
perception  of  the  beautiful  may  be  — and  some,  at  least, 
are  verj"  luifortunately  endowed  that  way  — he  must  of 
necessity,  for  the  whole  term  of  his  (or  her)  exL^tence, 
be  condemned  to  take  up  his  abode  with  wilful  and 
VOL.  I.  0 
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unmitigated  ugliness  in  the  face  of  his  cherished 
partner ! 

Moreover,  it  does  not  seem  to  answer  very  perfectly 
the  end  proposed, — to  judge  by  many  very  graphic  and 
popular  representations  of  conjugal  differences  and  in- 
fidelities. They  have  not,  it  is  ti’ue,  so  far  as  I know, 
yet  arrived  at  such  a pitch  of  civilisation  as  to  require 
the  assistance  of  a court  answering  to  that  presided  over 
by  Sir  Cresswell  Cresswell  — unnecessary,  perhaps,  as 
they  have  adopted,  if  we  may  judge  by  the  accompanying 
illustration,  with  polygamy  and  conculiincs,  other  parts  of 
the  Jewish  Jjjiw,  and  write  letters  of  divorce, — upon  pro- 


wnm>'0  A LETTEB  OF  DIVORCB 


vocation.  Here  is  a little  conjugal  scene  — painted  to 
the  life  by  one  of  themselves,  where  man  and  wife  are 
plainly  at  issue.  The  husband  is  rubbing  the  Indian  ink 
which  is  to  write  a letter  of  divorce,  and  friends  of  each 
party  are  apparently  seeking  in  vain  to  reconcile  the  coujde, 
— the  broken  dishes  in  the  foreground  appearing  symbolic 
of  broken  trust,  and  vows  which  are  past  restoring ! Here 
again  is  another  conjugal  scene,  where  the  lad)'  has  dis- 
covered her  husband  with  a lov'C  letter  of  a most  incon- 
venient length  for  concealment;  and  to  all  aj)pearances 
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it  is  the  wife  who  is  taking  the  law  against  lier  husband, 
as  sometimes  in  more  civilised  lands — taking  it  too  into 
her  own  hands — and  seeming  to  require  no  extraneous 
aiding  whatever  from  judge  or  jury ! 


LOYB  LBITBR  DISCOYEHED 

Granted,  that  constant  intercourse  and  continued  in- 
terchange of  good  offices  do  greatly  soften  to  the  eye 
outward  deformities, — is  it  very  wrong  to  wish  that  the 
Japanese  women  might  be  persuaded  not  to  make  them- 
selves such  frights, — ‘dressed  or  undressed?  Enlightened 
by  what  I see  in  Japan,  I confe.ss,  however,  I should,  as  a 
matter  of  taste,  jirefer  and  recommend  the  fonner, — as 
more  advantageous  to  milliners,  and  (I  hope  I shall  be 
forgiven)  occasionally  to  the  ladies  themselves. 

‘ The  Japanese  are  perfectly  ignorant  of  alcohol.’ 
There  may  be  a difference  of  opinion  as  to  what  consti- 
tutes alcohol,  but  ‘ Saki  ’ seems  to  me  an  excellent  imita- 
tion ; and,  if  it  is  meant  that  the  Japanese  are  innocent  of 
intoxication  — a noisy,  dangerous,  and  pugnacious  intoxi- 
Civtion,  I am  sorry  truth  compels  me  to  say  there  never 
was  an  a.s.sertion  of  fact  more  signally  refuted  by  practice. 
Here  the  gentler  sex  sometimes  finds  occasion  to  render 
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service  which  may  well  make  amends  to  the  erring 
husband,  for  something  of  jealous  w’atchfulness  over  liis 
aberrations  in  more  sober  moments  ; for  see  how  lovingly 
and  unreproachfully  she  is  leading  him  home,  when  he  is 
past  taking  care  of  himself,  and  might  very  easily  come  to 


CON/rOAL  SBBVICB 


grief  if  he  met  a two-sworded  Samourai.  From  a road 
which  ran  behind  the  Legation,  the  noise  of  roistering 
blades,  as  soon  as  night  had  well  set  in,  and  the  shouting 
of  hoarse  inebriate  voices,  left  no  room  for  doubt  as  to 
the  state  of  the  parties.  The  great  road — tlie  ‘ Tocado,’ 
ran  hi  front,  and  it  furnished  evidence  enough  at  earlier 
hours, — onlj’  to  be  obsened  closely,  however,  at  the 
chance  of  getting  a sword  thrust,  or  one’s  head  cut  ojum, 
as  a part  of  the  evidence. 

‘ The  Japanese  are  a.s  perfect  gentlemen  as  could  be 
found  in  any  part  of  the  world.’  As  I have  described 
them  looking  veiy  like  North  American  Indians  in  their 
war  paint,  and  the  resemblance  is  veiy  close, — I am 
bound  also  to  say,  that  when  they  see  fit  to  dross  themselves 
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like  decent  people  elsewhere,  there  is  a notable  change  in 
the  whole  man.  Even  the  most  elaborately  tatooed,  a.s  he 
approaches  you  covered  with  a vest,  witli  the  lowly  and 
not  ungraceful  bend  fonvard  of  the  whole  body,  and  begs 
to  know  your  wislies,  displays  a gentleness  and  winning 
coiutesy  in  manner  and  expression  — which  ‘John’  or 
‘ Jeames  ’ would  find  it  very  difficult  to  approach,  even  in 
idea  ! Be  it  innate,  or  acquired,  it  sits  perfectly  easy  upon 


A JAl'ANESE  SERVANT  OR  WORKMAN 


him.  And  in  the  upper  classes, — with  the  exception  of 
officials,  or  Samourai,  when  they  may  feel  licensed  to  be 
insolent  and  truculent  to  the  foreigner, — there  is  in  their 
perfect  self-possession  and  self-command  — their  quiet 
demeanour,  and  the  softened  tones  in  which  they  seem 
habitually  to  speak,  even  to  their  inferiors  and  servants — 
a well-bred  air  wliicli  makes  them  look  like  gentlemen. 
Their  partially  shaven  heads,  the  hair  most  scrupulously 
dre.ssed  and  tiu’ued  tight  iq>  over  the  back,  in  a truncated 
queue  laid  on  the  bare  crown,  their  flowing  gown  and  sur- 
coat, — in  summer  consisting  of  delicate-coloured  gauzes 
and  silks,  chiefly  greys  and  lilacs,  or  fawn  — the  absence 
of  hair  about  the  face,  and  the  bare  throat  — all  help  the 
general  effect  of  men  carefully  got  up,  who  not  only  respect 
themselves,  but  are  well  accustomed  to  respect  from  others. 
There  is  nothing,  perhaps,  more  reacbly  recognised  at  a 
glance  than  the  difference  of  expre.ssion,  gait,  and  general 
bearing  in  either  man  or  woman — between  those  to  whom 
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outward  respect  and  deference  are  liabitually  shown,  and 
tliose  to  whom  such  observances  are  new.  Judged  by  out- 
ward marks,  then,  the  educated  Japanese  is  to  all  appear- 
ance— a gentleman.  And  if  farther  acquaintance  suggests 
some  reservations,  more  especially  as  regards  convention- 
alities — there  is  still  much  to  accept  frankly.  Tliey 
understand  the  courtesies  of  life  perfectly ; and  tlieir  ob- 
servances of  etiquette  seem  upon  the  whole  less  exaggerated 
and  cumbrous  than  among  their  Chinese  neighbours.  They 
do  not  tell  the  truth,  olRcially  at  all  events,  and  do  not 
particularly  c;ire  that  you  should  think  they  do,  — it 
would  almost  seem  ; tliough,  as  all  speech  and  assevera- 
tions become  idle  under  an  open  and  avowed  disregard  of 
trutli,  this  ciin  hardly  be  so  in  fact.  But,  at  all  events 
tliey  are  verj'  callous  as  to  tlie  discoveiy  of  any  fonner 
aberration,  though  anxious  enough  sometimes,  that  they 
should  be  believed  at  the  moment.  Then  it  takes  long 
habit,  before  Europeans  can  bear  the  frequent  and  loud 
eructations,  as  evidence  of  a good  meal, — without  a strong 
mental  protest.  So,  when  a Japanese  takes  out  of  the 
loose  fold  of  liis  vest  a nice  square  of  paper,  and,  ap- 
plying it  to  liis  nose,  ciirefully  folds  the  envelope  into  his 
sleeve  for  a pocket,  or  gives  it  to  his  attendant  to 
throwaway  — that  is  merely  a conventional  thing;  and 
they  may  perhaps  reasonably  contend,  that  theirs  is  a more 
deUcate  proceeding  than  ours  of  cai'rying  a handkercliief 
or  ‘ nose  cloth,’  about  the  person  for  a day.  Or  again,  the 
day  being  warm,  wlien  he  brings  out  of  the  same  recess 
a neatly  buckled  pouch  of  matting,  and  takes  a swab  cloth 
without  hesitation  or  disguise, — not  very  white,  to  wipe  tlie 
])crspiration  away,  returning  it  carefully  Avhen  the  opera- 
tion is  perfected — it  is  not  exactly  as  gentlemen  or  ladies 
do  at  home,  but  it  is  a dilTerence  only  in  form,  for  under 
the  same  circumstances  tlie  act  in  one  way  or  other 
lie  performed  by  both.  But,  at  least,  they  arc  not  an 
e.xpectorating  race  : living  in  houses  with  clean  matted 
tlooi-s  one  feels  secure  from  that  disgusting  habit.  There 
is  also,  upon  the  whole,  so  far  as  I have  had  opportunities 
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of  observing,  less  of  cringing  servility  in  the  inferior  classes, 
lay  and  official,  and  ranch  less  official  hauteur  in  the  deid- 
ings  of  the  higher  with  the  lower  classes,  than  the  accounts 
in  Commodore  PciTy’s  narrative  had  led  us  to  expect.  It 
is  very  true  that  Moriyama  himself,  the  prince  and  paragon 
of  interpreters,  and  an  officer  to  boot  (he  particularly 
begged  my  secretiry  on  one  occasion  so  to  style  him, 
and  not  Interpreter),  when  he  acts  as  interpreter  in  the 
official  interviews  with  the  high  officers  of  State,  comes 
barefooted  to  the  vicinity  of  the  Chief  Minister,  and  sinks 
on  his  knees,  or,  when  not  actually  speaking,  rests  on  liis 
heels  by  some  ingenious  process  (still  a great  mystery  to 
me),  and  there  remains  during  the  whole  interview,  how- 
ever long  it  may  be.  If  there  are  two  or  three  Inteipreters 
they  all  do  the  same,  and  a long  row  of  mute  attendants 
are  ranged  behind  in  the  same  attitude.  Yet  something 
of  the  servility  of  the  attitude  is  lost  in  the  profound  air 
of  deference  expressed,  and  the  urbane  and  gentle  mode  of 
adtkess  always  employed  by  the  chief.  When  Moriyama 
listens,  his  head  is  lowered  nearly  to  the  floor,  with  the 
hands  prone  and  the  eyes  bent  down ; and  so,  when  he 
has  to  interpret  the  answer,  he  commences  by  a similar 
lowly  prostration  — the  head  only  a little  more  elevated. 
Though,  even  with  this  atlvant^ige,  how  these  low- 
breathed  sounds — now  and  then  cut  in  two,  as  it  Avere, 
by  some  clever  ventriloquism,  bringing  half  the  Avords 
from  the  loAver  depths  of  the  chest  — ever  reach  the  ears 
for  Avhich  they  are  intended,  or  convey  any  meaning,  it  is 
hard  to  understand  ! Certain  I am  the  Japanese  must 
have,  by  nature  or  practice,  A'cry  fine  auditory  nerves. 
However,  the  sloAvly  recumng  ‘ ITai ! ’ ‘ Heh  1 ’ ‘ Ilah  I ’ 
(Yes)  — for  it  seems  pronounced  all  Avays,  and  sometimes 
from  the  lips,  but  oftencr  from  unfathomable  recesses  low 
in  the  throat,  and  hovering  betAveen  a deep  draAvn  sigh 
and  an  interjection  — gives  assurance  that  the  confidential 
murmurs  are  really  heard  to  effect ; — and  they  have  this 
advanUige, — that  Avhat  the  interpreter  is  saying — can  only 
be  known  by  the  high  officer  himself  Avho  is  addressed. 
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The  following  sketch  well  represents  the  attitude— though 
not  the  costume  of  an  officer  on  duty. 


A.  JAPAXESB  PBOSTBATINO  HIMSELF  BEFORE  HIS  Si'PBRIORS 


This  gossipuig  chapter  on  Japanese  sayings  and  doings, 
however,  must  be  brought  to  a close  before  half  the 
‘ queries  ’ and  ‘ facts  ’ of  my  fair  correspondent  are  an- 
swered. I see  all  sorts  of  ‘ notions  ’ jotted  down,  about 
‘common  dogs’  or  dogs  in  common — the  only  real 
nuisance  of  Japanese  cities,  in  addition  to  the  two- 
sworded  Samoiirai — and  ‘beautifid  cats’  (without  Uiilsj, 

‘ rats  and  mice,’  ‘ agates  and  cornelians,’  and  ‘ pearls  fished 
up  everywhere,  of  great  size  and  beauty,  which  Japanese 
do  not  prize,’ — the  last  part  being  more  wonderful  than 
the  first.  All  I could  then  have  said  was,  that  I had 
seen  no  pearls,  large  or  small ; but  if  there  w’ere  any  I 
should  be  exceedingly  surprised  if  my  clever  friends,  the 
Japanese,  had  not  learned  their  fuU  value ! And  such  I 
afterwards  found  to  be  the  fact  They  have  them  in 
certain  quantitie.s,  and  know  what  price  to  ask  for  them, 
and  how  to  imitate  the  true  article  by  false  substitutes. 
And  as  for  ‘ fine  variegated  marbles,  jaspers,'  and  ‘ other 
precious  stones  ’ (said  to  come  fi'om  the  mountains),  but 
particularly  ‘pearls,’  for  which  they  are  ‘ celebrated,’ alas ! 
I had  seen  nothing ; and  could  only  assiue  her  I would 
‘ make  a note  of  it,’  especially  the  mountain  pearls,  if  I 
should  ever  see  any,  and  duly  send  her  a sample. 

^ly  queiy  sheet  wound  up  with  something  which  is  a 
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fact — namely,  that  ‘ outside  of  England  there  is  nothing 
so  green,  so  garden-like,  so  full  of  tranquil  beauty — the 
country  luxuriously  wooded, — and  cedars  of  great  size  and 
beauty  are  plentiful;  the  soil  very  fertile.’ 

Yes,  all  this  is  very  true : such  fertility  of  soil,  fine 
growth  of  ornamental  timber,  richness  and  variety  of 
foliage; — or  such  perfection  of  care  and  neatness  in  the 
hedge-rows  and  shady  lanes,  the  gardens,  and  the  numerous 
pleasure  grounds  of  the  temples,  are  not,  I believe,  to  be 
found  anywhere  out  of  England.  The  brilliant  green 
hues  and  fireshuess  of  the  grass  and  every  kind  of  foliage, 
rather  betokens  a damp  climate;  but  the  mixture  of 
tropical  vegetation  with  endless  succession  of  evergreen 
trees  and  the  hardier  race  of  pines  and  conifers  of  great 
variety,  gives  a character  to  the  whole  scenery  of  the 
country  as  novel  as  it  is  perfect  in  effect.  The  tree-fern, 
which  looks  like  a palm  in  its  tufts  of  top-foliage  and  bare 
trunk;  the  bamboo,  banana,  and  palm,  side  by  side  with 
the  pine,  the  oak,  and  the  beech,  with  a numerous  race 
of  timber  trees  and  shrubs,  some  of  which  are  probably 
unknown  in  Europe  — open  a wide  field  for  the  botanist, 
and  give  studies  for  the  landscape  painter  of  unrivalled 
beauty.  There  is  an  infinite  variety  of  form,  character, 
and  colouring,  in  the  masses  of  foliage  that  everywhere 
meet  the  eye,  grouped  in  the  midst  of  well-kept  fields  and 
verdant  slopes  which  any  English  gentleman  might  ejivy 
for  his  park.  Of  meadow  land  oidy  is  there  any  want 
— the  soil  available  for  cidture  a])pears  too  precious  for 
pasture,  and  is  kept  exclusively  for  the  production  of 
rice  and  corn  and  esculent  vegetables.  lienee  no  cattle 
are  kept,  except  horses,  and  a few  oxen  for  agricultural 
purposes,  and  no  sheep  or  goats.  To  all  this  perfection 
of  beauty  it  is  almost  the  only  drawback,  while  to  the 
larder  the  loss  is  too  in-eparable  to  be  contemplated  with 
philosophy ! 
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CnAPTER  X. 

A GI.ANCF.  AT  JAPAKF-SE  POLITICS IIOW  THE  TWO  AMERICAN 

TREATIES  WERE  MADE  AND  INAUGURATED  BV  WHOM  THE 

COUNTRY  IS  GOVERNED  AND  HOW. 

IN  a preceding  chapter  I endeavoured  to  give  some 
general  idea  of  the  civilisation,  the  s(x;ial  con- 
dition, and  the  Government  of  Japan,  as  these  were 
known  to  Europeans  in  past  centuries.  This  earlier 
period  offered  a point  of  di-parture  havhig  many  advan- 
Uiges.  It  formed  a natural,  and  in  some  degree  a 
necessarj"  introduction  to  any  narrative  purporting  to 
throw  some  light  on  the  existing  state  of  the  country,  as 
revealed  by  the  experience  of  the  first  permanent  mission 
located  in  the  capital.  Some  first  lessons  in  Japanese 
diplomacy  and  policy,  as  well  as  in  their  language, 
already  given,  will  have  shown  the  difficulties  which  from 
the  beginning  attended  the  first  establishment  of  the 
Le-gations  ; though  at  the  commencement  there  were  but 
two,  the  British  and  the  American.  The  second  treaty  of 
the  United  States,  initiating  a total  change  of  policy, 
having  been  the  precui-sor,  and  as  it  were  the  original, 
from  which  all  tliose  of  snbseqiient  date  were  drafted,  it 
was  of  importance  to  ascertain  what  had  been  the  various 
influences  determining  the  Japane.se  ruling  powei-s  to 
take  such  a stride  in  advance, — as  the  second  series  of 
treaties  marked.  It  will  be  nece.ssary  for  the  reader  to 
remember  that  the  first  infraction  of  the  Japanese  sy.stem 
of  absolute  scadusion  from  the  rest  of  the  world,  was 
effected  by  Commodore  Perry,  in  1854 ; who  found 
means  to  induce  them  to  enter  into  a treaty  of  humanity — 
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guaranteeing  simply  succour  and  good  treatment,  instead  of 
imprisonment  and  deatli,  to  any  shipwrecked  or  distressed 
sailors  thrown  on  their  inhosj)itable  coasts.  It  aimed  at 
nothing  more,  and  the  only  relations  estiibli.shed  consisted 
in  the  right  to  locate  a consul  at  Siinoda,  a small  and 
unimjwrtant  place  stjuth  of  Capo  Idzu.  A very  difl’erent 
state  of  affairs  was  contemplated  in  the  treaty  entered 
into  four  years  later,  by  Mr.  Harris,  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States.  Commerce  and  j)ermanent  Diplomatic 
relations,  Avere  the  avowed  objects  t)f  the  second  series — 
initiated,  as  was  the  first,  by  the  American  Ilepresentative. 
This  marked  almost  as  great  a change  in  the  relations  of 
Japan  with  the  West  as  had  the  treaty  of  Perry, — which, 
for  the  first  time  during  two  centuries,  recognised  a right 
of  intercourse  as  a principle ; thus  repudiating  their  long- 
cherished  policy  and  asserted  right  of  exclmiori.  How 
came  such  a result  about  — both  in  the  first  and  the 
second  of  these  instances  ? What  train  of  causes  produced 
a change  amounting  to  a revolution  in  the  foreign  policy 
of  the  nation  — a policy  so  inflexibly  and  resolutely 
maintained  at  all  risks,  after  years  of  internecine  war 
and  bloodshed, — for  more  than  two  centuries  ? By  what 
machinery  was  the  change  effected  ? Questions  these, 
on  the  right  solution  of  which  obviously  depended  very 
much  in  the  future.  A predominating  feeling  of  hos- 
tility to  all  innovation  and  the  admission  of  foreigners 
among  the  ruhng  classes,  manifested  itself  in  too  many 
forms  to  admit  of  doubt,  when, — at  the  lapse  of  a year 
after  the  signature  of  the  successive  treaties, — the  time 
arrived  for  giving  them  execution.  With  such  prevailing 
feeling,  how  could  these  treaties  have  been  made?  Wliat 
motives  actuated  those  who  at  the  time  held  the  reins  of 
power?  While  these  remained  unexplained  and  unintel- 
ligible, everj'thing  else  connected  with  the  position  of 
foreigners  in  the  country  Avas  obscure  and  doubtful.  No 
force,  apparently,  had  been  used.  It  Avas  indeed  the 
pecuhar  pride  and  boast  of  Mr.  Harris,  that  he  had 
effected  his  object  Avith  no  material  means  of  support  or 
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coercion  ; — the  triumph  of  reason,  argument,  and  diplo- 
macy !’  This  seemed  very  incompreliensible  to  me,  and  I 
confess  very  doubtful.  The  whole  subject  was  one  of 
great  interest  and  importance  moreover,  and  so  con- 
tinually presented  itself  with  all  its  dilliculties  in  our 
earlier  intercourse  with  the  Government  and  people,  that 
it  engaged  my  earnest  attention  with  proportionate  fre- 
quency. When  the  mystery  wsus  unravelled,  I found 
within  its  meshes  the  pivot  on  which  many  very  tragic 
events  had  turned,  as  well  as  a long  succession  of  strug- 
gles and  difficulties,  by  no  means  at  an  end.  No  apology 
can  be  needed,  therefore,  if  I enter  upon  the  matter 
with  some  fullness  of  detail.  Many  of  the  following  par- 
ticulars, so  far  as  regarded  Llr.  Harris’s  own  action,  were 
given  spontaneously  by  himself,  and  with  full  permis- 
sion to  make  any  use  of  the  information.  Indeed,  as 
regards  publicity,  the  leading  facts  have  already  been 
])ubhshed,  both  in  parliamentary  paper's  and  the  daily 
press  of  both  countries.  All  that  I need  do  for  the 
reader,  is  to  group  them  in  such  order  as  will  best  con- 
duce to  a clear  coirception  of  the  bearing  and  connectiorr 
of  the  different  parts, — and  supply  a phrin  and  intelligible 
answer  to  the  questiorrs  already  enumerated. 

The  broad  fact  that  a treaty  was  peacefrrlly  negotiated 
entirely  changing  the  policy  and  relations  of  a Govern- 
rireirt  and  people  — known  chiefly  for  their  tenacity  of 
irurpose  in  rejecting  all  overtures  and  attempts  on  the 
pai't  of  civilised  nations  to  enter  iirto  friendly  relations 
with  them,  has  to  be  ex[)lained — taken  in  connection  with 
another  not  less  patent  fact,  that  the  Japanese  Govern- 
ment have  never  cea.sed  affirming,  since  those  relations 
began,  that  the  country  was  wholly  unprepared  for  such 
changes  ; and  that  the  w'hole  nation  regarded  all  foreign 
intercourse  as  a calamity  and  a source  of  danger ! The 
two  taken  together  involve  a contradiction,  of  the  most 
unintelligible  kind,  without  the  help  of  some  missing 
links.  To  siq^ply  these,  in  a rapid  narrative  of  actual 
occurrences,  with  the  Government  of  the  countrj'  and  the 
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feudal  classes  for  chief  actors, — Avill  probably  serve  bettor 
than  any  dissertation,  lK)\vever  elaborate  or  scientific,  to 
convey  a clear  idea  of  the  jiolitical  state  of  Japan  on  the 
arrival  of  the  Foreign  Lc'gations,  — and  the  nature  of 
the  difficulties  to  bo  overcome,  in  any  attempt  to  establish 
commercial  and  friendly  relations  Avith  the  country  under 
such  conditions. 

While  Japan  continued  immovable,  with  her  doors  fast 
closed  against  the  Avorld,  a little  postern-gate  alone  being 
kept  open  for  Dutch  and  Cliinese  at  Nagjisiiki,  and  through 
Avhich  both  were  alloAved  (under  continually  increiising 
difficulties  and  exactions)  to  do  a small  barter  trade, — 
great  changes  Avere  taking  place  on  the  otlier  side  of  the 
globe.  The  three  inventions  Avhich,  in  the  Chinese  land  of 
their  birth,  had  remained  unfruitful  for  a thousand  years 
— Printing,  the  Compass,  and  GunpoAvder  — had  sufficed, 
in  le.ss  than  three  centuries,  to  revolutionise  all  Eurojie, 
and  create  a great  empire  in  a newly  discovered  continent. 
Finally,  Steam  and  Electricity  came  in  the  present  centur}% 
to  do  the  work  of  ages  in  a single  generation ; annihilating 
time  and  space, — making  a traniAvay  over  the  Avidcst  seas, 
and  bringing  the  most  distant  countries  into  close  proximity. 
To  China  and  Japan,  AVTapped  in  Asiatic  dreams  of  self- 
consequence and  isolated  existence,  these  mighty  changes 
Avere  either  unknown  or  unheeded  ; — until  both  in  quick 
succession  Avere  somewhat  rudely  wakened,  by  finding  steam 
navies  on  their  coasts,  and  all  Europe  thundering  at  their 
gates  Avith  a demand  for  instant  admission  ! The  Chinese 
resisted,  and  they  were  burst  open.  Where  Amlierst  and 
Napier  miserably  failed,  Paixan  and  Armstrong  succeeded, 
and  finally  planted  the  flag  of  Eurojjean  Legations  in 
Pekin  itself.  Japan,  there  seemed  rea.son  to  believ'e,  Avas 
better  advised,  and  better  able,  perhajis,  to  understand 
and  appreciate  the  changes  Avhich  had  completely  altered 
the  relative  positions  of  Europe  and  the  East.  Partly, 
it  AA'ould  seem,  from  their  greater  qiiickne.ss  and  ap- 
titude for  seizing  the  tnie  meaning  and  significance  of 
such  facts  as  come  before  them  ; but  greatly  also  owing  to 
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the  continued  relations  thej'^  had  maintained  with  the 
Dutch.  A door  was  thus  kept  open  by  which  they  could 
get  reliable  information  of  what  was  really  passing  in  the 
world  beyond.  There  seems  little  doubt  that  so  far  back 
as  1845,  after  the  close  of  the  first  war  with  China,  the 
Dutch  set  themselves  seriously  to  work  to  prepare  the 
Japanese  mind  for  inevitable  changes.  The  Government 
of  the  Netherliinds  has  claimed  some  gratitude  from 
other  European  nations,  for  liberality  and  disinterestedness 
in  having  thus  spontaneously  prepared  the  way  for  their 
admission  into  Japan.  And  much  of  Commodore  PeiTy’s 
success,  on  which  all  subsequent  progress  hinged,  is,  I 
think,  fairly  to  be  attributed  to  these  preliminary  efforts 
of  the  Dutch.  In  gradually  instilling  into  the  minds  of 
Japanese  Eulem  a conviction  of  the  absolute  necessity, 
sooner  or  later,  of  a departure  from  their  system  of  absolute 
seclusion  ; — and  of  their  total  inability  to  cope  with  the 
material  means  of  attack  and  coercion  wielded  by  the 
Western  Powers, — backed  as  such  arguments  would  be 
by  a reference  to  Avhat  we  had  done  in  China,  — there 
can  be  no  reasonable  question,  I think,  that  they  effec- 
tively prepared  the  way  for  fundamental  changes.  Their 
representations  must  have  had  great  weight,  and  no 
doubt  materially  tended  to  bring  about  the  final  result 
ten  years  later  (in  1854)  when  the  American  squadron 
first  appeared  in  the  Japanese  watem  with  proposals  for  a 
treaty.  As  to  the  disinterestedness  and  liberality  of  the 
action,  why  should  we  take  the  ungracious  office  of  con- 
testing either  the  one  or  the  other  ? The  best  of  govern- 
ments and  of  men,  are  not  absolutely  above  the  influence 
of  self-interest,  and  other  more  or  less  worldly  motives,  even 
when  bent  upon  seeking  to  do  good.  Xo  doubt  it  might 
be  said  with  truth  that  the  time  had  long  gone  by  when 
the  Dutch  had  anything  to  lose  by  letting  in  other  nations 
to  the  Ja|)anese  markets,  — and  tliey  may  well  have  been 
glad  to  seize  on  any  opportunity  (without  abandoning  that 
Avhich  they  had  so  tenaciously  clung  to  for  many  genera- 
tions), of  escaping  from  tlie  humiliating  and  objectionable 
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position  they  occupied  singly  in  Japan.  And  how  could 
this  be  better  done  than  by  joining  with  the  Powers  of  the 
West,  and  preparing  the  way  for  the  success  of  all, — in 
breaking  down  the  barriers  which  separated  Japan  from  the 
rest  of  the  world?  But  whatever  may  have  been  the  motives 
that  influenced  them, — into  which,  I repeat,  we  need  not 
too  curiously  inquire, — they  contributed  material  aid  in  a 
good  work  ; and  whether  the  Japanese  may  be  disposed  to 
thank  them  for  the  co-operation — of  which  I have  serious 
doubt  now  that  the  results  are  before  them, — the  rest  of 
the  Treaty  Powers  who  desired  to  see  the  doom  unbarred 
without  fighting  for  it ; — may  very  well  thank  the  Dutch 
for  the  helping  hand  which  they  lent  from  the  inside  ! 

It  was  under  these  circumstance.®  that  Commodore 
Perry  appeared  off  Cape  Idzu  on  July  8,  1853,  with  an 
American  squadron  consisting  of  two  large-cla.ss  steaxm 
frigates  and  two  sloops  of  war.  And  having  delivered  a 
letter  from  the  President  jxroposing  a treaty  of  amity  and 
commerce, — which  the  Japanese  authoriticaj  showetl  little 
disposition  to  grant,  though  by  no  means  prepared  for 
what  they  evidently  anticipated  might  be  the  conse- 
quences of  a refusal, — the  Commodore  took  his  departure 
with  a promise,  or  a menace,  whichever  way  it  may  have 
been  taken,  of  returning  the  following  year,  and  with  a 
‘ larger  fleet,’  for  a definite  answer. 

On  February  12,  1854,  accordingly,  the  Commodore 
reappeared  in  the  bay  of  Yeddo  xvith  three  steam  frigates, 
four  sloops  of  war,  and  two  store  ships ; a squadron  of 
nine  vessels.  It  is  not  necessarj"  here  to  go  into  the  details 
already  known  of  the  somewhat  protracted  negotiations 
which  followed, — ending  in  the  signature  of  a treaty  of 
amity,  and  promise  of  succour  to  ships  in  distre.ss.  They 
tried  various  expexlients  as  grounds  of  delay  in  giving 
any  final  answer.  Particularly,  they  urged  the  death  of  the 
Siogoon  (Tycoon)in  the  interval  between  the  Commodore’s 
two  visits •— information  which  they  had  even  sent  on, 
through  their  Dutch  friend.®,  to  Batavia,  in  the  vain  ho]ie 
of  preventing  his  return, — or  at  least  indefinitely  deferring 
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it.  Finding  this  step  had  failed  in  tlie  desired  effect,  and 
all  pleas  for  denial  resolutely  put  aside  by  a Plenipo- 
tentiaiy  in  command  of  a large  ffeet, — speaking  words  of 
peace,  but  looking  dangerous, — they  signed  a treaty  open- 
ing two  new  ports,  of  no  value  indeed  in  any  commercial 
sense, — but  of  infinite  importance,  as  sounding  the  knell  of 
their  long-cherished  policy  of  exclusion  and  non-inter- 
course ! 

One  thing  must  be  perfectly  clear,  even  from  this  bare 
recital  of  fircts,  namely,  that  the  Japanese  Government  did 
not  wish  to  make  a treaty ; — and  were  only  induced  to  sign 
one  in  the  end,  under  the  ‘moral  suasion’  of  a formidable 
fleet,  commanded  by  the  negotiator  in  person  ; which  they 
felt  by  no  means  certain  would  not  be  employed  against 
them  in  active  hostilities,  if  they  persisted  in  refusing. 
In  perfect  accord  with  this,  is  the  farther  fiict,  that  they 
yielded  less  than  w!is  a.sked,  and  gave  no  more  — even 
under  strong  pressure  — than  they  could  help. 

This  treaty  of  Commodore  Periy’s  brought  in  due  time 
a Diplomatic  agent  of  the  United  States  to  Simoda,  in 
the  person  of  Mr.  Harris,  with  the  official  title  of  Consul- 
General.  There  he  resided  until  1857,  when,  having  a 
letter  of  credence  from  the  President,  he  succeeded,  with 
no  small  difficulty,  in  obtaining  penni.ssion  to  proceed  to 
Yeddo,  to  present  it,  — cither  to  the  Tycoon  himself 
or  to  his  ministers.  But  the  Japanese  Avould  have  been 
untrue  to  tlieir  own  nature  and  instincts — if  this  had  been 
conceded  without  a stout  resistance. 

The  way  in  which  the  parallels  of  attack,  and  works 
of  counter-defence,  were  drawn  by  the  two  contending 
forces  engaged,  it  was  very  amusing  to  trace.  The  thorough- 
going and  clear-lu'adcd  American,  feeling  he  held  a key 
in  the  President’s  letter,  which  rightly  used  might  oj)en 
the  gates  of  Yeddo,  determined  to  put  it  to  its  destined 
use,  on  the  side  of  the  atUick  ; — the  Japane.se  officials,  first 
of  Simoda,  and  afterwards  others  delegated  from,  the 
capital,  bent  every  resource  of  .subtlety  and  fine.sse  to 
get  it  out  of  his  hands  and  leave  him  where  he  was,  at 
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an  outer  post.  This  on  the  side  of  tlie  defence.  These  two 
parties  pitted  against  each  other,  under  eveiy  possible  form 
of  courtesy,  sought  a diplomatic  victory  — entrance  into 
Yeddo  and  a treaty  being  the  prizes,  if  won  by  the  Ameri- 
can ; — and  a final  abandonment  of  a system  of  exclu-sion 
and  isolation  with  all  their  traditional  policy  in  regard  to 
foreignei's  on  the  part  of  the  Japanese,  the  bitter  fruit  to 
them  if  they  were  defeated.  Mr.  Harris  had  ‘an  auto- 
graph letter  from  the  President  and  cerbxin  matters  to  com- 
municate to  the  Tycoon  and  his  ministers.’  ‘ Truly  very 
important,  and  most  desirable  that  his  Majesty  and  the 
council  of  ministers  should  be  in  possession — but  why 
should  the  Consul-General  have  the  trouble  of  going  to 
Yeddo?  They  had  been  especially  commi.ssioned  to  receive 
the  letter,  and  hoar  what  he  had  to  olTer.’  That  could 
not  be  assented  to  — ‘ It  was  not  usual  to  deliver  an  auto- 
grajih  letter  from  one  Sovereign  to  another,  save  by  the 
hand  of  their  own  Hepresentative  named  for  that  purpose. 
Moreover,  the  mattei's  he  had  to  communicate  were  of 
national  importance,  and  could  only  be  fitl\^  commimicated 
by  himself  direct  to  the  Tycoon  or  his  ministers.’ 

‘To  the  Tycoon  ! — Impossible  ; no  one  could  speak  or 
transact  busmess  Avith  the  Tycoon  ! ’ 

‘ Very  sorry  to  hear  it,  for  in  that  case  the  autograph 
letter  and  accompanying  message  must  remain  undeli- 
vered.’ 

‘ But  Avhat  if  a high  officer  were  especially  despatclied 
from  Yeddo  to  represent  the  Tycoon,  and  receive  the 
letter  from  the  Consul-General’s  OAvn  hands  ? ’ 

‘An  unnecessary  trouble,  since  it  Avould  be  equally  im- 
possible for  the  Eepre.scntative  of  the  United  States  to 
acquit  himself  of  his  important  mission,  — and  one  more 
imporbmt  ^xirhaps  to  the  Goveniment  of  Japan,  than  his 
OAvn.’ 

So  days  and  weeks  Avere  consumed,  but  soraeAvhere 
about  the  end  of  1857  all  the  outer  defences  Avere  carried, 
and  Mr.  Harris  entered  Yeddo,  not  to  leave  it,  in  March 
VOL.  I.  p 
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or  April  of  18.58,  until  he  had  framed  his  treaty,  discuss- 
ing paragraph  by  paragraph  and  article  by  article.  The 
gathering  together  of  large  forces  by  Great  Britain  for  the 
prosecution  of  their  demands  on  China,  in  alliance  with 
France — the  generally  rumoured  intention  of  the  two  go- 
vernments, and  also  of  Eussia,  to  send  plenipotentiaries 
shortly  to  Japan,  to  open  more  effectually  tlie  ports  of 
that  country  to  European  commerce  and  enterprise — all 
no  doubt  materiidly  tended  to  give  weight  to  the  more 
pacific  arguments  of  the  American  agent,  urging  that  the 
true  pohcy  of  Japan  was  no  longer  to  defer  doing,  under 
the  most  fixvourable  and  honourable  conditions  without 
compromising  its  dignity  or  independence, — tliat  which 
muM  come  under  wholly  different  circumstances  before 
the  year  was  out. 

And  thus  the  foundation  for  a Commercial  Treaty  was 
laid,  by  pointing  out  to  the  Japanese  Government  that  the 
time  was  })lainly  approaching  when  refusal  on  their  part 
ivould  be  impossible,  for  tliey  would  have  the  Western 
world  in  collective  strengtli  breaking  down  the  barriers ; 
and  that  one  only  means  remained  by  which  they  might 
preserve  their  free  agency  and  self-respect,  namely,  to 
enter  into  a treaty  with  the  Representative  of  the  United 
State.s, — alone,  as  he  then  was,  unattended  by  a single  ship 
of  war ; and  thus,  when  other  Powers  came  on  the  field 
with  large  squadrons  (it  might  be  with  increased  or  exag- 
gerated demands)  the  answer  would  be  ready,  ‘ Here  is 
a treaty  we  have  concluded  of  our  own  free  will  with  one 
of  the  great  Western  Powers  — we  are  willing  to  enter 
into  hke  engagmnents  with  you,  but  object  to  having 
different  relations  with  the  States  of  Europe.’  All 
exaggerated  or  dangerous  pretensions  to  privileges  in- 
compatible with  their  dignity  or  safety  would  thus  be  put 
aside,  and  without  offence  or  danger  of  collision  ! 

From  the  moment  that  this  train  of  reasoning  or  argu- 
ment was  understood  and  adopted  by  them,  as  apparently 
it  was  veiy  speedily,  they  suav  their  own  interest  and 
dignity  would  thus  best  be  consulted,  — or  acted  as  if  they 
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did, — and  entered  without  farther  debate  into  the  subject 
matter  of  a treaty  of  amity  and  commerce. 

The  plan  of  attack  was  skilfully  designed.  For,  whether 
the  American  Representative  was  fully  persuaded  in  his 
own  mind  that  England  and  France,  with  their  victorious 
forces  in  the  Pei  ho,  would  speedily  come  and  hi.mt  upon 
new  treaties  and  enlarged  facilities, — or  only  regarded  the 
possible  contingency  as  a means  to  secure  his  own  .success, 
which  fortune  had  tlu’own  in  his  way,  — is  not  very 
material  in  reference  to  the  result. 

This  mode  of  appealing  to  the  feelings  most  likely  to  in- 
fluence a Japanese — national  pride  and  fears  of  aggression 
— and  this  on  the  part  of  a friend  anxious  to  spare  them  the 
humiliation  of  having  to  yield  to  superior  force  on  the  one 
hand,  or  to  grant  unreasonable  demands  on  the  other,  was 
completely  successful,  — up  to  the  signature  of  the  treaty, 
when  a last  and  most  unexpected  obstacle  stood  full  in 
the  path!  ‘The  ministers  were  willing;  the  Tycoon,  too, 
would  yield  ; but  a powerful  party  among  the  hereditary 
Princes  and  Daimios  forming  the  great  council  of  the 
nation,  were  still  in  a majority,  and  would  not  consent.’ 
There  were  some  sLx  hundred  Daimios,  all  feudal  chiefs, 
many  with  territorial  jurisdiction,  exercising  ‘ la  haute 
justice,’  wdth  power  of  life  and  death  hi  their  own  princi- 
psdities.  And  no  fundamental  change  in  the  customs  of 
Japan  could  be  effected  without  their  assent,  or  at  least 
that  of  the  great  council  of  eighteen,  representing  the 
Mikado  at  Yeddo,  further  confirmed  by  the  Mikado.  This 
was  a cruel  check  after  such  steady  progress  and  near 
approach  to  the  consummation  desired  — the  honour,  for 
America,  of  luaking  the  first  treaty  with  Japan,  opening 
the  country  to  foreign  commerce. 

But  for  the  moment  the  obstacle  was  insuperable.  The 
hostile  majority  continued  compact  and  menacing,  ‘ Many 
had  been  gained  ’ — more  enlightened  men  possibly,  who 
saw  what  their  colleagues  could  not  discern,  that  the  time 
was  at  hand  when  all  opposition  would  be  futile,  and  bnng 
only  the  disgrace  of  defeat  and  harder  terms.  Time  there- 
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fore  was  demanded  by  the  ministers,  and  a characteristic 
Eastern  argument  was  urged  in  support  and  illustration  of 
the  state  of  affairs  — ‘ Japan  is  a little  maiden,  full  of 
promise,  but  she  is  not  yet  matured.  If  you  listen  only 
to  your  passions  and  take  her  now,  you  will  spoil  all  the 
beauty  into  which  she  will  otherwise  ripen  for  your 
greater  happiness  and  enjoyment.’  Adding,  ‘ You  do  not 
wish,  nor  can  it  be  your  interest,  to  plunge  this  country 
into  a civil  war,  the  end  of  which  no  one  can  see.  Be 
patient,  tlien.  Leave  it  in  our  hands,  and  we  will  give 
you  a promise  in  writing,  under  the  pledge  of  the  Tycoon, 
that  in  September,  at  the  latest,  the  treaty  now  endorsed 
shall  be  formally  concluded.’  Mr.  Harris  jnelded  the 
point  it  seemed  impossible  to  carry  ; and  it  was  afterwards 
arranged  tliat  eacli  should  retain  a copy  of  the  draft  treaty 
signed  by  the  other,  in  proof  that  all  the  stipulations  had 
been  finally  agreed  upon.  Upon  this  the  American  nego- 
tiator took  his  departure  for  Sinioda,  his  usual  place  of 
re.sidence  ; this  Avas,  I think,  in  May,  1858.  In  June, 
the  allied  squadrons  Avere  at  the  uioutli  of  the  Peiho,  and 
on  July  27,  our  treaty  Avith  the  Court  of  Pekin  Avas  ex- 
torted at  the  cannon’s  mouth  ; opening  the  Avhole  length 
and  breadth  of  the  Empire  — all  the  navigable  rivers, 
and  the  gates  of  Pekin,  nearly  as  hermetically  sealed  to 
foreigners  as  Yeddo  itself  had  been  for  the  last  three 
centuries. 

Short  space  aa'us  alloAved  to  intervene  betAveen  the  sig- 
nature of  the  treaty  and  tlie  arrival  of  the  United  State.s’ 
frigate  Mississippi  in  the  Bay  of  Siinoda  Avith  the  startling 
news.  The  linale  ina)^  be  imagined,  ilr.  Harris  imme- 
diately proceeded  to  KanagaAva  in  another  frigate,  the 
‘ PoAvhattan,’  turning  up,  avc  are  to  belieA'e,  equally  for- 
tuitously, but  fortunately  at  the  precise  moment  it 
Avivs  Avanted ; and  Imperial  commissionei's  Avere  des- 
patched to  meet  him.  ‘ What  ucaa’s  is  this  ? ’ ‘ Treaties 
have  been  signed  Avith  four  of  the  greatest  PoAvers  of  tlie 
West,  after  the  destruction  of  the  Chinese  batteries  by  the 
English  and  French.  The  same  four  Poavci's  will  in 
another  month  be  knocking  at  the  gates  of  Yeddo.  Do 
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you  wish  to  lose  all  the  advantages  for  which  you  have 
laboured  and  risked  so  much  ? ’ ‘ Xo  ! ’ ‘ well, 

then,  conclude  without  delay  your  treat}'  with  the  United 
States,  already  drafted,  agreed  to,  and  signed  on  botli 
sides.  Give  it  formal  e.xecution,  and  thus  secure  yourselves 
from  less  moderate  demands,  which  may  within  the 
month  be  urged  by  other  Towel's  — backed  with  imposing 
sf[uadrons.’  And  the  dates  were  filled  in  accordingly,  and 
the  treaty  formally  executed  on  board  of  the  ‘ Towhattan,’ 
on  the  third  day  from  Mr.  llarris’s  arnval. 

Throughout  the  negotiations,  apparently  single-handed, 
and  w'ithout  any  material  support  from  his  Government, 
the  American  diplomatic  agent  thus  surmounted  all  diffi- 
culties and  proved  himself  fully  equal  to  the  occasion. 

How  such  success  was  secured,  with  the  knowledge  since 
attoined,  it  is  easy  to  see  ; but  it  detracts  nothing  from  the 
credit  due  to  the  strategic  skill  with  which  the  negotiator 
tiimcxl  the  weakness  of  the  Japanese, — the  strength  of  his 
neighbours, — and  even  his  own  want  of  material  support  • 
from  the  Government  he  represented,  all  equally  to  ac- 
count, for  the  success  of  his  mission  ! Where  others  might 
have  seen  only  motives  of  discouragement,  he  found  all 
the  elements  of  victory.  Availing  himself  of  the  fleets  of 
the  Allies  — having  none  under  the  American  flag  at  his 
disposal, — and  w'hile  the  echo  of  their  guns  in  the  Peiho, 
and  the  rumour  of  their  victorious  operations  were  still 
in  the  ears  of  the  Tycoon  and  Ins  advisers  — he  achieved 
the  object  of  all  his  labours ; and  this  at  the  vei'y  time, 
w'heu  they  seemed  least  likely  to  be  cither  pronqitly 
or  successfidly  brought  to  a close.  For,  although  a 
treaty  had  been  drafted,  and  signatures  more  or  less  in- 
formally exchanged,  the  final  execution  had  already 
entered  into  that  dangerous  phase  in  all  Oriental  diplomacy 
— procrastination,  with  a contingent  future.  Mr.  Harris 
him.self  had  returned  to  his  isolated  domicile,  at  Simoda, 
there  to  wait  until  the  deferred  period  for  execution 
arrived.  Who  could  say  what  new  cause  of  delay  might 
be  discovered  within  that  inter\'al.P  Was  there  any  real 
intention  of  keeping  faith  ? Mi'.  Harris  may  have  thought 
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and  believed  there  was ; — others,  with  a longer  experi- 
ence than  anyone  could  then  have,  would  probably  arrive 
at  a different  conclusion.  Be  this  as  it  may,  the  weakness 
and  distracted  counsels  of  Japan,  combined  with  victory 
and  strength  on  the  opposite  shore,  was  the  diplomatist’s 
opportunity,  — and  well  and  promptly  he  seized  upon  it; 
unquestionably  paving  the  way,  or  rather  maeadamismg 
it,  for  all  succeeding  negotiators ! Shall  he  be  blamed 
that,  having  no  fleets  or  material  force  of  his  own  country 
to  fall  back  upon,  he  adroitly  turned  to  profit  those  of 
the  allies,  flushed  with  victory?  We  may  question  the 
right  to  use  it  as  a means  of  ‘ moral  pressure,’  since  that 
required  that  he  should  assume  and  attribute  to  us  views 
or  intentions  that  might  not  be  ours,  and  which  were  not 
certainly  of  a nature  to  make  us  very  favourably  looked 
upon  by  Japanese  rulers ; but  it  must  be  admitted  the 
opportunity  was  very  tempting,  — and  diplomatists,  the 
ablest  and  best,  are  but  morUils  after  all ! Nay,  more,  to 
a diplomatic  agent  of  the  United  States— it  must  have 
been  peculiarly  and  especially  tempting.  While  de- 
monstrating the  ‘peaceful  and  friendly  policy’  of  his 
own  Government,  which  ‘required  no  material  force, 
and  kept  no  fleets  in  Eastern  seas  to  make  aggressive 
wars  on  distant  potentates  or  peoples  ’ (as  other  publicans 
and  sinners  did),  he  was  really  invoking  the  effective  aid 
of  the  belligerent  resources  and  prestige,  which  were  the 
objects  of  reprobation.  This  bellicose  and  aggressive 
action  of  England  — of  which  we  have  heard  so  much  in 
China  and  elsewhere  during  the  last  twenty  years,  when- 
ever she  has  been  engaged,  at  her  cost  and  peril,  in  fight- 
ing her  own  battles  in  Eastern  seas ; yet  scarcely  more  her 
own,  than  those  of  the  whole  Western  world — was  never 
brought  more  decisively  to  bear ; but  this  time  it  was  in 
a new  countrj’,  and  by  the  apostle  of  peace — the  Eepre- 
sentative  of  the  United  States  in  person ! This  was  a 
veritable  tour  de  niaitre,  to  use  and  turn  to  such  account 
the  belligerent  idhes,  holding  them  in  terrorern  over  the 
Japanese, — and  to  do  this  in  a way  that  should  give  the 
United  States  all  the  benefit  and  the  credit,  without  any  of 
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the  cost,  of  great  expeditions  ; — while  to  Great  Britain  was 
left  only  the  odium  of  a repukition  at  once  bellicose  and 
exigeant.  Li  the  same  quarter  a disposition  has  more  than 
once  been  shown*  to  attribute  to  some  peculiar  pugnacity — 
or  other  vice  of  British  agents  in  Japan, — the  seeming  pre- 
ference given  on  two  occasions  to  the  British  Ijcgation  as 
an  object  of  murderous  attack;  once  during  my  residence 
in  Yeddo,  and  once  subsequently  with  the  Chargd  d’Afiaires 
officiating  in  my  absence.  The  premisses  hardly  bear  out 
the  inference  of  any  exclusive  preference,  — since  the 
outrage  of  assassinating  tho.se  who  are  resident  in  Yeddo 
and  attached  to  the  several  liegations  has  been  pretty  im- 
partially distributed.  The  Secretaiy  of  the  United  States’ 
was  slain  in  the  streets  not  far  from  his  own  Minister’s 
door;  and  the  life  of  a servant  of  the  French  Minister  was 
attempted  at  the  Legation  gate.  Dutch  and  Bussians  have 
equally  been  the  objects  of  murderous  attack  at  Yokohama 
and  Hakodadi.  But  were  it  otherwise,  and  an  unen- 
viable preference  were  really  the  lot  of  the  British  Lega- 
tion, — might  not  this  more  naturally  be  accounted  for, 
by  a reference  to  the  pleasant  introduction,  of  a diplo- 
matic kind,  which  the  negotiations  just  detailed  must  have 
supplied  ? 

MTiether  success  in  negotiating  a treaty  establishing 
commercial  and  diplomatic  relations, — is  a benefit  or 
an  injury  to  Japan  and  other  Bowers  brought  in  con- 
tact with  a people  who  their  rulera  declare  are  wholly 
unfitted  and  unprepared  for  any  such  violent  and  rapid 
change  in  policy,  — is  another  question  altogether ! But 
it  is  one  which  events  have  been  continually  forcing 
upon  the  Treaty  Powers,  ever  since  the  opening  of  the 
ports, — and  is  yet  unsolved  in  any  very  satisfactory  or 
conclusive  manner.  This  much  is  alone  certain,  that  it 
was  a success  which  has  borne  bitter  fruit  to  all  on  the 
Japanese  side  who  took  any  part  in  the  signature  of  the 
treaty  or  its  negotiation, — from  the  Tycoon  to  the  subor- 
dinate secretaries  and  interpreters.  Before  the  ink  was 

• See  official  correspondence  laid  before  Congress  in  1861-2. 


Digitized  by  Google 


216 


THREK  YEARS  IX  JAPAX. 


Chap.  X. 


■well  dry,  a violent  reaction  seems  to  liave  taken  place 
among  the  Daimios,  inimical  to  such  fundamental  changes, 
which  swept  the  whole  of  the  actors  from  the  scene  ; the 
Tycoon  and  his  ministei-s  the  first  — the  one  to  his  grave 
and  the  others  to  banishment  and  disgrace. 

There  was  something  ominous  in  the  fiict  that  each  of 
the  two  American  treaties  cost  a reigning  Tycoon  his  life. 
The  one  fell  subsequent  to  Commodore  Perry’s  first  visit, 
and  his  life  was  taken— so  the  Japanese  generally  believe 
— as  the  penalty  for  admitting  any  intercourse;  and  the 
second  died  immediately  after  the  signature  of  Mr.  Harris’s 
treaty.  A triumph  to  one  contracting  party,  — but  a 
signal  of  death  to  the  other  ! 

The  whole  coui-se  of  events,  as  narrated  b)'  the 
Japanese  among  themselves  and  generally  accredited, 
forms  a veiy  curious  chapter  in  their  historjq  and  throws 
so  much  light  on  the  political  state  and  organisation  of 
the  countrjq  that  it  well  deserves  attention.  It  may  not 
be  accurate  or  strictly  true  in  all  its  details  — no  one  can 
safely  vouch  for  that,  perhaps,  in  any  country.  Sir 
Kobert  Walpole,  himself  a princijial  actor  and  behuid 
the  scenes,  iL«ed  to  account  for  his  never  listening  to 
history,  by  saying  'that  he  knew  to  be  false — what- 
ever books  of  fiction  might  be.’  And  if  our  guarantees 
for  truth  and  jierfect  accuracy  are  deficient  in  Europe, 
where  records  are  kept  and  often  published  ; what  shall 
we  say  of  tlie  materials  of  histoiy  in  Japan,  where  it  is 
not  permitted  to  write  under  pain  of  death  ? Perhaps 
the  prohibition  may  have  had  for  motive  a conY-iction  of 
the  utter  hopelessness  of  attaining  truth ! Be  this  as  it 
may,  the  narrative  as  it  has  reached  me  from  divers 
soimces,  and  often  in  detached  ]>ortions  or  very  frag- 
mentary shape,  seems  sufficiently  illiustrative,  despite  all 
contingent  chancesof  inaccuracy,  to  be  worthy  of  record, — 
if  only  to  show  what  a long  chapter  of  tragic  events  the 
renewal  of  foreign  relations  has  opened  in  the  history 
of  Japan.  Eveiy  page  seems  to  have  been  written  in 
blood,  and  each  phase  to  have  demanded  a victim.  Of 
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the  number  and  identity  of  these  there  is  at  least  no 
question. 

Wien  Commodore  Perry  first  arrived  (in  1853),  Mina- 
niotto  Jejoshi  had  rei<rned  seventeen  yearn  as  Tycoon. 
He  is  said  to  liave  been  a prince  of  energy  and  exjieri- 
ence  and  to  have  carried  weight  in  the  council  of 
Daimios  by  his  superior  intelligence.  On  the  first  news 
of  the  arrival  of  a foreign  fleet  in  the  forbidden  watei’s, 
the  Daimios  severally  charged  with  the  defence  of  that 
part  of  the  coast  are  said  to  have  mustered,  in  two  days, 
10,000  men,  with  artillery,  coinnianded  by  three  princes 
of  large  revenue  and  consideration,  whose  names  are 
given. 

The  President’s  letter,  however,  it  was  resolved  should 
be  received ; and  a year’s  delay  wiis  demanded  for  time 
to  assemble  a great  council  of  Daimios.  A few  days 
after  the  Tycoon  died  suddenly.  The  following  is  said  to 
be  the  palace  chronicle  of  the  mode  of  his  death,  and  the 
subsequent  events. 

Miuamotto’s  prime  minister  was  Midzouno  Etsisen- 
no-Kanii,  a stout  defender  of  old  laws  and  customs,  and 
he,  it  is  said,  conspired  with  other  Daimios  then  in  the 
capital,  as  to  the  means  of  savintj  the  amntry  from 
foreign  influence.  It  was  agreed  that  the  Tycoon  should 
be  poisoned,  and  some  charge  Etsisen-no-Kami  with  views 
of  aggrandisement  for  himself,  as  future  regent,  the 
T3’coon’s  only  son  being  of  infirm  mind.  But  when  the 
cup  containing  the  poison  was  presented  to  the  Tycoon 
by  one  of  the  officers  who  had  been  tampered  with, 
something  roused  the  suspicions  of  the  destined  victim, 
and  he  threw  the  cup  with  its  contents  into  his  attendant’s 
face,  who  instantlj'  drew  his  sword  and  ran  him  through 
the  body,  killing  himself  immediately  afterwards.  Mid- 
zouno Etsisen  was  loudly  accused  by  the  Tycoon’s  fol- 
lowers,— and  he  also  performed  the  Ilara-Kiru. 

Minamotto  Yesado,  the  son  afore.said,  succeeded  his 
father,  and  Ikomono-no-Kami  became  Regent,  that  office 
being  hereditary  in  his  family  whenever,  from  minority 
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or  Other  cause,  the  reigning  Tycoon  shall  be  incapable 
of  governing.  In  the  conflict  of  opinions  respecting 
foreign  relations,  Ikoinono  is  described  as  preserving  a 
neutral  position,  and  refusing  to  pronounce  a decided 
opinion  on  either  side.  His  first  act  was  to  summon  a 
great  council  to  deliberate  on  the  answer  to  be  given  to 
the  American  projjositions  to  enter  into  a treaty.  All  the 
Daimios  of  50,000  kokous  of  rice  in  revenue,  and  up- 
wards, were  invited  to  assist,  and  even  those  with  less, 
who  were  in  any  way  distinguished.  Many  advocated 
resistance  a I'outmnce.  At  the  head  of  these  was  the 
Prince  of  Mito,  supported  by  many  powerful  Daimios. 
The  Prince  of  Kago,  with  a revenue  of  10,000,000 
kokous,  is  reported  to  have  placed  his  hand  on  his 
sword  in  full  council,  exclaiming,  ‘ llather  than  consent  to 
enter  into  a treaty,  it  were  better  to  die  fighting ! ’ The 
Prince  of  Mito  dec:med  the  dignitj'  of  the  country  com- 
promised, if  the  subversive  changes  and  the  relations 
projiosed  by  the  Americans  were  admitted,  and  advocated 
the  acceptance  of  such  relations  only  as  were  consistent 
with  their  old  esUdfiished  policy.  It  is  difficult  to  under- 
stand in  what  these  could  consist,  since  that  poUcy  was 
one  of  absolute  exclusion  to  all  save  a few  Dutch  ; and 
consideiing  that  only  two  jiorts  of  refuge  were  conceded, 
Simoda  and  Hakodadi,  both  perfectly  useless  for  purposes 
of  trade,  and  no  commerce  was  in  eflect  allowed,— what  the 
minor  concessions  could  have  amounted  to,  which  the 
Prince  of  Mito  and  his  party  would  have  counselled,  it 
would  be  hard  to  say ! 

It  Avas  determined,  however,  in  view  of  the  unprepared 
state  of  the  defences,  to  seem  to  hsten — and  to  temporise, 
making  such  treaty  only  as  might  seem  necessaiy,  to  avoid 
an  immediate  declaration  of  war,  Avhich  they  evidently 
considered  the  probable  consequence  of  any  total  denial. 
We  know  the  President’s  instructions  were  to  abstain  from 
all  menace  of  Avar  or  employment  of  force.  IIoav  fiir 
Commodore  Periy’s  action  was  calculated  to  give  a dif- 
ferent idea,  Ave  need  not  very  clo.sely  inquire.  One  thing 
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Is  certain,  such  was  not  tlie  impression  received  by  the 
Japanese. 

The  Piince  of  Mito,  it  would  ajipear,  had  the  idea  of 
profiting  by  all  this  conflict  and  confusion,  either  by  becom- 
ing himself  Tycoon  or  seciu-ing  the  election  of  his  son.  One 
of  the  Gos.\xk.\y  (the  name  given  to  the  royal  hovise, 
descended  from  the  three  brotliers  of  the  founder  of  the 
existing  dynasty),  he  had  legitimate  pretensions,  in  the 
event  of  a v^icancy ; wliile  the  present  occupant  had  no  son,  % 
and  was  not  in  a state  to  exercise  the  power  of  adopting 
one  to  succeed  him.  But  it  was  an  old  grief  of  this  branch 
of  the  royal  descendants,  that  they  had  ever  been  excluded 
in  favour  of  some  heir  of  the  otlier  houses,  the  Princes  of 
Kiusiu  or  Owari,  when  an  election  had  taken  place. 
Moved  by  these  motives,  Mito  plotted  to  put  himself  at 
the  head  of  a powerfid  body  of  the  Diiimios  inimical  to 
the  new  relations  established  with  Foreign  Powers,  to 
jxiison  the  reigning  Tycoon,  and  secure  the  succession. 

"Wlien  the  second  American  treaty  negotiated  by  Mr. 
Harris  was  under  discussion,  it  is  supposed  he  actively 
opposed  the  final  signature  ; and  when  this  was  consum- 
mated in  the  precipitate  manner  already  detailed, — under 
pre.ssiu-e  of  the  announced  arrival  of  victorioas  fleets  from 
China  with  plenipotentiaries  of  two  great  maritime  Powers 
of  Europe,  the  hour  for  action  amved ; and  the  Tycoon 
had  ceased  to  live  before  Lord  Elgin’s  appearance  tlie 
following  month  I The  Gotairo,  as  the  regent  is  officially 
styled,  had  no  doubt  from  whence  the  blow  came.  He 
instantly  had  all  the  attendants  in  the  palace  seized,  and 
by  torture  wrung  from  them  confessions  criminating  the 
Prince  of  Mito.  He  sent  to  the  latter  an  order  of  banish- 
ment to  his  territories,  giving  him  to  understand,  that  if 
instantly  obeyed,  it  should  only  be  temporary  ; and  if  re- 
sisted, he  should  be  charged  before  the  great  council  with 
the  poisoning  of  the  T)’Coon,  for  which  the  penalty  was 
crucifixion.  In  the  event  of  his  quietly  abandoning  the 
field,  it  was  further  promised  him,  that  his  crime  should 
not  be  divulged.  Overawed  by  so  much  vigour  and 
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cletermination,  or  unprepared  for  such  prompt  action,  the 
Prince  of  Mito  accepted  the  alternative  and  retired, — dis- 
comfited and  compromised,  to  liis  principality.  The  elec- 
tive council  was  immediately  convoked,  and  the  young 
Prince  of  Klusiu,  whose  father  was  still  alive,  was  duly 
elected  Tycoon  ; to  the  exclusion  of  the  Prince  of  Mito 
and  his  son.  The  latter,  unlike  this  heir  of  the  house  of 
Kiusiu,  was  a man  of  thirt)^  instead  of  a boy  of  fifteen. 
But  the  minority  of  the  former  was  no  doubt. one  of  his 
recommendations,  since  it  left  the  power  in  the  hands  of 
the  Begent  Ikomono,  which  he  promptly  exercised  it 
seems,  to  i.ssue  a decree  of  peqietual  banishment  against 
the  old  Prince  of  Mito,  and  deposition  in  favour  of  his  son. 
This,  according  to  the  received  accounts,  was  an  act 
of  treachery  and  a breach  of  faith  on  the  part  of  the 
Gotairo, — and  we  shall  see  later  how  it  was  avenged. 

From  causes  not  very  clearly  understood  or  explained, 
there  was,  conteinporaneously,  a total  change  in  the  com- 
position of  the  Gorogio  or  Great  Council  of  State,  forming 
in  fact  the  cabinet  or  government  of  the  Tycoon,  and 
consisting  of  live  ministei’s.  Those  in  olhce  when  the 
treaty  was  signed  were  all  di.sgraced  and  disappeared  from 
the  scene,  as  well  as  nearly  all  their  subordinates.  A 
complete  palace  revolution  appeai-s  to  have  taken  place, 
consequent  on  the  double  event  of  the  signature  of 
the  second  of  the  American  treaties  and  the  murder 
of  the  Tycoon.  I\Ir.  Harris,  fortunately  perhaps  for  hini- 
.self,  also  disappeared  from  the  scene,  having  returned  to 
his  secluded  place  of  residence  of  Simoda  until  the  fol- 
lowing year,  when  he  returned  to  Yeddo,  at  the  same 
time  as  myself,  to  take  up  his  permanent  residence  in  the 
capital. 

And  thus  were  inaugurated  the  lii'st  two  treaties  which 
Foreign  Powers  owe  to  the  United  States.  The  first  in- 
serting the  wedge  of  limited  intercourse  for  objects  of 
humanity; — the  second  sphtting  open  the  rock  of  Japanese 
obstruction  and  opening  the  countiy  to  commerce ; — a 
fit  preface  to  the  long  series  of  tragedies  which,  as  will  be 


Digitized  by  Google 


CuAP.  X. 


HEACTIOXARY  PARTY. 


221 


seen,  were  destined  to  mark  the  progress  of  foreign  rela- 
tions with  a country  containing  so  many  hostile  elements. 

The  hostile  ]iarty  now  came  into  power,  it  is  .said,  and 
have  ever  since  remained.  Midzuo  Tsikfogono,  the  chief 
of  the  ministry  when  I arrived,  had  been  called  from  his 
retirement  to  enter  anew  on  the  cares  of  office,  as  the 
best  rejiresentative,  it  is  to  be  assumed,  of  the  conservative, 
retrograde,  or  patriotic  party  — for  all  these  titles  may  be 
laid  claim  to.  They  are  opposed  to  the  inti'oduction  of 
any  foreign  elements  — persons,  goods,  or  ideas  — as 
pregnant  with  mischief  and  fraught  with  danger  to  the 
stability  of  the  empire.  By  some  it  is  believed  that 
there  is  a progressive  party  in  Japan,  in  advance,  at  all 
events,  of  those  whom  they  stigmatise  as  ‘toads  in  a 
well,’ — the  latter  being  supposed  to  see  but  a very  small 
speck  above  their  heads  and  under  their  eyes,  and  to 
enjoy  no  bieadth  of  view.  But  I confess,  the  longer 
my  experience,  the  more  doubtful  it  has  appeared  to  me. 
The  only  true  distinction,  so  far  as  we  are  concerned, 
is,  I believe,  one  of  degree  only ; degree,  that  is,  of  opposi- 
tion ; and  based  rather  upon  the  relative  timidity  or  courage 
of  the  leadeis,  than  any  leaning  to  advanced  views.  Those 
who  are  timid  or  wary,  advocate  a temporising  policy  to 
gain  time  for  better  preparation,  or  at  least  to  defer  the  evil 
day.  The  more  ra.sh  or  courageous  would  fling  down 
the  gauntlet,  and  like  the  Pnuce  of  Kago  prefer  to  die 
with  swords  in  their  hands,  than  tolerate  any  longer 
the  pre.sence  of  the  foreigner,  and  the  danger  of  change 
and  revolution  which  he  brings  inevitably  in  his  train. 
The  prevision  of  t!ie  former  ministiy,  guided  by  ilr. 
Harris’s  information  of  the  certain  arrival  of  pleni|>oten- 
tiariesfrom  England  and  France,  so  promptly  justified  by 
the  event, — was  therefore,  to  them,  a source  of  safety. 
For  the  new  ministry,  despite  its  retrograde  tendencies, 
had  to  do,  what  ministries  have  sometimes  done  elsewhere 
— carry  out  the  veiy  policy,  as  a matter  of  State  necessity, 
— which  they  had  denounced  as  treason  or  imbecility 
in  their  predecessors.  Then  followed  quick  the  Eussian 
treaty,  and  on  the  heels  of  Count  Poutiatine  came  Baron 
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Gros  and  the  French  treaty.  Then  the  Dutch.  It  rained 
treatie.^  as  if  all  the  furies  had  been  let  loose  by  an  aveng- 
ing Nemesis  on  the  heads  of  the  forsworn  and  recalcitrant 
ministry ! They  must  have  felt  their  cup  of  bitterness  was 
full  when  they  signed  the  last  of  the  serie.s,  and  approach- 
ing winter  gave  them  a promise  of  respite  ! But  they 
were  even  then  threatened  with  a necessity  to  conclude 
treaties  with  other  Powers  great  and  small,  two  of  which 
are  now  already  matters  of  history.  Unhappy  political 
martyre,  for  they  still  reUiined  the  seals  of  office  ! Do  these 
bring  here,  as  in  other  countries,  compensatioirs  and  ad- 
vantsiges  to  reconcile  their  holders  to  labours,  humiliations, 
and  an.xieties — since  men  of  wealth  and  station  can  every- 
where be  found  voluntarily  to  go  through  a long  course  of 
bitter  diet,  eating  their  own  words  and  reversing  the 
pohcy  they  stormUy  upheld  when  out  of  office  ? 

The  dismissed  ministers  and  subordinate  functionaries 
were  still  out  and  in  disgrace.  Lord  Elgin’s  arrival  simply 
helped  to  prevent  any  necessity  of  a resort  to  the  ‘ happy 
despatch,’*  the  curious  title  tee  give  to  their  crucial  mode 
of  letting  life  escape  by  an  opening  in  the  abdomen, 
when  something  worse  than  death  alone  remains,  if  their 
existence  should  be  prolonged. 

If  we  turn  now  fi’om  the  e.xclusively  political  field  to 
the  general  constitution  of  the  realm  and  the  social 
condition  of  the  people  governed,  we  shall  find  ample 
opportunity  for  the  study  of ‘a  new  phase  of  humanity,’ 
which  Albert  Smith,  of  pleasant  memory,  said  was  his 
object  in  travelling  to  China.  Long  isolation  has  given 
to  this  branch  of  the  earth’s  great  family  a developement 
which  they  may  claim  with  some  reason  as  peculiarly 
their  own.  Their  outer  life,  their  laws,  customs,  and 
institutions  have  all  something  peculiar — a cachet  of 
their  own  which  may  always  be  distinguished.  It  is 
neither  Chinese  nor  European,  nor  can  the  t3*pe  be  said 

• Both  the  orijfliml  words  in  Jupimese  and  the  translation  liave  been 
travestied  by  Europeans.  The  words  are,  ‘ Ilara  wo  kirn’ — ‘Belly  cut’ 
The  ‘happy  despatch’  is  a pure  invention,  and  8 term  wholly  unknown  to  the 
Japanese. 
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to  be  purely  Asiatic.  The  Japanese  seem  ratlier  to  be 
like  the  Greeks  of  the  ancient  world,  forming  a link  between 
Europe  and  Asia ; and  put  forth  claims  to  be  ranked 
inferior  to  neither  race  in  some  of  their  best  qualities ; yet 
very  strangely  blending  many  of  the  worst  characteristics 
of  both.  While  w^e  are  acquiring  their  language  and 
preparing  to  enter  into  such  intercourse  with  them  as 
shall  pennit  intimate  relations  of  a domestic  and  social 
kind  to  be  formed — such  alone  as  can  give  an  insight  into 
the  daily  life,  as  well  as  the  habits  of  thought  and  action 
of  the  different  classes — we  cannot  do  better,  perhaps,  tlian 
to  study  them  m their  outor  a.'^pects,  as  a preparative  to  a 
profounder  study  of  their  characteristics  as  a nation.  I 
remember  one  day,  in  a conversation  on  Chinese  life,  M. 
Thiers  observing,  in  reply  to  a remark  elicited  by  the 
various  information  he  appeared  to  have  been  at  some 
pains  to  collect  respecting  China,  ‘that  the  hfe  and  civili- 
sation of  the  Cliinese  had  alwa}’s  greatly  interested  him, 
from  its  bearing  on  “ I'histuire  de  V esprit  humain."  ’ And 
no  doubt  the  study  of  any  distinct  branch  of  the  human 
family  in  its  developement,  progress,  and  resulting  civi- 
lisation, is  one  of  great  interest  to  the  philosophic  mind. 
Peculiarly  so  as  regards  the  Chinese  and  Japanese,  perhaps, 
from  the  fact  of  their  being  the  only  two  of  the  Asiatic 
nations  that  have  shown  any  aptitude  dm’iug  the  last 
ten  centuries,  for  a higher  civilisation  than  belongs  to 
the  nomad  tribes.  The  Indian  race  in  far,  remote  ages, 
and  the  Arabs  subsequently,  have  left  in  their  history 
and  architecture,  their  literature,  and  their  sj'stems  of  phi- 
losophy and  religion,  records  of  a civilisation  and  mental 
developement  of  no  mean  order;  but  with  them  the  tradi- 
tions of  the  past  alone  remain,  and  their  present  develope- 
ment is  apparently  of  a very  inferior  kind.  Not  so  with 
either  Chinese  or  Japanese  ; they  are  to  this  day,  as  they 
have  been  for  the  last  two  thousand  years,  the  former 
certainly,  if  not  the  latter,  highly  civilised,  and  with  con- 
siderable intellectual  culture.  In  the  industrial  arts  their 
progress  in  remote  ages  was  such  as  to  leave  all  the 
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Inclo-Germanic  races  peopling  Europe  far  behind ; and 
even  at  this  day  tliey  yet  excel  us  in  many  things.  In 
arts  and  manufactures  we  have,  upon  the  whole,  far  out- 
stripped them  during  the  last  centurj^ ; and  in  art,  properly 
so  called,  always ; — for  amidst  many  pecuharities,  none 
is  more  strikingly  characteristic  of  both  these  races, 
than  the  absence  of  all  artistic  power  or  developement 
of  the  highest  kind.  Beyond  a perfection  of  colour  in 
their  porcelains,  and  graceful  forms  in  their  bronzes,  they 
have  done  httle  that  will  bear  comparison  or  close 
examination.  Yet  a certain  graphic  power,  as  I will  show 
more  particularly  hereafter,  the  Japanese  possess  in  no 
mean  degree.  But  of  art,  not  only  the  ‘ high  art  ’ — in 
jiraise  and  pursuit  of  which  poor  Ilaydon  wasted  so  much 
breath  and  canvas,  and  at  last  a life,  cast  away  in  bitterness 
and  disappointment, — but  everyotlier  form, — music, paint- 
ing, scnlpture,  and  poetry,  all  are  yet  in  their  infancy,  and 
seem  incapable  of  advance.  As  regards  the  Chinese, 
and  the  same  remark  applies  to  the  Japanese,  their 
music  is  without  melody;  their  landscapes  without  per- 
spective, light,  or  shade ; their  figures  without  drawing, 
a mere  gachis  of  crude  colours  and  grotesque  forms,  danc- 
ing in  mid-air,  without  ground  to  rest  on ; and  only  saved 
from  being  utterly  contemptible  by  a certain  freedom  and 
power  in  the  outline  and  expression.  So  again  in  archi- 
tecture, a tent-like  liouse,  sometimes  one  superimposed 
u])on  the  other  in  two  or  three  stories,  with  grotesque 
curves  and  twisted  borders  to  the  roofs,  is  the  extent  of 
tlieir  architectural  acliievements.  Iso,  I wrong  them. 
These  300,000,000  of  the  human  race,  moulded  into  one 
nationality  by  identity  of  origin,  and  a uniform  written 
language,  for  more  than  2,000  years,  have  given  to  the 
world  as  their  contribution  to  architecture, — the  Pagoda, 
which  not  only  has  a claim  to  originality,  but  fair 
])retensions  to  admiration  for  lightness  and  grace, — though 
far  inferior  to  its  Indian  or  Arabic  prototype,  the  minaret. 
Yet  tliis  people,  600 years  B.c.,when  Greecewasin  its  palmy 
days,  and  gave  to  all  posterity  a Socrates,  a Plato,  and  an 
Aristotle,  and  the  rest  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  now  civil- 
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ised  world  were  little  better,  than  painted  savages  or  wan- 
dering freebooters  and  pirates, — could  boast  pliilosophers 
as  great,  in  Confucius  and  Mencius ; industrial  arts  wholly 
unknown  even  to  the  polished  Greek;  porcelain  and  enamel 
— and  silk  fabrics  for  which  a Eoinan  Senator  would 
give  their  weight  in  gold.  The  art  of  printing,  and  it  is 
tolerably  certain  both  the  compass  and  gunpowder,  were 
equally  known  to  them  — the  great  instruments  of  all 
modern  progress.  These  seem  strange  anomalies  in  the 
history  of  civihsation,  well  calculated  to  arrest  atten- 
tion. As  it  is  not  a history  of  China,  however, — nor 
even  of  Japan, — which  I propose  to  write, we  will  turn 
to  other  and  more  every-day  matters.  Yet  it  may  be 
well,  even  in  tiuriing  to  other  fields,  to  remember  that 
the  most  casual  observation  of  the  mannens,  habits,  and 
institutions  of  one  of  these  long-isolated  races,  has  a bearing 
upon  the  higher  questions  of  social  and  mental  progress ; 
and  may  incidentally  throw  some  hght  upon  problems, 
which  the  pecuharities  of  a persistent  and  monotonous 
civilisation  through  .so  many  successive  ages,  unavoidably 
suggest.  Long  jiassed  in  the  race  by  the  younger  progeny 
of  Europe,  Ixith  Japanese  and  Chinese  must  now  be  content 
to  sit  and  learn,  — accepting  the  place  of  pupils,  though 
once  they  were  so  capable  of  being  teachers.  The  latter 
can  still  boiist  of  population  and  area  far  exceeding  the 
widest  limits  ever  attained  by  rival  races  ; and  in  some  few 
things  (the  inheritance  of  fonner  greatness)  a still  surviving 
superiority.  We  cannot  to  this  day,  I believe,  produce 
a piece  of  China  crape,  amidst  all  the  marvels  and  variety 
of  textile  fabrics  our  looms  turn  out.  The  Japanese 
have  silk  and  crape  textile  fobrics  also,  which  I doubt 
exceedingly  the  power  of  our  most  skilled  workmen  to 
imitate.  Neitlier  can  we  rival  their  beautiful  enamel 
vases,  or  mend  a hole  in  an  iron  kettle,  with  all  our  dis- 
coveries and  appliances,  as  they  can,  with  oidy  a little 
charcoal  stove  in  the  street,  and  a blow-pipe  ; and  these 
are  all  things  familiar  to  the  Chinese,  though  something  of 
the  art  of  enameling  may  have  been  lost  m the  dust  of  ages. 

VOL.  I.  Q 


Digitized  by  Google 


226 


THREE  YEARS  IN  JAPAN, 


CnAr.  X. 


Into  the  history  of  tlie  Japanese  nation  and  the  modi- 
fications which  its  political  constitution  has  successively 
undergone,  I do  not  propose  to  enter;  — for  although 
to  a student  of  national  life  and  character,  it  is  needful 
these  should  be  known,  and  often  borne  in  mind  in  drawing 
general  conclusions,  — the  briefest  sketch  may  suffice  to 
give  the  casual  reader  all  the  information  which  he  re- 
quires. So  many  compilations  from  the  old  Dutch  autho- 
rities have  appeared  in  a popular  forai  recently,  that  the 
leading  features  of  Japanese  history  are  pretty  generally 
known  already.  That  the  Mikado  is  the  hereditary  sove- 
reign of  the  empire,  the  descendant  of  a long  and  uninter- 
rupt(.‘d  fine  of  sovereigns  of  the  same  dynasty,  and  the 
only  sovereign  de  jure  recognisetl  by  all  Japanese  from  the 
Tycoon  to  the  lowest  beggar; — a true  sovereign  in  all 
the  legal  attributes  of  sovereignty  : and  that  the  Tycoon 
receives  investiture  from  him  as  his  Lieutenant  or  Gene- 
ralissimo, and  as  such  onb/,  the  head  of  the  Executive, 
— is  known  to  most  readers  of  the  present  day.  True, 
the  Mikados  have  been  shorn  of  much  of  their  power 
since  Yoritomo,  in  1143,  profiting  by  civil  commotions 
among  the  jirinces  of  the  land,  and  armed  with  power 
as  Generalissimo  to  humble  these  turbulent  chiefs, — only 
suppressed  the  troubles,  to  arrogate  to  himself  greater 
part  of  the  sovereign  power,  under  the  title  given  by  a 
grateful  master  of  Ziogun.  Another  Pepin  d’Hdristid 
and  ]\Iayor  of  the  palace,  he  did  not  care  to  dethrone  the 
descendant  of  an  illustrious  line  of  emperors ; — and  was 
content  with  holding  the  reins,  and  transmitting  the  same 
privilege  to  his  descendants.  And  so  the  power  con- 
tinued divided  in  great  degree,  the  shadow  from  the 
substance,  until  later,  towards  the  close  of  the  sixteenth 
centurj',  a peasant’s  son  and  favourite  attendant  of  the 
actual  Generalissimo,  best  known  in  Japanese  history  by 
the  name  he  afterwards  assumed  of  Taiho  Sanm,  raised 
himself,  apparently  by  great  abilities  as  well  as  daring,  to 
the  seat  of  power,  on  his  master’s  death, — and  strippctl 
the  reigning  Mikado  of  the  last  remnants  of  secular  power. 
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Since  that  time  tlie  succe.ssive  Emperors,  or  Mkados,  are 
brouglit  into  the  world,  and  live  and  die  within  the  pre- 
cincts of  tlieir  court  at  Miaco,  the  boundaries  of  wlijch 
they  never  pass  during  a whole  life.  Is  it  possible  to 
conceive  a less  desirable  destiny?  But  the  Zioguns,  or 
Tycoons  as  they  are  styled  in  European  Treaties,*  have 
long  been  undergoing  a somewhat  analogous  process, 
under  which  all  substantial  power  has  been  transferred  from 
them  to  the  principal  Daimios  or  Princes,  who  form  a 
Great  Council  of  Suite, — and  who.se  nominee  the  Tycoon 
himself  has  become,  as  well,  I believe,  as  all  his  chief 
ministers  or  councillors.  They  exercise,  if  they  do  not 
claim,  the  right  of  removing  both  Tycoon  and  ministers, 
— and  a voice  potential  in  all  allairs  of  state.  For 
legislative  changes  even  the  almost  forgotten  Mikado 
must  indeed  give  his  consent,  never  of  course  refused 
when  any  unanimity  prevails.  So  much  was  apparently 
known  in  the  days  of  Kiempfer,  and  ])ubli.shed  by  him, — 
but  when  the  treaty  with  America  was  concluded,  as  we 
* have  seen,  many  things  took  jdace  not  only  highly  illus- 
trative of  the  times  and  the  men  in  Japan ; — but  throwing 
some  new  light  on  the  balance  of  political  power  in  the 
State. 

The  ^Mikado  of  the  day  is  the  exact  t)*j)e  of  the  last  ’ 
descendant  of  Clovis,  sitting  ‘ sad  and  solitary,  effeminate 
and  degenerate,’  doomed  only  to  wield  ‘ a barren  sceptre,’ 
and  sigh  away  a burdensome  and  useless  existence  of 
mock  pageantry ; — never  jiermitted  to  pass  the  gates  of 
his  prison-palace.  It  is  related  that  some  years  ago  one 
of  those  fearful  and  all-devouring  fires,  for  which  the 
great  imperial  cities  of  Miaco,  Osaca,  and  Yeddo  enjoy  a 
most  unenviable  reputation,  drove  the  inmates  even  of  the 
Dairi  f out  of  the  sacred  precincts,  the  only  choice  being 

* This  title  is  involvo<l  in  some  obscurity.  It  does  not  seem  to  date  farther 
back  than  CommiKlore  Perry's  treaty  in  1S54,  is  hardly  known  by  the 
Japanese,  and  attributable  to  the  pedantry  of  n preeeptor  of  the  Ziojfun, 
learned  in  Chinese,  who  inveiUed,  or  coined  a title  for  the  occasion,  com- 
posed of  two  Chinese  worels,  Tai  and  Koon  or  Kiui,  signifying  Great  Lord. 

t The  name  given  to  the  Court. 
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that  of  the  celebrated  King  of  Aragon, — of  moving  or 
being  biirned  alive  ! Kigid  as  the  etiquette  of  the  Dairi  is 
held  to  be,  it  appears  tliat  it  melted  before  the  fire  of  a 
vast  city  in  flames  ; and  His  Sacred  Majesty  after  escaping 
to  one  temple  in  the  environs  had  to  flee  to  a second ; and 
on  his  way  to  cast  himself  from  his  bullock-car  and  take 
to  his  feet,  under  penalty  of  being  burned  after  all.  One 
cannot  help  feeling  that  in  all  probability  this  escape, 
with  all  the  change,  movement,  and  excitement,  must 
have  fonned  by  far  the  pleasantest,  if  not*the  only, 
agreeable  hours  he  knew  throughout  his  whole  existence ! 
How  his  august  pei-son,  too  sacred  to  be  exposed  to  the 
vulgar  gaze  of  his  subjects,  was  restored  to  its  pristine 
sanctity  after  that  midnight  rush  and  long  tramp  along 
the  dusty  roads,  Japanese  Avriters  have  not  told  us. 

This  double  machineiy  of  a titular  Sovereign  who  only 
reigns,  and  a Lieutenant  of  the  empire  who  only  governs, 
and  does  not  reign,  from  generation  to  generation,  is  cer- 
tainly something  very  curious ; and  by  long  contmuance 
it  seems  to  have  led  to  a duplicate  system  such  as  never 
existed  in  any  other  part  of  the  world,  carried  out  to 
almost  eveiy  detail  of  existence.  Every  office  is  doubled ; 
every  man  is  alternately  a Avatcher  and  watched.  Not 
only  the  whole  administrative  machinery  is  in  duplicate, 
but  the  most  elaborate  system  of  check  and  counter- 
check, on  the  most  approved  Machiavellian  principle,  is 
here  develo])ed  with  a minuteness  and  jierfection  as 
regards  details,  difficult  at  first  to  realise.  As  upon  all 
this  is  grafted  a system  of  more  than  Oriental  mendacity, 
one  feels  launched  into  a Avorld  of  shadows  and  make- 
believes,  hard  to  grapple  with  in  the  practical  business  of 
life.  Of  their  mendacity,  and  c}-nical  views  respecting  it,  I 
had  many  illustrations.  One  of  these  official  gentr}%  upon  a 
])articular  occasion,  having  been  found  by  a Foreign  5Iin- 
ister  in  deliberate  contradiction  with  himself,  Avas  asked, 
soineAvhat  abruptly  perhaps,  hoAv  he  could  reconcile  it  to 
his  conscience  to  utter  such  palpable  untruths  ? With 
perfect  calmness  and  self-possession  lie  replied,  ‘I  told 
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you  last  month  tliat  such  and  such  a tiling  had  been 
done,  and  now  I tell  you  the  thing  has  not  been  done  at 
all.  I am  an  officer  whoso  business  it  is  to  carry  out  the 
instructions  I receive,  and  to  say  what  I am  told  to  say. 
^\Tiat  have  I to  do  with  its  truth  or  falsehood  ? ’ This 
must  be  pleasant  hearing  to  those  whose  business  lies  with 
officials ; — but  perhaps  tiie  chief  difTerence  in  the  manners 
and  customs  of  officials  and  diplomatists  at  the  two 
extremities  of  the  great  Continent  may  after  all  be  more 
in  fomis-than  in  things!  In  Europe,  are  not  official 
untruths  also  told  now  and  then  (some  people  think,  sys- 
tematically)— and  unblushingly  enough  too  ; — only  it  is 
not  considertHl  right  to  avow  the  fiict,  with  the  same  c)’uical 
indifference  to  what  may  be  thought  either  of  it  or  the 
avowal. 

To  return  to  the  Tycoon  and  the  government  of  the 
early  middle  ages,  with  its  Suzerain  and  Feudatories, 
its  fiefs  and  a phantom  king,  with  hereditary  Mayors 
of  the  palace,  and  Chiefs  with  10,000  retainers,  each  one 
holding  himself  as  good  us  the  Tycoon,  who*  must  five 
in  constant  dread  of  open  revolt  or  secret  a.'^sassination 
— what  a pleasant  state  of  existence  for  aU  parties  it 
reveals.  Each  of  these  territorial  magnates  or  great 
Daimios  is  practically  independent  of  the  Tycoon,  when 
within  his  own  territory,  Avith  power  of  life  and  death 
over  all  his  subjects  and  dependent.s.  Mdien  at  Nagasaki, 
I heard  upon  good  authority  a history  of  an  incident 
yet  fresh  in  the  memory  of  every  one,  highly  illustra- 
tive both  of  this  fact,  and  the  state  of  feeling  as  regards 
foreigners  and  Japanese  honour.  Tavo  of  the  retainers 
of  an  officer,  a subject  of  the  Prince  of  Fizen,  got  into  a 
quaiTel  with  some  foreigners  in  the  street,  and  Avere 
disanued,  after  druAving  their  sAvords.  This  reached  the 
Prince’s  ears,  and  so  highly  incensed  him,  that  he  sent 
instant  ordei-s  to  his  officer  to  have  them  beheaded  for 
the  disgrace  they  had  bi'ought  on  themselves  and  their 
Prince,  in  permitting  themselves  to  be  di.sarmed  by 
foreigners.  It  was  said  the  Prmce  had  a pique  against 
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his  officer,  and  was  not  sorry  thus  to  avenge  himself; 
but  be  this  as  it  may,  the  men  lost  their  heads,  and  were 
decapitated  just  outside  of  Nagasaki,  where  the  Tycoon’s 
jurisdiction  ceases.  An  imperial  piissport  will  not  secure 
an  intruder’s  life,  and  each  one  of  these  Barons  is  capable 
of  giving  the  ansAver  Hugh  Capet  provoked,  by  reminding 
a disobedient  vassal  of  his  duties^  and  asking,  ‘ who  made 
him  count?’  ‘Who  made  you  king?’  was  the  defiant  reply. 
And  therefore,  to  keep  such  bold  and  independent  lords 
in  some  subjection,  Taico  Sama  insisted  on  their  spending 
six  months  of  every  year  in  his  capital  at  Yeddo,  where 
they  would  be  under  his  j urisdiction  ( though  hmited,  even 
Avithin  his  moated  city) ; and  Avheu  they  returned  to  their 
territories  he  kept  their  Avives  and  children  hostages. 
Thus  it  seems  a farther  ideasant  state  of  mutual  love 
and  confidence  must  be  perpetuated  betAveen  the  rival 
poAvers,  hereditary  Tycoon  and  hereditarj"  feudal  chiefs  or 
princes.  And  thus  is  explained  tlie  enonnous  extent  of 
the  olficial  quarters  of  the  city  Avitliin  a double  enceinte 
of  glacis,  Wall  and  moat ; and  Avhole  streets  Avitli  moated 
houses,  displaying  a frontage  of  a tliousand  feet  or  more. 
These  form,  as  ah'oady  e.xplained,  an  outer  screen  to  a 
large  courtyard,  furnishing  ranges  of  apartments  for  re- 
tainers and  their  families,  Avhile  fine  and  massive-looking 
gates  of  bronze  and  Avood,  Avith  high  roofs  and  armorial 
bearings,  mark  those  Avhich  are  tlie  property  of  tlie  Daimios 
or  higlier  class  of  nobles.  Notliing  perhaps  is  more  striking 
to  the  eye  of  a stranger  on  first  penetrating  through  thecom- 
mercial  part  of  the  city  into  the  official  quarter,  than  the 
vast  dimensions  of  all  these  residences  of  the  feudal  {)rinces. 
Many  of  the  streets  are  at  least  a hundred  feet  Avitle ; the 
fronts  of  houses,  — that  is,  the  one-storied  range  of  court- 
3'ard  buikhngs, — .sometimes  extend  nearly  a quarter  of  a 
mile ; — and  beliind  lies  garden  and  parade  grounds,  Avhile 
beautiful  timber  can  be  .seen  towering  above,  giving  a 
semi-regal  air  to  the  Avhole  quarter.  No  busino.ss  is  ever 
seen  here.  Nothing  but  reUiiuers  are  ever  visible,  often 
with  boAv  and  arroAvs  slung,  and  all  Avith  the  armorial 
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cognisance  of  their  masters  worked  on  the  back  and 
sleeves  of  their  tunic.  Occiusionally  a guard  may  be  met 
with  musket  and  bayonet,  which,  if  they  did  not  come  from 
European  workshops,  would  to  all  appearance  have  done 
the  best  no  discredit.  But  they  are  all,  I have  been  in- 
formed, of  Dutch  manufacture.  One  would  think  a score 
or  two  of  these  great  hereditary  cliiefs,  princes  in  their 
own  right,  each  with  five  or  ten  thousand  armed  retainers 
wthin  his  townhouse  and  grounds,  would  be  but  dan- 
gerous guests  to  the  Tycoon,  brought  as  they  are  under 
diuance,  or  at  least  compulsion,  by  the  ruling  power,  to 
eat  their  substance,  away  from  their  estates  and  sources  of 
revenue.  Still  this  same  arrangement  of  check  and  counter- 
check has  been  in  existence  for  many  generations,  without, 
it  would  seem,  any  serious  attempt  to  oveitlirow  the  go- 
vernmental system.  Perhaps  this  is  to  be  explained  by  the 
fact,  already  referred  to,  that  power  1ms  pas.sed  in  no 
small  degree  from  the  Tycoon’s  hands,  as  it  formerly  did 
from  the  Mikados,  — and  now  resides  chiefly  in  an  execu- 
tive Council  of  State,  consisting  of  five  mirtisters,  and 
these  again  held  in  no  snudl  check,  if  not  in  subservience, 
by  the  Daimios  and  Feudal  chiefs  of  the  higher  order, 
amounting  to  some  3G0.  Although  these  do  not  actually 
form  a chamber  of  lords,  nor  assemble  in  a body  at  stated 
periods,  nothing  legislative,  it  is  said,  can  be  done  without 
their  assent  obtained,  after  they  have  been  convened  to 
meet  and  deliberate.  It  does  not  appear  that  they  interfere 
overtly  with  the  executive  rule  of  the  empire,  it  being 
ret',ognised  as  tlie  proper  business  of  the  TyciX)n  and  his 
council  of*  ministei’s  to  apply,  and  cause  to  be  respected, 
all  exlsthu]  laws  and  customs.  They  hold  themselves 
too  high  to  demean  themselves  by  taking  part  in  the 
administration,  or  holding  office  under  the  Tycoon. 
But  neither  the  Tycoon  nor  the  ministers,  separately 
or  collectively,  can  venture  upon  a change  in  these  laws 
and  customs  without  their  sanction,  and  a farther  confir- 
mation by  the  phantom  sovereign  of  Miaco,  who,  shut  up 
for  life  within  its  garden  walls,  is  occasionally  recalled  to 
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a consciousness  of  an  outer  world,  by  being  required  to 
give  his  authority  for  some  legislative  action  or  funda- 
mental change  of  which  he  can  know  nothing.  I do  not 
hear  that  it  was  ever  refused,  until  this  recent  affair  of  the 
treaties ; why  should  it  be  ? What  can  it  matter  to  him,  ■ 
poor  recluse,  how  they  govern  or  misgovern  an  empire 
only  in  mockery  called  his  ? 

In  the  meantime,  between  the  Mikado  who  nominally 
wields  the  sceptre, — the  Tycoon  a youth  who  no  less 
nominally  governs  the  kingdom,  and  is  but  fourth  in 
lank  in  the  Japanese  red  book,  for  three  of  the  Mikado’s 
oflicers  Uike  precedence, — and  the  Daimios  great  and 
small — those  with  a million  kokous  * of  rice  for  their 
territorial  revenue,  and  those  with  50,000  and  less, 
who  are  only  nominally  feudatories  — the  administrative 
machinery  of  the  realm  seems  to  be  kept  in  working 
order ! And  this,  whether  Tycoons  die  peaceably  in  their 
beds  (on  their  mats  it  should  be  written),  or  by  the  hand  of 
a conspirator.  Along  the  broad  ramparts  of  the  moated 
enceinte  within  which  the  Tycoon,  by  a strange  retributive 
justice,  as  has  been  remarked,  seems  in  these  days  qidte 
as  much  a cypher  and  a prisoner  as  the  virtually  deposed 
!Mikados,  these  ruling  classes  may  be  studied  any  day,  in 
their  outer  lineaments  at  least.  They  are  often  to  buseen, 
either  on  horseback  or  in  norimon,  going  or  returning  to 
the  Tycoon’s  palace.  First  approaches  a kind  of  standard- 
bearer,  Avith  a tall  staff  or  lance,  or  it  may  be  two  or 
th  ree,  pointed  in  steel,  and  with  something  not  unlike  a 
fleur-de-lis  covering  the  blade,f  as  an  emblem  of  rank  and 
authority : these  vary  in  form  accoi’ding  to  the  dignity. 

Then  a caparisoned  horse,  led  by  two  grooms ; a squad  of 
retainers,  Avith  the  armorial  bearings  of  their  lord  em- 

• A measure  equivalent  to  abi>ut  100  lbs.,  and  valued  on  an  averafre  at 
from  ton  to  twelve  itziboos  (say  fifteen  sbUlings).  In  the  Appendix  will 
be  found  a tabular  list  of  the  liaimios  aud  their  resptietive  revenues,  capitals, 

&c. ; also  a translation  of  the  Y'eddo  red  book  of  the  (rovemment  and 
administrative  hierarchy  of  the  Tycoon’s  (ftivemment.  See  Appendix  E. 

f Another  custom  ehowing  tlio  danfrerous  elements  it  must  have  con- 
tained at  some  fonner  period,  if  not  now,  is  that  of  never  appearing  with 
any  bared  weapon,  spear  or  swonl — that  being  held  to  be  a declamtion  of 
war. 
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broidered  on  their  back  and  sleeves  follows ; and  the  great 
man  himself,  seated,  or  rather  double'd  up,  in  his  norimon, 
comes  next,  wntli  officers  on  each  side.  After  the  great 
man,  come  bearers  of  covers  for  his  norimon,  if  it 
should  rain  ; trunks  with  his  wardrobe,  should  he  wish 
to  change ; a large  umbrella,  if  it  should  chance  to  rain, 
— occa.sionally  more  led  horses  and  a few  attendants  on 
horseback,  and  then  a detachment  of  archers,  matchlock 
men,  and  inferior  followers  with  one  sword  only.  .^Vnd 
so  passes  on  his  way  the  Daimio,  meditating,  it  may 
well  be,  on  the  sudden  and  strange  revolution  in  liis 
country,  which  has  brought  the  foreigner  once  more  to 
the  Japanese  shores,  and  even  into  the  streets  and 
thoroughfares  of  the  capital  — with  the  laws  of  Gongen 
Sama,  the  great  founder  of  tlie  existing  dynasty,  still 
denouncing  a»  jagh  freason,  with  death  for  the  penalty, 
any  one  harbot&lita^  foreigner  within  the  dominions  of  the 
Tycoon, — and  stm  enjoining  all  good  and  loyal  subjects  to 
slay  and  exterminate  any  of  the  hated  race  who  may 
ever  venture  to  desecrate  the  sacred  soil  of  Nipon  by  their 
j)rescnce ! This  law,  it  is  very  certain,  has  never  been 
repealed ; and  by  it  we  are  outlaws  in  the  land.  Any- 
one may  slay  us,  therefore,  and  plead  in  justification  one 
of  th*  statute  laws  of  the  empire ! A curious  state  of 
affairs  this,  where  a large  class  of  nobles  and  retainers 
dwell,  side  by  side  with  foreigners  whom  they  hate. 
Wliat  but  murders  and  butcheries  can  possibly  come  of 
such  a state  of  things  ? It  must  be  quite  evident  that 
either  the  relative  status  of  the  foreigner  and  the  armed 
classes  must  be  altered  ; or  we  shall  be  compelled  to 
abandon  the  capital,  and  accept  a wholly  different  position 
in  the  country,  to  that  which  was  stipulated  for  by  existing 
treaties. 
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FIRST  BLOODSHED ARRIVAL  OF  COUNT  IIOURAVIEFF  AMOORSKT 

WITH  A RUSSIA.N  SQUADRON AN  OFFICER  AND  TWO  OF  THE 

SAILORS  BUTCHERED  IN  THE  STREETS  OF  YOKOUAUA — EUROPEAN 
DIPLOMACY  AND  EASTERN  POLICY. 

The  British  and  American  Legations  had  been  esta- 
blished in  Yeddo  some  six  weeks — Jefk  to  themselves, 
as  I have  said,  to  make  their  waj  Witihfy  best  could, 
without  a pendant  of  either  naticM|A-.^||,the  Japanese 
waters,  when  Count  MouravielT  Amoofsky  arrived  with  a 
squadron  of  ten  vessels.  As  Governor-General  of  Siberia, 
and  the  territories  recently  torn  from  the  Chinese  in 
Manchouria,  he  was  supposed  to  have  paid  a visit  to 
Yeddo  for  the  purpose  of  settling  the  joint  occupation  of 
Sagalien,  a large  island  off  the  ^lanchourian  coast,  hitherto 
in  the  joint  oc’-cupation  of  Chinese  and  Japanese. 

Previous  to  this  arrival  affairs  had  been  going  on, 
if  not  very  satisfactorily,  at  least  Yvith  no  more  serious 
dilliculties  than  might  perhaps  have  been  reasonably 
anticipated  with  an  Eastern  people,  and  a government  so 
long  isolated  from  the  rest  of  the  world. 

The  currency  question,  after  a long  struggle,  had  ended 
in  the  Japanese  Gevernment  giving  way,  and  withdrawing 
for  the  present  the  obnoxious  new  coin.  The  Consuls 
were  located  at  Kanagawa,  and  a right  of  road  had  been 
secured  under  a system  of  pas.sports.  Even  as  regarded 
a site  at  Kanagawa  for  the  merchants,  there  were  not 
wanting  indications,  that  on  this  point  also  the  govern- 
ment wivs  prepared  to  yield. 

To  counterbalance  these  material  advantages  g£uncd,  a 
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gcKxl  deal  of  liostile  feeling  seemed  ready  for  manifestation 
whenever  occjision  served.  Mi\  lleuskin,  the  Secretary 
of  the  American  Legation,  had  been  more  than  once 
assaulted  by  some  of  the  Samourai,  or  two-sworded 
retainers  of  the  Dairaios  ; — and  he  had  been  repeatedly 
mobbed  and  molested,  when  attempting  to  psiss  through  a 
populous  quarter  of  the  city,  near  to  the  celebrated  Nipoii 
Bos  — a bridge  across  a river  from  whence  all  the  statute 
measurements  on  the  road,  from  one  end  of  the  empire  to 
the  other,  are  taken. 

Various  minor  acts  of  rudeness  and  insult  had  also 
fallen  to  the  share  of  the  British  Legation.  But  as  regarded 
the  mobbing  and  pelting,  I made  a vigorous  protest  on 
August  9 of  this  year  (1859) ; declaring  that  the  Japanese 
Government  would  be  held  re.sponsible  if  they  permitted 
such  hostile  acts  on  the  part  of  the  populace.  The  conclud- 
ing ])aragraphs  so  perfectly  describe  our  actual  position  at 
the  time  that  I cannot  do  better  than  transcribe  them  : — 

‘Finally,  I come  to  the  state  of  aflaii-s  here— at  the 
capital  and  seat  of  government.  Two  Foreign  Ilepresen- 
tatives  only  are  here,  with  half-a-dozen  gentlemen  attached 
to  their  Missions.  They  have  been  sent  in  accordance 
with  treaties,  and  have  trusted  themselves  alone  in  the 
midst  of  a vast  population,  without  ships  of  war,  or  other 
protection  than  the  loyalty  and  good  faith  of  that  govern- 
ment, and  the  presumed  respect  of  Japanese  people  for 
their  own  laws,  and  the  mutual  obligations  of  State.s. 

‘ Do  your  Excellencies  know  how  this  confidence  on  our 
jmrt  has  been  met  ? No  officer  of  the  Missions  of  either 
countiy,  Great  Britain  or  the  United  States,  can  widk  out  of 
their  official  residence  without  risk  of  rudeness,  offence,  and 
latterly  — more  especially  latterly — violence  of  the  most 
wanton  and  determined  character.  Stones  are  thrown,  blows 
are  struck,  swords  are  drawn  on  gentlemen  passing  along 
the  great  thoroughfares  iuoflensively  and  peaceably,  offering 
neither  offence  nor  provocation  to  any  one.  I hear  that 
a few  days  ago  the  American  Secretaiy  of  Legation,  Mr. 
Heuskin,  was  attacked  deliberately,  and  stmek  a violent 
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blow  while  slowly  walking  his  horse  on  the  road ; and 
this  not  by  a coolie,  or  even  a drunkard,  as  far  as  could 
be  observed,  but  one  of  “ those  officers  bearing  swords.” 
A day  or  two  later,  I further  hear,  he  and  the  Consul  of 
Ilolland,  who  was  in  his  company,  were  assailed  in  the 
centre  of  the  town,  and  in  open  day,  with  stones ; and 
not  by  itlle  boys — not  by  one,  but  hundreds  of  men — 
not  for  a moment  either,  but  persistently  for  a considerable 
time,  two  officials  being  present  at  the  time,  and  sturing 
no  hand  to  put  a stop  to  such  an  outrage.  My  own  staff 
have  complained  to  me  of  insolence  and  rudeness  expe- 
lienced  in  their  walks,  and  not  always  from  common 
j)cople,  but  officei's ; and  sometimes  stones  have  been 
thrown,  without  the  shadow  of  a pretext,  by  provocation 
or  offence,  offered  on  their  part ; on  the  contrary,  it  is 
always  from  behind  their  assailants  come.  It  appears  they 
do  not  deem  it  inconsistent  with  a reputation  for  courage 
to  attack  perfectly  inoffensive  and  unarmed  strangei’s 
walking  alone  in  their  streets  (under  safeguard  only  of  the 
good  disposition  of  the  population,  and  the  laws  of  their 
countiy),  and  think  it  no  disparagement  to  their  courage, 
and  no  evidence  of  cowardice,  to  steal  from  behind  to 
throw  these  missiles,  or,  backed  by  a crowd,  to  attack 
by  dozens  a single  stranger. 

‘ These  outrages  can  only  be  considered  as  a reproach 
and  a scandal  to  any  city  where  all  the  powers  of  a 
government  are  concentrated  and  available  for  the  main- 
tenance of  order.  I pray  your  Excellencies  to  allow  me 
for  a moment  to  draw  your  serious  attention  to  some 
leading  facts  connected  with  such  acts,  if  not  the  inferences 
to  which  they  lead.  This  demeanour  of  the  population 
was  not  observable  on  the  first  arrival  of  the  Foreign 
Missions  last  month  ; they  have  gradually  become  more 
noticeable ; while  latterly,  each  day  seems  to  bring  a new 
instance,  with  accession  of  violence  and  aggravating  cir- 
cumstances. 

‘ Whence  is  this  ? As  regards  my  own  Mission  I can 
vouch  for  the  absence  of  all  pretext  or  shadow  of  justifi- 
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cation,  even  in  their  demeanour,  for  any  display  either  of 
ill-will  or  oflensive  conduct.  I feel  scarcely  less  cerUun 
that  no  just  provocation  has  been  received  from  the 
American  Mission.  I have  said  that  in  the  beginning  such 
action  on  the  part  of  officers  and  populace  alike  did  not 
exist ; and  in  saying  so,  I do  not  overlook  the  fact  that 
in  all  large  cities  there  will  be  idle  and  ill-conditioned 
people  about  the  thoroughfares,  disorderly  boys  who  will 
follow  and  sometimes  hoot  at  foreignei's,  or  idly  throw  a 
stone.  These  things  may  happen  everywhere,  and  in  most 
civilised  states  ; nor  to  such  instances  as  these  have  I ever 
thought  it  necessary  to  draw  your  attention:  but  there 
is  this  noUible  difference  between  these  continued  and 
reiterated  acts  of  aggression  directed  against  the  five  or  six 
individuals  forming  two  diplomatic  ^lissions  (who  must 
be  very  generally  known  to  be  the  only  foreign  residents 
at  Yeddo),  and  what  might  take  place  in  any  city  of  Europe 
— viz.,  that  such  public  display  of  violence  could  not  take 
place,  without  its  being  the  duty  of  certain  public  officers 
charged  with  the  maintenance  of  the  peace  to  interfere 
and  put  a stop  to  it,  and  apprehend  some  at  least  of  the 
most  prominent  offendei's,  who  would  in  that  case  be 
certainly  and  severely  punished  for  their  violation  of 
the  law.  Secondly,  that  if  any  officer,  or  civilian  oven 
of  respectability,  saw  such  disgraceful  conduct  towards 
inoffensive  strangers,  they  would  of  their  own  accord 
interfere  to  prevent  its  continuance,  and  secure  if  possible 
the  apprehension  of  some  of  the  assailants.  And  they 
woidd  be  held  disgraced  in  public  opinion,  if  they  failed 
do  so,  much  more  if  they  stood  by,  encouraging  such 
ruffianly  violence  ; wliile  any  officer  or  public  functionary 
so  acting,  could  hardly  escape,  on  complaint,  if  not  without 
it,  the  puni.shment  due  to  his  conduct.  If  any  such 
instances  of  unprovoked  and  unpunished  violence  offered 
to  inoffensive  foreigners  ever  occur  in  European  States, 
there  is  no  one  who  does  not  know  that  they  are  the 
exceptions,  not  the  rule  ; and  the  occurrence  of  one  is 
quite  sufficient  to  move  the  government  or  municipal 
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authorities  to  more  strenuous  efforts  to  provide  against 
the  possibility  of  a recurrence  of  tlie  same  acts  with  hke 
imjmnity. 

‘ In  all  these  essential  points  I am  obhged  to  conclude 
the  inliabitants  and  officers  of  Yeddo  differ  from  the 
functionaries  and  populations  of  every  other  city  in  the 
civilised  world.  1 say  it  with  regret,  but  the  facts  compel 
me  to  adopt  this  conclusion.  Day  after  day  these  insidts 
and  outrages  are  offered  to  five  or  six  individuals ; they 
increase  in  frequency  and  violence  : no  functionary  inter- 
feres. Officei-s  are  sometimes  the  assailants,  and  oftencr 
still,  either  passive  or  encouraging  spectators. 

‘ With  all  this  going  on  almost  under  the  walls  of  the 
Tycoon’s  palace  — and  the  Representatives  of  two  of  the 
Great  Powers  of  the  West  subjected  to  d:iily  insult  in  the 
persons  of  those  attached  to  them,  and  liable  to  the  same 
treatment  in  their  own  pei-sons  — neither  the  Japanese 
Government,  nor  the  functionaries  charged  with  the 
maintenance  of  the  laws  and  good  order  in  the  city  give 
sign  of  life.  No  steps  are  taken,  to  all  appearance,  to 
prevent  the  continual  recurrence  of  these  scenes  of  dis- 
gniceful  violence,  by  the  direct  and  timely  inteivention 
of  the  proper  authorities  on  the  spot.  No  public  procla- 
mation is  issued  to  warn  the  inhabitants  of  the  penalties 
of  such  conduct,  and  prohibit  it  in  the  name  of  the  law 
and  the  Government.  No  authoritative  act  appears,  insist- 
ing upon  the  respect  and  consideration  due  to  foreigners 
coming  as  guests  m the  midst  of  this  population, — to  the 
Rcpre.sentatives  of  Foreign  Powers  entitled,  by  treaty  and 
universal  custom,  not  only  to  perfect  immunity  from  eveiy 
description  of  wrong,  but  to  respect  and  consideration. 

‘ I will  not  toll  your  Excellencies  what  are  the  natural 
and  legitimate  inferences  to  be  drawn  from  all  the  facts  I 
have  been  reluctantly  compelled  on  this  occasion  to  bring 
under  your  serious  notice  ; but  I am  bound  to  state  that 
if  the  Japanese  Government  desired  to  make  the  treaties, 
so  fonnally  entered  into  a short  year  ago  with  Foreign 
Powers,  null  and  void  of  effect,  without  actually  declaring 
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such  to  be  their  intention  ; to  make  trade  impossible  by 
vexatious  impediments,  delays,  and  changes  of  currency ; 
and,  finally,  to  render  the  residence  of  Diplomatic  agents 
in  Yeddo  either  imtenable  or  dangerous  to  hfe,  with  all 
the  risks  of  misunderstandings,  demands  for  redress 
backed  by  power,  and  risks  of  collision  — deplorable  in 
all  circumstances  — and  grave  complications  of  national 
interests  with  it ; it  would  be  dillicult,  I conceive,  to 
devise  any  system  better  calculated  to  effect  this  end, 
whether  I regard  that  which  has  been  done  and  openly 
pei-mitted,  or  that  which  has  neither  been  done  nor 
attempted,  to  avert  the  worst  consequences. 

‘ I deeply  regi-et  to  have  to  make  such  serious  represen- 
tations to  your  Excellencies,  on  matters,  too,  involving  our 
national  relations  with  Japan.  I have  it  very  earnestly  at 
heart  to  avert  consequences  I too  clearly  foresee  will 
follow,  if  prompt  and  efficaxcious  means  be  not  taken  to 
that  end.  It  is  the  desire  of  my  Government,  and  the 
interest  of  Great  Britain,  to  be  at  peace  with  all  nations, 
and  cultivate  only  the  best  relations  : but  it  is  not  per- 
mitted to  any  nation  with  large  interests  at  stake,  and 
national  honour  to  defend,  to  shrink  from  the  due  main- 
tenance of  its  treaty  rights ; and  lea«t  of  all  can  Great 
Britain  allow  them  to  be  trampled  under  foot,  here  or 
elsewhere.  I am,  therefore,  acting  strictly  and  simply  in 
accordance  with  my  instnictions  in  taking  the  only  step 
which  appears  calculated  to  prevent  any  interruption  to 
the  good  understanding  and  friendly  intercourse  it  was 
the  object  of  the  treaty  to  establish  and  maintain  in\dolate, 
by  caUing  the  attention  of  the  Government  of  Japan, 
through  your  Excellencies,  to  the  imperative  necessity  for 
the  vigorous  adoption  of  measures  which  shall  render 
.such  frequent  and  grave  causes  of  complaint  impossible  ; 
and  allow  the  treaty  to  take  effect,  by  the  removal  of 
obstacles  for  which  the  Japanese  Goveniment  must,  un- 
avoidably, be  responsible.’ 

This  undoubtedly  had  its  effect,  for,  although  the 
ministers  disclaimed  all  knowledge  of  the  parties  offending. 
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and  denied  their  power  to  prevent  such  popular  de- 
moastrations ; — I rode  through  this  quarter  a week  later, 
and  several  miles  on  the  other  side,  and  not  a hand  or 
voice  was  raised  against  me ; nor  have  such  scenes  ever 
been  renewed  since.  If  the  Government  had  nothing  to 
do  with  this  sudden  cessation  of  such  hostile  acts,  it  was 
certainly  a very  strange  coincidence  that,  so  immetliately 
after  an  energetic  remonstrance,  they  ceased  altogether 
and  permanently. 

Count  Mouravieff  took  up  his  residence  at  a large 
temple,  having  landed  with  a guard  of  300  men  fully 
armed  and  equipped.  Shortly  afterwards  I heard  that 
some  of  his  officers,  in  walking  through  the  city,  had  been 
annoyed  and  insulted ; and  one  morning  he  came  to 
breakfast  with  me,  arriving  late,  and  looking  as  if  some- 
thing untoward  had  occurred.  In  a few  moments  he 
told  me,  he  had  just  received  some  deplorable  intelligence 
from  Kanagawa.  An  officer,  A\dth  a sailor  and  a steward 
of  one  of  the  Russian  ships,  had  been  on  shore  about  8 
o’clock  the  previous  evening  to  buy  some  provisions,  and 
on  their  way  to  the  boat,  close  to  the  principal  street,  in 
which  many  of  the  shops  -were  still  open,  the  party 
was  suddenly  set  upon  by  some  armed  Japanese,  and 
t?  hewn  down  with  the  most  ghastly  wounds  that  could 
be  inflicted.  The  steward,  though  mortally  woundetl 
it  was  feared,  still  lived,  having,  after  tlie  first  onset, 
succeeded  in  rusliing  into  a shop.  The  other  two 
were  left  in  a pool  of  blood,  the  flesh  hanging  in  large 
masses  from  their  bodies  and  limbs.  The  sailor  w'as  cleft 
through  his  skull  to  the  nostrils,  half  the  scalp  sliced 
down  and  one  arm  nearly  severed  from  the  shoulder 
through  the  joint.  The  officer  was  equally  mangled,  liis 
lungs  protruding  from  a sabre  gash  across  the  body  ; the 
thighs  and  legs  deeply  gashed.  Tlie  ruffians,  it  appears, 
were  not  content  with  simply  killing,  but  must  have 
taken  plcjisure  in  cutting  them  to  pieces.  All  three,  un- 
fortunately, were  unarmed  ; but  numbers  of  people  were 
either  in  sight  or  in  the  close  \’iciuity.  Was  it,  then, 
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a mere  liighway  robbery  with  murder  as  an  accompani- 
ment, or  was  it  an  act  of  hatred  and  revenge?  It  is 
said  that  one  or  more  officials  had  been  dismissed,  on  the 
complaint  of  General  MouraviefT, — for  insults  offered  to 
some  of  his  own  officers  a day  or  two  before.  This 
seemed  to  offer  a possible  clue  to  the  assassins,  but  nothing 
had  been  heard  of  them. 

This  first  deed  of  blood  took  every  one  by  surprise,  for 
although,  as  I have  recorded,  there  were  not  wanting 
evidences  of  hostility  somewhere  — believed  more  es- 
pecially to  have  its  origin  in  Yeddo  among  the  Daimios 
and  their  anned  retainers  — it  had  hitherto  only  mani- 
fested itself  by  acts  of  rudeness  and  insult,  or  the  turbu- 
lence of  a mob.  Here,’  without  the  slightest  provocation, 
and  away  from  the  capital,  three  unfortunate  men  had 
been  set  upon  and  butchered  in  the  most  savage  manner. 
What  was  the  motive,  and  who  were  the  perpetrators  ? It 
was  difficult  to  imagine  they  could  be  common  highAvay- 
nien  and  robbers — ^Lonins,'  as  brigands  are  called  in  this 
country,  including  all  the  criminal  classes  who  have  no 
fixed  abode,  employment,  or  lord, — disbanded  soldiera, 
disgraced  and  unclassed  retainers  of  the  Daimios,  deser- 
ters, &c.  It  is  difficult  to  attribute  the  act  to  any  of  these 
for  purposes  of  plunder ; — because,  although  they  did  carry 
off  a money-box  the  steward  had  with  him,  it  was  found 
on  the  road  to  Kanagawa.  True,  it  contained  only  foreign 
cx)ins,  Avhich  they  may  have  thought  too  dangerous  pro- 
perty, and  nearly  useless  to  them  after  such  a deed.  It  is 
believed  that  the  parties  had  come  down  to  Kanagawa 
from  Yeddo.  This  is  certain  — by  the  depositions  of  the 
steward  and  of  the  officer,  who  did  not  expire  until  some 
of  his  companions  had  reached  the  spot  — that  one  or 
more  of  the  attacking  party  wore  the  two  swords  distinc- 
tive of  an  officer’s  rank  in  Japan.  A sandal  Avas  left 
on  the  ground,  Avhich  by  its  make  proved  the  rank  of 
the  wearer  to  be  above  that  of  a coolie.  A vest,  too, 
had  been  tom  off,  but  with  no  distinguishing  badge  or 
mark ; and  a piece  of  a broken  sword  Avas  found  by  the 
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bodies  — all  useful  means  of  tracing  the  assassins.  But 
the  Governor,  when  the  British  Acting  Consul  went  tb  him 
at  four  o’clock  in  the  morning,  on  being  informed  of  what 
had  happened,  treated  the  whole  matter  with  a kind  of 
brutal  levity  (such,  at  least,  was  the  impression  he  gave), 
and  there  was  little  hope  of  justice  from  such  authority. 
They  were  not  mere  highwaymen,  however ; because  the 
manner  in  which  the  murdered  men  were  slashed  aud  nearly 
dismembered,  indicated  more  than  a mere  desire  to  disable 
or  kill.  There  was  something  savage  and  vindictive,  in- 
dicating personal  or  political  feeling,  in  the  number  and 
nature  of  the  wounds.  On  the  other  hand,  if  it  had  some 
ulterior  or  political  design  of  intimidation  addressed  to  all 
the  Foreigners,  surely  none  in  high  places  would  have 
chosen  this  particular  moment, — when,  by  a rare  chance, 
there  was  a powerful  foreign  squadron  in  the  bay  of  the 
nation  to  which  the  victims  belonged,  and  a chief  in 
Count  Mouravieff,  who  could  land  an  army  on  their  ter- 
ritory from  the  neighbouring  coast  if  he  pleased,  in  a 
shorter  period  than  could  any  other  foreign  representa- 
tive or  government.  But  it  was  precisely  on  account  of 
this,  according  to  popular  rumour,  that  the  deed  was 
done,  and  his  men  were  singled  out.  In  the  troubles 
consequent  on  the  last  Americau  treaty,  Prince  Mito,  as  I 
have  already  explained,  was  exiled  by  the  Eegent,  Ika- 
wono-no-kami,  whose  o^vn  tragic  end  was  not  yet  fore- 
shadowed. Since  that  period  the  prince  had  been  left 
under  a species  of  surveillance,  chafing  under  the  loss 
of  power  and  the  failure  of  his  projects.  Having  yet  a 
large  body  of  officers  and  retainers  devoted  to  him  as 
their  feudal  chief,  — it  was  supposed  he  had  now  taken 
this  means  of  bringing  the  existing  government,  and  its 
real  chief  the  Regent,  into  colfision  with  a foreign  Power; 
hoping  in  the  confusion  to  recover  his  position,  and 
perhaps  .seize  upon  the  reins  of  power  ns  Tycoon. 

Another  account,  already  referred  to,  represented  it  as 
an  act  of  personal  revenge  directed  indiscriminately 
against  any  Russians  that  might  come  in  their  way,  in 
order  to  avenge  the  disgrace  of  an  official,  which  Count 
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MouraviefT had  insisted  upon,  as  a satisfaction  for  some  vio- 
lence or  insult  offered  to  a party  of  his  officers  in  Yeddo. 

Of  the  real  motives,  or  the  actual  pcrpetratoi's,  nothing 
positive  has  ever  been  known.  But  no  one  believed  that 
it  was  a mere  case  of  highway  robbery  and  murder. 
Count  MouraviefT  was  pleased  to  confer  with  me  as  to  the 
best  steps  to  be  taken,  and  the  means  of  obtaining  the 
punishment  of  all  concerned  in  this  atrocity ; or,  failing 
this,  the  means  of  exacting  such  satisffiction  or  reparation 
for  the  outrage  as  could  be  accepted,  and  might  best  deter 
the  Government  or  the  Daimios  from  recurring  to  such 
means  of  carr}dng  out  a policy  of  hostility  and  exclusion 
— if  such,  indeed,  was  the  construction  to  be  put  upon 
this  otherwise  motiveless  crime. 

This  involved  many  considerations,  both  of  expediency 
and  practicability.  The  news  had  onlyjust  been  received 
of  the  repulse  of  both  English  and  French  forces  at  the 
Peiho  — recoiling  defeatetl  from  the  Taku  forts.  It  was 
not  to  be  conceived  that  this  would  be  without  signifi- 
cance or  influence  on  the  minds  of  the  Japanese  rulers. 
True,  I had  myself  announced  the  fact  to  the  Government 
(preferring  this  to  leaving  it  to  less  sure  hands  to  bear  intel- 
ligence which  could  not  be  kept  secret),  and  had  declared 
at  the  same  time  the  certainty  that,  as  soon  as  forces  could 
be  despatched  from  England  or  India,  signal  retribution 
would  be  exacted.  Yet  the  check  had  actually  taken  place, 
and  the  retribution  was  future  and  contingent ; and  might 
well  seem  to  them  less  certain  than  I represented  it. 

A few  days  later  a drunken  officer  was  brandishing  one 
of  the  sabres  they  carry  (a  murderous  weapon  in  any 
hands,  with  a powerful  leverage  of  handle,  and  an  edge 
like  a razor),  vowing  he  would  have  the  head  of  a 
Eussian.  And  what  was  done?  He  was  evidently 
dangerous,  and,  after  some  delay,  he  was  dragged  down 
at  a respectful  distance  by  a long  pole  with  a hook,  and 
disarmed,  but  only  to  be  sent  about  his  business.  It 
was  impos.sible  to  disguise  the  fact  that  a hostile  spirit  of 
the  worst  kind  was  abroad ; and  to  .all  remonstrance.s,  the 
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Foreign  Ministers  quietly  observed,  that  these  acts  of  vio- 
lence fully  justified  them  in  all  they  had  urged  upon  the 
Plenipotentiaries  negotiating,  as  to  the  dangerous  character 
of  the  population  in  Yeddo,  and  the  expediency  of  deferring 
the  residence  of  any  diplomatic  agents  for  two  or  three 
years ! It  wa«,  of  coui’se,  easy,  and  it  might  be  pleasant, 
for  them  to  fulfil  their  own  predictions  of  mischief ; but 
would  the  contracting  Powers  allow  their  agents  to  be 
driven  out  of  Yeddo  by  mob  violence  — their  subjects  to 
be  murdered  in  the  streets,  and  all  trade  made  impossible  P 
In  the  meantime  this  Is  what  they  menaced  us  with  thus 
early;  and  the  position  of  all  the  diplomatic  agents  at  YYddo 
was  anything  but  secure,  if  not  full  of  peril ; — and  boded 
ill  for  the  possibility  of  any  satisfactory  relations  being 
established.  There  was  too  much  rea.son  to  believe  that 
a powerful  party  among  the  hereditary  Princes  and 
Daimios  were  disposed  to  risk  everything,  rather  than 
peiTuit  peaceable  intercourse  and  good  relations  with 
European  Powers  to  be  established  ; and  the  late  checks 
sufferal  by  the  allies  at  the  Peiho,  and  the  French  in 
Cochin  China, — with  the  war  raging  in  Europe  at  the  time, 
may  all  have  tended  to  embolden  them  to  make  the  effort 
without  farther  delay  — to  drive  the  Missions  from  the 
Capital,  and  all  trade  from  its  vicinity. 

In  the  end,  it  was  seen  nothing  could  be  done.  To 
blockade  • the  port  and  bombard  the  city,  assuming  it 
were  in  the  Count’s  power  to  do  either,  gave  little  promise 
of  better  result.  The  fiis-t  would  have  the  immediate 
effcK’t  of  making  b<jth  the  Capital  and  poi  t of  Kanagawa 
untenable  to  Foreigners ; — and  the  liust  wtis  an  extreme 
measure,  likely  to  cost  the  lives  of  thousands  of  innocent 
and  harmless  people,  without  doing  the  leiust  injury  to 
those  really  concerned  in  the  wrong.  In  this.  Count 
Mouravieff  seemed  entirely  to  agree ; and  he  finally  tof)k 
his  departure  a few  days  afterwards,  having  insisted  upon 
certain  ‘ high  officers  ’ going  on  board  and  making  in 
person  an  apology  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  which 
entered  into  an  engagement  to  discover  and  punish  the 
offenders  by  a given  period.  It  was  further  stipulated 
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and  agreed  that  the  Governor  of  Kanagawa  shoidd  be 
disgraced,  and  that  they  should  build  a inortuaiy  chapel, 
and  keep  a guard  in  perpetuity  on  the  spot.  It  was 
very  characteristic,  that  this  last  condition  was  precisely 
the  one  they  most  resisted,  as  entailing  on  all  posterity  a 
great  and  endless  expense ! 

And  so  ended  the  first  of  a long  series  of  tragedies, 
with  something  very  hke  a solemn  farce ; the  apology  and 
the  promise  were  made,  the  chapel  has  been  built,  but 
of  course  nothing  has  ever  been  heard  of  the  perj^etrators, 
and  the  very  Governor  so  disgraced  was  actually  named, 
two  years  later,  to  proceed  as  one  of  the  Tycoon’s  Envoys 
on  a mission  to  the  Treaty  Powers  in  Europe — the  Court  of 
Kussia  among  the  rest : and  it  was  only  on  my  remonstrance 
that  he  was  removed  from  the  mission  and  iuiother 
aj)pointed  in  his  place.  The  struggle  had  now  commenced 
in  earnest,  and  first  blood  had  been  shed  — the  struggle 
betw'een  European  diplomacy,  with  protocols  and  the 
appliances  of  modern  warfare  in  the  background;  — and 
Japanese  policy,  animated  by  a fierce  spirit  of  national 
fanaticism  and  hostihty  to  all  innovation,  backed  by  the 
jissassin’s  steel  and  all  the  weapons  of  oriental  treachery 
and  ruthless  cruelty. 
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IMl’IiOVINO  ritO.Sl’ECTS AN  OFFICIAL  INTEUVIEW  WITH  THE  TWO 

MINISTERS  OF  FOItEION  AFFAIRS RIDE  HOME  BY  MOONLIGHT 

HOW  VEDDO  APPEARS  AFTER  SUNSET. 


JULY  and  August  were  gone,  the  first  two  mouths  after 
my  arrival ; and  however  monotonously  the  time 
seemed  to  pass,  day  after  day  glided  imperceptibly  away. 
It  is  in  these  circumstances,  that  time  in  the  retrospect 
always  seems  the  shortest.  With  nothing  to  mark  or 
distinguish  one  day  from  another,  (one  day  and  night 
being  the  exact  counterpart  of  the  other,)  the  mind 
refuses  to  tsike  account  of  the  unvarying  succession ; and 
the  memory  finds  nothing  prominent  whereon  to  attach 
a record.  The  days  themselves  may  seem  long,  with 
nothing  to  break  the  dull  flow  of  the  unrippled  stream, 
while  we  are  living  through  each  one ; — but  on  looking 
back  we  find  it  impossible  to  say  whether  ten  or  twenty 
have  pa.sscd  along  tlie  same  smooth  way,  leaving  no  foot- 
print or  water-mark  on  the  shores.  In  travelling, — where 
each  hour  brings  new  scenes,  new  people  and  things,  while 
events  are  crowded  into  small  sjiace, — or  in  tlie  excite- 
ment of  active  life,  where  every  day  is  fdlcHl  with  the  record 
of  hojKis  or  fears,  successes  or  failures,  work  achieved, 
designs  advanced,  or  retarded  by  adverse  conditions,  — 
the  mind  is  ince.s.santly  on  tlie  stretch  between  the  concep- 
tion and  the  birtli  of  new  projects — and  refuses  to  acce|)t 
a mere  calendar  measure  of  time.  We  liave  lived  ten 
days  or  months  in  one, — counting,  as  the  mind  ever  does, 
by  epoclis,  made  out  of  sensations  and  events;  and  how- 
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ever  nipicl  the  pas-sage  of  each  day,  when  filled  to  the  brim 
with  thoughts  and  deeds,  — in  the  retrospect  a month 
expands  into  space  and  time  without  definite  hmit ! 

Our  only  incident  at  thi.s  period  was  the  appearance  of 
the  cholera.  I returned  from  the  American  Legation  on 
the  evening  of  the  2fith  of  August,  bringing  the  unpleiisjint 
tidings, — and  the  next  morning  I awoke  to  find  myself  in 
its  fell  grip.  The  attack  was  sharp  but  short,  and  my  actual 
danger  was  over  in  a few  hours,  but  I did  not  feel  quite 
well  for  some  time  after ; and  all  the  other  members  of 
the  establishment  had  attacks  more  or  less  severe  in  dia- 
meter. Fortunately  no  fife  was  lost,  and  in  the  meantime 
the  hot  season  was  passing  rapidly  away,  and  in  another 
fortnight  or  three  weeks  we  might  expect  cool  days  as 
well  as  nights.  The  heat,  however,  out  of  the  sun,  was 
never  excessive  ; the  highest  range  of  the  thermometer  in 
the  house  was  only  80°,  and  its  ordinary  pitch  in  mid- 
day was  80°,  while  the  evenings  always  became  cool  and 
pleasant ; there  had  been  not  more  than  two  or  three 
nights  when  the  temperature  could  interfere  with  sleep — 
Ijnng  under  mosquito  curtauis  without  bed-covering. 

The  political  atmosphere  seemed  clearuig.  The  day  1 
was  laid  up  with  the  cholem  one  of  the  Governors  of 
Foreign  Allairs  paid  a visit,  apparently  a call  of  friendly 
courtesy  or  cajolery  — for  he  proposed  that,  at  any  time 
I liked,  he  would  accompany  me  to  see  some  of  the 
more  curious  temples — make  water  parties,  &c.  This  was 
quite  a novel  proposition, for  hitherto  they  had  onlyseemed 
anxious  to  keep  Foreigners  out  of  the  streets,  and  within 
the  four  walls  of  their  official  residences.  He  proposed 
that  jugglers  should  be  sent  for  to  amuse  me,  and  the  next 
day  sent  again  to  ask  after  my  health  ! The  same  comedy 
wiis  acted  wtli  the  American  ^linister.  However,  it  was 
all  received  courteously— of  course,  for  as  much  as  it  was 
worth  only,  but  I looked  upon  it  as  significant  of  some 
anxiety  on  their  part  as  to  the  state  of  their  relations. 
Count  Mouravieff  had,  no  doubt,  made  very  energetic; 
remonstrances  against  the  manifest  laxity  of  Government 
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and  officials  which  allowed  Foreigners  to  be  repeatedly 
stoned  and  mobbed  without  interference,  and  some  of  his 
own  people  finally  murdered  witliin  a few  steps  of  open 
shops,  and  in  sight  of  the  Otono,  or  head  man  of  the  ward  ; 
— who  declared  that,  hearing  blows  in  the  street  opposite, 
and  seeing  through  the  darkness  two  Russians  fall,  ‘ he 
called  his  assistants  to  light  the  lanterns,  and  when  all 
were  ready  salhed  out,’  to  find  two  Foreigners  weltering  in 
their  blood,  nearly  hacked  to  pieces  and  one  already  dead : 
the  murderers  clear  ofi” — of  course.  Upon  which  he  sent 
to  his  superior  officers,  and  waited  orders,  not  even  hfting 
the  dying  officer  from  the  road  I The  removal  of  the 
Governor  and  the  Otono,  it  is  true,  was  the  only  redress 
obtainable ; but  the  Government  spared  no  efibrt  to  remove 
from  the  Count’s  mind  any  impression  he  may  have  had, 
either  of  their  complicity,  or  their  imwillingncss  to  give 
the  fullest  redress,  by  the  seizure  and  execution  of  the 
ofienders,  — if  they  could  be  found.  Unless  they  were  the 
protected  retainers  of  a Daimio  indeed,  this  would  cost 
them  httle  ; life  is  not  set  at  a high  value,  eitlier  by  Japa- 
nese laws  or  customs.  About  this  time  Mr.  Cowan,  one 
of  the  Consulate  interpreters,  was  on  his  way  up  from 
Kanagawa,  and,  just  before  reaching  the  gates  of  the  Lega- 
tion, he  .saw  an  evidence  of  tliis  which  seemed  to  have 
turned  him  sick.  Three  gory  heads  were  stuck  in  a bed  of 
clay  on  a pedestal  by  the  roadside,  with  the  eyes  open 
in  the  fixed  stare  of  death.  I could  not  find  out  to 
whom  they  had  belonged,  or  for  what  crime  their  owners 
had  been  condemned.  But  a theft  of  any  sum  above 
forty  kobangs  is  death,  and  even  repeated  petty  larcenies 
have  the  same  penalty  attached.  Here  is  an  original 
sentence  forwarded  to  the  Consul  in  an  official  letter : — 

To  F.  Hovard  Vyae,  Eaq. 

Kihi'  ! 

Vagabond  in  the  village  Idrocmigawa. 

You  have,  while  in  the  service  of  the  English  merchant 
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Telge,  stolen  3(K)  rio,  in  his  absence,  which  were  kej)t  in  an 
unlocked  box. 

As  this  is  a great  offence,  you  are  sentenced  to  be  belieaded. 

Kisk£  ! 

In  the  village  of  loci  u Mocra. 

During  the  time  you  were  in  the  service  of  Telge,  an  English 
merchant,  residing  in  Yoku-hama,  your  fellow-merchant  Kibi 
stole  his  money ; although  you  were  ignorant  of  this,  it  is 
declared  unlawful  that  you  fled  with  him  when  asked  to  do  so, 
and  suspicious  that  you  allowerl  him  to  pay  your  expenses  for 
lodging,  food,  and  drink,  while  travelling  with  him  for  many 
days. 

You  shall  be  whipped  and  banished. 

The  above  two  sentences  having  been  passed,  the  remainder 
of  the  stolen  money,  284  rio,  17  tempos,  and  80  cash,  is  kept 
at  your  disposal.  I desire  you  may  communicate  the  above 
sentences  to  Telge,  and  hand  him  the  money,  for  which  I beg 
him  to  give  a receipt. 

Proposed  with  respect. 

The  nth  day  of  the  4th  month.  ( June  1,  1860.) 

(Signed)  Takimoto  Dzoehio.nokami. 

Other  signs  of  improvement  were  not  wanting.  When 
we  went  abroad,  tlie  Avard  constables  with  their  jingling 
staves  instantly  turned  out,  and  so  escorted  us  from  street  to 
street,  reheved  at  each  gate.  Mr.  Ileusken,  the  interpreter 
to  the  United  States’  Legation,  went  on  horseback  to  his 
old  haunt,  the  populous  quarter  about  the  Nipon-bas  or 
central  bridge  ; where  he  had  been  so  often  assailed  and 
mobbed,  and  found  himself  well  guarded,  and  not  an 
idle  boy  seemed  to  have  a look,  much  less  a stone  to 
throw  at  him. 

One  day  in  September,  a two  hours’  procession  through 
the  commercial  and  oflicial  cities  in  Norimons  brought 
me  to  the  residence  of  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs ; 
and  another  two  hours,  spent  in  discussing  a great 
variety  of  pending  matters,  were  required  to  set  rne 
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t‘rc'0  to  mount  my  horse,  and  return  by  moonlight  — and 
lantern-light  combined  — with  a noisy  accompaniment  of 
jingling  staves,  to  an  eight  o’clock  dinner. 


KIOHT  SCENB — (From  a Japanese  woodcut.) 


I sliould  like  to  attempt  a description  of  the  whole  from 
beginning  to  end  — procession,  interview,  and  return  by 
night  to  the  temple  of  Tozenjee,  wliere  theBritish  Legation 
was  provisionally  located  — a brief  chapter  in  Yeddo  hfe, 
during  which  glimpses  are  obtained  of  a thousand  things 
connected  with  the  habits  and  character  of  the  Japanese, 
in  their  relations  with  each  other,  in  their  politicid  system, 
and  social  institutions ; — while  the  interview  itself  brings 
out  in  strong  relief  the  conflict  between  the  heterogeneous 
elements  of  two  different  phases  of  civilisation,  each 
marked  by  a state  of  feeling  and  of  ethics  equally  fixed, 
and  sometimes  perfectly  irreconcileable.  Japanese  im- 
perialism and  nationality,  feudalism,  and  the  whole  politi- 
cal aiid  .social  system,  by  which  the  {)eople  are  nf)t  only 
governed  but  influenced  in  their  developement — all  form 
a study  full  of  interest  in  a philo-sopliical  as  well  as  an 
international  point  of  view. 

The  Norimons  are  at  the  door  — suspended  cages. 
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already  described  as  something  like  a large  baby-house, 
with  roof  and  side  doors,  and  cushions,  and  shelves,  and 
windows.  The  .sturdy  Norimon-bearers  wear  a loose  tunic 
of  cotton,  descending  nearly  to  their  heels,  but  when  en- 
gaged in  canying,  especially  if  it  be  a person  of  impor- 
tance, the  skirtsTare  tucked  up  by  the  waistband,  and 
tlie  lower  limbs  and  body,  to  the  waist  nearly,  left  bare 
and  free  — in  token  of  tlie  urgent  bu.sine.ss  on  which  they 
are  engaged  — like  the  Jews  of  old,  who  ‘girded  up  their 
loins  ’ in  somewhat  similar  guise,  very  pos.sibly,  when  pre- 
paring for  a journey  or  for  energetic  action.  Thus 
equipped,  the  anns  of  their  nmster  stampes.!  or  embroi- 
deretl  on  the  back  and  on  each  arm,  they  bend  under  the 
great  projecting  beam  and  raise  it  on  their  shoidders,  the 
bottom  of  the  Norimon  being  then  about  a foot  only 
alx)ve  the  ground.  They  make  no  cry  or  sound  such  as 
the  Chinese  chair-bearers  or  Indian  palanquin-men,  but 
step  out  with  a tolerably  smooth  steady  pace,  at  the 
rate  of  some  three  miles  an  hour.  Ja[)anese  ideas  of 
dignity  are  opposed  to  all  haste,  and  accordingly,  with  a 
s{)ear  carried  in  front  to  which  the  British  flag  is  attached, 
and  half  a dozen  Japanese  armed  with  swords  as  a body- 
guard, reinforced  by  a squad,  of  Japanese  officials  and 
officers  sent  by  the  authorities  to  accompany  me,  the 
procession  winds  slowly  along.  My  horse  is  led  by  a 
groom,  saddled  and  ready  to  mount  in  case  of  accident 
to  the  Norimon ; such  being  the  order  and  theory  of 
travelling  in  Japan.  A great  Daimio  will  sometimes  be 
followed  by  two  or  three  led  horses,  but  only  a very 
poor  noble  is  ever  supposed  to  ride — his  poverty,  not 
his  will,  consenting.  Uad  I been  a Japanese  I should,  in 
addition,  have  had  half  a dozen  bearers  canying  trunks, 
with  changes  of  dress  and  other  objects  for  my  personal 
convenience,  and  as  many  officers  and  armed  retainers  in 
addition  as  miglit  serve  to  mark  a higli  officer’s  dignity — 
from  fifty  to  live  hundred,  or  more.  As  the  cavalcade 
enters  into  the  street,  a couple  of  ward  constables  with 
ponderous  iron  rods,  and  jingling  rings,  making  a loud 
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carillon  each  time  they  strike  the  ground  with  it,  head 
the  march,  and  announce  the  arrival  of  some  one 
of  rank,  as  an  intimation  to  clear  the  road.  These 
are  exchanged  at  veiy  short  distances,  on  the  entrance 
of  eveiy  new  ward,  marked  by  a gate  across  the  street 
or  road,  and  a small  guard-house.  If  it  be  a Daimio 
or  Japanese  of  official  rank,  all  the  inhabitants  are  pro- 
hibited from  standing  up  at  the  doors  or  Avindows  to  look 
at  the  great  man,  and  persons  passing  are  bound  to  stop 
and  make  loAvly  obeisance,  or  go  down  on  their  knees.* 
Amidst  all  these  outward  marks  of  profound  respect  and 
a servile  state,  every  high  officer  of  the  Tycoon  and  every 
Daimio  is  accustomed  to  move.  So  Avide  indeed  is  the 
distance  betAveen  the  hereditaiy  nobles  and  the  ma.ss 
of  the  population,  and  impa.ssable  the  space  dividing 
them,  that  the  veiy  existence  of  the  plebeian  seems 
unrecogni.sed  by  the  patrician  in  his  lordly  progress. 
And  for  that  very  reason  there  may  be  more  real 
liberty  among  the  mass  of  the  people  than  Ave  imagine. 
It  has  often  been  remarked  that  in  the  feudal  ages  of 
Europe,  and  imder  the  most  grinding  despotism  of  croAvned 
heads,  both  in  ancient  and  modern  times,  Avhen  absolute 
poAver  over  the  lives  and  property  of  all  has  been  claimed 
as  of  Divine  right ; that  the  long  submission  of  whole  popu- 
lations Avas  to  be  explained  by  the  fact  that  it  Avas  only 
rarely  the  violence  of  king  or  noble  reached  the  peasant. 
Feudal  princes  and  chiefs  made  Avar  on  and  despoiled  each 
other,  and  kings  preyed  upon  nobles; — but  it  was  only  ex- 
ceptionally that  the  Aveight  of  their  ruthless  hands  Avas  felt 
by  the  humbler  classes.  And  not  seldom,  the  head  despot 
of  all,  made  common  cause  Avith  the  people  against  the  inso- 
lent poAver  of  the  nobles,  and  appeared  rather  in  the  light  of 
the  protector,  than  the  oppressor  of  either  burgher  or  pea- 
sant. As  the  storm  often  strikes  the  highest  trees, and  leaves 

♦ I Imve  sonietiiiifA  tliought  this  ciiKtom  mny  Imve  oripinatoil  as  a nifasiin* 
(if  security  against  those  very  onslaiight.s  of  which  we  have  liad  so  inanv 
instances  tlio  la.st  tlirec  years,  where  unned  men  linve  sprung  U|H)n  liigi 
personages  in  the  midst  ol  their  retinue. 
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the  lowlier  shrubs  unscathed,  so  has  it  often  been  with  tlie 
humbler  classes, — their  lowliness  is  their  protection : — and 
being  beneath  the  notice  and  attention  of  the  great  one.s 
of  the  earth,  save  as  instruments  of  labour,  the  most  preg- 
nant causes  of  revolution  among  the  masses  are  wanting. 
So  it  may  well  be  here  in  Japan,  where  we  find  repro- 
duced, in  its  fullest  vigour,  the  feudal  and  despotic  con- 
ditions of  a long-past  age  and  order  of  society  in  Europe. 
The  outward  show  of  servility  may  be  but  skin  deep,  and 
the  body  of  the  industrial  population,  in  town  and  country, 
may  be  left  with  a larger  share  of  freedom  and  greater 
immunity  from  individual  wrong,  or  meddling  legislation 
brought  to  bear  upon  them  by  those  who  wield  the  chief 
power  of  the  state, — than  in  many  countries  having  the 
fonn  and  show  of  popular  freedom  and  more  democratic 
institutions.  Many  things  which  meet  the  eye  and  the 
ear  tend  to  give  this  impression,  but  of  coui^se  require 
verification  before  any  deduction  of  this  nature  can  be 
accepted  as  conclusively  established. 

We  pass  on  along  the  great  tocado ; tlie  people  in  the 
streets  and  shops,  attracted  by  the  jingling  of  the  iron 
stave-men  and  a line  of  march,  squat  down  on  their  heels, 
as  is  their  manner,  to  get  a peep  into  the  Norimon.  Men 
and  w'omen  steaming  in  the  bathing  houses,  raise  them- 
selves to  the  open  bat’s  of  the  lattice  fronts  to  look  out, 
the  interior  behind  them  pre.senting  a ^^ew  very  faith- 
fully represented  in  the  following  sketch  by  a native  artist. 
In  reference  to  which,  I cannot  help  feeling  there  is  some 
danger  of  doing  great  injustice  to  the  womanhood  of 
Japan,  if  we  judge  them  by  our  rules  of  decency  and 
moilesty.  Where  there  is  no  nense  of  immodesty,  no 
consciousness  of  wrong  doing,  there  is,  or  may  be,  a like 
absence  of  any  sinful  or  depraving  feeling.  It  is  a custom 
of  the  country.  Fathers,  brothers,  and  husbands  all 
sanction  it — and  from  childhood  the  feeling  must  grow 
up,  as  effectually  guarding  tliem  from  self-reproach  or 
shame,  as  their  sisters  in  Europe  in  adopting  low  dresses 
in  the  ball-room,  or  any  other  generally  adopted  fasliion 
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of  "arments  or  amiisenients.  There  is  mucli  in  the  usual 
appearance  and  expression  of  Japanese  women  to  lead  to 
fhi.s  conclusion.  Any  one  of  tlie  real  performei’s  in  the 
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above  scene  — a batliing  saturnalia  as  it  may  appear  to 
us  — wlien  all  is  over  and  the  toilette  is  completed,  will 
leave  the  bath  door  a very  picture  of  womanly  reserve 
and  modesty,  as  truly  limned  on  the  opposite  page, 
looking  as  irreproachable  as  the  best  of  her  sex  ; — 
and  far  more  so,  botli  in  look  and  carriage,  than  a great 
many  of  those  wlio  frequent  the  streets  and  public  places  of 
resort  in  London  or  Paris.  Little  nude  childien  run  a 
few  steps  forward  to  prolong  their  view,  and  bo)’s  and 
girls  somewhat  older  compromise  the  matter  of  costume 
by  a bit  of  printed  calico  hung  from  the  waist,  as  a loose 
apron.  Then  black-teethed  women,  with  mouths  like 
open  sepulchres,  so  dark  and  forbidding  is  the  cavern 
they  unlock,  generally  uncovere<l  to  the  waist  if  in 
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summer  time,  and  with  a copper-coloured  ‘ marmot  ’ 
hanging  to  tlie  breast,  press  forward  for  a sight  at  the 
sliop  doors,  and  rush  down  the  wynds  and  pass/iges 
which  lead  to  the  great  thoroughfare.  T/ittooed  work- 
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men  and  shopboys  add  to  the  throng;  and  swaggering 
among  the  groups  are  many  of  the  two-sworded  gentr}', 
retainers  of  Daimios,  subordinate  officials,  and  military,  all 
fully  irapreased  with  their  own  importance  and  superiority 
— as  well  as  of  the  masters  they  serve,  to  the  common 
plebs — making  them  the  least  safe  or  pleasant  people  in 
all  Yeddo  to  meet. 

But  we  are  in  Norimons,  surrounded  by  servants,  and 
for  the  moment  out  of  the  reach  of  the  whole  class  of 
ruffian  retainers  and  disorderly  soldiers, — unless  they 
resolve  to  make  an  onslaught.  Mile  after  mile  of  streets 
has  to  be  traversed,  shops  and  tea  houses  and  bathing 
estoblishments  meeting  the  eye  at  evciy  step  along  the 
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route.  There  is  the  Swan  and  Edgar’s  of  Yeddo,  witli 
premises  nearly  as  vast ; and  at  least  a hundred  men  and 
women Avaiting  to  attend  the  customers,  and  with  deafening 
cries  inviting  the  latter  to  step  in  and  buy.  The  cleanly 
matted  floor,  raised  some  eighteen  inches  above  the 
street,  serves  for  an  ample  counter  on  which  are  spread  the 
silks  and  gauzes  and  cottons  before  the  purchasers.  As 
in  the  sketch  on  the  opposite  page,  the  seller  and  the  buyer 
both  squatted  on  their  hams  and  heels,  or  bending  for- 
ward on  their  knees,  examine  the  goods  at  leisure.  Time, 
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wliich  is  never  an  object  of  value  in  the  Eii.st,  or  to  an 
Eastern,  — is  ver}’  e.ssential  to  any  satisfactory  dealings. 
The  Japanese,  like  the  Turks,  rather  prefer  a chaffering 
customer,  who,  in  spending  his  money,  will  also  help  them 
to  dispose  of  the  other  commodity,  which  is  apt  to  hang 
heavy  on  their  hands,  and  be  quite  as  difficult  to  get  rid 
of — vacant  hours.  I have  not  gone  deeply  into  Japanese 
silks,  my  knowledge  of  such  wares  being  very  slight, — but 
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I fancy  their  mnnufacturinjf  skill  is  inferior,  in  some  kinds 
at  least,  to  that  of  Europe.  They  have  both  deliaite 
colours  and  fabrics  in  <fau7.e,  however,  Avhich  the  Daimio.s 
and  men  of  rank  wear  in  summer,  with  projecting  wings 
on  the  outer  vest,  giving  something  of  the  appearance', 
when  they  are  in  gala  costume,  of  dnigon  flies.*  Generally 
speaking,  the  shops  make  little  show  ; the  better  chtss  of 
goods  are  not  commordy  set  out  to  attract  the  eye  — 
nor  could  they  be  so  without  damage,  when  the  whole 
.shop  is  open  to  the  street,  with  no  glass  to  protect 
them  from  dust,  or  exposure  to  the  damp.  The  crockery 
.shops,  toy  shops,  second-hand  old  iron  and  bronze  shops, 
fmit  shops,  are  exceptions;  but  little  in  these,  at  all 
tempting,  ever  meets  the  eye  of  a foreigner.  The  lai'- 
quer  ware,  ornaments,  and  similar  articles,  are  always 
packed  away,  and  generally  to  be  unearthed  oidy  by 
diving  into  the  back  — or  mounting  a breakneck  ladder 
to  the  loft  over  the  shop.  They  ai’e,  perhaps,  the  neatest 
caqienters  and  cabinet-makei-s,  and  the  best  co(3pers  in 
the  world.  Their  tubs  and  baths  and  baskets  are  all 
perfect  specimens  of  workmanship.  But  here  we  are  on 
the  Nipon-ba.s,  the  great  central  bridge  of  Nipon,  flung 
across  the  river  Okawa  which  traverses  Yeddo.  The  }>o- 
pulation  hereabouts  is  very  dense,  and  has  distinguished 
itself,  as  I have  related,  by  repeatedly  mobbing  any  luck- 
less traveller  who  may  have  strayed  so  far.  But  there 
are  no  stones  for  us  to-day,  nor  crowding  and  pressing. 
We  are  among  those,  for  the  hour,  ‘ whom  the  king 
delighteth  to  honour,’  and  his  oflicials  lead  the  Avay.  A 
more  lamb-like  or  inoffensive  assemblage  of  sight-seers 
could  hardly  be  found  all  the  world  through ; yet  but 
^ few  weeks  before,  as  we  have  seen,  a member  of  the 
American  Legation  and  the  Dutch  Consul,  although  on 
horseback,  were  driven  back  with  the  volley  of  stones 
that  fell  around  them,  denting  their  pith  helmets,  and 
covering  the  wearers  Avith  brui.ses ! 

At  last  Ave  arrive  at  the  residence  of  the  senior  of  tlu' 
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Foreign  Ministers,  where  tlie  interview  is  to  take  place ; 
glad  enough, — for  the  sun  at  three  o’clock  in  these  latitudes 
is  at  its  hottest,  and  the  whole  atmosjihere  is  heated  like  the 
air  of  an  oven,  which  the  Norimon  under  the  sun’s  rays 
by  no  means  badly  represents.  Here  we  are  set  down, 
and  having  been  disinten-ed,  we  paas  through  one  of 
the  great  gateways  akeady  described  into  a spacious 
well-paved  courtyard,  scrupulously  clean  and  well  kept. 
Immediately  opposite  the  entrance  is  the  covered  entrance 
to  the  dwelling  of  the  Minister,  where,  under  an  ample 
peristyle,  two  superior  attendants  are  in  waiting  to  receive 
the  guests.  Li  the  hall  beyond,  we  find  the  interpreter 
Moriyama  and  two  superior  officers.  We  pass  idong  a 
large  matted  passage  or  corridor  %vith  the  usual  paper 
windows  on  one  side,  and  sliding  panels  on  the  other, 
— generally  removed  in  summer,  and  giving  entrance  to  a 
suite  of  rooms.  Several  Governors  of  Foreign  Affairs  are 
here  in  waiting  to  receive  us  — under-secretaries  of  state 
in  their  functions,  and  created  expressly  for  the  trans- 
action of  foreign  afiliirs  since  the  treaties.  Finally,  we 
gain  an  ante-room,  which  leads  to  a room  of  still  larger 
dimensions  opening  on  to  a narrow  coimt,  and  evidently 
the  principal  apartment  of  the  residence,  all  neatly  matted, 
Avith  silk  borders  to  each  mat ; these  indeed  constituting 
its  usual  furnitura  There  is  a slightly  raised  dais  at  the 
end,  and  midway  up  the  room  the  two  Muisters  stand 
to  receive  their  guests.  A grave  and  silent  salutation  is 
exchanged,  and  each  party  retires  to  opposite  sides, 
where  lacquer  tables  and  chairs  have  been  placed.  The 
Ministers  and  the  foreign  visitors  take  their  seats  at  the 
same  moment.  Morijaima  the  inteiqjretcr,  barefooted,  but 
otherwise  with  Avings  of  gauze  and  surcoat  like  the  rest, 
sinks  on  to  his  knees,  with  his  head  nearly  touching  the 
ground,  in  the  vacant  space  betAveen  those  on  each  side 
Avho  will  have  to  be  the  spokesmen.  Behind  the  Ministers 
to  the  light,  .several  attendants,  in  similar  attitude,  rest  like 
statues  on  their  knees  and  heels  ; a stand  immediately  be- 
hind receives  the  Ministei’s’  tAvo  sAvords ; and  behind  them 
both,  in  a roAv  Avithin  easy  speaking  (.listance,  are  the 
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seven  Governoi’s  of  Foreign  AfTuii's,  often  uppareiitly 
filling  the  part  so  humorously  described  by  Swift  in 
■■Gulliver’s  Travels’  as  the  ‘ Flappei’s  ’ of  the  Mini.stei's,  to 
make  them  undei'stand  what  they  hear,  or,  at  all  events, 
explain  its  meaning,  and  sometimes  suggest  what  to  say  in 
reply.  These  have  no  Uibles  before  them,  and  are  seated  on 
benches  ranged  along  the  wall  on  the  ministerial  side  of  the 
house.  At  the  lower  end,  facing  the  passage,  are  grou[)s 
of  attendants  resting  on  their  heels,  and  silent  as  the  grave. 

We  have  time  to  look  around  us;  nothing  is  huriied  or 
precipitate  here ; scarcely  will  the  first  formalities  have 
been  exchanged  ten  minutes  hence.  We  can  scan  every 
lineament  of  those  present  quite  at  our  eiise  ; only  they 
have  taken  care  to  place  us  opposite  the  light,  and  them- 
selves in  shade  with  their  back  to  it,  so  that  we  may  rest 
assiu-ed  they  have  the  advantage  of  us,  in  any  critical 
examination  of  expression  or  feature.  While  thus  en- 
gaged, see,  there  comes  gliding  up  the  room,  with 
noiseless  step  upon  the  matted  floor,  a troop  of  attendants 
bearing  trays  on  the  level  of  their  chins,  who  re\erently 
place  on  each  of  the  four  tables  a tray,  containing  fire, 
pipes,  and  tobacco.  Othei's  bring  two  kinds  of  tea  in 
lacquer  cups  ; and  all  retire,  as  noiselessly  as  they  came, 
in  long  procession. 

The  senior  of  the  two  Foreign  Ministers  at  this  time  was  a 
■ttdzened  ascetic-looking  old  man,  with  no  great  amount  of 
intelhgence  in  his  countenance ; one  of  the  hereditary 
Daimios,  though  not  of  the  most  powerful  class.  He  had 
been  brought  out  of  a voluntary  retu’ement  to  put  on  the 
heavy  chains  of  office ; and  he  looked  as  if  they  were 
but  little  to  his  taste.  One  cannot  help  thinking  he  must 
have  often  wished,  since  the  sigidng  of  the  treaties  last 
year,  that  he  was  safe  back  in  his  reti'eat,  wdth  monks  for 
his  only  companions,  and  a chaplet  to  count  for  his  cliief 
occupation ! 

The  other  Minister  recently  appointed  on  the  retirement 
from  ill  health  of  his  predecessor,  worn  out  it  appears  by 
the  fiiNt  year  of  foreign  aflliirs,  is  younger  looking  and  of 
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less  ascetic  countenance ; a Daimio  and  a Kami  also.  He 
is  new  to  oiRce  and  intercourse  with  Foreigners.  One 
would  like  to  know  Avhat  are  liis  first  impressions  of  them 
and  the  present  state  of  affairs, — but  you  will  seek  in  vain  in 
thatsmooth  hairless  face  for  any  information  onthesepoints. 

But  now  the  conference  is  opening,  Ilis  Excellency  has 
expressed  his  ‘ fears  that  you  found  the  day  warm,  and  the 
way  very  long ; is  glad  to  find  you  have  survived  both, 
did  not  die  the  other  day  of  the  cholera, — and  are  as  well 
now  as,  the  warmth  of  the  weather  and  other  circumstances 
considered,  can  well  be  expected  ! ’ You,  in  your  turn, 
have  had  some  fears  that  you  had  arrived  after  time ; 
you  hope  that  he  had  not  suffered  from  the  omhious  visita- 
tion of  the  cholera ; you  regret  that  his  colleague  (whom 
you  never  saw  but  once)  had  been  compelled  to  retire  from 
ill  health ; and  you  finally  trust  that  his  new  colleague 
may  be  able  to  support  the  fatigues  of  his  onerous  office, 
without  injurj’  to  his  health. 

Much  more  of  the  same  kind  passes.  At  last  the  inter- 
preters feel  the  real  work  is  beginning.  The  foreign  blood 
will  not  bear  an  mfinite  prolongation  of  nothings ; and 
there  is  a steady  plunge  into  deep  water.  The  prologue 
is  over,  and  the  real  play  begins. 

‘ The  speaker  wrote  some  days  ago  to  know  Avhen 
a messenger  could  be  despatched  to  the  Governor  of 
Neagata  with  instructions  to  facihtate  the  survey  of  the 
harbour  by  one  of  H.M’s.  ships.’ 

Flapper  No.  1.  suggests  an  answer  shall  be  sent,  and 
Minister  replies  accordingly. 

‘ An  answer  had  been  received,  omitting  the  essential, 
which  requires  but  a word ; when  will  the  instructions  and 
messenger  be  sent,  and  how  soon  arrive,  that  the  Consul’s 
letter  may  go  by  the  same  opportunity  ? ’ 

Flappers  consult,  and  Minister,  duly  prompte<l,  answers, 

‘ As  soon  as  you  send  the  letter, — it  will  arrive  in  seven 
days.’ 

‘ Good  ; it  shall  be  sent  to-morrow.  Can  no  interpreter 
be  found  or  spared  ? ’ 

‘ Not  possible.’ 
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‘ Can  iiistnictions  be  giv'eii  for  the  permi^isiou  t(j  survey 
otlier  harbours  if  Neagata  be  found  unfit  ? ’ 

Much  work  of  Flappei-s.  Leave  at  last  obfiiined  for  two 
otlier  places,  and  names  written  down. 

‘ A mail  was  delivered  five  days  ago  at  Kanagawa  to  the 
interpreter  at  the  Treasuiy^  to  be  forwarded  here,  and  ha.s 
not  yet  been  received.’ 

‘ The  first  Flapper  had  heard  of  it ! Inquiry  should  be 
made  ; ’ and  I may  here  mention  that  mail  and  man  disaji- 
jieared,  and  I have  never  been  able  to  ascertain  what 
became  of  either. 

‘Some  one  must  be  greatly  to  blame  should  he  have 
disappeared  ; great  inconvenience  has  resulted.’ 

‘ Inquiry  shoidd  be  made,’  urged  Flappers  2 and  3,  and 
so  speaks  the  Minister. 

Another  subject  is  broached.  ‘ The  Ministei's  have  been 
good  enough  to  place  a set  of  officers  and  an  inteqireter, 
comprador,  &c.,  at  his  orders,  for  which  sjieaker  is  duly 
gratefid.  They  are  no  doubt  placed  there  as  a mark  of 
good-Avill,  and  for  his  protection.  But  among  the  number 
are  certain  ometskys  (spies),  a class  of  officials  who  can 
have  notliing  to  do  at  the  residence  of  a Foreign  Kepre- 
sentative.’ 

‘ Nothing  with  f'he  Representative,  but  necessary  to  his 
protection,  to  watch  their  own  people.' 

‘Their  pre.sence  is  nevertheless  objectionable.’  Great 
commotion  among  Flappers  from  one  to  seven. 

‘ It  is  an  institution  of  the  country,  and  cannot  be  de- 
parted from.’ 

‘ But  inside  the  Legation  their  presence  is  objectionable.’ 

‘ It  is  only  to  watch  Japanese,  for  his  protection.’ 

‘ But  the  results  of  this  protection  from  ometskys, 
officers,  and  comprador,  is  a S3'stem  of  interference  and 
extortion,  which  is  both  offensive  and  intolerable.  Nothincr 
can  be  bought  at  a fair  pnee,  and  there  have  been  man}' 
instances  of  direct  efforts  to  compel  tradesmen  to  add  to 
their  charges.’ 

* Inquirj'  must  be  made ; if  the  officers  ha\’e  mis- 
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Ijoliaved,  they  c<aii  be  changed. — But  such  things  are 
inipos-sible.’ 

‘ All  interference  between  a Diplomatic  Agent  and  the 
Japanese  dealei’s,  or  with  his  seiwant,  is  objected  to,  and 
is,  in  point  of  fact,  contrary  to  treaty  stipulations.’ 

‘ Those  only  apply  to  the  open  ports.  Of  buying  and 
selling  and  deahng  with  Japanese  at  Ycddo,  nothing  is 
.said.’ 

‘ But  it  is  stipulated  for  all  Briti.sh  subjects  that  there 
shall  be  immunity  from  such  olhcial  interference.  And 
wherever  any  have  the  right  to  reside,  there  the  treiity 


‘ Only  at  the  open  ports ; not  at  Y'eddo.’ 

‘ Then,  in  point  of  fact,  it  is  contended  that  such  in- 
terference is  a right  on  the  part  of  the  Japanese  Govern- 
ment, which  they  are  disposed  to  insist  upon,  — and  a 
Diplomatic  Agent  cannot  have  a leg  of  pork  put  on  his 
table  without  an  official  interference,  one  certain  result  of 
which  is,  that  he  pays  double  the  proper  price  for  it  ? ’ 

‘ The  interference  is,  on  the  contrary,  to  save  him  from 
imposition.’ 

‘ That  Ls  the  theory ; but  after  two  months’  experience 
of  the  practice,  it  has  proved  to  be  only  an  instrument  of 
imposition  and  e.xtortion,  against  the  continuance  of  which 
the  sjieaker  protests.’ 

‘ Inquiry  shall  be  made,  and  if  ground  of  complaint  be 
discovered,  another  comprador  shall  be  sent.’ 

‘ But  there  is  no  occasion  whatever  for  the  services  or 
interposition  of  the  comprador.  Speaker  has  his  oum 
servants,  and  must  insist  upon  the  removal  of  an  official, 
whose  sole  employment  is  to  levy  black-mail  on  every- 
thing that  comes  into  his  house.’ 

Flappers  are  still  of  opinion  that  it  Is  matter  of  inquir}". 
‘They  may  inquire  as  much  as  they  please,  but  a 
distinct  protest  is  now  enteredagainst  the  continuance  of 
the  whole  system.’ 

The  choice  of  a .site  at  Kauagawa  for  foreign  merchants 
to  rent  and  build  houses  on  ; objections  to  the  frequent 


Digitized  by  Google 


CiiAi.  Xir.  STKKI'.T  SfKXKS.  i20,) 

change  of  governors  at  tlie  jKist,  as  detriinentiil  to  all  de- 
spatch of  business  ; the  police  of  the  city  and  better 
protection  of  foreigners;  the  issue  of  a proclamation  and 
the  publication  of  the  treaty,  are  each  successively  touched 
upon,  and  more  or  less  satisfoctorily  dealt  with.  The  cur- 
rency question,  and  coining  of  more  itzibws  is  reserved 
for  the  last ; and  a step  is  finally  made  by  an  arrange- 
ment for  the  recoining  of  the  merchants’  dollars  into 
itziboos  at  the  rate  of  10,000  of  the  latter  daily.  This 
closed  the  conference,  long  after  sunset. 

The  horses  are  mounted,  and  the  Norimons  left  to  wend 
their  way  more  slowly.  The  moon  is  up,  and  a fresh 
evening  breeze  makes  the  ride  delightful  through  the  high 
broad  ways  of  the  official  quartei's,  skirting  for  some 
distance  the  moats.  Once  emerged  into  the  city  of  shoj)s 
and  tradic,  our  frienils  with  their  jingling  stave.s  and 
lanterns  pstss  us  on  from  Avard  to  ward.  Some  of  the 
streets,  before  we  get  down  to  the  lower  level  of  the  great 
tocado  that  winds  along  the  edge  of  the  bay,  are  narrow, 
partially  dark,  and  crowded.  My  horse,  Japanese  though 
he  be,  tloes  not  half  like  the  rattle  of  the  stoves  and 
j ings  of  the  men  in  office,  and  the  dogs  will  not  get  up 
out  of  his  path  — while  little  children,  equally  perversely, 
tcill  run  under  his  feet,  to  the  great  discomfort  of  both 
rider  and  horse.  The  streets  are  otherwise  full  of  life  and 
movement.  People  are  wending  to  their  homes  or  the 
bathing-houses,  which,  strongly  lighted,  show  through 
their  lattice  bare  and  open  doors  a crowd  of  both  sexes  on 
opposite  sides,  with  a mathematical  line  of  separation. 
GaUy  painted  and  figured  lanterns  arc  flitting  to  and  fro,  and 
light  up,  somewhat  dimly,  if  truth  must  be  told,  the  shops, 
the  front  where  windows  would  be  if  in  Europe.  The 
tea-houses  are  filling,  and  the  wild  discords  of  what  they 
call  music^d  instruments  is  heard  from  many  of  the  upper 
stories.  Men  and  women  both  are  wending  their  Avay 
homeward,  for  the  streets  are  much  too  dark  and  unsafe 
to  be  much  frequented  after  night  fairly  sets  in.  Every- 
one by  law,  as  in  China,  is  bound  not  to  stir  out  after 
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ing  ; or  a solitary  matron  wending  lier  solitarj’  way,  and 
lier  own  lantern  holder ; or  a public  singer,  with  her 
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dark  without  a lantern  on  which  their  name  is  painted. 
Xow  it  is  a mistress  with  her  child  and  servant  return- 
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sciTant  carr}'ing  her  instruniciit,  is  on  licr  way  to  some 
tca-liouse  to  fnrnisli  out  the  evening  amusement.  The 
fronts  of  the  houses  arc  not  all  shut  in  yet,  and  every  now 
and  then  there  is  a glimpse  of  an  interior,  showing  the 
master  already  at  his  evening  meal,  faithfully  waited  upon 
by  his  Avifc,  who,  like  Sarah  in  the  tent,  ever  serves  him 


as  her  lord,  and  regards  him  iis  her  master  despite  of  the 
matrimonial  tie.  A few  tipsy  onc-sworded  and  two- 
swordcd  rctoiners  are  reeling  homewartls  in  noisy  mirth. 
— And  so  wending  our  way,  with  scarce  less  clamour,  of 
iron  rings  and  staves  and  often  changing  attendants,  we 
turn  up  the  long  avenue  which  leads  to  the  Legation,  and 
fonns  the  entrance  to  the  Temple  of  Tozengee. 
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A VISIT  TO  IIAKOOADI THE  LKAI>  MINKS — (iOVKi:N(»i:  Pltos- 

PECTS  OF  TKAPE P<»TATOES  AND  SALMON  THE  GREAT  STAPLES. 


OWARDS  the  cud  of  September  (1859),  profiting  by 


one  of  the  few  opportunities  which  present  them- 
selves in  these  latitudes  for  locomotion,  I determined  to 
pay  a visit  hi  the  most  northern  of  the  open  ports  in 
Japan.  Typhoons  and  equinoctial  gales  are  apt  to  sweep 
through  the  Ja[)anese  seas  about  the  change  of  the 
monsoons,  in  no  gentle  mood.  A gale,  however,  had  just 
blown  itself  out  before  I left, — always  held  the  most  favour- 
able time  for  a start, — and  we  had  only  baffling  wind.s, 
blowing  from  every  point  of  the  compa.ss  except  the  right 
one,  to  contend  with.  Some  ten  days  were  consumed  in 
getting  over  the  GOO  mdes  which  .-separate  Yeddo  fi'om 
the  port  of  Ilakodadi,  or  Hakodate  as  it  is  more  generally 
pronounced  by  tlie  Jaj)anese.  But  the  longc.st  voyage 
must  come  to  an  end  as  well  as  the  longest  lane,  and  Ja|)an 
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is  a country  omineiitl)’  adapted  to  teach  this  sort  of  practical 
pliilosophy.  If  the  Avinds  arc  baflliii",  and  tlie  currents, 
which  you  have  been  assured  run  tliirty  knots  in  your  liivour 
in  the  twenty-four  houi's,  prove  to  be  something  stronger 
than  that  af/aimt  your  beat  up  tlie  coast, — and  are  equally 
contrary  wlien  you  return,  it  is  merely  the  reitemtion  of  the 
moral  phenomena  on  shore,  where  nothing  turns  out  as  you 
have  been  led  to  expect  it  by  previous  travellers ; — and 
nothing  goes  straight,  unless  it  be  the  bravo’s  sword  : while 
some  under-current  of  traversing  influences  impedes  your 
progress  hi  Avhichever  direction  you  desire  to  move. 
Perseverance,  however,  in  both  cases,  bi-ings  its  reward 
.sooner  or  latiT ; and  they  who  have  not  this  in  their  nature, 
and  a stock  of  patience  perfectly  inexhaustible,  will  do 
Avell  to  go  elsewhere  tlian  Jajian. 

Once  entered  the  Pay  of  Ilakodadi  indeed,  the  reward 
begins,  if,  as  happened  to  us,  the  sun  is  shining,  and  a 
few  drifting  clouds  chequer  with  fleeting  shadoivs  the  fine 
panorama  of  hills  which  encircle  the  port.  Completely 
land-locked,  easy  of  acce.ss,  spacious  enough  for  the 
largest  navy  to  ride  in,  with  deep  water  and  good  holding- 
ground,  it  is  the  realisation  of  all  a sailor’s  drc'ams,  as  a 
harbour.  Even  to  the  artist  and  lover  of  the  picturesque 
there  is  much  to  compensate  a wearisome  voyage.  Many 
ranges  of  hills  in  graceful  lines  carry  the  eye  far  into  the 
distance,  and  two  remarkable  peaks  give  the  distinctive 
features  of  a volcanic  formation,  from  one  of  Avhich  fire 
and  smoke  are  perceptible  in  the  night.  The  beauty  of 
the  shore,  however,  is  of  a severe  kind,  for  there  is  little 
luxuriance  of  foliage.  Here  and  there  only  a patch  of 
pine,  or  a Avider  sAveep  of  scrub,  breaks  the  surface  of 
the  hills.  But  Avhat  tree  and  fohage  fail  to  give,  cloud 
and  sunshine  often  effect  to  perfection,  clothing  all  the 
mountain  sides  Avith  purple  and  russet  hues, — and  giving  a 
mantle  of  rich  and  ever-changing  colours  to  tlie  Imrcst 
headlands  and  most  distant  ranges, — while  junks  and  boats 
Avith  their  picturesque  sails,  are  never  Avanting  to  give  life 
and  moA'Cment  to  the  Avhole. 
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The  town  of  Hakodadi  is  little  better  than  a long  fishing 
village,  nestled  round  the  foot  of  an  island-like  promon- 
toiy,  which  fonns  the  projecting  headland  at  the  eastern 
edge  of  the  bay.  Though  on  a somewhat  smaller  scale, 
it  forcibly  recalls  to  the  mind  Hongkong,  with  its  northern 
exposure.  Nor  is  it  without  some  resemblance  to  Gibraltar, 
with  a long  strip  of  land  which  very  well  represents  the 
neutral  ground.  Nature  in  the  midst  of  all  variety  pre- 
seiwes  a certain  nnifonnity,  and  frequently  seems  to  repeat 
herself.  Whoever  has  travelled  much  in  either  hemisphere 
must  often  have  been  stnick  Avith  the  striking  identity,  not 
only  of  mountain,  valle)',  and  river,  in  chfferent  countries, 
but  the  similar  combination  of  these  in  diflerent  quarters 
of  the  globe.  The  same  uniformity  amidst  constant  diver- 
sity, which  seems  to  be  the  laAV  of  the  human  race  in  its 
Icathng  characteristics,  appears  to  be  no  less  perfectly 
maintained  ha  the  physical  conformation  of  the  earth. 
There  are  shady  lanes  and  trim  hedges,  with  ghmpses  of 
wooded  hill  and  cultivated  valley  at  intervals,  Avhich 
render  the  environs  of  Yeddo  so  beautifid,  that  they  might 
be  transplanted  to  England  without  any  violence  to  tlie 
harmoii)'^  of  the  surrounding  scenery.  The  cathedral 
spire  or  village  church  alone  is  wanting  to  mahitain  the 
general  resemblance. 

But  Hakodadi,  not  Yeddo,  must  now  occupy  us.  Let  us 
land  and  see  what  it  offers  of  novelty  or  interest.  Unhke 
the  shallow  Bay  of  Yeddo,  our  boat  goes  freely  up  to  the 
steps  of  the  landing-place ; — an  advantage  only  duly  to  be 
estimated  after  being  punted  a mile  over  the  shalloAvs, 
and  another  mile  shunted  or  sleighed  over  tlie  mud  ! The 
high  street  of  Hakodadi  is  within  a few  step.s.  The  air  is 
crisp,  and  a northerly  wind  is  blowing,  so  that  the  nuchties 
Avhich  first  scare  tire  Eui’opean  arriving  at  Naga.saki  no- 
Avheie  appear — unless  in  a large  many-oared  boat  avhere 
the  men  strip  for  bar'd  work,  rising  to  the  oar  with  a 
loud  rnorrotonous  charrt, — but  wonderful  to  relate,  pulling 
townrd-'t  them  as  in  Europe ! On  shore,  every  man, 
womitrr,  and  child  is  well  clothed,  atrd  protected  from  the 
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cold  wind  — some  even  enveloping  both  head  and  lower 
portion  of  the  face  in  a mulller  of  j)rinted  calico,  as 
represented  in  the  drawing  on  the  opposite  page.  The 
ordinary  costume  of  the  working  classes  is  a large  apron 
tucked  round  the  waist  for  the  women,  and  deseendiii"  to 
the  heels  nearly  (how  they  walk  in  such  swathing  bands 
is  a mystery) ; and  over  all  a dressing-gown,  secured  at  the 
waist  by  a large  band  knotted  behind,  and  more  or  less 
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open  in  front.  If  it  rains,  an  oil-paper  cloak  or  a mat 
is  flung  over  the  shoulders  of  the  men,  and  a huge  basket 
hat  (of  many  fonns,  some  conical,  others  like  a flat 
basket  reversed)  is  tied  to  the  head  with  chin-bands. 
Thus  equipped,  with  wooden  pattens  which  lift  them  six 
inches  out  of  the  mud,  they  trudge  on  in  perfect  indepen- 
dence of  the  elements.  It  is  fine  to-day,  however,  and 
all  are  walking  either  bare-footed  or  with  sandals,  most 
ingeniously  retained  by  the  great  toe  only,  which  is 
pushetl  through  a loop : how  they  keep  them  on  or 
manage  to  walk  in  them,  is  one  of  those  things  which,  as 
Lord  Dundrearj’  would  say,  ‘ No  fellow  can  find  out ! ’ 
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I think  a broad  street  has  a pleasant  aspect  always. 
There  is  a free  circulation  of  air,  of  men,  and  of  beasts ; 
there  is  room  enough  for  everybody  and  everything,  an 
object  we  find  it  .so  difficult  to  secure  in  overstocked 
England.  Elbow-room  is  one  of  the  luxuries  of  this  life, 
and  the  Avant  of  it  on  board  ship  is,  to  my  fancy,  not  the 
Iciist  of  the  many  disagreeables  which  makes  travelling 
by  sea  so  irksome.  Ilakodadi  gives  this  one  element  of 
a pleasant  life,  in  abundance.  Thirty  hoi-semen  may  ride 
abreast  if  they  choose  ; and  even  the  ver}'  houses  seem  to 
disdain  to  jostle  each  other.  You  are  prepared  to 
resjiect  the  owners  of  all  such  spacious  streets,  accord- 
ingly,— until,  on  farther  examination,  a general  poverty  in 
the  construction  of  the  houses,  and  an  aspect  of  penury 
both  in  the  interior  and  exterior,  has  the  common  clTect 
of  {)overty  in  this  sad  Avorld,  of  diminishing,  your  esteem. 
Some  of  them  hft  their  heads  a little  higlier  than  their 
neighboui’s,  and  make  pretensions  to  a second  storj%  but 
it  is  a miserable  attemj^t,  a sorrj"  attic  oidy,  and  all  below 
is  open  to  the  street,  under  a projecting  roof  and  narrow 
verandah.  Continuing  your  inspection,  much  as  a pros- 
perous trader  eyes  an  unfortunate  creditor  who  is  each 
moment  sinking  loAver  in  his  e.stimation,  you  pause  to  in- 
quire by  what  ingenious  process  the  good  people  of  Ilako- 
dadi have  succeeded  in  making  paving-stones  do  the  dutj’ 
of  tiles  on  their  roofs?  As  far  as  the  eye  can  stretch,  . 
stones,  nothing  but  stones,  seem  to  cover  the  tops  of  the 
houses.  It  is  as  if  a street  had  been  unpaved,  and  all 
the  materials  transported  to  the  roof,  ready  for  assault  or 
defence.  By  more  minute  attention,  you  may  at  last  dis- 
cover a thin  layer  of  lath  or  shingle  beneath,  laid  upon 
the  raftere  which  support  this  Avonderful  agglomeration  of 
pebbles  and  young  boulders  of  all  shapes  and  dimensions. 
Such  a novel  sjiectacle  leads  to  reflection,  and  you  invo- 
luntarily exclaim,  ‘ ^\^mt  a Avindy  land  this  must  be  to 
require  such  prodigious  efforts  to  keep  the  roof  fiom 
flvdiig  aAvay  ; and  Avhat  a diy  climate, — for  though  stones 
may  do  A'cry  Avell  for  AA’eights,  one  iicA’er  heard  of  their 
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keeping  out  wet !’  At  Itust  you  meet  a friendly  inter- 
preter, who  answers  the  inquiiy  with  which  you  are 
cliarged.  ‘ These  stones  you  marvel  at  so  much  are  the 
cheapest  means  of  keeping  a roof  over  their  heads ; some- 
times it  blows  very  hard,  and  as  thin  layera  of  shingle  are 
very  light  (but  a great  deal  better  than  nothing),  we  take 
this  mode  of  securing  it.’  To  a farther  question  he 
uusw'ers,  ‘Ah,  the  rain?  Yes,  it  does  rain  occasion- 
ally,— in  the  wet  season  for  weeks,  and  often  at  other 
seasons  very  heavily, — and  a good  deal  of  water  does 
run  down  between  the  stones ; but  we  find  a dry  corner, 
and  put  up  our  umbrellas,  and,  besides,  we  have  excel- 
lent oil-paper  cloaks.’  ‘ And  your  furniture  ? ’ ‘ Have  you 
not  been  long  enough  in  Japan  to  know  our  habits  are  too 
simple,  for  such  useless  and  cumbrous  appliances?  Tables 
and  chairs,  which  you  Europeans,  we  are  told,  cannot 
manage  to  live  without,  are  to  us  superfluities ; our  mat- 
ting and  quilts  suffice  for  beds,  bamboo  or  lacquer  make 
our  pillows ; what  else  does  man  want  ? You  build 
houses  ten  times  as  large  as  is  necessary  for  your  accom- 
modation, and  more  than  your  income  can  keep  up— so  I 
heard  from  a Hutch  friend  at  Nagasaki — merely  that  you 
may  have  room  to  stow  away  an  endless  succession  of  ugly 
square  and  oblong  pieces  of  timber,  tortured  into  various 
shapes  and  uses.  We  build  houses  to  five  in,  not  for  osten- 
tation and  still  less  as  store  rooms  for  useless  things — and 
think  ourselves  not  behind  you  in  wisdom ! ’ Eidiglitened 
by  this  Japanese  philosophy,  I looked  into  their  shoj)s  to  see 
if  their  goods  were  of  the  same  primitive  and  unsophisti- 
cated character,  and  found  very  little  beyond  the  com- 
monest articles  of  consumption.  This  is  a population 
of  fishermen  ; and  the  bay  abounds  in  salmon,  plaice,  and 
various  other  fish.  Almost  every  sUdl  in  the  street  was 
stocked  with  fine  salmon,  weighhig  from  fifteen  to  twenty 
pounds,  many  of  them  still  alive,  at  rates  varying  from  half 
an  itziboo  to  a whole  one  (from  9 J.  to  Is.  C<Z.).  Unfortu- 
nately, they  were  not  in  season,  being  soft,  and  ready  to 
spawn  ; but  that  seemed  no  impediment  to  their  being 
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caught,  and,  it  is  to  be  jircsumod,  eaten  by  the  Japanese. 
Every  second  shop,  almost,  presented  long  rows  of  the  same 
produce  dried  and  salted,  three  for  an  itziboo,  or  sixpence 
each ! A great  quantity  of  potatoes — ‘ real  Irish  potatoes,’ 
as  one  of  the  inteqireters  assured  me  (of  Irish  extraction,  he 
meant  perhaps) — are  grown  here,  to  judge  by  their  abun- 
dance and  cheapness.  In  the  town  they  are  seventy-five 
cents  or  a dollar  a picul  (130  lbs.),  but  in  the  villages,  1 
found  they  might  be  bought  for  a third  of  the  sum,  before 
the  compradoric  .system, — especially  adapted  to  the  use  of 
Foreigners, — had  added  its  extortions  and  profits.  Teid, 
three  for  an  itziboo  (or  sixpence  each),  wild  ducks, 
somewhat  dearer,  snipe,  golden  plover,  aU  were  there, 
and  I was  told,  during  the  jirevious  winter,  that  the  crews 
of  the  whalers  were  chiefly  fed  upon  deer  and  bear’s  flesh, 
as  the  cheapest  meat.  Think  of  that,  ye  epicures,  and 
instead  of  a shooting  or  a fishing  season  in  Norway  with 
its  hackneyed  fjelds  and  fiords,  come  to  Japan  to  catch 
Sidmon,  hunt  the  deer,  the  boar,  and  the  bear; — and  if  you 
like  it,  shoot  pheasant,  sinpe,  teal,  and  wild-fowl  without 
sthit.  It  is  rather  far  off,  it  is  tme — some  sixty  odd  days — 
but  then  think  of  the  game  and  the  novelty — to  say 
nothing  of  the  chance  of  being  becarved  by  two-sworded 
Samourai,  in  pursuit  of  their  game.  One  would  expect 
fur  and  skins  to  be  abundant ; and  so  they  are,  but  un- 
fortunately the  Japanese  do  not  underetand  dres-sing  them, 
and  are  far  inferior  to  the  Chuiese  in  this  art.  I saw 
some  noble  bear-skins  priced  at  about  1/.  sterling.  Sea- 
otter  skins  of  a finer  quality  I also  saw,  but  from  3Z.  to  hi 
each  were  asked.  Great  quantities  of  deer-skins  and  honis 
were  in  the  market.  Some  of  the  former  made  into  soft 
leather,  and  stamjied  with  not  ungraceful  patterns,  .seemed 
well  fitted  to  make  good  coverings  for  chairs  and  couches ; 
they  were  about  a dollar  apiece.  Hides  and  deer- 
horn.s,  with  various  kinds  of  fin's,  I should  tliink,  might 
idtimately  become  articles  of  ex|iort  to  a considerable 
extent. 

Wandering  on  through  a double  lineof  ojien  shops  nearly 
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a mile  long,  it  was  soon  evideiit  tliat  the  bulk  of  the  articles 
were  such  only  as  are  required  for  daily  consumption  in 
food,  clothing,  and  utensils,  by  a large  but  [)oor  jjopula- 
tion.  The  town  avjis  said  to  contain  about  0,000  inhabi- 
tants, and  the  island  of  Yeso  only  seems  to  conOiiu  one 
larger  centre  of  commerce  or  j)opulation  in  Makumai,  a 
seajiort  some  sixty  miles  along  the  coast,  and  said  to 
contain  00,000  inhabitants.  Here  and  there  in  the  shops 
were  some  poor  specimens  of  lacquer  ware.  Considerable 
stores  of  seaweed,  sea-slug,  dried  mushrooms,  and  other 
delicacies  suited  to  the  Uiste  of  the  Chinese  and  Jajauie.se 
rice-eating  populations,  ajijiear  to  exist  here,  and  will 
probably  form  another  cla.«s  of  exports  fi-om  hence  to 
China.  Some  silk  fabrics  were  to  be  seen,  of  an  inferior  kind, 
and  there  is  no  want  of  Japanese  j^rinted  calicoes.  Sulphur 
from  the  neighbouring  Loochoo  Islands  is  spoken  of  as 
offering  a chance  of  large  and  jirofitable  trade  ; and  there 
are  lead  mines  within  twenty  rnile.s,  the  property  of  the 
Government,  which,  if  made  available  for  foreign  markets, 
would  undoubtedly  very  soon  create  both  a considerable 
and  profitable  trade.  Of  this  I feel,  however,  there  is 
little  immediate  jirospect ; to  say  nothing  of  their 
political  economy,  which  denies  the  right  and  conte.sts  the 
wisdom  of  any  one  generation  drawing  more  from  the 
mineral  j^roductions  of  a country  than  suffices  for  its  own 
wants, — lest  the  whole  should  be  exhausted,  and  the 
interests  of  jiosterity  satalficed, — they  seem  yet  in  their 
infancy  as  to  the  adajitation  of  steam  and  other  mechanical 
or  scientific  ajijiliances  for  the  profitable  working  of 
mines. 

Wishing,  however,  to  judge  for  myself,  and  also  to  take 
a long  ride  into  the  country,  I went  to  the'e  lead  mines,  of 
which  I had  lieanl  so  much.  Mounted  on  a good  little 
island  pony,  warranted  to  carry  me  thirty-five  miles,  the 
stated  distance  there  and  back,  I took  my  way  along  the 
.sea  shore,  after  passing  through  the  interminable  high 
street  of  Uakodadi.  At  first  the  road  was  good,  with 
sand-hills  on  cither  hand,  and  the  blue  Avatere  of  the  bay 
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stretching  away  to  the  left ; w’hile  in  the  fartlier  distance, 
towering  above  several  ranges  of  hills,  appeared  two 
peaked  and  cone-like  inounUiins,  looking  as  though  they 
were  covered  with  snow, — the  reilection  of  the  sun,  pro- 
bably, on  some  bare  surface,  or  lava  descending  from 
the  volcanic  crater.  From  one  of  these  at  night  there  is 
a great  glare  from  the  apex  of  the  cone. 

Unlike  the  road  to  Yeddo,  the  ti’aflic  here  is  .small.  You 
meet  no  travellers,  and  only  a few  pack-horses  laden  with 
the  produce  of  the  neighbouring  fields, — with  charcoal 
from  the  woods,  or  lead  from  the  mines.  After  continu- 
ing our  ride  eight  or  nine  miles,  we  entered  a considerable 
vill:ige  and  proceeded  to  a house  of  entertainment,  to 
bait  the  horse's  and  get  some  breakfast  ourselves. 

The  host  came  with  his  gliding  obeisance,  sliding  his 
hands  down  his  knees  as  he  bent  his  body  at  a right  angle, 
desiring  to  know  our  wants.  My  companion,  the  Russian 
Con.'^ul,  had  not  trusted  too  much  to  their  powers  of 
supplying  a meal,  and  produced  out  of  the  groom’s 
wsillet  cold  teal,  chicken,  and  mutton,  a large  case  of 
Chinese  tea  already  made,  and  good  bread  of  Japanese 
flour,  flanked  by  a bottle  of  slierry.  What  we  wanted, 
therefore,  was  hot  water,  cups,  hard-boiled  eggs,  and  fire 
for  the  cigars  ; and  these  were  .speedily  brought  in,  not  by 
a bright-eyed  houri,  but  by  a shrill-voiced  little  urchin, 
who  squinted  abominaI)ly. 

In  the  course  of  the  repast,  one  or  two  of  the  gentler  sex, 
with  teeth  as  black  as  ebony,  favoured  us  with  their  com- 
pany— and  an  inspection  as  we  lay  stretched  on  the  mats. 
Presently  our  host,  not  seeing,  I suppose,  how  a goorl  l)ill 
wiis  to  be  made  out  of  hard  eggs  and  hot  water,  brought 
in  a tray  of  small  dishes, — and  tried  to  tempt  us  with  a 
huge  salmon  tliat  did  not  look  over  fresh.  lie  took  our 
refusal  to  be  seduced,  however,  veiy  good-humouredly ; 
and  althougli  we  returned  in  the  evening  to  make  another 
similar  meal,  was  well  content  with  two  itziboos  (three 
.shillings),  having  gently  hinted  that  one  and  a half 
would  do, — and  saw  us  blandly  out  of  the  door  with  a 
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salutation.  Clear  proof  that  we  were  far  out  of  the  beat 
of  Japanese  officials,  aiul  coukl  make  our  own  bargain  ! 

llefreshed  by  our  breakfast,  we  began  to  tiu-ii  iiilaml 
to  the  screen  of  hills  which  skirt  the  bay,  and  soon  came 
upon  some  roads  as  bad  as  any  '■caminka  real'  in  Sp.iin. 
My  horse’s  straw  shoes  having  already  been  half  shuffled 
off,  were  tripping  him  up  at  every  step,  and  compelled 
me  to  dismoimt  in  order  to  get  rid  of  them  altogi‘ther. 
An  Englishman  riding  with  the  fore-feet  of  his  horse 
muffled  in  straw  slippers,  might  furnish  a sid)ject  for 
‘ Punch.’  I am  happy  to  say  that  at  both  the  Legations 
this  absurdity  h<as  been  got  rid  of,  and  means  found  of 
teaching  the  Japanese  to  shoe  our  horses  pi’opeily  with 
iron ; and  more  than  one  of  the  Daimios,  I was  told, 
had  followed  the  good  example.  A Japanese  saddler 
employed  by  us  for  repairs,  declared  he  coidd  not  do 
our  work,  he  had  such  an  extensive  order  for  English 
saddles.  I heard  later,  however,  that  the  Daimio  on  push- 
ing his  sandalled  foot  into  the  stirrup  found  it  very  diffi- 
cult to  keep  it  there,  and  ended  by  anathematising  the 
Foreign  invention,  and  returning  to  the  customs  and 
saddlery  of  his  ancestors. 

But  to  return  to  the  road.  It  had  rained  heavily 
in  the  night,  and  in  the  midst  of  a sea  of  mud  were  more 
solid  rollers  of  earth, — in  fact  the  best  possible  imitation 
on  a large  scale  of  a ‘ corduroy  road.’  I was  excessively 
puzzled  to  make  out  by  what  process  such  an  effect  had 
been  produced,  until  watching  some  honses  before  me,  I 
saw  the  ruts  on  each  side  of  these  regular  firrrows  e.xactly 
corresponded  Avith  the  sti-ide  of  each,  and  that  every  hoi-se, 
within  an  inch,  trod  on  the  selfsame  line.s.  Japanese 
ponies  seem  as  Avell  trained,  therefore,  as  their  masters,  and 
tread  in  each  other’s  fiAotsteps  Avith  a persistence  and 
closeness  that  never  A'aries  or  fails.  The  traffic  of  the 
pack-horses  Avas  evidently  great  here — wood  and  charcoal 
from  the  hills  often  passed ; and  soon  Ave  oui’selves  entered 
into  the  mountain  region,  after  skirting  along  a valley  and 
fording  a noisy  GaA'e  (as  such  a stream  Avoidd  be  called  in 
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the  German  hills).  This  operation  was  repeated  three 
times,  and  as  the  river  ran  rapidly,  with  bad  footing,  and 
water  to  the  ])ony’s  girths,  it  was  not  without  a chance  of 
a ducking.  Striking  soon  into  the  heart  of  the  wooded 
hills,  and  often  crossing  smaller  tributaiy  streams,  we 
made  our  way  along  a narrow  path,  gradually  ascending 
until  we  reached  the  foot  of  the  hill  containing  the  lead 
mines.  The  w'ild  vine  festooned  many  of  the  trees,  and 
bore  grapes  black  and  sour ; — the  s_vcamore  and  the  pine 
■were  there,  and  a great  quantity  of  dwarf  oak  and  scnib, — 
but  scarcely  any  large  timber.  We  mounted  the  hill-side 
by  a rough  and  rather  abrupt  a.scent,  and  soon  came  u])on 
signs  of  the  miners’  occupation.  A low  range  of  houses, 
then  a quantity  of  debris  from  a ])it,  a wa.-^hing-house 
with  troughs  for  the  ore,  a smelting-house  (or  hut  rather), 
and,  lastly,  the  mouth  of  an ’’ adit,’ — a horizontal  g-allery, 
leading  into  the  heart  of  the  hill.  Being  provided  with 
an  oflicial  order,  a guide  was  immediately  appointed,  and 
putting  on  the  coarse  miner’s  dress,  further  armed  with  two 
dried  bunches  of  bamboo  as  torches,  we  crept  into  the 
damp,  dirty,  dismal  scene  of  the  miners’  laboum.  Having 
sei’iously  endangered  our  skulls  against  the  low'  roofs,  and 
occasionally  j)rojecting  beams  (all  the  galleries  were  sup- 
ported by  timber),  and  plentifully  imbibed  through  Ijoots 
and  .stockings  the  water  on  the  floom,  we  reached  at  last 
some  of  the  ])oints  they  were  working  at.  No  doubt  this 
would  be  an  excellent  opportunity  for  expatiating  very 
learnedly  on  all  the  scientilic  facts  connected  Avith  the 
deposit  of  metal  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  and  all  the 
theories  pro{M)seil  in  exjdanation  ; but  unfortunately,  or 
fortunately,  as  others  may  judge,  1 make  no  pretensions 
to  any  extensive  practical  or  .^cientitic  acquaintance  with 
the  subject,  and  shall  content  myself  W'ith  saying,  that  it 
has  all  the  a])i)earance  of  possessing  many  rich  veins  ; 
but  the  means  and  appliances  of  the  Japanese  are  v(*ry 
primitive,  and  I presume  they  can  only  work  as  deep 
by  shafts,  as  their  adit.s,  cut  hoi-izontally  in  the  side  of 
the  hills  at  a lower  point,  .shall  enable  them  to  effect 
dminage. 
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I found  that  the  Governor,  on  tlie  return  of  tlie  party, 
was  veiy  anxiou-s  to  learn  whether  the  mode  of  working 
in  Europe  was  greatly  superior,  and  what  iinin-ovements 
could  be  suggested  ? He  was  told  we  undoubtedly  pos- 
sessed great  advantiiges  in  scientific  knowledge  and  the 
use  of  steam-engines ; but  he  gave  no  indication  of  a 
desire  to  resort  to  such  means.  And,  indeed,  if,  as  he 
alleged,  they  wanted  all  the  produce  of  the  mine  for 
their  own  use,  and  that  .simply  for  bullets  to  practise 
fire-arms,  either  the  produce  must  be  marvellously  small, 
or  the  consumption  in  ball-practice  must  be  truly  alarming 

— and  European  Powers  should  look  to  it ! 

I have  little  more  to  tell  of  Hakodadi.  Whether  its 
magnificent  bay  will  ever  see  a fleet  of  merchantmen 
and  a prosperous  foreign  trade,  it  would  be  bold  in  any- 
one to  say  at  this  moment.  It  is  at  present  chiefl5'’  used 
by  whalers.  The  year  previous  thirty  called  in,  twenty- 
nine  American  and  one  French — no  English.  Sulphur, 
lead,  and  Chinese  edibles,  with  furs  and  deer-horns,  are 
at  pre.sent  all  that  offer,  and  these  not  in  large  quantities. 
But  all  must  have  a beginning,  and  evei-ything  was  at  its 
commencement  here.  The  people  seemed  perfectly  free 
from  all  trace  of  ill-will, — a simple  and  good-humoured 
race.* 

I had  to  instal  the  British  Consul,  and  anticipated  some 
difficulty  in  liis  location,  from  the  sheer  want  of  accom- 
modation in  this  tOAvn  of  6,000  inhabiUmts.  There  were, 
in  truth,  but  four  temples.  Two  were  in  the  occupation 
of  the  Eussian  Consul  and  Ids  staff, — one  had  been  given 
up  to  the  American  commercial  agent, — and  the  fourth, 
and  best  incomparably,  was  getting  ready  for  the  second 
Governor,  absent  on  a tour  of  inspection.  No  other 

* Shortly  before  I left  my  post  to  return  to  F.urope,  I nni  Sony  to  soy 
veiy  uneatisfaetoiy  reports  reiieheil  mo  from  the  netiiijr  Cons\il,  of  a manifest 
deterioration  in  thi.s  respect,  plainly,  ns  he  thoiifrht,  the  work  of  the  officials, 

— for  no  Daimios’  retainers  are  there  on  whom  to  lay  the  blame.  A llritish 
subject,  an  American,  and  a Itussian,  had  at  ditlenmt  periotla  been  attnokial 
with  drawn  sword.s,  and  one  very  severely  wounded,  by  men  in  the  employ- 
ment of  the  Government. 
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building,  public  or  private,  existed  in  the  place,  that 
could  be  made  to  answer.  This  was  certainly  an  awkward 
state  of  affairs ! I could  not  leave  a Consul  with  his  wife 
and  family  without  a habitation  possessing  some  reason- 
able amount  of  accommodation.  It  is  veiy  true,  my  ideas 
of  what  was  reasonable  and  the  Governor’s  were  likely 
to  be  veiy  different,  as  he  veiy  dehcately  liinted  the  day 
I took  leave  of  him,  and  in  a way  too  characteristic  to  be 
forgotten.  After  all  was  settled,  and  the  temple  had  been 
obtained,  despite  the  seemingly  insuperable  obstacle  of  its 
having  been  ap[)roj)riated  to  the  use  of  the  airiving 
Governor,  the  highest  authority  in  the  island,  I rose 
to  leave.  Tlie  Governor  then  approached,  and  to  my 
sur|)rise  took  me  by  the  hand,  evidently  wishing  to 
lead  me  somewhere.  Thus  led,  I followed  him  into  a 
corridor  at  the  back  of  the  room  where  the  interview 
had  tsiken  place  ; and  to  the  left  he  showed  me  a little  room 
— some  nine  feet  by  six  — and  said  very  quietly,  ‘This 
is  where  the  new  Governor  will  be  accommodated  when 
he  arrives.’  I felt  the  reproach  it  conveyed,  and  could 
only  smile,  ajiologetically  observing,  that  ‘ Probably  he 
had  neither  wife  nor  children  with  him  ; and  above  all, 
no  ff)ur-post  bedsteads  and  sofas,  or  dining-room  tidiles, 
any  one  of  which  would  fill  up  the  whole  room  ! ’ We 
parti-d  excellent  friends  after  this  final  passage  of  arms, 
and  I often  met  him  in  the  following  year  at  Yeddo,  as  one 
of  the  Governors  of  Foreign  Affairs.  He  was  a fine  old 
man,  quiet  and  intelligent,  and  a very  go<xl  specimen 
of  the  better  chiss  of  Jaiianese  officials  employed  in  the 
higli  offices  of  the  administration. 

On  the  ninth  day  after  my  arrival,  the  temjile  for  which 
so  hard  a battle  had  been  fought  was  taken  possession  of; 
a fine  llag-stafT,  with  the  assistance  of  the  ‘ Highflyer’s  ’ 
men,  was  got  up,  and  the  Union  Jack  was  hoisted  with  a 
royal  salute  from  the  squadron,  to  mark  the  fiisit  time 
the  flag  had  floated  over  a British  consulate  in  the  port. 

Tlie  next  day  H.M.S.  ‘Highflyer’  steamed  out  of  the 
harl)oiir,  to  be  followed  in  a brief  interval  by  the  other 
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two  vessels ; arul  the  British  Consul  would  then  be  left 
alone,  with  one  British  subject  to  goveni  — and  only  two 
American  citizens,  and  a Bussian  Consul  with  his  staff — 
for  all  society.  I could  not  help  thinking,  the  bay 
must  look  desolate  enough,  when  no  European  ship  is 
in  its  watei-s,  and  only  half  a dozen  people  of  Euro- 
pean extraction  on  shore  ! A functionar}'  can  hardly  be 
much  to  be  envied, — though  a fortune  and  honours  were 
at  the  end  of  a short  term.  As  neither  of  them  usually 
fall  to  the  lot  of  British  Consuls,  I could  oidy  hope  the 
Consul  of  Ilakodatli  might  carry  within  him  and  about 
him  — something  to  compensite  such  utter  isolation  and 
banishment  in  the  prime  of  life. 
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MUnDKB  OF  FRENCH  CONSIX’S  SERVANT  AT  VOKOHAMA  THF. 

GOI.D  CL'RRENCY  QUESTION  AGAIN TVCOON’s  PALACE  BURNED 

|X)WN PROPOSITION  OF  .lAPANESE  MINISTERS  TO  STOP  ALL 

OFFICIAL  BUSINESS  IN  CONSEQUENCE. 

I RETURNED  near  the  end  of  October.  No  veiy  stir- 
ring incident  had  oceuiTcd  in  ni}’  absence  of  nearly  a 
montli.  Tlie  appearance  of  iinproveinent  in  our  prospects 
when  I left,  though  unchanged  during  my  absence,  Avas  un- 
fortunately not  of  long  duration.  Early  in  November  the 
foreign  community  at  Yokohama  were  startled  bj-  a mur- 
derous and  unprovoked  attack  upon  the  .servant  of  one  of 
their  number,  who  at  the  time  Avas  officiating  as  A'ice- 
consul  of  France  — a repetition,  in  all  its  chief  features, 
of  the  foul  murder  pei'petrated  on  the  Rus.sians.  The 
serA’ant  was  a Chinaman,  but  dressed  A*ery  much  like  a 
foreigner,  and  it  Avas  thought  might  have  been  mistaken 
for  one.  He  Ava.s  attocked  by  a man  Avith  a draAvn 
sAvord  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  and  close  to  the  hou.se 
of  his  master  in  the  foreign  settlement; — pursued  some 
distance,  and  fnghtfully  gashed  before  he  gained  the 
entrance  of  one  of  the  Compounds.  He  lingered  a few 
days,  and  then  died  ; several  of  the  Avounds  had  laid 
o])en  the  cavities  both  of  the  che.st  and  abdomen.  Neither 
the  murderer  nor  his  motive  Avere  ev’er  knoAvn — to  the 
foreigners,  at  least — and  no  satisfaction  could  be  obtained. 
Various  matters,  this  among  the  rest,  took  me  doAvn  to 
KanagaAA'a  on  Noveinb(!r  11.  I noted  the  date,  because 
as  1 jiroceeded  on  mj-  road  1 sjiav  a great  fire  had  broken 
out  in  Yeddo,  and  it  jiroved  to  be  the  Tycoon’s  castle 
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that  wiis  ligliting  up  the  sky  hir  and  near,  and  sending  up  a 
dense  column  of  smoke  drifting  before  tlie  wind.  In  the 
middle  of  the  night  I receiv<‘d  a courier  from  the  Ministers 
of  Foreign  Afiiiii's  to  inform  me  of  the  event ; and  begging 
that  no  oflicial  communications  miglit  be  sent,  as  they 
were  in  constant  attendance  on  the  Tycoon  in  consequence, 
and  could  not  pos.sibly  enter  into  any  business  for  some 
time  to  come. 

The  export  of  the  gold  currency  had  been  carried  on 
to  such  an  extent  by  the  foreigners,  that  the  Government 
Avas  becoming  not  only  indignant  at  what  they  regarded 
as  an  outrageous  ai‘t  of  spoliation,  but  seriously  alarmed 
for  the  consequences  in  the  utter  im|)overishment  of  the 
countrj\  It  was  indeed  the  renewal  of  the  old  grief,  Avhen 
Fortuguese  and  S|)aniards  in  the  first  century  of  foreign  in- 
tercourse awakened  the  fears  of  the  then  Riders,  and  roused 
their  indignation  by  ship|jing  ofl'  all  the  gold  bullion  and 
currency  of  the  country  they  could  [)ut  tlieir  hands  on. 
It  Avas  no  doubt  one  of  the  principal  causes  of  the  deter- 
minetl  hatred  Avith  Avhich  'Faiko  Sama  and  his  successoi’s 
pursued  their  policy  of  extermination  and  entire  .seclusion. 
We  seemed  threatened  Avith  a similar  danger  from  pre- 
cisely similar  causes.  It  Avas  long  before  I could  persuatle 
the  Ministers  that  the  true  remedy  la)-  in  their  own 
hands,  and  they  only  had  to  put  an  end  to  the  dis- 
proportion existing  betAA'cen  the  relative  value  of  their 
gold  and  silver,  compared  Avith  the  rates  ruling  in  the 
European  markets.  All  over  the  rest  of  the  AA’orld  the  jiro- 
jKArtion  AA'as  as  I to  15  or  thereabouts  ; in  Japan  it  AA'as  but 
as  1 to  3 --that  Is,  four  siKxT  itziboos,  (a  dollar  and  a 
third  in  Aveight,)  Avould  buy  a cobaiig  of  gold,  Avorth 
in  China  and  elscAvliere  I8.s.  — or  more  than  three 

times  that  amount  of  sih'er.  With  the  means  before 
them  of  tripling  or  quadrupling  their  capital  by  a single 
operation,  and  that  fiAe  or  six  times  in  the  year,  by 
purchasing  gold  for  silver, — Iioav  A'ain  it  Avas  to  sj)eak 
to  merchant  of  the  danger  or  impolicy  of  entering  u])on 
such  a traliic,  and  rousing  all  the  fears  and  hostility  of 
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tlie  country ! It  would  have  been  as  idle  as  to  talk  to 
the  winds.  Tliere  is  a limit,  I suppose,  beyond  which 
human  nature  cannot  resist  temptation,  and  mercantile 
human  nature  may  well  be  expected  to  break  down 
before  a certain  prospect  of  200  per  cent,  six  times  over  in 
the  year  witliout  risk, — whether  the  trade  could  be  sliown 
to  be  illegal  or  not.  Indeed,  however  contrary  to  the  spirit 
of  the  treaty  and  the  intention  of  the  contracting  parties, 
it  had,  by  inadvertence  probably,  been  distinctly  stij)ulated 
that  all  gold  and  silver  coin  mujht  be  exported  ; though 
nothing  could  have  been  farther  from  the  intention  of  the 
Japanese  government  than  to  leave  a door  open  for  empty- 
ing the  countiy  of  the  precious  metiils.  Equally  idle  and 
abortive  must  prove  any  efforts  they  could  make  to  stop  it 
by  custom-house  or  repressive  measures.  I told  them  this 
from  the  beginning, — and  where  the  remedy  lay,  warning 
them  of  the  danger  of  delay.  But  it  was  not  until  they 
were  nearly  goaded  into  desperation  that  they  would  listen, 
or  at  least  act,  and  protect  themselves  by  altering  the  rela- 
tive value  standard  of  the  gold  and  silver  in  their  currency. 

Partly,  also,  the  busineas  on  which  I came  doAvn  had  refer- 
ence to  numerous  complaints  which  reached  me  of  irregu- 
larities about  the  exchange  of  dollars  at  the  custom-house. 
The}'  had  entered  into  an  engagement  to  exchange  a 
certain  quantity  every  day  for  the  merchants,  and  of  course 
impartially  ; but  according  to  all  accounts,  nothing  could 
be  more  scandalous  than  the  partiality  with  which  the 
itziboos  were  distributed  among  the  different  members  of 
the  foreign  community, — unless  it  were  the  preposterous 
nature  of  the  demands  made  iqion  them,  and  the  violence 
and  unseemly  scramble  among  the  foreigners  themselves 
for  undue  pro])ortions,  m collusion  with  some  of  the  cus- 
tom-house officials.  No  doubt  it  outi^aged  the  Japanese 
authorities  all  the  more,  that  it  was  very  well  known 
what  was  the  motive  for  all  this  violence  and  clamour. 
The  ‘ merchants  ’ wanted  itziboos  to  traffic  in  buying  up 
the  gold  coinage  of  the  empire,  and  shipping  it  off  to 
China,  whereby  they  realised  a profit  of  cent,  per  cent,  at 
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the  lowest  computsition,  even  when  tlie  price  of  cobangs 
went  up,  and  could  turn  their  ca[>ital  and  double  it  in  two 
months.  No  wonder  a sort  of  delirium  came  upon  them. 
Trade ! what  were  the  ini.serable  profits  upon  transactions 
in  the  buying  and  selling  of  foreign  and  Japanese  produce 
compared  to  this  ? Wlio  would  lofjk  at  tea  and  silk,  with 
all  the  risks  of  falling  markets,  in  face  of  a steady  and 
certain  exchange  of  silver  against  Japanese  gold,  witli 
never  less  than  100  per  cent,  gain  ? 

The  custom-house  endeavoured  to  stem  this  impetuous 
fltMjd  t)f  demands  for  itziboos,  by  requiring  signed  re- 
quisitions from  each  person  applying.  Vain  effort.  Mrs. 
Partington’s  trying  to  keep  out  the  Atlantic  with  her  mop 
could  not  be  more  futile.  Names  ! there  was  no  want  of 
names.  Every  merchant  had  a hundred  friends  here — at 
Shanghae  — in  every  quarter  of  the  glolie,  who  wanted  it- 
ziboos,— and  to  make  cent,  per  cent,  profit  in  the.se  newly 
di.scovered  gold  diggings  ! Who  can  want  friends  or  con- 
stituents with  such  prizes  in  his  hands?  And  if  bona-fide 
names  were  not  fortlicoming,  then  ‘ Snooks  ’ and  ‘ Tooks,’ 
‘ Bosli  ’ and  ‘ Mose.s,’  ‘ Messrs.  Nonsense  and  Hook’em,’ 
supplied  the  deficiency, — and  became  frequent  a])plicants 
for  sums  so  fiibulous,  tliat  a hfe  would  not  suffice  to  have 
counted  the  coins;  and  a line  of  thirty  figures  coidd  not  ex- 
press the  amount ! In  fact,  the  community  seemed  to  have 
gone  utterly  mad.  The  prospect  of  such  unbounded  wealth 
had  proved  too  much  for  their  brains;  and  they  seemed 
threatened  with  the  fate  of  the  poor  man  suddenly  become 
possessed  of  a 20,000/.  prize  in  the  lottery, — and  who 
went  from  the  lottery  office  to  Bedlam,  in  a sUite  of  raving 
lunacy.  Nor  was  it  confined  to  merchants.  An  Ameriaui 
frigate  coming  into  p(jrt  was  seized  with  the  same  ej)i- 
demic.  One  officer  resigned  his  commission,  and  instantly 
freiglited  a ship  and  sUirted  a firm  ; and  nearly  everj’  other 
officer  in  tlie  ship,  finding  by  the  favour  of  the  custom- 
house an  unlimited  supply  of  itziboos,  as  they  were  about 
to  tiike  the  emba.«sy  over  to  America, — entered  largely 
into  profitable  operations — for  converting  silver  into  gold  ! 


Digitized  by  Google 


284 


THREE  YEARS  1\  JAPAN. 


Chap.  XIV. 


Tlie  main  fault  lay  no  doubt  with  the  Japanese  thein- 
solves ; but  when  the  day  of  reckoning  and  inquiry 
came,  as  to  the  source  of  these  disordei's  and  sciuidal.s, 
mutual  recriminations  abounded.  From  the  Japanese  came 
complaints  that  they  were  borne  down  and  bewildered  by 
clamour  and  violence ; — from  the  foreigners,  that  they  met 
Avith  no  proper  attention  to  reasonable  demands ; that  they 
Avere  even  recommended  to  sign  requisitions  for  prepos- 
terous sums  ; that  tliere  aauis  gross  partiahty  in  the  distri- 
bution of  the  coins ; a system  of  vexatious  procrastination, 
a'ac.  &c.  without  end  ! Japanese  and  foreigner  seemed 
equally  to  have  had  a lit  of  insanity  ; the  lirst  from  fear 
and  rage  combined,  and  the  second  from  the  ‘ auri  sacra 
fames,'  the  unquenciied  and  unquenchable  thirst  for  gold 
— more  gold,  and  still  gold  ! 

It  Avould  bedillicult  to  estimate  hoAv  much  and  disastrous 
the  influence  these  unfortunate  speculations  and  bickerings 
exercised  on  the  Japanese  mind.  The  e.xchange  of  itziboos 
(intended  as  a facility  to  foster  a legitimate  trade,  but  syste- 
matically and  persev’eringly  deA’oted  to  the  buying  up  of 
their  gold  coinage,  which  AV»as  daily  shipped  off  in  large 
quantities  to  their  despair)  became  at  last  their  one  ab- 
sorbing thought ! There  Ciin  be  no  doubt  it  tended  much 
to  excite  feelings  of  hostility  ; and  to  an-ay  all  their  pre- 
judices against  the  foreigner,  his  trade,  and  all  that 
belonged  to  him,  or  Avas  connected  Avith  his  presence  in 
the  country.  It  equally  certainly  and  seriously  Avarped 
their  better  judgement,  in  regard  to  the  possible  benefits 
of  foi-eign  commerce.  It  Avas  about  this  time  that  they 
first  began  to  exhibit  a desire,  Avhich  soon  ripened 
into  a distinct  proposition,  to  defer  the  opening  of  any 
more  ports  for  a term  of  yearn ; and  even,  in  the  in- 
terval, to  limit  the  exports  from  those  already  opened, 
^lany  Avere  the  discussions,  both  A'iva  voce  and  on  jiaper, 
to  Avhicli  these  reiterated  attempts  to  nullify  the  treaties 
led.  One  result  of  Avhich  Avas  to  give  a considerable  in- 
sight into  their  system  of  political  economy  and  ethics  ; 
and  perhaps  the  information  thus  gained,  can  noAvhere  be 
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more  aiipropriutely  given  than  in  thi.H  place,  while  on  the 
subject  of  commercial  rights  and  tendencies. 

In  the  cour.se  of  the  discassions  ■which  followed  the 
inquiry  I instituted  in  regard  to  these  injurious  ])ro- 
ceeding.s,  the  Governor  of  Kanagawa  came  more  than 
once  to  see  me ; and  when  his  heart  was  opened,  or  his 
tongue  only  perhaps  loosened, — by  fiequent  libations  of 
Chartrease,  which  the  Consul  had  placed  on  the  table, — he 
showed  a great  de.sire  to  understand  Avhat  wsis  the  custom- 
hou.se  system  in  China,  evidently  im])re.ssed  with  the  idea 
that  whereas  the  Chinese  by  it  got  all  the  revenue, — the 
Japane.se  by  their  system  had  only  trouble  for  their 
pains,  w'ith  a supplemenUiry  budget  of  expen.ses.  When 
he  heard  what  were  the  proceeds  of  the  Shanghae  customs 
— some  two  millions  of  taels  per  annum,  equal  to  some 
ten  millions  of  itziboos — a numeration  dillicult  to  convey 
in  any  Japanese  terms  — he  remarked,  with  a sigh,  ‘that 
it  Avas  very  different  with  them  ; hitherto  they  had  notliing 
but  expense!’  So,  it  was  observed,  it  must  ever  be  "with 
trade  in  its  infancy.  ‘ Ah,’  he  replied,  but  already  everj'- 
tliing  is  becoming  dearer ; if  thiti  be  the  lesult  of  foreign 
trade  at  its  fii-st  bc!ginning,  what  will  it  be  in  its  develope- 
ment  ?’  ‘ But,’  it  was  ob.served  in  re[)ly,  ‘ if  some  things  in 
consequence  of  a foreign  demand  become  dearer,  either 
money,  which  Ixjught  them,  would  become  more  plentifid, 
or  other  things  (supplied  in  e.xchangc  by  foreigners)  would 
be  cheaper,  so  that  there  woidd  be  compensation  some- 
where.’ This  was  a politit'al  economy  which  Japane.se  are 
slow  to  believe  in,  and  I w:us  fain  to  be  content  with 
a.ssuring  him,  that  so  certain  wais  the  tendency  of  all  trade 
to  find  or  make  equivalents,  that  no  commerce  between 
ditlcrent  countries  was  ever  pennunent,  unle.ss  it  ])roved 
mutually  benejicial,  and  so  he  might  be  assured  it  would 
be  in  Japan. 

‘ With  every  desire,’  ob.sei-ved  the  senior  of  the  Ministers 
of  Foreign  Affairs,  on  another  occasion,  arguing  for  a 
limitation  of  exports,  ‘ with  eveiy  desire  to  give  the 
fullest  execution  to  the  treaties  — to  meet  to  the  utmost 
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of  our  power  your  wislies  and  those  of  the  other  Repre- 
sentatives, we  still  hope  it  will  be  borne  in  mind,  that 
we  are  but  a small  country.  For  centuries  we  have  been 
isolated  from  the  rest  of  the  world,  have  produced  all 
that  was  wanted  for  our  own  use,  but  no  more.  Now, 
suddeidy,  we  have  entered  into  foreign  relations  with 
five  European  Powers ; a large  demand  has  sprung  up  for 
certain  articles  of  home  consumption,  and  with  a corre- 
sponding rise  in  prices ! Thus  we  see  ourselves  menaced 
with  a great  national  calamity  ; — and  find  it  is  im- 
possible we  can  by  any  effort  meet  at  once  this  demand 
by  increased  production.  Wliat  is  the  result  ? Ever}’- 
thing  is  becoming  dearer  — our  people  who  have  no 
superfluous  means,  our  officers  who  are  all  .salaried  at 
very  low  rates,  will  soon  find  themselves  in  absolute 
poverty  and  without  the  means  of  subsistence.  Where 
is  this  to  end  ? We  know  very  well  that  in  time  — even 
in  a small  countrj'  like  this  — an  increased  demand  will 
act  as  a stimulus  on  production,  and  lead  to  an  increased 
supply,  and,  it  may  be, — thus  increase  the  riches  of  the 
nation — at  least  you  tell  us  this  is  the  result  .shown  by 
univei-sal  e.xperience,  and  we  are  wUhng  to  believe  it ; but 
in  the  iiieantime  what  is  to  become  of  the  people  unable 
to  subsist  on  diminished  means  ; — or,  what  amounts  to  the 
same  thing,  iucrea.sed  dearne.ss  of  ever}'thing?  These 
things  wound  us  to  the  heart.  We  do  not  wish  to  be 
faithless  to  treaties,  but  neither  can  we  calmly  look  on, 
and  see  oiu"  countiy  menaced  with  a general  impoverish- 
ment. What  is  evidently  wanted  is  time.  You  have 
come  upon  us  with  these  large  demands,  and  this  all- 
devouring  western  trade,  too  suddenly;  and  j'ou  press  us 
too  vehemently  and  too  far.  We  are  urged  to  concede 
eveiTthing,  remove  all  restrictions,  and,  in  a Avord,  to 
accomplish  In  your  favour,  and  in  a moment,  Avhat,  after 
all,  should  be  the  work  of  a century;  and  this  is  an  im- 
jiosdbility!  For  no  effort  or  abstinence  from  action  on 
our  ])art,  can  suddenly  double  or  triple  the  sup])ly  of  the 
articles  you  want  U)  buy  ; and  that  which  alone  seems 
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capable  of  limiting  your  demand — is  precisely  that  which 
will  reduce  our  people  to  poverty  and  despair ; — such  an 
increase  of  price  as  will  leave  the  inhabitants  of  this 
country  no  means  of  purchasing  for  their  own  use. 
Already  raw  silk,  a product  of  universal  consumption;  oil, 
a a)mmon  article  of  food,  and  a necessity  to  our  peo])le ; 
with  vegeUible  wax,  veiy  needful  also  for  common  con- 
sumption; are  so  greatly  enhanced  in  value,  that  Japanese 
begin  to  find  it  difficult  to  buy  for  their  own  use.  It 
would  no  doubt  be  different  with  time,  or  at  all  events 
the  evil  woidd  be  much  mitigated  ; for  it  is  difficult  for 
us  to  undei'stand  what  even  ultimately  the  nation  has  to 
gain  by  this  foreigii  commerce ! It  makes  the  articles  of 
our  own  production  which  we  w’ant,  dearer  to  the  many 
for  the  enrichment  of  a few  ; and  the  things  which  you 
wish  to  sell,  are  either  sup(!rfluities  we  do  not  want, 
or  cannot  afford  to  buy.  We  say,  then,  time  is  wanted  to 
prevent  great  cidamities  resulting — which,  after  all,  must 
tend  to  defeat  your  object  of  extended  commerce,  even  if 
you  were  deaf  to  all  considerations  connected  with  our 
welfare  as  a nation.  Let  some  restriction  be  put  upon 
the  export  of  these  articles  until  there  has  been  time  for 
an  increased  production, — and  a supply  that  may  bi;  some- 
what more  proportioned  to  the  demand.  In  that  way 
trade  can  still  go  on  without  undermiiiing  all  the  elements 
of  stjibility  and  peace,  and  great  national  disasters  will 
happily  be  averted.’ 

Now  it  must  be  admitted,  allowing  for  some  httle 
colouring  or  dressing  in  the  pa.ssagc  of  the  ideas  through 
European  brains,  that  the  argument  is  a very  telling  one, 
and  neither  devoid  of  truth  nor  logic.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  the  prices,  not  only  of  all  articles  for  which  we  have 
created  a new  demand,  had  largely  increased,  but  every- 
thing, had  become  dearer.  The  pressiu’C  of  such  increase 
must  bear  hardly  on  Japanese  consumer's — who  ar'c  marry 
— even  if  the  sellers,  who  are  few  conrparatively,  should  be 
enriched.  Time  is  irnrprcstionably  requii-cd  for  any  lar-gely 
irtcrcased  production.  Brrt  otree  gr-ant  the  ])rayer  of  tliese 
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patriotic  Ministers,  and  assent  to  tlicir  propositions,  how 
would  it  work  ? We  iniglit  justly  answer  : — ‘ If  you  limit 
or  prohibit  the  demand,  you  take  away  the  stimulus  to 
increased  production,  on  which  all  your  hopes  are  founded. 
You  lessen  it  in  the  first  case,  and  who  shall  devise  a gauge 
by  which  the  foreigner  may  know  how  far  you  may  apjdy 
the  prefisure?  And  in  the  second  alternative  — prohibi- 
tion, you  ilestroy  it  altogether.  Then,  again,  you  Avish  to 
ap[)ly  this  regulating  screw,  (and  to  leave  it  in  the  hands 
of  government  officials  wliolly  beyond  onr  supervision 
or  control,)  on  the  only  articles  which  hitherto  have 
afforded  any  elements  of  an  export  trade.  That  is  indeed 
to  render  nugatoiy  all  commercial  treaties,  and  by  the 
direct  action  of  the  govennnent — a contradiction  in  letter 
and  spirit  to  the  Avhole  tenour  and  declared  object  of  those 
treaties.  IIow  can  a government  sujiply  the  unemng  scales 
of  graduation  which  trade,  free  and  unrestricted,  naturally 
furnishes  by  a self-adjusting  j)rocess  ? Xever  has  a goveni- 
mentyet  succeeded  in  its  attemjits  to  perform  this  function, 
in  a way  to  be  really  beneficial  either  to  tradeor  to  a nation. 
If  the  tendency  of  a sudden  demand  or  meiusure  of  con- 
sumption, which  is  the  same  thing,  is  to  enhance  prices, 
that  veiy  tendency  acts  as  a check  to  the  demand.’  My 
Amencan  colleague,  I thought,  in  talking  over  the  subject, 
seemed  more  or  less  dis[)osed  to  accej)t  a proposition 
either  for  limitation  or  jirohihition — (piand  meme; 
that  is  assuming  the  result  to  be  the  destruction  of  all 
trade.  If  trade  and  the  Aveal  of  this  nation  were  really 
incompatible, — fis  the  ilinistei’s  allege  and  very  possibly 
believe, — and  this  could  be  satisfactorily  demonstrated,  it  is 
quite  possible  I also  might  agree  Avith  them.  For  there  are 
— such  at  least  is  my  conviction — other  and  higher  objects 
in  life,  Avhether  it  be  the  life  of  individuals  or  of  nations, 
than  Trade,  and  the  interchange  of  produce  between  dif- 
ferent peo[)le  aiul  countries.  Whatever  material  or  moral 
adA'anlages  foreign  commerce  may  bring  in  its  train. — to 
s«,‘t  against  tlie  evils  Avhich  also  folloAv',  as  surely  as  the 
shadoAV  folloAVs  the  substance, — they  can  never  be  received 
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08  an  equivalent  for  tlie  geneial  imj)overi8liinont  of  a 
nation.  But  1 have  the  conviction  tliat  in  tlu8,  as  all 
other  thinjfs  where  a prepondemting  good  is  universal, 
despite  the  contingent  evils  inscjiarable  from  it  and 
everything  mundane,  the  general  laws  which  give  the 
univei-ssdity,  render  any  residt  wholly  out  of  keeping 
with  the  rest  impossible.  And,  therefore,  although  evil 
and  not  good  may  seem  the  dii'cct  or  immediate  result, 
it  is  either  only  apparent, — partial, — or  very  temporary; 
and  trade  is  still  the  instrument  of  an  ultimate  good, 
and  one  only  thus  to  be  attained. 

But  it  is  ill  arguing  against  foregone  conclusions  and  a 
tnulitional  policy.  In  a work  of  Titsingh  I came  a short 
time  afterwards  upon  an  exposition  of  Japanese  views  on 
matters  of  political  economy, — still  existing  and  in  full 
force,  as  I have  had  occasion  to  test  in  my  unavailing 
efforts  to  induce  them  to  profit  by  modern  science  for  the 
better  working  of  their  coal  mines — a vast  source  of  wealth 
to  them,  and  benefit  to  us  could  they  be  moved.  ‘ Ancient 
writers,’  says  our  Japanese  author, ‘compared  the  metals  to 
the  bones  of  the  human  body,  and  the  contributions  to 
the  blood,  the  flesh,  the  hair  of  the  skin,  which  are  con- 
tinually renewed  — a process  that  never  takes  place  with 
the  metals.’  And  he  goes  on  to  trace  the  ruin  and  impover- 
ishmentof  Cliina  to  the  improvidentworkingoftliese mines, 
and  the  prodigious  export  of  the  metals  into  Tartary 
and  Mongolia.  lie  then  draws  the  moral,  that  if  they 
continued  to  work  their  gold,  and  silver,  and  copper  mines 
as  theyhad  heretofore  doiu; — since  the  metab,  like  the  bones, 
once  taken  from  the  earth,  icere  never  reproduced  — they 
would  soon  be  exhausted  ; and  unless  the  export  of  gold 
and  silver  to  foreign  countries  were  stopped — more  consi- 
derable, he  believed,  than  all  which  had  been  transported 
from  China  to  Tartaiy,  and  estimated  at  about  150,000 
cobangs  annually  (about  as  many  sovereigns,  which  docs 
not  give  a very  high  idea  of  the  quantity  in  the  countr}') 
— he  augured  nothing  but  ruin  and  penuiy. 

lie  goes  on  to  say  tliat : ‘Anciently  they  knew  neither 
VOL.  I.  u 
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gold  nor  silver  in  Japan,  and  then  they  wanted  for  nothing, 
and  the  people  were  good  and  virtuou.'^.  Since  then, 
metals  have  been  discovered,  the  heart  of  man  has  been 
perverted  from  day  to  day,  and  yet,  Avith  the  exception  of 
medicines,  we  could  veiy  well  dispense  with  all  that  comes 
from  Avithout.  The  textile  stull’s,  and  all  the  foreign 
articles,  are  of  no  real  utility  to  us ; avo  did  not  cA^en  knoAv 
them  in  former  times.’  And  haA’ing  thus  satisfactoi'ily 
shoAvn  that  to  the  love  or  greed  of  gold  had  to  be  traced 
tUl  evil  in  the  breast  of  man, — and  to  its  export  the  im- 
poverishment of  the  countiy,  he  farther  adds,  ‘ All  the 
gold  and  silver  and  copper  that  has  been  extracted  from 
the  mines,  under  the  reign  of  Goiujin*  and  since  his  reign, 
have  been  dissipated,  and,  what  is  more  lamentable,  for 
things  Avhich  Avere  only  superfluities  and  might  easily  have 
been  dispensed  Avith.  If  avc  thus  exhaust  all  our  treasures, 
on  Avhat  shall  Ave  live  ? ’ — lie  forgets  that  he  had  declared, 
the  page  before,  they  AViinted  for  nothing — the  eai’th  Avas 
fertile  and  the  people  Avere  good  and  virtuous,  and  not 
only  Avlien  there  Avas  no  gold  or  silver,  but  became  there 
Avas  none.  lie  concludes  Avith  a sort  of  bencthction  : ‘ May 
Ave  all  reflect  on  Avhat  I luiA-e  said,  and  the  riches  of  Japan 
Avill  last  as  long  as  the  lieaA'ens  and  the  earth.’ 

This,  as  I luiA'e  had  practicjil  experience,  is  really  the 
ruling  pohey  of  the  Jaj)anese  at  this  day.  They  regard 
all  Ave  bring  as  superfluitie.s,  the  payment  of  Avhich,  if  in 
gold  and  silver,  by  so  much  impoverishes  them  ; — and  if 
in  produce,  is  hkely  to  raise  the  prices  on  the  natives,  and 
equally  lead  to  distress  and  poverty  ; and  lastly,  that  it 
is  a crime  against  posterity,  and  an  improvidence  the  most 
repreliensible,  to  go  on  exiiausting  the  mineral  resources 
of  the  country  Avitliout  regard  to  any  but  the  present  ge- 
neration. 

So  they  are  deaf  to  all  suggestions  for  increasing  the 
quantity,  or  improving  the  quality,  of  their  coal  by  better 


• (toii^rin  Samii,  tli(‘  .‘iiiccossnr  of  Tiiikoo  Snnia,  and  tlie  fomulor  of  tl)e 
present  ilvnastv  of  Tycoons,  in  the  beginniiif;  of  the  seventeenth  centiirv. 
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ami  the  aid  of  stoain  inaehiiieiy  : tlie  first  liccause 
tliey  are  afraid  of  exhausting  it,  and  do  not  in  truth  care 
to  supply  ibreigu  nations  from  their  own  stores; — and  tlio 
second,  because  it  would  throw  labour  out  of  employ- 
ment. Hence,  too,  they  have  refused  to  w’ork  certain  lead 
mines  at  Ilakodadi,  rich  in  silver  alloy.  Perhaps  the 
Pussians,  who  seem  disposed  to  make  that  j)ort  a sort  of 
head-quarters,  and  to  exercise  a considerable  influence 
over  the  ruling  powers,  may  succeed  - - if  this  were  their 
interest — in  persuading  them  to  work  it.* 

• Tlie  Japanese  (ioverumeiit  apparently  hail  made  up  tlieir  minds,  at  last, 
to  seek  assistance  in  the  workin)^  of  tlieir  mines  from  the  science  of  the 
West;  and,  accordingly,  just  before  my  departure,  two  Americati.s,  said  to 
l>e  giMid  peolo^fists,  with  ])nwitical  knowledge  of  mining,  had  arrived,  to  bo 
employed  by  the  Japanese  Uovemment.  .\rrangement.s  for  their  services 
apjieared  to  have  been  entered  into  through  Mr.  Ilan'is,  the  resident  -Minister 
of  the  United  States,  and  on  a liberal  scale.  I havo  not  yet  heard  of  any 
result. 
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A COUNTllY  WALK — AORICULTUItE,  TREES  AND  FLORA  OF  JAPAN — 

PEA.SANT  life  and  prison  life NATURAL  HISTORY JAPANESE 

LACOUER  WARE  AND  SKILFUL  WORKMANSHIP MONSTER  BAZAAR. 


Let  US  leave  Japanese  politics  and  the  whole  class  of 
subjects  official, — Avearisome  and  monotous  withal — 
(save  when  broken  l)y  some  deed  of  atrocity  or  blood- 
shed), and  take  a walk  in  the  fresh  morning  air  to  Yoko- 
hama.  The  sun  is  up,  tlie  sky  clear  and  bright,  and  the 
change  from  Japanese  officials  and  chicanery" — with  absurd 
alarms,  and  still  more  preposterous  plans  for  meeting  the 
supposed  dangers  of  natural  impoverishment,  famine,  and 
ruin  (declared,  as  Ave  have  seen,  to  be  the  only  prob- 
able result  of  foreign  trade) — to  Japanese  sceneiy,  is 
refreshing,  both  to  body  aud  mind.  The  shady  roads 
and  country  lanes  bring  us  in  communion  only  Avith 
nature;  A\hich  here,  as  elseAvhere,  is  divine — here  more 
than  in  many  favoured  lands  c\'cn,  Avhatever  the  s|iirit  of 
man  may  bo  1 It  is  indeed  AV'orthy  of  all  admiration, 
Avhile  the  .simple  manners  and  kindly  nature  of  the  people, 
are  in  pleasant  contrast  Avith  the  juggling  and  duplicity  of 
their  rulers. 

A walk  to  Y'okohama,  the  present  site  of  Avhat  foreign 
trade  there  is,  at  the  port  of  KanagaAva,  through  cultiA’ated 
fields  and  cojise-fringed  lane.s,  to  end  Avith  a morning’s 
sho])j)ing  in  the  huge  bazaar  (Avhich  the  Avhole  e.xtem- 
pori.sed  .settlement  of  shops  and  Avarehouses  has  become), 
is  as  pleasant  a change  as  Avell  can  be.  It  opens  the 
book  of  Japanese  life  at  one  of  the  most  amusing,  and 
lea.st  objectionable  cha|>ter.s.  Kanagawa,  the  resideiice  of 
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the  official  section  of  tlie  little  foreign  community  at  the 
port,  is  situated  on  the  northern  edge  of  a bight  of  the 
great  Bay  of  Yeddo.  Following  the  shore  with  a graceful 
curve,  the  town  stretches,  with  hou.ses  and  trees  inter- 
mingled, for  some  two  miles,  with  a near  background  of 
picturesque  hills, — wocKled  and  broken  into  every  vai’iety 
of  form.  It  was  on  the  opiiosite  or  southern  point  of 
this  lesser  bay,  <as  has  been  e.xplained,  that  the  Japanese 
betliouglit  tliemselves  of  inventing  a settlement  for 
foreigners.  Well  isolated  from  all  tlic  surrounding 
hamlets,  and  far  removed  from  the  great  tnink  road 
which  leads  to  the  capital,  and  the  bu.sy  towni  of  Kana- 
gawa  itself— the  resort  of  all  travellers  on  their  journeys 
to  and  from  the  cajntal,  as  I have  ah'cady  described — it 
realised  all  the  conditions  a Japanese  could  conceive  desir- 
able — for  the  seclusion  and  packing  away  of  their  little- 
desired  guests,  as  they  would  pack  artillery  or  pen  up 
cattle  ; to  be  accessible  for  themselves,  but  unapproachable 
to  aU  else  without  permission.  An  extemporised  road 
across  some  salt-marshes  or  lagimes,  abridges  the  distance 
from  Kanagawa,aud  further  answei-s  the  purpose  of  making 
the  route  deviate  earlier  from  the  great  thoroughfare  for 
Japanese.  It  gives  it,  moreover,  an  exclusive  character, 
so  that  no  one  could  have  any  pretext  for  turning  into  it, 
other  than  that  of  intercourse  with  the  ‘ Tojm  hahn'  or 
trading  foreignci-s.  To  make  it  uecessar}’  to  produce  a 
licence  for  this,  completed  the  net  of  isolation.  It  was  to 
this  happily  planned  and  ingeniously  executed  design,  that 
the  Diplomatic  Agents  of  Great  Britain  and  America  saw 
sundry  grave  objections,  and  refused  to  accept  the  im- 
provised settlement, — with  all  its  properties  of  quays,  jetties, 
and  custom-house, — roads  and  bridges  over  salt  lagunes 
included, — refused  to  take  them  over  at  any  price,  or  accept 
them  even  as  a gift.  But  there  the  settlement  remains,  and 
no  effort  of  Foreign  Bepresentatives  could  undo  the  mis- 
chief of  a first  wrong  step.  Insidiously  designed,  it  has  been 
too  readily  backed  by  the  first  comers  — and  too  steadily 
persisted  in  by  the  native  authorities  for  any  other  result. 
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But  wc  are  taking  a path  througli  tlie  fields  that  we 
may  turn  out  of  tlic  road  awhile.  Some  of  the  paddy 
(riee)  is  still  uncut,  though  it  has  long  been  ripe,  and  this 
is  the  end  of  Noveinbei'.  The  sun  in  its  continued 
power,  and  the  dry  season,  are  apparently  sulficient 
guarantees  to  the  farmer  that  it  will  not  be  spoiled  ; and, 
e\er  thrifty,  they  i>rovidc  no  more  store  I'oom  than  is 
absolutely  necc‘ssary.  The  corn  itself  they  often  either 
beat  out  on  the  roatlside  or  pathwaj’,  or  by  fire  on  the 
place  where  it  is  cut,  separate  the  heiids,  and  turn  the 
straw  to  manure.  Here  is  some  suspended  across  a 
bamboo  pole  along  the  edge  of  the  field,  heads  down, 
to  diy — a very  siin[)le,  inexpensive,  and,  I should  fancy, 
effective  mode  of  drying.  At  other  times  they  have 
a simple  machine  with  iron  teeth,  by  which  the  women 
separate  the  grain  as  they  would  card  wool.  The  Hail 


CAHmxa  MACHINE  FOR  6KPAUATINO  THE  GRAIN 


is  also  in  use,  as  the  .sketch  on  the  opj)osite  page  shows. 
Neither  cold,  nor  ram,  nor  fogs,  have  any  terrors  here  to 
the  cultivator  during  the  months  of  October  and  Novem- 
ber,for  it  is  like  another  summer, without  its  .scorching  heat 
or  pe.stilent  mu.squitoe.s.  They  are,  in  reality,  among  the 
j)leasantest  and  most  genial  of  the  tweh  e.  Yet  here  and 
there  a little  hoar-frost  is  on  the  tufts  of  grass,  and  the 
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early  morning  air  i.s  keen.  They  have  already  got  their 
wheat-seed  into  the  ground  on  the  higher  land,  and  it  is 


HOW  TIIRY  SEPAUATB  THE  GRAIN 

springing  up  in  regular  hues,  not  broadcast,  but  drilled. 


JAPANESE  PLOCOUINO 


And  what  a soil  it  b ! a rich  dark  friable  earth,  nearly 
black, — light  to  handle,  and  without  a stone  or  a pebble 
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to  be  seen,  which  the  liglitest  wotxlen  plough  just  tipped 
with  iron,  turns  up  with  ease.  This  is  two  or  three  feet 
deep,  banketl  up  from  the  paths ; a crop  of  tiu’nip-radisli 
is  coming  up,  which  grows  here  between  one  and  two 
feet  in  Icngtli,  perfectly  white,  and  nearly  as  taste- 
le-ss.  Some  of  the  cotton  fields  still  have  the  sticks 
standing,  with  a few  pods  here  and  there  attached. 
Potatoes,  too,  are  cultivated,  and  seem  to  have  been  known 
for  centuries  : wliether  indigenous  or  not,  it  is  dilficult  to 
ascertain,  but  as  they  are  cidled  by  a Dutch  name,  it  may 
be  to  tliem  they  are  indebted  for  their  introduction. 
They  thrive  well,  though  always  small,  and  are  sold  at 
two  itziboos  the  picul,  or  three  shillings  the  sack  of 
13.3  lbs.,  much  as  at  Hakodadi.  Here  is  a rich  variety 
of  crops,  fit  for  either  zone — tropic  or  temperate  : cotton, 
lice,  potatoes,  turnips,  and  wheat,  maize,  buckwlieat,  and 
iniUct,  seem  in  strange  Juxtaposition  ; however,  here  they 
are,  and  flourishing. 

And  now  we  turn  from  the  open  fields  — the  last  one 
showing  the  regular  treading  clown  of  bare  feet,  to  keep 
the  seed  from  being  worked  out,  giving  equal  evidence  of 
the  care  of  the  husbandman  and  the  cheapness  of  labour. 
Yet  they  are  always  economisuig  it,  cheap  and  plentiful  as 
it  may  be,  and  instead  of  the  feet  they  sometimes  u.sc  a 


simple  roller  made  out  of  a transverse  section  of  a tree. 
And  when  they  wish  to  manure  a field,  they  make  a tree 
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do  the  duty  of  one  man,  and  very  much  iussist  and 
economise  the  lal>our  of  the  other  by  ])as.sing  a rope 


through  tlie  handle  of  the  pail  close  to  the  depot  of  the 
manure,  one  end  of  which  is  secured  to  the  tree  and  the 


MANl'RIKO  PROCESS 
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Other  is  held  by  tlie  labourer  to  enable  him  to  swing  the 
contents  over  a wide  area.  In  other  cases  he  is  supplied 
with  a large  ladle,  at  the  end  of  a ten  feet  handle,  which 
gives  an  equally  Avide  sweep,  and  with  little  labour. 

We  now  gain  a shady  lane  through  which  the  sun’s  rays 
pierce  only  at  intcnnds.  On  the  banks  above,  the  pine, 
the  evergreen-oak,  a noble  tree,  Avith  leaves  of  a rich 
dark  colour,  something  hke  the  laurel,  the  light  bamboiA — 
the  Cryptomeria  Japonica, — (all  except  the  bamboo,Avhich 
is  a grass,  though  groAving  thirty  or  forty  feet  high,)  trees 
of  great  size,  and  value  as  timber.  The  beautiful  maple, 
too,  Avith  its  starlike  leaves  and  ever’  graceful  foliage, 
cannot  be  passed  by  Avithout  a glance  of  admiration,  and 
Jaj>an  can  boast  of  numerous  varieties.  At  this  season  its 
leaves  are  of  the  brightest  scarlet  hue,  but  no  pen  can 
convey  an  adequate  idea  of  the  richness  and  Aaricty 
of  the  autumnal  tints.  The  brightest  crimson  and  scarlet 
alternate  Avith  a golden  yelloAV,  and  the  deeper  coloura, 
broAvn  and  green,  of  the  evergreens.  The  ‘ sear  and  yelloAV 
leaf  ’ has  a beauty  of  its  oAvn  here,  Avhich  leaves  little  room 
for  regret  that  the  gloAving  hues  of  summer  are  wanting. 
Yet  Avinter  is  coming,  one  sees ; every  noAV  and  then  the 
Avind  sends  a Avhirl  of  dried  leaves  along  the  road,  and  some 
of  the  trees  are  looking  all  the  barer  in  consequence. 

The  tidl  Avell-kept  hedges  and  fences  are  still  thickly 
covered,  cut  and  trimmed  in  the  Dutch  manner  of  garden- 
ing (a  fashion  Avhich  there  is  little  doubt,  I think,  Ava-s  in- 
troduced into  Europe  from  Japan),  and  hoAV  admirably 
they  arc  planted  and  trimmed  ! NoAvhere  out  of  England 
can  such  hedges  be  seen, — and  not  in  the  British  Isles  can 
be  found  such  A ariety.  Here  is  a Ioav  hedge  or  border 
rather,  made  of  the  tea  j)lant,  tAvo  or  three  bushes  deej), 
and  groAving  about  three  feet  high — not  unlike  the  ordi- 
nary floAvering  camellia,  of  Avhich  it  is  a species. 
Noav  Ave  have  come  to  an  enclosure  fenced  in  Avith 
nectarines,  and  there  is  a hedge  of  pomegranate.  Inside 
a tall  orange  tree  is  laden  Avith  iUs  golden  fruit ; and, 
stranger  still,  a cherry  tree  in  full  blo.ssom  this  25th 
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day  of  Novembor  ! 0 happy  land  and  plca.sant  countiy! 

— that  is,  when  no  Daimios  or  oiiicials  intrude  their  pre- 
sence, Avhich  mars  all.  But  I .said  I wonld  not  tliink 
of  politics.  liCt  us  return  to  the  hedge-rows  and  their 
inexhaustible  variety.  Now  it  is  a line  tall  close-twisted 
fence  of  Cryptoineria,  while  over  that  porch  of  thatch  the 
Wistaria  (or  Glycine  .Gnenms  as  it  has  also  been  called) 
spreads  with  insatiable  desire  its  for-reaching  arms,  to  be 
covered  in  spring  with  glorious  clusters  of  purple  flowers.* 
Little  hamlets  and  farmers’  homesteads  are  dotted  about 
in  a sort  of  picturesque  confusion, — generally  nestled  in 
the  Vidleys  and  under  the  hill  sides,  amidst  a clump  of 
trees  where  the  Cryptoineria,  the  bamboo,  and  the  palm 
all  tend  to  give  an  Eastern  character  to  dwellings  other- 
wise claiming  some  resemblance  to  Swiss  chalets.  What 
architecture  there  is,  however,  ha.s  no  originahty,  and  is 
in  fact  oidy  a slight  modilication  of  the  Chine.se  style  of 
building,  with  wockIcii  frames.  Their  temples,  gateways, 
and  larger  houses  are  eminently  Chinese,  only  in  better 
style,  and  infinitely  better  kejit.  The  country  can  never 
look  wintrj’  here,  unless  covered  with  snow,  (which  it  is 
.sometimes  after  Christmas,)  for  ifo  trees  can  never  be 
wholly  strijiped  of  foliage,  there  is  such  a preponderance 
of  evergreens. 

It  seems  the  slack  time  of  the  year  for  lalHinrers  in  the 
field  : few  are  at  work.  Their  .simple  device  for  keeping 
off  the  birds — a pole  in  the  centre  from  which  cords  arc 
stretched  to  the  edges  at  wide  intervals — show  that  .seed 
is  in  the  ground ; and  the  farmer  seems  to  bo  contemplat- 
ing with  great  satisfaction  the  succe.ss  of  his  device. 
Ceilainly  it  has  great  simplicity  of  design  and  economy  in 
its  application  to  recommend  it, — and  I have  such  faith  in 
the  practical  spirit  and  intelligence  of  the  Japanese,  that  it 
is  enough  for  me  to  see  the  general  adoption  of  any  plan, 
to  feel  certain  of  its  well  answering  the  end  proposed.  I 
give  a facsimile  drawing,  therefore,  of  the  original,  and 

• The  yellow  flower,  of  which  rare  specimens  are  to  be  wen  in  China,  I 
have  never  observed  in  Japan. 
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judging  by  tlie  contentetl  air^  of  iny  Japanese  fanner,  I 
slioukl  reconiniend  it,  on  both  grounds,  to  the  agricultur- 
ist’s notice.  Here  and  tliere,  Temnants  of  the  paddy  crop 


MODE  OK  PROTKCTINO  I.AND  FKOM  IIIRIX) 


arc  being  cut  with  a primitive-looking  .sickle.  Xow  and 
tluin  one  meets, — with  regret, — a line  of  C(H)lies  canying 
the  manure  pails  to  the  ground,  or,  worse  still,  distributing 
it  in  the  manner  already  illustrated.  But  most  of  the  seed 
of  the  spring  crops  is  already  in,  I fimcy,  and  the  groimd 
is  pretty  well  cleared  of  all  the  others ; what  little  is  doing 
is  the  work  of  women  and  children,  and  they  are  the  chief 
labourere  at  this  season. 

The  Japanese  authorities  have  endeavoured  to  per- 
suade foreign  oflicials  that  wages  are  high  and  produce 
dear.  Such  can  hardly  be  the  case.  The  evidence  of 
plenty,  or  a sufficiency  at  lea.st,  everywhere  meets  the 
c-ye ; cotbiges  and  farm-houses  are  rarely  seen  out  of 
repair — in  pleasant  contrast  to  China  where  eveiythingis 
g(»ing  to  decay  — pul)lic  biuldings  and  private  «lwellings 
alike,  but  more  especially  the  former.  The  men  and 
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women,  now  they  take  to  their  clotliing,  are  well  and 
comfortably  clad  — even  the  children,  though  there  are 
two  or  three  rejoicing  in  nature’s  garb  — having  just 
rushed  out  of  a vapour  bath,  and,  Kussian-like,  facing  the 
cold  with  impunity.  In  pas.sing  the  door  may  be  seen 
a black-mouthed  matron,  the  mother  no  doubt  of  all 
these  disreputable-looking  little  Cupids  and  Psyches  — 
(without  their  wings)  in  precisely  the  same  garb,  nui'sing 
the  baby  as  she  looks  unconcernedly  round  at  the  tojim. 
One  would  think  they  must  needs  be  a cleaidy  people  — 
and  that  is  a great  virtue  — whatever  we  may  say 
or  think  of  their  free  and  easy  mode  of  arriving  at  the 
result.  There  is  no  sign  of  starvation  or  penury  in  the 
midst  of  the  population  — if  little  room  for  the  in- 
dulgence of  luxury  or  the  display  of  wealth.  Their 
habits  of  life  are  evidently  simple  in  the  highest  degi'ee. 
A bare,  matted  room  — not  over  large  but  generally 
clean  ; a few  shelves  or  a low  etngcre  of  lacquer  let  into 
some  recess ; a few  lacquer  cups  and  saucers,  or  j)or- 
celain  with  as  many  trays  on  stands; — behold  the  whole 
furniture  of  a well-furnished  house,  from  the  Daimio, 
who.se  revenue  is  estimated  at  a million  measures  of 
rice,  to  the  little  shopkeeper  or  peasant  who  lives  from 
hand  to  mouth.  This  is  all  the  richest  have,  and  more 
than  the  poorest  want.  In  the  kitchen  a few  buckets, 
two  or  three  copper  or  iron  pans,  and  a moveable  stove  or 
two,  with  a large  pan  for  the  daily  rice  and  hot  water, 
su[)ply  <‘dl  the  means  of  cooking.  Feather  and  bamboo 
brooms,  with  plenty  of  water  and  air,  tifford  the  moans 
of  cleanline.ss.  In  the  inner  rooms,  behind  tho.se  sliding 
panels,  are  a few  cotton-stufl’ed  ■wrapjiers — and  they  are 
bed  and  blanket,  Avhile  a lacquer  or  Avooden  pillow  com- 
pletes the  couch. 

There  is  something  to  admire  in  this  Spartan  simjdicity 
of  habits,  Avhich  seems  to  extend  through  all  their  life, 
and  they  pride  themselves  upon  it.  Fish  and  rice  are  the 
chief  articles  of  food,  with  tea  and  saki  for  beverages. 
'I'he  peasant,  tin*  labour  of  the  day  over,  can  always  hxik 
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forward  to  the  luxury  of  a hot  batli,  and  a still  more 
luxurious  shampooing — if  not  by  his  barber  or  the  blind 
professors  of  the  art,  wlu)  go  about  all  tlie  evening,  with 
a whistle  for  their  cry,  seeking  customers — he  can  always 
make  sure  of  it  by  his  wife’s  aid. 


TUB  peasant’s  luxury 

Certainly  so  much  austerity,  and  sucli  universal  absence 
of  luxury,  must  go  far  to  enable  all  to  live  upon  little  — 
preserve  to  each  his  independence  of  action,  and,  one 
would  think,  spare  many  heart-burnings  in  vain  effort  to 
outvie  each  other  in  ostentatious  entertainments  and 
e(piipages — a rivalry  which,  in  other  countries,  boasting 
of  sujierior  wisdom  and  civilisation,  is  the  source  of  much 
more  misery  than  happiness  to  the  envied  owners,  and 
i)ften  leads  to  ruin.  Ilere,  if  there  be  any  such  rivalry, 
I believe  it  is  confined  to  the  riclier  Daimios,  and  consists 
idmost  exclusively  in  the  number  of  their  retainers,  who 
are  fed  and  kept  in  idleness.  The  poorer  classes  seem 
))i‘ifectly  to  answer  the  desci-iption  of  a happy  peasant- 
life,  di’awn  from  another  race,  who 


IcHil  H careless  life, 

Witli  iioufrlit  te  wish  and  noiifrlit  to  njiiire. 
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A.s  I wandered  on  tlie  plea.'^ant  road  with  this  train  of 
thouglit,  which  tlie  picture  before  me  of  agri<ndtural  hfe 
and  Arcadian  simplicity  suggested,  fully  occupying  me,  I 
had  forgotten  a special  object  I had  in  view  on  starting. 
This  necessitated  a deviation  out  of  the  beaten  track,  about 
midway  between  Kanagawa  and  Yokohama,  so  I turned  on 
my  steps — the  same  thoughts  still  pursuing  me,  however, 
as  the  lines  already  quoted  so  descriptive  of  the  people 
came  back  to  luy  mind.  What  condition  can  be  happier? 
Wealtli  brings  troubles — cares,  tenq)titions.  ‘ Quien  tien 
crindos  tien  cuidados,’  says  the  Spanish  proverb.  So  true 
it  is,  that  much  to  spare  seems  ever  to  draw  after  it,  as 
au  inseparable  condition,  much  to  be  anxious  about.  Care 
follows  like  a shadow,  and  if,  like  other  shadows,  it  only 
proves  the  substance  unlike  a mere  .shadow,  it  becomes 
a heavy  burden.  Those  who  have  little,  without  a wish 
for  nujre,  arc  certainly  therefore  among  the  happiest  of 
mankind,  as  far  us  worldly  conditions  are  concerned. 
Here  I cjtme  to  a full  sto]),  not  that  the  argument  seemed 
to  mo  by  any  means  exhausted,  it  was  a natural  obstacle 
that  brought  mo  suddenly  up,  an  ‘ institution  ’ of  this 
Arcadian  countr}%  and  much  too  real  and  substantial  in 
the  form  it  presented  to  bo  ov'erlooked.  It  was  not  so 
[)le!isant  a sight  iis  smiling  faces  of  hapj)y  peasant^  and 
green  fields  with  wild-fowl  flying  across  by  hundreds,  but 
perhaps  it  was  more  instructive.  We  are  on  the  rising 
ground  and  below  lies  tlie  valley,  a pretty  retired  and  rural- 
looking  spot  as  heart  can  desire,  or  eye  can  look  upon ! 
All  is  peaceful  and  quiet,  every  field  is  in  full  cultivation, 
and  here  and  there  a green  hedge-rovv%  or  a clump  of  noble 
evergreens,  mark  the  line  of  a country  lane.  Tliere  are  no 
hamlets  or  cotUiges  visible,  however,  and  half  unconsci- 
ously you  feel,  even  a.s  you  are  admiring,  that  there  is  an 
air  of  solitude  and  isolation  about  the  whole  scene,  which 
oppresses — you  can  hardly  explain  why — until  your  eye 
rests  on  a strong  j)alisaded  building  which  sPinds  in  the 
midst  of  all,  a little  to  the  left,  and  on  a highl)^  elevated 
platform.  A stone-faced  moat  surioimds  it,  and  already 
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as  you  look  down  on  its  courtyards  and  long  low  line  of 
roofs,  yt)u  feel  by  a kind  of  instinct  that  the  smiling 
valley  has  in  its  heart  but  one  occupant  — and  that  a 
dismal  one  ! It  is  the  ])rison  of  the  district, — the  twin 
brother  to  the  foreign  settlement  at  Yokohama, — conceived 
by  the  same  Government,  born  of  the  same  parents  in  the 
same  hour, — and  placed  under  the  same  political  guardian- 
ship. Let  us  go  in  and  sec  what  it  contains,  and  how 
they  manage  these  things  in  Japan ; which,  for  all  it 
seems  so  Arcadian,  does  not,  alas  ! seem  exempt  from  the 
maladies  common  to  the  social  state  in  other  lands. 

The  outer  gate  is  open  and,  turning  round  an  angle,  we 
come  upon  the  Janitor’s  lodge — a sort  of  guard-house. 
Three  or  four  oflicials  are  lounging  about,  and  do  not  seem 
much  oppressed  with  business,  and  still  less  with  care. 
We  have  a pass,  and  no  dilliculty  is  made  therefore  in 
showing  the  interior  — none  at  least  beyond  the  delay 
caused  by  the  necessity  of  hunting  amidst  a heap  of  keys 
and  labels  — the  first  of  the  oddest  shape,  and  the  last  of 
an  incommensurate  size,  on  which  the  jdaces  they  open 
are  written.  This  over,  the  gate  of  a narrow  courtyard 
is  first  opened,  and  then  the  inner  door  of  a large  room. 
It  is  a room  of  twelve  mats,  for  so  they  measure  houses 
and  streets  alike  — open  bam  all  round,  and  Avith  an  un- 
])leiisant  resemblance  to  a wild  beast’s  cage.  This  is  a 
division  approi>riated  to  foreign  prisoners  ■ — furnished 
chielly  by  sailors  — a class  ever  prolific  in  riot  and 
drunkenness  in  a foreign  port, — the  more  the  ]uty! 
Happily,  I was  going  to  say — but  a doubt  enters  into  my 
mind  as  to  the  appropriateness  of  the  term, — happily  or 
unhappily  then  as  the  case  may  be  — there  were  no  in- 
mates. But  on  entering  there  was  no  lack  of  evidence  of 
foi’iner  occupants.  A compa.ss  elaborately  painted  on  the 
wainscot  recorded  how  one  ‘ Christian  lA)uis  ’ had  wiled 
.away  the  tedious  hours.  A checrpier  board  below  answered 
for  another;  while  a third  had  made  a frank  confession,  for 
the  beiK'lit  of  liis  succe.ssors,  that  mki  liad  l)rought  him 
there,  and  ‘.siki  would  be  Iiis  ruin.’  With  which  com- 
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fortable  convictioii  he  seems  to  have  solaced  himself,  for 
with  great  complacency  he  had  signed  his  name  in  full. 
This  habit  of  scoring  names,  wherever  space  for  sprawl- 
ing letters  can  be  found  — on  works  of  art  or  nature’s 
monuments  of  gi’anite  ; on  prison  cells  and  j)alace  walls ; 
or,  in  default  of  other  medium,  on  barks  of  trees  and 
garden  seats— is  one  of  the  least  intelligible  of  the  many 
forms  of  folly,  which  idlene.ss  or  a craving  for  notoriety 
seems  to  take  in  every  age.  It  is  certainly  one  of  the  most 
universal  and  ancient.  On  the  rocks  of  Syria  as  in  the 
ruins  of  Pompeii  evidences  abound  proving  its  e.xistence 
from  the  time  of  the  Pharaohs ! Is  it  instinctive  desire  for 
immortality,  which  prompts  so  many  Prowns  and  Robin- 
sons of  everj'  race.  Heathen  and  Christian,  to  take  so  much 
trouble  and  pains  to  deface  monuments,  with  their  initials 
and  names  at  length, — and  thus  hand  down  to  posterity 
the  unimportant  fact  of  their  obscure  e.xistence  at  a given 
date  and  place  ? Yet  what  can  it  benefit  them,  that  in 
another  century  their  ignoble  names  should  be  read  and 
laughed  at,  or  anathematised,  by  othei’s  following  in  their 
footsteps?  I confess  I never  could  form  even  a plausible 
explanation  of  the  phenomenon  ; — but  at  least  a common 
felon’s  cell  might  escape  from  such  frantic  efibrts  to  achieve 
immortality  ! There  is  a laurel  ti'ee  shown  in  the  gardens 
of  the  Isola  Bella  on  the  Lago  Maggiore  with  the  half 
effaced  letters  which  once  foianed  the  word  ‘ Battaglia  ’ 
car\'ed, — so  guide-books  and  guides  aver, — by  Napoleon 
himself,  shortly  before  the  battle  of  Marengo.  That  his 
thoughts  should  be  of  battles  at  that  hour,  as  in  his  last, 
can  easily  be  understood ; but  what  pleasure  could  he, 
whose  destiny  it  was  to  carve  out  empires,  have  found  in 
cutting  letters  on  the  bark  of  a tree,  in  that  pleasaiit 
garden  of  Borromeo  ? We  must  continue  our  inspection 
of  the  prison.  To  the  right  is  a second  cell  or  closet  with 
a tub  of  w'ater.  The  Japanese,  true  to  their  national 
habits,  afford  a daily  bath  to  every  inmate,  and  twice  a 
day  in  the  summer. 

The  pri.son  is  divided  into  two  ranges,  and  on  the 
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opposite  side  is  a large  square  room  or  cage  into  which 
some  twenty  prisoners  might  be  put.  It  appears  the  soU- 
tary  system  has  not  yet  penetrated  into  Japan  — and  as 
no  distinction  of  sex  appears  to  be  considered  material, 
among  the  lower  orders  at  all  events,  the  arrangements 
for  the  safe  castody  of  the  inmates  admits  of  little  fsu-ther 
simphfication.  In  this  room  we  found  five  or  six  suffi- 
ciently miserable-looking  individuals  — all  men,  however 

— unshorn  and  unshaven,  as  prisoners  usually  are,  except 
in  the  j)alaoe-j)risons  of  England.  There  was  no  furniture, 
of  course;— how  should  there  be,  indeed,  when  the  greatest 
Daimio  holds  a table  an  incumbrance,  a chair  an  abomina- 
tion, and  a bed  altogether  insufferable  and  only  fit  for  a 
Foreigner ! 

One  is  glad  to  get  out  and  breathe  a purer  and  fresher 
air.  A prison,  a mad-house,  and  a ho.spital,  are  the  three 
saddest  spectacles  anywhere  to  be  seen.  They  bring  us 
face  to  face  with  suffering  humanity  in  many  of  its  most 
repulsive  forms  ; and  a Japanese  prison,  I found,  was  no 
exception.  The  other  two,  so  far  as  I can  learn,  do  not  exist 

— neither  mad-house  nor  hospital.  With  a brisk  walk  of  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  across  the  lagune  in  the  fresh  morning 
air,  with  the  sun-lit  bay  on  the  left,  and  the  distant  hills 
of  tlie  opposite  shore,  half  lost  in  atfi-ial  tints  of  grey  and 
puq)le  to  gladden  the  eye, — the  dismal  one-house  valley  is 
soon  forgotten.  Storks  are  vainly  fishing  for  eels,  worms, 
and  other  delicacie.s,  and  devouring  them  when  found 
with  the  greatest  equanimity,  despite  the  contortions  of 
the  victim  — much  as  the  clever  and  rapacious  devour 
their  victims  in  the  world.  Or,  as  the  French  poet  has  it — 

foii.s  sent  (Ics  fcHtina 
Et  les  sages  les  mangent! 

I have  already  remarked  on  the  semi-worship  of  the 
stork  by  the  Japanese.  They  are  the  favourite  objects 
of  artistic  skill  in  every  fcinn  of  ornamentation — in 
porcelain  and  lacquer — tapestry  and  embroidery; — and 
nothing  can  be  more  artistic  than  the  way  in  which  they 
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are  treated  in  all  these  various  works,  as  the  following 
woodcut  may  show. 

Beyond,  on  the  surface  of  the  pond,  are  myriads  of 
wild  fowl,  so  conscious  of  their  immunity  from  gun  and 
dog,  under  imperial  decree,  that  they  allow  you  to 
approach  within  a few  yards  — a most  aggravating  sight 


to  a sportsman ; but  such  is  the  law,  and  the  binls  evi- 
dently know  it.  No  .shot  at  bird  or  beast  may  be  fired 
within  ten  Ei,  or  thirty  miles  of  the  Tycoon’s  residence, 
and  Yokohama,  alas  ! is  only  .seventeen  miles  distant.  To 
the  Japanese,  probably,  it  is  no  privation,  but  to  an  En- 
glishman, sick  of  pork  and  fowls  all  the  yeixr  round,  and 
eager  for  open  air  sport  and  exercise,  it  is  vei-y  hard  ; — 
but  the  Japanese  ollicials  seem  to  take  all  the  more  pleasure 
in  vigorously  insisting  upon  the  inviolability  of  the  laws.* 

* This  was  felt  a preat  prievaiioe  by  tb(»  foreipn  residents  at  Yoboliama, 
and  led  to  much  ill-feelinp  as  well  as  some  bloodshed.  The  restriction  was 
probablyall  the  more  tenaciously  maintained  by  theOovemment  of  the  Tycoon 
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Their  artists  equally  excel,  from  long  and  loving  study, 
in  depicting  all  kinds  of  wild  fowl,  of  which  the  fol- 
lowing is  an  illustration  copied  from  a Japanese  print. 


Hawking  seems  the  only  spyrt  in  vogue  even  among  the 
privileged  and  higher  classes,  and  tliat,  in  the  imperial 
domain,  is  strictly  limited  likewise  to  the  Tycoon.  No 
private  individual,  so  I am  told,  may  even  keep  a falcon, 
of  which  there  are  some  very  fine  specimens.  This  is 
only  one  of  the  numerous  petty  restraints  and  restrictions 
arising  from  a totally  different  state  of  society  and  pohtical 
organisation  — of  a more  or  less  irritating  and  vexatious 
character — to  which  foreigners  must  perforce  submit  who 
take  up  their  residence  in  Japan.  The  Diplomatic  Agents 
were  even  recommended,  as  a means  of  avoiding  insult, 
never  to  go  out  on  foot  or  on  horseback,  but  only  in 
norimons,  shut-up,  and  with  a couple  of  ‘ yaconius  ’ in 
attendance.  A jilciisant  life  they  would  have  of  it,  under 

from  the  fact,  that  carrying  firearms  ami  aliootiiig  -were  pri^-ileges  they 
were  Uetermimai  the  .lupmiese  should  not  have  — os  involving  danger  to  the 
State.  The  gieat  inas.s  of  the,  nation  are  denied  all  privileges,  ami  none 
more  jeidously  than  the  right  of  carrying  firearms. 
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such  conditions.  And  how  long  will  this  last,  or  will  it 
ever  admit  of  improvement  ? We  must  hope  so,  for,  as 
one  of  my  colleagues  observed,  ‘ il  laisse  beaucnup  a 
desirer!  ’ 

Our  walk  is  coming  to  an  end  ; storks  and  wild  fowls 
are  already  behind  us,  left  unniol(!sted  to  their  privileged 
immunities.  And  now  we  are  at  the  land  entrance  of 
Yokohama  — facing  a town  of  two  or  three  streets  deep 
branching  off  one  large  trunk,  nearly  half  a mile  in  length. 
It  is  all  timber  built,  consisting  entirely  of  shops,  except 
the  few  houses  and  gardens  at  the  end  for  the  foreigners, 
and  the  extensive  Custom-house  establishment.  These 
shops  are  all  filled  with  goods  entirely  selected  to  suit 
a foreigner’s  wants  and  tastes.  Let  my  readei’s  figure  in  their 
mind  all  they  have  ever  heard  or  fancied  of  Japanese  inge- 
nuity and  perfection  of  work — in  lacquer,  basket-work,  por- 
celain and  bronze, — fancy  silks  and  embroideries,  spread 
out  before  them  in  every  tempting  form,  the  very  shop- 
keepers having  learnt  enough  English  to  tell  you  ‘ all 
vely  cheap,’  ‘ vely  good,’  (for  the  r is  seldom  heard  from  a 
Japanese  tongue)  and  if  you  ask,  he  will  tell  you  the  prices 
also  tolerably  intelligibly,  and  then  judge  how  few  button 
up  their  pockets,  and  walk  away,  like  w.se  jicople ! 

But  I came  with  deliberatefintention  to  look,  to  examine, 
and  to  buy  — my  friends  had  so  persecuted  me  to  spend 
their  money  for  them,  some  one  hundred  dollars,  some 
live  hundred,  or  ‘ any  amount,’ — only  to  send  them  ‘ beau- 
tiful things  from  Japan,’  where,  to  their  sorrow,  they  could 
not  go  in  person.  ‘ Beautiful  things  ! ’it  is  easily  said,  my 
friends,  but  it  is  distressingly  vague.  Pretty,  cheap,  and 
dear,  are  all  relative  terms,  and  subject  to  infinite  diversity 
of  opinion.  However,  since  I cannot  help  myself,  I must 
needs  take  the  plunge  ; my  friends’  money  to  spend,  and 
my  own  taste  to  guide  me,  in  this  most  trying  voyage  of  dis- 
cover)'. And  first  I am  to  find  a pair  of  well-bred  Japanese 
dogs,  ‘ with  eyes  like  saucers,  no  nose,  the  tongue  hanging 
out  at  the  side,  too  large  for  the  mouth,  and  white  and  tan 
if  possible,  and  two  years  old.’  My  friend,  you  see,  is  a 
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(log  fancier, — and  so  my  first  \nsit  is  to  the  poultry  street 
Some  twenty  establishments,  Avith  the  most  extraordinary 
and,  it  must  also  be  said,  the  most  rare  and  beautiful  col- 
lection of  birds  and  beasts, — the  former  especially, — that 
can  well  be  seen  out  of  a zoological  garden.  We  turn  into 
the  first  of  them  by  a large  courtyard  which  runs  behind 
the  shop,  and  all  round  are  pens  for  the  diffbi'cnt  occu- 
pants below,  with  cages  above  for  the  smaller  birds.  Our 
first  acquaintance  is  with  a long-bearded  goat,  trying  in  vain 
to  get  over  his  prison  bars,  — for  goats  are  only  objects 
of  curiosity  in  this  part  of  Japan,  although  they  do  exist 
as  an  indigenous  race,  I believe  ; and  next  to  him  a 
grizzly  black  bear,  small,  but  wild  and  vicious  looking  — 
the  sort  of  animal  one  likes  to  meet  in  a cage  much  better 
than  ‘ at  home  ’ in  the  woods.  Then  a red  fiillow  deer,  and 
a veiy  fine  one.  A great  stork  beyond  is  gobbling  up,  as 
usual,  his  live  food,  and  with  his  usual  gusto  and  disregard 
of  their  feelings ; and  then  come  various  kinds  of  web- 
footed birds,  apparently  of  the  duck  sj)ecies,  one  tunce 
the  size  of  a common  duck,  and  quite  unknown  to  mo. 
The  beautiful  cclloured  drake  of  the  mandarin  s])ecies 
and  his  homely  mate  are  there  ; and  then  such  a col- 
lection of  phen.sants!  I’lie  gold  bird  with  its  gorgeous 
plume.s,  the  silver  pheasant  of  almost  greater  beauty, 
with  its  silvery  silky  feathers  and  long  sweeping  tail ; 
the  copper  pheasant,  never  seen  alive  in  Europe,  un- 
less two  pair  which  I sent  from  Japan  to  the  Z(K)logical 
Society  may  have  arrived ; then  a species  akin  to  our 
own  — and  to  think  that  a pair  of  each  could  be  bought 
for  some  thirty  shillings,  and  yet  to  have  to  leave  them 
beh.ind,  was  very  sad ! Strange  freak  of  nature  that  in 
all  these  it  is  the  male  bird  that  has  a monopoly  of  the 
gay  plumage,  tufts,  and  other  personal  advantages,  and  the 
poor  lady  birds  are  left  shorn  of  all  ornaments  — sober  — 
sad-coloured  matrons,  with  nothing  whatever  to  attriict  ad- 
miration! This  seems  a most  uneqiud  and  hard  distribution 
of  nature’s  gifts.  What  a change  there  would  be  in  this 
world  of  ours,  if  with  the  human  race  the  same  law  pre- 
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vailed.  I think  man  should  be  especially  grateful,  that  it  is 
quite  otherwise  ordered!  We  pass  on  to  a long  line  t)f  ttages 
— conUiining  doves  and  pigeons  of  most  rare  plumage  and 
colours,  pink  and  blue,  some  tinted  with  gold  and  green  of 
the  softest  hue.  Bantam  fowls,  indigenous  or  originally  from 
Java,  I cannot  discover  ; — but  in  their  miniature  propor- 
tions and  perfect  forms  they  are  great  beauties.  We  aumot 
stay  here  all  day,  however.  The  red-faced  monkey  (the 
only  species  in  Japan),  fowls  of  all  sizes  and  colour,  swans 
and  geese  and  ducks  (some  veiy  captivating),  we  pass 
without  note.  An  aquarium  with  all  sorts  of  strange  look- 
ing elfs,  — gold  and  silver  and  spotted  purple  fishes,  wth 
undeniable  tails  dividing  into  three  large  sweeps  of  dia- 
phonous  te.xture,  beguile  us  on  the  way  out.  One  much 
admired  just  emerges  from  the  shadow  of  the  artificial  rock 
with  its  tufts  of  watergrass  and  marine  creepei-s,  the  most 
prized  of  the  lot,  — with  a body  like  a barrel,  to  which  a 
golden  head  and  tail  seem  to  have  been  set  on,  in  the 
most  capricious  way.  My  dogs  are  chosen,  a species 
of  Charles  II.  spaniel  intensified  ; — and  by  the  bye  there 
is  so  much  genuine  likeness  that  I thyik  it  probable  the 
merry  monarch  was  indebtetl  to  his  marriage  with  a 
Portuguese  princess,  for  the  original  race  of  spaniels, 
as  well  as  her  dower  of  Bombay.  I looked  for  some 
specimens  of  the  107  species  of  bees,  with  which,  ac- 
cording to  Siebold,  Ja[)an  is  gifted,  but  in  vain.  As  we 
pass  into  the  shop,  we  come  ujion  a number  of  toy 
cages  occupied  by  mice  with  pink  eyes,  turning  a wheel 
which  sets  in  motion  half  a dozen  of  the  primitive 
machines  with  which  they  separate  the  rice  from  its 
husk,  here  as  in  China.  PiHjr  httle  workmen  ! — they  are 
happily  unconscious,  happier  than  many  higher  placed 
in  the  saile, — that  it  is  a life  slavery  of  bootless  labour, 
to  Avhich  a hard  fortune  has  consigned  them  ! In  the 
shop  is  the  dried  body  of  a mermaid  most  ingeniously 
put  together,  as  natural  and  lifelike  as  any  dried  mummy ! 
But  I mast  not  take  you  over  the  lacquer,  and  silk,  and 
porcelain  sho[)s,  or  where  shoidd  I stop  P A broad  sheet 
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of  tlie  ‘Times,’  would  not  suffice  ; and  besides  it  would 
be  a sort  of  Tantalus  cup,  for  I am  positive,  were  I to 
describe  some  of  the  things,  the  desire  to  possess  them 
would  haunt  my  readei’s  like  a dream  of  unattainable 
bliss.  There  at  the  corner  is  the  principal,  or,  at 
least,  one  of  the  largest,  the  best,  and  most  expensive  of 
the  establishments — the  ‘ Howell  and  James  ’ of  Yokohama. 
One  glance,  and  tlien  we  will  say  good-bye  to  lacquer,  in 
description  at  least, — while  I pursue  in  the  most  conscien- 
tious way,  my  lalx)ur  of  spending  other  {)eople’s  money  in 
the  purchase  of  things  they  do  not  want,  or  may  not  like. 
Here  in  the  lower  floor  ai  e merely  such  things  as  you  see 
everywhere.  Some  lacquer  trays,  oblong,  round,  and 
oval,  but  miracles  of  cheapness — five,  ten,  and  fifteen  shil- 
lings each,  of  good  lacquer,  and  many  of  beautiful  design. 
But  some  there  are  of  inlaid  wood  and  lacquer  combined 
at  very  difTerent  piices.  There  are  bo.xes  with  every  kind 
of  gold  tracery  and  design,  which  here  are  used  for  carry- 
ing Icttei’s,  but  would  do  admirablj'  for  gloves.  Some 
are  with  birds  and  trees  in  raised  gold  relief,  as  rich  as 
well  can  be,  and  of  all  jirices  from  five  shillings  to  as 
many  gninejus.  But  upstairs  is  the  fine  collection — cabinets 
of  many  Woods,  inlaid  ; — and  lacquer  luncheon  cabinets, 
of  such  infinite  ingenuity,  variety,  and  perfection  of 
form,  that  they  could  not  fail  to  win  a lady’s  heart  if 
ofl'ered  as  work-boxes.  Here  is  one  of  a .s(]uarc  form,  stand- 
ing some  eighteen  inches  high,  with  a globe  top,  in  imitii- 
tion  of  a huge  egg,  or  crackled  china  — which  oj)ens  out 
into  a multiplicity  of  drawers  and  trays  and  Ixixes  offinishetl 
workmanship,  canbossed  in  gold  and  silver.  ‘ A veiy  j>or- 
fect  piece  of  work  and  ingenuity,  tndy.  How  much  ? ’ — 
‘ Ikorah  na  mony  ? ’ that  is  about  the  fii"st  sentence  every 
foreigner  learns  here,  and  the  .second,  which  he  imme- 
diately finds  the  necessity  of  acquiring,  is  ‘ Tiikai-meipo 
taknl’  ‘Too  dear,  much  too  dear!’  But  are  the  things 
so  dear  ? They  are  both  dear  and  cheap.  Some  of  the 
older  ware  is  much  prized,  either  as  we  prize  old 
China,  because  it  is  old  and  cannot  be  easily  come 
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at — a vciy  silly  rca.son  it  appears  to  me — or  becau.se 
it  is  really  better  than  the  more  modem,  and  can 
only  be  had  in  limited  quantity ; — and  very  long 
prices  are  very  often  asked  and  given  for  them.  Then, 
again,  there  have  been  sent  lately,  by  Daimios  of  the  less 
wealthy  classe,'!,  fine  specimens  of  lacquer  — heirlooms 
it  is  said,  which,  neverthele.ss,  they  are  willing  to  part 
with — for  a consideration.  Whether  this  be  true  or  not, 
large  and  beautiful  specimens  are  often  left  to  be  sold  with 
the  Japanese  dealers  at  a fi.xed  price, — and  you  must  either 
give  it,  or  go  without  the  articles.  In  other  ciises  the  shop- 
keeper will  ask  you  500  itziboos,  and  in  the  end  take  300, 
or  ])erhaps  100 ! There  can  be  no  established  price  for  such 
things,  because  they  are  not  in  common  demand,  nor  can 
they  be  multiplied.  They  arc  all  ‘ fancy  ’ articles  and 
with  a ‘ fancy  ’ price.  ‘ But  what  for  this  bijou  of  a work- 
bo.x,  for  such  it  ought  to  be — Ikorah  ?’  Eighty  itziboos, 
he  says.  How  cheap  you  tliink  ! yet  that  is  five  guineas, 
and  veiy  pretty  things  are  to  be  bought  in  Ijondon  and 
Baris  or  Berlin,  for  live  guineas ! And  this  inlaid  cabinet, 
with  panels  and  cameos  of  porcelain — he  wants  500  silver 
itziboos  for  it ; and  that,  j'ou  see,  is  not  far  from  forty 
guineas,  which  after  all  is  a long  price,  beautiful  as  the 
articles  are.*  But  some  of  the  things  are  really  wonder- 
fully cheap,  while  others  again  .seem  unrea.sonably  dear, 
without  the  uninitiated  being  able  to  detect  much  differ- 
ence in  the  work.  There  is  a difference  in  most  cases  in 
the  cost  of  the  jiroduction,  from  a greater  perfection  of  the 
work  and  material.  But  however  interesting  and  amusing 
shopping  may  be  on  the  spot,  and  to  the  actual  purchaser, 
it  is  dull  work  in  description,  and  proverbially  so  both  in 
practice  and  imagination  to  a looker  on  ; so  we  will  say 
farewell  to  this  monster  bazaar, — where  pretty  things  are 
easily  to  be  found,  and  a large  sum  of  money  quite  as 
easily  to  be  spent, — and  lost,  for  all  other  purposes. 

Specimens  of  the  lacquer,  porcelain,  and  bronze,  many 

* .Several  of  these  artieles  were  wnit  to  the  .Japan  Court  in  the  Exhibition, 
and  proved  objects  of  interest,  nttrneting  many  admirers. 
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of  them  very  choice  and  rare,  I collected  and  sent  to  the 
Great  Exhibition,  that  it  might  be  seen  how  far  they  would 
bear  the  test  of  close  comparison  witli  the  best  workman- 
ship of  Europe.  And  I think  the  result  was  by  no 
means  to  the  disparagement  of  the  Japanese. 

As  I have  given  the  fruit  of  ray  own  observation  in 
regard  to  the  agriculture  of  Japan,  so  far  as  I was  en- 
abled to  speak  at  the  time,  I may  as  well  say  here  that 
subsequently,  during  a journey  into  the  interior,  I had 
the  advantage  of  Mr.  John  Veitch’s  greater  knowledge  as 
a practical  gardener  and  botanist,  who  was  in  search  of  new 
species  in  the  vegetable  kingdom.  And  various  collections 
were  made  with  his  assistance  for  the  royal  gardens  at  Kew 
and  Windsor.  I profited  by  the  opportunity  also  to  obtain 
from  him  a note  of  the  results  of  his  obser\'ation  both  as  to 
the  agriculture,  the  crops,  trees,  and  flora  of  the  country, 
and  these  I have,  with  his  permission,  given  entire  in  the 
Appendix.*  Although  several  new  plants  and  species 
were  found,  particularly  among  the  conifers  — in  which 
Japan  is  rich,  it  must  needs  be  incomplete  while  great 
part  of  the  country  remains  unexplored ; but  I tnist  it 
will  be  found  to  convey  a good  deal  that  is  both  new  and 
interesting  on  the  subjects  touched  upon.  I have  had  many 
inquiries  about  the  system  of  cultivation  followed,  and  the 
rotjxtion  of  crops  in  Japan  ; but  I fear  anything  it  has  been 
in  my  power  to  obtain  in  the  way  of  information,  will  fall 
far  short  of  what  is  desired.  The  Bishop  of  Victoria,  with 
whom  I had  some  conversation  on  the  subject,  has  given 
nearly  all  the  information  at  present  attainable,  in  a chap- 
ter devoted  to  the  matter,  in  Ids  ‘ Ten  Weeks  in  Japan  ; ’ 
and  it  would  therefore  be  superfluous  to  repeat  it  here. 
I will  merely  say  that  the  conclusion  he  arrives  at  ac- 
cords with  my  own,  namely,  that  ‘ any  rotation  of  crops 
wliich  can  answer  to  the  English  system  of  agriculture,  is 
unknown  and  unpractised — and  that  the  disposition  of 
the  land  for  convenience  of  irrigation  necessary  for  a rice 
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crop,  excludes  the  pos.sibility  of  the  same  field  being  used 
for  any  other  crop  requiring  a drier  condition  of  the  soil.’ 
After  the  above  Imd  been  written,  I obtaiiK-d  some  farther 
notes  from  Captain  Vyse,  II.M.  Consul  at  Kanagawa,  as 
to  the  agriculture  and  rotation  of  crops  in  his  district,  — 
which,  from  their  precise  and  practical  character  will,  I 
think,  be  received  by  those  intere.sted  in  the  subject  as  a 
valuable  addition  to  our  previous  knowledge.  The  fol- 
lowing is  the  substance  of  Ids  communication  : — 

Agriculture  in  this  district,  as  I believe  nearly  over  all 
Japan,  — all  that  I have  seen  certiiinly, — is  the  chief  oc- 
cupation of  the  population.  The  land  under  cultiv'ation 
here  is  exceedingly  fei’tile,  the  soil  being  a light  friable 
loam  of  considerable  depth,  and  easily  worked.  The  di.s- 
trict  is  veiy  hilly,  but  this  does  not,  as  in  many  other 
countries,  lead  to  much  waste  land.  In  general  the 
Japanese  makes  the  most  of  his  farm,  and.  in  many  in- 
stances the  hills  are  terraced  with  prodigious  labour,  and 
cultivated  in  a .skillful  manner,  and  this  often  carried 
on  to  a surprising  height.  ‘ In  an  extended  view  of  the 
country,  in  any  commanding  situation,’  the  Consul  re- 
marks very  truly,  ‘ a bald  or  barren  appearance  is  no- 
where presented.  On  the  contrary,  one  unbroken  expanse 
of  abundant  vegetation  and  verdure  is  to  be  seen  through- 
out the  year.  Again,  what  might  appear  to  some  persons 
to  be  waste  land  is  not  so.’  Wlietlier  from  the  force  of 
custom  or  by  law,  the  Jajianese  so  regulates  his  land  that 
each  part  will  have  time  to  rest  and  recreate  itself  for 
several  years.  But  while  this  desirable  object  is  aimed 
at,  no  part  of  the  land  is  allowed  to  remain  perfectly  idle. 
The  same  principle  in  action  with  the  brain  and  intel- 
lectual capacity  seems  equally  applicable  here  — and 
chanye  of  occupation  suffices  to  restore  the  exhausted 
powers,  or  give  the  needful  rest.  In  fact,  as  the  earth,  like 
the  human  mind,  can  never  be  .said  to  be  wholly  un- 
occupied or  unproductive  — tlie  first  in  its  idleness  pro- 
ducing fruit  too  often  of  an  undesirable  kind,  and  the 
land  if  left  to  itself  a plentiful  crop  of  weeds  — the  true 
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principle  would  seem  to  have  been  adopted  by  the  Japan- 
ese,— in  never  allowing  the  land  to  be  wholly  fallow  or 
unemployed.  Thus  when  not  producing  edible  crojis  the 
ground  is  planted  with  trees  of  whatever  kind  the  owner 
may  think  best,  and  by  the  time  that  it  is  again  to  be 
brought  into  cultivation  those  trees  turn  out  to  be  useful 
timber.  When  the  traveller  sees  a large  space,  whether 
on  hill  or  level  land,  covered  with  trees  and  shrubs,  and 
apparently  in  a wild  neglected  state,  he  may,  perhaps, 
infer  that  the  Japanese  agriculturist  is  unthrifty  or  negli- 
gent, and  that  so  much  land  is  far  from  being  turned  to 
its  proper  account.  But  this  would  be  a great  mistake. 
The  careful  and  general  cultivation  of  trees  and  shrubs  by 
the  Japanese,  serves  many  useful  as  well  as  ornamental 
pur{)oses.  Within  the  limits  of  this  consular  district  during 
the  past  year  many  hills  might  be  seen  the  sides  and 
.summits  of  which  were  being  cleared  of  trees; — and  others 
which  had  recently  been  under  cultivation  were  carefully 
laid  down  under  crops  of  trees.  The  Japanese  cannot  in 
truth  afford  to  leave  any  part  of  the  land  idle,  because,  in 
the  firet  place,  there  is  population  pressing  on  the  means 
of  subsistence  derived  from  the  soil,  whose  every  want  has 
been  for  centuries  supplied  from  that  source  and  their 
waters.  And  in  the  next  place,  almost  all  rents  and 
revenues  are  paid  in  kind  — principally  in  rice.  A feudal 
.system  prevails  ; but  beyond  this,  what  are  the  special 
conditions  under  which  land  is  hold  and  cultivated  esmnot 
be  ascertiiined  with  any  fullness,  or  accuracy  of  detail. 
The  special  relations  of  landlord  and  tenant,  and  the 
particulars  of  sub-letting,  are  not  well  known.  In  the 
Japanese  social  scale  the  lli-ynk-sho,  or  farmer,  holds  the 
second  place.  What  place  the  mere  labourer  occupies, 
and  the  relative  value  of  his  life,  was  rather  curiously 
illustrated  in  an  oliicial  communication  from  the  iMinisters 
of  Foreign  Affairs  rc.specting  the  e.xecution  of  two  of  the 
‘ vilaine  ’ chuss  at  Xaga.saki,  condemned  to  death  for  having 
caused  the  death  of  one  of  the  ‘ Odin’s  ’ men  found  dead  in 
the  street,  with  his  jaw  broken  and  other  signs  of  violence. 
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The  Admiral,  Sir  James  Hope,  wrote  to  me  to  request  the 
sentence  might  be  commuted  for  some  less  serious  punish- 
ment, as  he  was  not  satisfied  that  the  deceased  might  not 
have  been  liimself  in  some  degree  to  blame,  as  it  was 
known  he  was  drunk  when  last  seen,  probably  shortly 
before  he  met  with  Ixis  death.  To  this  the  Ministers  re- 
plied in  the  following  terms  : — 

‘The  person  who  lately  killed  the  British  sailor  at 
Nagasaki,  was  one  of  the  lowest  class  named  Sookemats, 
consequently  he  is  not  allowed  to  bring  in  any  excuse  what- 
ever ; for  there  is  a law  of  long  standing  in  our  empire, 
that  any  one  of  the  lower  order  of  persons  who  causes  death 
to  another  in  consequence  of  a blow  given,  although  unin- 
tentional, is  to  be  beheaded ; which  punishment  is  called 
geshinnin.  Then  this  is  not  a law  that  was  made  because 
the  British  nation  was  concerned,  as  human  life  is  of  per- 
manent importance,  and  to  deprive  anyone  of  it  is  deserv- 
ing of  the  highest  punishment.  The  above-mentioned  law 
was  enacted  to  deter  the  evil  disposition  of  everyone.’ 
Under  such  a law  it  behoves  a Sookemats  to  beware 
how  he  strikes,  since  he  is  not  allowed  to  plead  ‘ any  Justi- 
fication : ’ and  so  great  is  the  value  of  any  other  life  in 
Japan,  that  his  must  pay  the  forfeit  if  death  in  any  way 
is  caused  by  hin>.  I do  not  know  whether  an  old  tradi- 
tional law  of  this  kind  has  anything  to  do  with  the  ex- 
ceedingly inoffensive  character  of  the  peasantry, — so  far  as 
I have  had  the  means  of  judging  in  all  my  travels  through 
the  country, — or  whether  it  may  be  taken  as  an  evidence 
of  the  spint  of  resistance  having  been  crushed  out  of 
them  under  a feudal  system,  with  such  sharj)  and  deci- 
sive penalties  on  the  lowest  classes  for  any  act  of  violence. 

Otherwise,  in  Japan  as  in  China,  agriculture  is  held  in 
high  esteem,  and  it  is  the  policy  of  the  rulei-s  to  encourage 
it  in  every  way.  All  revenues  of  Daimios  are  estimated 
at  so  many  ko-koos  of  rice.  This  I conceive,  however,  is 
merely  a standard  of  value,  just  as  a pound  sterling  is 
with  us ; and  does  not  give  any  clue  to  the  quantity  of 
land  those  territories  may  contain.  The  standard  of 
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superfidsil  measurement  is  a tsooho,  being  about  6 feet 
square,  or,  in  precise  terms,  the  side  is  5 feet  11|;  inches, 
and  containing,  therefore,  an  area  of  35'25  square  feet 
instead  of  36.  In  referring  to  the  size  of  a farm,  an 
it-than  containing  300  t'^oobo  is  the  measurement  generally 
mentioned  ; and  1 it-than  of  good  rice  land  is  calculated 
to  produce  1,600  its-(jo  (or  about  532  lbs.  avoirdupois)  of 
clean  rice  at  one  cropping.  The  pound  weight  is  divided 
into  160  equal  parts,  of  which  120  make  1 lb.  avoirdupois. 
The  smallest  Japanese  grain  measure  is  an  its-go,  which  of 
clean  rice  contains  5^  oz.  avou’dupois. 

1 Its-go  =■  ^11). 

10  Its-go  (1  Lscho)  = .3^  „ 

10  lscho  (1  Itho)  = .30^  „ 

10  Itho  (1  Its’  ko-koo)  = 333^  „ 

The  land-tax  is  said  to  be  3 itziboos  silver  per  ithan  of 
300  tsoobo,  or  about  1/.  per  acre  per  annum.  If  paid  in 
coin  it  is  collected  quarterly,  but  if  paid  in  rice  it  is  col- 
lected only  once  a year,  when  the  crop  has  been  gathered 
in,  and  in  such  case  is  said  to  be  one  sixth  of  tlie  produce. 
The  officers  of  the  landlord  or  of  the  government  make 
surveys  annually  at  a time  when  they  can  best  approximate 
to  the  amounts  of  the  rents  and  other  charges.  If  the 
yield  is  large  the  revenue  will  be  in  proportion  ; if  defi- 
cient, by  this  mode  of  adjustment,  the  landlord,  still  only 
receiving  his  sixth,  suffers  with  the  cultivator. 

Cropping  and  the  rotation  of  crops  are  thoroughly  un- 
derstood by  the  Japanese.  Eice  is  the  staple  food  of  tlie 
whole  population,  and  it  is  grown  abundantly  in  the 
district  of  Kanagawa,  and  over  the  country  generally 
wherever  the  nature  of  the  soil  will  admit  the  possibility, 
under  the  strongest  compulsion  of  unwearied  labour, 
irrigation  and  manuring  all  combined.  Here  the  water 
required  for  irrigation  is  plentifully  supplied  by  the 
streams  ami  rivulets  to  be  met  with  in  all  directions,  and 
often  most  ingeniously  turned  from  their  natural  com’se 
to  wherever  they  may  be  required  by  the  provident  fanner. 
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As  I have  already  stated  there  are  several  kinds  or  varieties 
of  rice  in  this  country,  some  adapted  for  growing  on  irri- 
gated lands  and  others  on  higher  and  drier  situations.  All 
the  valleys — and  some  are  of  great  extent — are  planted 
with  rice  ; and  crops  of  wheat,  rape,  pea.s,  beans,  &c.,  line 
the  hill  sides  and  high  lands.  It  is  said  that  oats  are  culti- 
vated in  some  parts  of  the  country,  but  none  have  been 
seen  at  the  consular  ports,  nor  did  I come  upon  any  in 
my  travels  through  the  intenor.  Nowhere  in  the  world, 
perhaps,  can  the  Japanese  farmer  be  matched  for  the  good 
order  in  which  he  keeps  his  form.  The  fields  are  not  only 
kept  scrupulously  free  from  weeds,  but  in  other  respects 
the  order  and  neatness  observable  are  most  pleasing. 
The  manme  chiefly  in  use  (urine  and  night  soil)  no  doubt 
tends  veiy  materially  to  abate  the  growth  of  weeds  ; but 
this  does  not  detract  from  the  skill,  industrj',  and  diligence 
which  the  Japanese  agriculturist  brings  to  bear  upon  his 
land.  Men,  women,  and  children  may  be  seen  in  the 
fields  early  and  late,  and  the  labour  is  chiefly  manual. 
A plough  drawn  by  bullocks  or  ponies  is  used  sometimes, 
but,  generally  speaking,  mattocks  and  hoes  are  the  imple- 
ments by  Avhich  the  land  is  prepared  and  eveiy  part  of  the 
field  labour  performed.  The  sketches  already  given,  (see  pp. 
294-300)  from  Japanese  designs,  illustrative  of  their  field 
labours,  are  wonderfully  faithful  in  outline,  character,  and 
detail.  Flails  and  winnowing  machines  similar  to  those  in 
England  are  in  common  use,  and  a sort  of  carding  machine 
also.  Large  fans  worked  by  hand  are  also  used  in  winnow- 
ing. To  sej)arate  the  rice  from  the  husk  a section  of  a large 
tree  is  scooped  out  .so  as  to  form  a mortar  in  which  the 
rice  is  pounded  with  a large  wooden  pestle  or  mallet, 
sometimes  worked  by  hand,  but  generally  fixed  on  a 
fulcrum  and  w'orked  by  the  feet  or  by  water  power. 
Everywhere  in  Japan  may  be  seen  the  most  successful 
efforts  to  economise  labour.  Rice  is  often  beaten  out  on 
the  spot  where  it  grows,  to  save  the  labour  of  carr3’ing  it. 
Thus  the  figure  represented  in  the  woodcut  at  p.  320  is 
not  very  frequently  seen. 
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The  chief  grahis  and  vegetables  of  tlie  district  near  the 
capital  and  the  port  of  Kanagawa  are  rice,  millet,  beans, 
peas,  cotton,  wheat,  buck-wheat,  tobacco,  and  a great  va- 
riety of  vegetables.  Eice  is  grown  as  it  is  in  China.  The 
fields  are  ploughed  and  irrigated ; the  seed  is  first  sown 
in  small  nurseries  and  transplanted  in  May  or  June,  in 
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small  tufts  of  eight  or  ten  plants,  in  rows  about  eight 
inches  apart.  The  plants  at  this  time  are  about  six  indies 
in  heiglit.  The  harvest  commences  in  October.  Wheat 
is  extensively  grown  also.  It  is  sown  generally  in  drills, 
in  November  and  December,  and  harvested  in  May  and 
June.  In  some  places  the  grain  seems  to  be  sound  and 
good  in  quahty,  but  in  other  parts  bad,  ill  coloured,  and 
greatly  worm-eaten  and  bliglited.  The  Hour  of  the  best 
quality  is  used  in  pastiy  and  confectionery,  and  I can 
answer  from  a long  experience  tliat  when  good  of  its 
kind,  it  makes  excellent  bread.  All  the  bread  consumed 
at  the  L(*gation  was  made  from  it  by  my  own  cooks,  and 
was  unexceptionable  both  in  appearance  and  flavour. 
With  the  Japanese,  boiled  rice  takes  the  place  of  baker’s 
bread, — the  want  of  wliich  they  never  feel.  In  this  they 
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are  like  the  Chinese.  I remember  a high  official,  who, 
on  being  told  we  did  not  grow  rice,  but  eat  bread, 
turned  to  his  brother  officer  and  sjud  in  the  vernacular, 
‘ Alas  ! wretched  people,  they  have  no  rice  ! ’ So  much 
are  we  creatures  of  habit  and  education,  that  to  a well-edu- 
cated and  intelligent  Chinese  — it  appeared  impossible  to 
substitute  bread  for  rice,  without  undergoing  the  greatest 
privation.  And  the  rice-eating  nations  carry  their  pre- 
dilections to  such  an  extent,  that  they  reject  with  scorn 
rice  grown  in  different  localities.  The  Indian  considere 
himself  very  ill-used  if  he  is  fed  on  the  large-grained  rice 
of  China,  regarding  it  as  a coarser  and  less  nutritious 
food  ; while  the  Chinese  ret^irts  upon  him  by  thoroughly 
despising  all  Intlian-grown  rice,  and  eating  it  only  on 
coinjiulsion  and  under  a famine  pressure. 

There  arc  also  five  kinds  of  millet  grown.  These  are 
sown  in  drills,  in  March  or  Apiil,  and  harvested  in 
September  and  October.  It  is  gimei  ally  inade  intt)  cakes, 
and  forms  a common  article  of  IVkkI.  Cotton,  too,  in  this 
district  is  a crop  of  s<jme  importance.  It  is  sown  in 
March  or  April,  attains  a height  of  from  twelve  to 
eighteen  inches,  and  is  harvested  in  September  and 
October.  Beans  are  largely  grown,  and  of  numerous 
varieties — some  like  the  English  field  bean,  and  others  like 
the  French  bean,  though  both  inferior  in  flavour.  They 
are  grown  for  various  purposes,  and  are  eaten  as  food 
in  a green  state,  and  also  when  ripe.  Some  kinds  are 
ground  down  into  powder  and  made  into  cjikes.  Cattle 
are  fed  on  some  kinds,  and  soy  is  made  from  others. 
Rape  is  grown  for  its  seed  here,  as  in  China,  from  which 
large  quantities  of  oil  are  made,  and  it  forms  one  of  the 
more  important  crops.  Peas  of  several  kinds  are  also 
grown  for  food,  and  eaten  both  in  a green  and  diy  state. 
Buckwheat,  Indian  com,  tobacco  and  hemp,  are  all  grown 
pretty  largely,  especially  tobacco ; almost  every  man 
and  woman  too  smokes  in  Japan.  The  cultivation  of 
vegetables  is  large,  and  although  few  are  well  flavoured 
and  many  are  nearly  savourless,  they  arc  largely  consumed. 
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The  potutoes  alone  are  an  exception,  as  to  quality,  being  of 
tolerable  flavour,  though  small.  The  principal  vegetables 
are  beans,  peas,  potatoes,  sweet  potatoes,  turnij>s,  carrots, 
lettuce,  beetroot,  arums,  yams,  tomatoes,  ginger,  the  egg 
plant,  gourds,  melons,  chilies,  cucumbei's,  inu-shrooms, 
horse-radish,  (the  roots  of  several  kinds  of  lilies  are  eaten 
also,)  spinach,  leeks,  garlic,  capsicums,  endive,  fennel;  an 
enormous  turni])-radish,  often  twelve  or  fourti*en  inches 
long,  is  consumed  in  great  quantity,  sliced  and  salted. 
Tlie  young  slioots  of  the  bamboo,  sliced  and  boiled,  are  a 
great  delicacy.  It  will  be  seen  that  if  number  and 
variety  can  make  amends  for  quality,  the  Japanese  have 
little  to  desire.  I succeeded  in  introducing  to  this  part  of 
Japan,  cauliflowers,  Brussels  s[)routs,  and  Jerusalem  arti- 
choke.s,  as  well  as  some  good  lettuce,  endive,  parsley,  and 
seveial  kinds  of  calibage.  Mr.  Loureiro,  at  Yokohama, 
rearcMl  a large  garden  full  of  these  in  great  perfection, 
fi'oin  some  seeds  I received  from  England. 

Of  the  fruit  trees  of  this  part  of  Japan  the  blossoms  seem 
to  be  the  best  part.  These  are  certainly  mid  more  especially 
admired  by  the  Japanese.  Every  tea  garden  in  the  vicinity 
of  Yeddo  tries  to  rival  its  neighbour  in  the  beauty  and  size 
of  the  ])cach  blo.s.soms, — but  it  is  veiy  difficult  to  get  gootl 
peaches  to  eat.  They  are  all  habitually  plucked  unripe.  It 
does  not  seem  to  me  that  the  Japanese  have  any  idea  what 
ripe  fruit  means.  They  certainly  never  treat  themselves  to 
it,  and  after  two  years’  practice  my  market  coolie  could 
never  be  made  to  understand  what  constituti'd  ripeness. 
When  pressed  by  threat  of  dismissal,  if  he  did  not  buy 
ripe  peaches,  and  his  attention  Avas  drawn  to  the  colour 
and  softness  as  signs,  we  found  he  used  to  pinch  them 
‘ black  and  blue  ’ as  the  readiest  means  of  meeting  one  of 
the  conditions  at  least  of  softness ; and  no  doulit  in  his  own 
mind  thought  he  had  unreasonable  jieojile  to  deal  Avith, 
Avhen,  instead  of  praise  for  his  ingenuity,  he  fell  into 
deepiir  disgrace.  Their  grapes  are  the  only  gotxl  fniit, 
and  they  come  from  some  northern  distiict ; I never  suav 
tluan  groAving.  I A\-as  told  they  Avere  chiefly  the  produce 
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of  the  Daitnio’s  gardens,  and  were  tlie  perquisitoi?  of  the 
female  part  of  the  establishment  — aflording  by  their  sale 
‘ pin  money.’  I have  already  spoken  of  tlie  fruit  trees, 
and  I believe, — Avith  more  comj)etent  judges, — that  all  the 
principal  kinds,  Avith  proper  attention  and  skill,  might  be 
made  equal  to  any  in  tlie  Avxirld,  looking  to  the  climate 
and  the  soil.  Apples,  pears,  plums,  peaches,  chestnuts, 
persimmons,  oranges,  pomegranates,  figs,  lemons,  citrons, 
Avild  straAvberries,  all  are  here, — and  nearly  all  equally  bad 
— if  Ave  except,  perhaps,  the  Avater  melon,  the  persimmon 
and  grapes. 

Of  the  flom  of  Japan  I have  little  ncAV  to  add.  Mr. 
Veitch,  I think,  calculated  that  the  greater  jiroportion  of  the 
plants groAAung  Avild  Avere  evergreen.  Many  of  the  floAver- 
ing  shnibs  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Yeddo  are  of  this  class, 
giving  a perimnial  richness  of  colour  and  foliage  to  the 
country,  even  during  the  Avinter  months.  Many  of  the 
conifei's  ajipear  to  be  peculiar  to  Japan.  The  variety  of 
shoAA^  floAvering  jilants,  hoAVCA'cr,  is  not  so  great  as  might 
be  expected, — but  for  this  the  abundance  and  A'ariety  of 
foliage  fully  compensates,  to  all  lovers  of  beautiful  scenery. 
The  Jajianese  are  great  amateui'  gardeners;  — and  some 
of  the  finest  botanical  specimens  in  this  quarter  of  the 
globe,  are  to  be  found  alxmt  Yeddo.  In  general,  the 
Japanese  gardener  avIio  real's  floAvers  to  any  extent,  does 
so  Avith  the  vieiv  of  selling  them.  He  manages  to  have 
at  all  seasons  a supply  of  the  kinds  most  esteenuHl,  and 
eA’ei'j-  day  the  iloAver  A’endor  may  be  seen  Avandering  about, 
oflering  his  beautiful  Avares  for  sale,  and  pretty  certain  to 
find  a buyer  even  among  the  poorest  householders.  To  be 
sure  their  cost  is  usually  small,  (ahvays  exceiiting  AA'hen  a 
Foreign  Minister  is  the  pilrcha.ser,)  and  as  eA'ery  family  has 
its  household  altar, — and  among  the  daily  ofleiings  a 
bunch  of  floAvers  is  never  omitted,  Avhile  their  graves,  too, 
are  frequently  decorated  liy  the  same  simple  oll’ering  of 
affection  — the  demand  never  fails. 

Of  some  of  the  specimens  of  their  dAvarf-trees  Avhich  I 
sent  home,  an  account  ajipeared  in  the  ‘ Gardener’s 
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Chronicle’  of  January  11,  1862;  and  as  it  is  evidently 
from  the  pen  of  one  much  better  able  to  do  the  subject 
justice  than  I can  be,  I give  the  following  extract ; — 

‘ It  is  perfectly  astonishing  to  see  the  amount  of  in- 
dustrj'  and  perseverance  which  the  Japanese  must  have 
devoted  to  the  production  of  these  plants.  There  were 
sonie  little  fir-trees,  not  more  than  a foot  in  height,  and 
yet  I counted  upwards  of  fifty  ties,  by  means  of  which  the 
shoots  were  bent  backward  and  forward  in  a zig-zag 
way.  Tliese  little  pines  must  have  been  veiy  old,  and 
many  yeiirs  must  have  been  spent  in  bringing  them  to 
tliis  state,  as  their  growth  under  these  unfavourable  cir- 
cumstances must  have  been  slow  in  the  extreme.  There 
was  also  a specimen  of  Podocarpus  or  Dammara,  with 
ovid  leaves  beautifully  striped  with  pure  white.  This  was 
a large  plant,  two  and  a half  feet  high,  and  nearly  as  much 
through.  It  was  evident  tliat  an  old  narrow-leaved 
Podocj^rpus,  Avith  a stem  two  inches  in  diameter,  had  been 
taken  up,  the  roots  cut  in,  and  the  stem  headed  down  to 
within  about  eighteen  inches  of  the  soil,  and  then  the 
roots  crammed  into  as  small  a pot  as  po.ssible.  The 
stem  had  been  cut  off  horizontally,  and  a circle  of  scions 
of  the  oval-leaved  species  inserted  between  the  bark  and 
the  wood.  ]\Iost  of  these  had  grown,  and  as  they  grew, 
tlie  .shoots  were  bent  downwards,  and  twisted  in  and  out, 
so  that  the  stem  was  completely  hidden  in  a dense  mass 
of  foliage.  This  interesting  plant  is  now  in  the  Eoj’al 
Garden  at  Osborne.  There  were  many  other  plants  which 
])roved  that  the  Japanese  gardeners  are  very  clever  in 
grafting,  and  employ  many  modes  of  performing  the 
operation.  There  was  one  species  of  a Petinospora,  the 
branches  of  wiiich  were  bent  backwards  and  foiwarils  as 
usual,  and  these  branches  had  been  grafted  with  dozens 
of  scions,  at  intervals  of  about  an  inch  apart.  It  Avas 
only  one  here  and  there  which  had  failed  ; nearly  all  had 
grown  Avell,  and  made  little  tufts  of  shoots.  Unfortunately 
this  plant  had  died  upon  its  voyage  to  England,  and  it  is 
now  deposited,  Avith  some  other  interesting  examples  of 
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dwarfed  trees,  in  the  Coniferous  case  in  the  Museum  at 
the  Royal  Botanical  Gardens  at  Kew.  Some  camellias 
which  were  sent  home  at  the  same  time  show  that  the 
Japanese  understand,  and  sometimes  practise,  the  inarch- 
ing of  plants. 

‘The  most  valuable  plants  which  have  hitherto  been  in- 
troduced from  Japan  are  the  Conifera,  of  wliich  there  are 
many  distinct  kinds,  some  of  them  differing  so  widely  from 
anything  we  already  possess,  that  tliey  will  form  quite  a 
new  feature  in  our  landscapes.  Also  some  curious  new 
fonns  of  chr}'santhemums.’ 

For  some  farther  details  on  the  flora  and  succession  of 
crops,  I would  refer  those  especially  interested  in  the 
subject  to  Mr.  Veitch’s  notes  in  the  Appendix.* 

* .See  Appendix  C,  Vol.  I, 
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CUACTEll  XVI. 

THE  NEW  TEAn,  1860,  AND  WHAT  IT  BROUGHT — INCENDIARY 

KIHE  AT  YOKOHAMA ASSASSIN.ATION  OF  A LINGUIST  AT  THE  GATE 

OF  THE  BRITISH  LEGATION GLOOMY  PROSPECTS  — FIRE  AT  THE 

french  LEGATION  THE  SAME  NIGHT. 

rpiIE  new  year,  I860,  begun  Avith  the  most  enclianting 
I weatlier.  Tlic  sun  was  hriglit,  with  a clear  sky,  and  a 
lioar-frost  silvering  the  lawn,  while  here  and  there  on  the 
banks  a slight  tb'if't  reinmned  from  the  siioav  of  the  day 
before.  The  thermometer  Avas  standing  at  32°  Avheu  I 
got  up  ; and  I had  to  break  the  ice  to  get  my  bath.  If 
our  political  and  commercial  horizon  had  only  been  as 
bright  as  the  sky,  Japan  Avould  have  not  wanted  attrac- 
tions of  a rare  kind.  As  it  Avas,  no  one  could  AAnth  any 
safetj’  predict  Avhat  our  relations  might  be  at  the  end  of 
the  year  thus  jileiusintly  begun. 

Five  days  had  not  passed  over,  in  effect,  before  a courier 
arriA'ed  from  Yokohama,  Avith  intelligence  that  this  impro- 
vised Avooden  settlement  had  been  in  part  destroyed  by 
lire,  the  conflagration  beginning  in  the  part  occupied  by 
the  Europeans.  The  French  Gjnsular  Agent,  himself  a 
merchant,  happened  to  be  at  the  IjCgation  on  a visit,  and 
he  Avas  left  in  doubt  Avhether  his  house  and  projAerty  had 
not  been  destroyed  also.  As  there  can  be  no  insurance  in 
Japan,  such  a catastrophe  involA*es  a total  loss,  it  may  be, 
of  all  a man  possesses  in  the  Avorld.  One  could  understand 
his  feehng  Avhen  he  exclaimed  that  he  Avould  haA’egh'ena 
thousand  dollars  to  knoAv  the  truth, — instead  of  being  left 
in  doubt  and  suspense,  Avhich  is  to  many  the  most  intoler- 
able of  all  states  of  mind.  Several  of  the  residents  had  been 
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burned  out  of  house  and  Iionie — young  beginners  too, 
who,  with  little  aipital,  had  probably  lost  their  all.  The 
only  consolation  the  case  admitted  w:is  to  be  found, 
perhaps,  in  the  admirable  conduct  of  the  Governor,  the 
officials  geneially,  and  the  firemen,  of  whom  there  are 
organised  brigades.  Property  was  efl'ectively  |)rotected 
from  pillage,  and  good  order  presciwcd  ; while  eveiy 
e.x(;rtion  was  made  to  stop  the  progress  of  the  flames. 
This  was  in  pleasant  contrast  with  the  conduct  observed  at 
Nagasaki  in  a similar  case,  where  the  officials  themselves 
hel{)cd  to  plunder — so  it  was  reported  by  the  Consul— and 
no  adequate  efl’orts  were  made  either  U)  protect  moveable 
property  or  to  extinguish  the  lire  ; — in  j)leasant  contrast, 
it  must  unfortunately  be  added,  to  the  conduct  of  officials 
and  firemen  at  a much  later  period,  in  much  more  serious 
circumstances, — when  the  whole  Japanese  settlement,  and, 
by  its  contiguity,  the  large  Euroiiean  quarter,  were 
threatened  with  total  destniction — and  when,  in  effect, 
nearly  one-half  of  the  Japanese  houses  were  comjiletely 
destroyed.  They  seemed  to  think  the  evil  too  great  for 
their  means  of  coping  with  it,  and  so  let  the  fire  rage, 
doing  nothing,  until  some  of  our  blue-jackets  under  the 
orders  of  the  Commodore,  Lord  John  Ilay,  and  Cajitain 
Faucon,  the  Commander  of  II.I.M.S.  ‘ Dordogne,’  with 
their  men,  proceeded  vigorously  to  pidl  down  some  of 
the  houses, — as  the  sole  mode,  in  the  absence  of  water, 
of  checking  the  devastating  progress  of  the  flames. 

Li  the  midst  of  their  efforts,  a boatful  of  shipwrecked 
people  arrived,  lighted  to  their  haven  by  the  conflagration 
— a captiiin  and  his  wife  with  an  infant  at  her  breast,  and 
fourteen  other  people ; who  had  been  eight  days  and 
nights  in  an  open  boat ! What  cruel  suflerings  must 
often  be  endured  in  this  life,  of  which  those  who  are 
more  fortunate  in  all  the  conditions  of  existence  — 
living  in  peace  and  .security,  know  nothing ! And  when  it 
meets  our  eye  in  a short  paragraph  of  a newspaper,  how 
often  do  we  pass  on  to  some  more  pleasing  item  of  news, 
scarce  bestowing  a thought  on  the  subject,  — and  never 
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realising  the  focts,  or  the  sufferings  they  imply.  For  this 
reason,  perhaps,  if  for  no  other,  it  is  ‘ good  that  we  should 
be  afflicted,’  each  in  our  own  being  and  sphere,  for  the 
whole  Avorld  might  otherwise  grow  too  utterly  callous  and 
careless  of  human  suffering  and  trial;  and  that  would  be  a 
worse  evil  to  mankind,  and  to  each  unit,  than  their  share 
of  both,  met  in  a right  spirit.  This  philosophy  comes  late 
to  many,  and  only  after  large  experience  of  the  world’s 
tiials  and  its  ways ; but  it  is  well  that  we  should  learn 
even  at  last  to  pray, — not  for  exemption  from  danger  or 
sorrow, — but  courage  to  bear  our  lot,  and  grace  to  do  what 
is  right,  under  the  sorest  trials. 

While  yet  occupied  by  these  events,  we  were  startled  by 
another  of  more  immediate  and  personal  import.  It  was 
near  midnight.  Mr.  Eusden,  the  Japanese  secretary,  was 
standing  by  my  side  before  saying  good  night,  when  the 
longest  and  most  violent  shock  of  an  earthquake  yet  expe- 
rienced since  our  arrival,  brought  everyone  to  his  feet, 
with  a sudden  impulse  to  fly  from  under  the  shaking  roof. 
It  bc’gan  at  first  very  gently,  but  rapidly  increased  m the 
violence  of  the  vibrations, — until  the  earth  seemed  to  rock 
under  our  feet;  and  to  be  heaved  up  by  some  mighty  ex- 
plosive power  in  the  cauldrons  beneath.  The  Cliinese 
attribute  earthquakes  to  the  uneasy  movements  of  the 
Great  Dragon ; the  Japanese  to  similar  disturbing  causes 
in  a tortoise  on  which  the  earth  is  poised,  or  the  Happing 
of  a whale’s  tail;  but  not  even  Siebold  can  discover  where 
the  whale  ha.s  his  hahitnt  in  Japanese  cosmogony ! Who- 
ever has  looked  down  Vesmaus,  however,  when  it  is  in 
full  blast,  and  heard  the  hoarse  roar  of  the  waves  of 
Ijoiling  lava  as  the  liquid  fire  rushes  past  the  great  vent, 
and  dashes  through  its  blackened  lips,  scattering  the 
molten  sulphur  high  and  hir, — will  have  a much  more 
lively  idea  for  the  rest  of  his  life  whence  eailhquakes 
come, — if  not  of  pandemonium  itself. 

The  ‘ Saturday  lieview,’  some  time  ago,  had  an  article 
headed,  ‘ A Week  of  Horrors.’  A shipwreck,  the  destruc- 
tion of  a foreign  settlement  by  fire,  and  an  earthquake  — 
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the  incidents  of  our  Christmas  Aveek  at  Ycddo — might 
fairly  lay  claim  to  the  title!  One  of  my  guests  e.x- 
cluimed,  after  enumerating  them  one  by  one,  as  he 
Avas  preparing  to  return,  U faut  avoiier  qiie  ce  n'est  pas 
gai!  Still,  graA'e  or  gay,  the  day  sped  on,  and  Aveeks 
even  slipped  away, — Avhen  Ave  Avcre  recalled  to  a conscious- 
ne.ss  of  the  flight  of  time  and  an  outer  Avorld,  by  the  arrival 
of  a Commissariat  ofiicer,  Avith  orders  to  purchase  .3,000 
baggage-horses  for  our  anny  transport  in  China ! This 
seemed  a very  forlorn  hope.  Ilorses  there  were  certainly, 
in  considerable  numbers, — but  how  Avere  Ave  to  ask  the 
Japanese  for  the  means  of  making  Avar  on  their  neigh- 
bour and  ally  ? 

To  my  surprise,  I confess,  they  did  not  point-blank 
refuse  to  entertain  the  question,  but  only  opposed  various 
difficulties  founded  on  an  alleged  poverty  in  cattle,  tlie 
shortness  of  the  time  specified,  &c.  In  the  end  they 
consented  ; but  the  Avhole  busineas  Avas  so  managed  as 
to  heap  troubles  on  everybody  — deceptions,  vexatious 
delays, — yaconinerie  everyAvhere  ; and,  as  a natural  con- 
sequence, mendacity  and  extortion  Avere  the  order  of 
the  day.  The  horses  were  bought  and  stabled  — some 
fcAV  shipped ; but  before  the  bidk  of  the  animals  that 
liad  been  the  cause  of  incessant  anxiety  and  trouble  for 
many  months  could  be  embarked,  for  Avant  of  trans- 
port,— news  arrived  that  they  Avere  not  required  ! Pekin 
had  surrendered  ; peace  had  been  proclaimed ; and  a 
new  convention  signed  in  the  capital.  The  news  Avas 
pleasant  enough,  and  must  have  had  its  significance  wdth 
the  Council  of  State  in  Yeddo.  It  Avas  probably  more  AV’el- 
come  to  the  yaconins,  hoAvever,  than  their  masters.  A sale 
of  the  horses  on  hand  had  to  be  effected.  Horses  for  which 
Ave  had  been  made  by  them  to  pay  an  average  price  of 
iS'30  apiece,  because  they  Avere  so  scarce — could  only  be 
disposed  of  to  the  chief  of  the  fraternity,  because  they 
Avere  so  plentiful,  for  8b  each ! This  Avas,  indeed,  to  re- 
verse the  rule  of  trade,  and  to  buy  in  the  dearest  market 
and  sell  in  the  cheapest ! But  there  Avas  no  remedy ; 
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and  when  I mentioned  tlie  circumstance  to  the  ^Ministers, 
as  somewhat  singidar,  that  horses  in  their  country  should 
be  so  scarce  and  dear  when  wanted  by  us, — and  so  super- 
abimdant  and  cheap  when  we  Imd  them  to  sell,  as  to  be 
worth  nothing, — they  only  smiled,  and  evidently  thought 
it  a good  joke,  observing  that  they  had  recommended  us 
not  to  buy  them  ! 

I have  greatly  outstripped  the  progre.ss  of  events,  how- 
ever, for  these  were  transactions  which  took  place  si.N 
months  later.  But  it  will  save  the  necessity  of  any  far- 
ther reference  to  the  same  subject.  The  fii’st  month  of 
the  year  was  yet  young  when  a I'eport,  of  some  significance 
apparently,  reached  me  from  Yokohama  to  the  effect  that, 
during  the  two  prc*ceding  days,  a sudden  demand  had 
arisen  among  the  Japanese  for  firearms ; and  every 
foreign  merchant  and  storc-keejjer  was  besieged  wdth  aj> 
plications  for  revolvers,  muskets,  &c.  By  treaty  these 
are  prohibited  articles,  and  cannot  be  sold  to  any  one  in 
Japan  unless  to  the  authorities  themselves — the  Govern- 
ment looking,  as  I have  ah-eady  had  occasion  to  remark, 
with  great  jealousy  on  any  arming  of  the  population. 
But  the  sale  being  illegal  according  to  treaty,  everybody 
knew  would  bo  no  impediment  to  the  acquisition  of  as 
man}'  as  might  be  on  hand,  — if  Japanese  purchasers 
could  be  found  willing  to  pay  a good  price  for  them  ! 

What  did  it  mean  ? Did  it  bode  some  revolutionary 
proceeding  on  the  part  of  the  Japanese  against  their  own 
Government, — or  some  design  against  the  fives  of  foreigners 
themselves  ? Even  that  would  not  have  prevented  money 
being  made  by  their  side,  but  it  lent  a new  interest 
to  the  question ! If  the  latter,  the  time  did  not  seem 
happily  chosen,  as  the  bay  of  Yeddo,  so  often  bare  of  any 
means  of  protection  from  foreign  ships  of  war,  could  now 
boast  of  one  in  the  ‘ Bowhattan  ’ United  States  steam- 
frigate,  waiting  to  take  over  to  America  a Japanese 
Diplomatic  Mission  for  the  exchange  of  ratifications. 

With  these  unea.sy  elements  in  motion  — rumours  of 
danger — the  month  drew  near  its  close.  It  was  a Sunday 
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afternoon  (January  29),  wlien,  just  retuniecl  from  a visit  to 
the  American  Minister,  who  was  unwell,  I heard  a hasty 
step  outside  my  room,  and  Captain  Marten,  the  Com- 
mander of  U.M.S.  ‘Iloebuck,’  who  happened  to  be  a 
guest  at  the  Legation,  threw  back  the  sliding  panel. 
‘ Come  quickly ; your  linguist  is  being  carried  in,  badly 
wounded.’  My  heart  misgave  me  that  his  death-knell  had 
stmck.  I had  for  some  time  been  under  a conviction  that 
danger  was  at  hand  in  some  shape,  and  his  frequent  colli- 
sions with  the  hisolent  retainers  of  Dainiios,  who  never  lost 
an  opportunity  of  insulting  him  in  the  streets,  had  natu- 
rally turned  my  attention  in  that  direction.  I was  even 
.seriously  meditating  sending  him  out  of  the  country,  for 
liis  own  sake, — thougli  his  knowledge  of  the  Japanese 
made  him  veiy  useful,  if  not  necessarj',  to  me,  in  the  fimt 
months  of  our  location.  It  was  not  his  own  desire,  however, 
and  I had  liesitatcd,  for  we  all  dislike  to  yield  to  intimida- 
tion. I felt,  nevertheless,  that  a more  discreet  and  better 
tempered  man  than  he  had  any  ])retensions  to  be, — woidd 
have  been  insecure  ; and  latterly  he  had  received  a distinct 
warning,  that  it  was  determined  to  take  his  life.  But  man’s 
previsions  and  bt*st  precautions  seem  idle  things,  when  the 
fatal  hour  has  come.  It  even  would  seem,  at  times,  as  if 
we  were  es[)ecially  and  fatally  blinded  to  the  necessary 
consequences  of  our  own  acts, — and  thus  led  on  step  by 
step  to  do  and  say  the  very  things  which,  could  the  veil  of 
Isis  be  only  lifted  for  a second,  we  should  most  carefully 
and  anxiousl)'  avoid,  and  thus  avert  the  impending  destruc- 
tion. He  had  escaped  shipwreck, — long  an  exile  and 
proscribed  outcast  from  his  own  countiy,  nothing  less  than 
such  great  and  unforeseen  events  as  the  renewal  of  rela- 
tions with  Western  Powers  could  ever  have  restored  him 
to  it, — and  he  came  back  only  to  find  a bloody  grave, 
though  it  seemed  at  the  time  that  the  dearest  wishes  of 
the  exile’s  heart  were  being  gratified,  by  the  unexpected 
way  opened  for  his  retuim.  There  is  an  ob.seiwation  in 
one  of  Mr.  Helps’s  essays  * which  must  often  have  occurred 
• Companions  of  my  Solitude. 
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in  similar  circumstances.  ‘ Frequently  it  seems  as  if  the 
foculties  of  man  were  not  quite  adequate  as  yet  to  his 
situation — the  indivddual  seems  the  sport  of  circumstances ; ’ 
and  he  goes  on  to  observe  how  these  often  seem  (mali- 
ciously, as  it  were)  to  provide  a man  with  ‘a  good  oppor- 
tunity for  working  out  the  errors  of  his  mind  and  system,’ 
— when  he  strains  his  fortune  to  the  uttermost  and  it  breaks 
under  him,  as  it  did  with  Napoleon  in  the  great  Eussian 
campaign  and  retreat  from  Moscow.  Dankirche,  in  his 
way,  had  afforded  a fatal  illustration.  He  was  iU-tempered, 
proud,  'and  violent : and  in  returning  to  his  own  country 
he  just  brought  these  qualities, — rendered  worse  by  long 
impunity  in  America  and  China, — where  they  were  most 
sure  to  bring  him  to  grief.  They  were  characteristic 
of  his  own  race,  but  among  themselves  they  are  kept 
down  by  frequent  letting  of  blood. 

I found  hun  stretched  on  a shutter,  hardly  conscious, — 
though  he  turned  his  eyes  when  I spoke  to  him,  as  though 
he  heard  and  recognised  me.  He  never  .spoke,  and  I 
saw  at  once  that  he  was  mortally  wounded.  Death’s 
finger  had  already  been  laid  on  his  quivering  lip.  One 
or  two  con\nilsive  throes  shook  his  whole  frame  while 
we  were  getting  some  of  his  clothing  off  to  examine  the 
wounds,  and  then,  without  a struggle,  he  died.  There 
was  something  awfully  sudden  in  the  catastrophe ; he 
was  alive  and  among  us  not  ten  minutes  before.  It 
appeared  he  had  gone  down  to  the  gate  of  the  Legation, 
opening  upon  a wide  space  close  to  the  high  road, — and 
was  leaning  against  the  entrance  or  doorway  to  a small 
nest  of  houses  at  the  end  of  a lane  close  by, — imme- 
diately under  the  flagstaff,  and  with  men,  women,  and 
cliildren  about,  in  broad  dayhght,  — when  one  or  two  men 
stole  stealthily  dovm  the  lane  behind  where  he  stood, 
and  a short  sword  was  buried  to  the  hilt  in  his  body, 
transfixing  him  as  he  stood.  He  staggered  a few  paces 
towards  the  porter  at  the  gate,  who  drew  the  sword 
out  from  his  back,  and  there  he  fell  bathed  in  his  blootl. 
It  had,  indeed,  been  a home  thrust.  The  point  had  entered 
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at  his  back,  and  came  out  above  tlie  right  brea.st;  and 
thus  buried  in  his  body  the  assassin  left  it,  and  disappeared 
as  stealtliily  as  ho  came,  without  a liand  or  a voice  being 
raised  to  stop  him.  The  deed  must  have  been  seen  by 
many,  but  all,  save  one  woman,  I believe,  denied  seeing 
the  blow  struck.  Either  they  Avere  told  to  do  so, — or  knew 
that  their  own  lives  might  pay  the  forfeitof  any  indiscretion. 
With  the  authorities  on  the  one  side,  and  the  assassin  and 
his  friends  on  the  other, — justice  in  all  such  cases  is  no 
better  than  an  idle  dream.  I felt  certain  from  the  begin- 
ning that  there  was  no  hope. 

Who  was  the  assassin,  and  what  Avas  the  motiA’e  ? 
Suspicion  rested  more  particularly  on  two,  the  first  a 
Daimio’s  drunken  retainer,  Avho  attacked  him  in  the  street 
a fcAv  days  previously,  and  had  been  arrested.  The  man, 
hoAvever,  Avas  so  violent  in  his  denunciations  of  vengeance, 
that  the  police  Avere  intimidated  and  let  him  go,  after 
taking  his  name,  or  the  name  he  chose  to  give ! The 
second  Avas  my  chief  cook,  lately  discharged,  and  who 
had  been  heard  to  say  somebody  Avould  kill  ‘ Dan  ’ before 
very  long ; and  he  Avas  in  the  kitchen  a day  or  two 
before,  Avith  tAvo  sAvords  in  his  belt.  Both  Avere  appre- 
hended, but  nothing  came  of  it.  I have  no  doubt  the 
authorities  kneAV  perfectly  AveU  Avho  the  parties  Avere, 
Avhether  one  or  several.  Perhaps  they  may  have  been 
compelled  to  commit  the  Hara-Kiri,  but  I should  doubt  it. 
It  is  more  probable  that  it  Avas  Avlshed  their  renegade 
subject — whom  they  considered  as  dangerous,  ‘knoAving  too 
much  ’ (a  grave  offence  and  source  of  danger  ahvays  in 
Japan) — might  be  putaAvay;  and  if  they  did  not  themselves 
take  such  means  of  removing  him,  Avere  not  sorry  it  Avas 
done  for  them.  I am  quite  satisfictl  they  kncAV  the  bloAv 
Avas  coming,  from  the  \nsit  of  a Governor  of  Foreign 
Affairs  a feAV  days  previously,  Avho  saw  my  Japanese  secre- 
taiy  and  spent  a long  time  in  denunciations  of  Dankirche, 
urging  Avith  singular  pertinacity  the  expediency  of  dis- 
missing him  at  once. 

Of  course  if  he  had  been  dismissed  prior  to  the  assassina- 
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tion,  his  death  would  have  been  a matter  to  give  tiiem 
little  concern;  but  they  had  some  scruples  perhaps  in 
permitting  the  murder  of  a servant  of  the  Legation. 

This  was  the  third  atrocious  mmxler  in  public  thorough- 
fares, without  brawl  or  quarrel,  or  immediate  provoca- 
tion of  any  kind.  Two  were  in  broad  daylight,  and 
all  evidently  deliberate  and  pltvmed  assassinations.  No 
justice  had  been  done,  or  redress  obtained,  in  any  of  the 
cases.  At  midnight  two  of  the  Governors  of  Foreign  AfTaii's 
came  to  offer  me  their  condolences,  and  concert  measures, 
or  seem  to  do  so.  They  indignantly  repelled  the  supposi- 
tion that  the  Tycoon’s  government  could  not  pursue  and 
arrest  a Daimio’s  retainer,  or  even  if  needful  his  master. 
But  such  has  been  alleged  to  be  the  fact  by  Kcempfer  and 
others.  Wliile  discussing  this  matter,  news  came  that 
Saeagi,  the  temjile  where  Monsieur  de  Bellecourt,  the 
French  Charge  d’Affaires,  resided,  was  on  lire  ; and  a few 
minutes  later  the  Avhole  j>arty  appeared  — the  French 
Consul-General  at  the  head.  ‘ Nous  void,  nous  venous 
vous  demander  de  I’hospitalite — I’incendie  nous  a atteint!’ 
Tlien  followed  Monsieur  I’Abbe  in  dressing-gown,  a glass 
tliermometcr  in  one  hand,  wliich  had  been  committed 
to  his  charge  by  an  absent  friend,  and  a breviary  in 
the  other — science  and  religion  together,  and  faithful 
to  both  trusts.  The  Charicelier  in  slippers  followed,  with 
a revolver  and  a bonnet  de  nuit,  one  in  each  hand. 
It  seemed  as  if  a veritable  Pandora’s  box  had  been 
opened.  An  assassination  in  one  Legation  and  a fire  in 
another  within  six  hours  ! I\Iy  spare  rooms  were  full, — but 
we  made  of  course  the  best  shift  we  coidd  for  our  unex- 
pected guests;  and  about  threeo’clock  in  the  morningwe  all 
retired,  sad  enough  at  heart,  and  quite  Avorn  out.  Verily  I 
thought,  as  I prepared  to  take  some  rest,  this  country  on 
experience  proves  to  be  something  verj-  different  from  the 
paradise  represented  by  recent  travellers,  Avho  must  have 
looked  tlirough  very  peculiar  coloured  ghisses  to  see 
everj’thing  so  completely  ‘ en  beau.’  7 felt  disposed  to  join 
in  the  prayer  of  ‘ the  privileged  Grimkou  ’ avIio  Avrotc 
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from  King  Frederick  William's  savage  court,  ^J’effpere 
que  le  bon  Dieu  me  fern  voir  une  j^orte  pour  sortir  de 
cette  maudite  Galere  I ’ 

We  buried  the  poor  fellow  a few  day.s  later,  and  to 
mark  our  sympathy  and  solidarite  in  such  an  outrage  to 
the  flag  of  a Treaty  Power,  members  of  all  the  Legations, 
together  with  two  of  the  Governoi’s  of  Foreign  AlTairs, 
followed  his  remains  to  the  grave.  A considerable  crowd 
was  collected  on  the  passage  to  the  cemeterj%  situated  by  the 
banks  of  the  river  which  runs  through  Yeddo,  and  at  some 
distance  from  the  British  Legation.  Arrived  at  the  temple, 
the  great  bell  tolled  to  announce  the  commencement  of 
the  service.  Then  the  priests  in  stole  and  mitre,  or  some- 
thing strikingly  resembling  both,  took  their  places  in  two 
rows.  The  abbot,  seated  in  a high  chair  in  the  centre, 
faced  a temporary  altar,  on  which  tapers  and  incense  were 
burning.  A chanted  htany  followed,  in  which  the  priests 
were  accompanied  by  the  occasional  sonorous  tones  of  two 
pairs  of  cymbals,  a drum,  and  a small  musical  bell.  This 
continued  for  a quarter  of  an  hour,  when  the  abbot  or 
superior  rose  from  his  chair,  and, closing  his  hands  and  eyes, 
prayed  with  great  fer\’our, — for  the  soul  or  spirit  of  the 
departed,  it  is  to  be  presumed.  lie  then  took  off  his  curi- 
ously shaped  head  appendages  and  approached  the  altar, 
burned  more  incense,  and  on  the  spade  (of  wood)  which 
was  to  turn  the  earth  being  brought  to  him,  he  waved  it 
thrice  on  every  side  and  over  the  incense,  to  consecrate  it. 
Then  followed  another  litany,  and  with  a clash  of  the 
cymbals  and  a double  beat  of  the  gong  and  drum,  the 
ceremony  Wiis  over,  and  its  termination  formally  announced 
by  the  Superior  cnxssing  the  temple  to  where  I stood,  and 
making  me  a lowly  reverence.  The  coHin  was  then 
carried  to  the  grave  and  lowered  into  it  by  the  attendants, 
while  two  of  the  priests  brought  a tablet,  with  the  name 
of  the  dead  inscribed  upon  it. 

Four  white  lanterns  were  placed  at  the  head  and  foot,  the 
earth  shovelled  in  — ‘ earth  to  earth,  dust  to  dust  ’ — and  the 
murdered  man  was  left  to  his  rest  in  Japanese  soil.  Long 
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as  he  had  beeu  in  Christian  countries  he  had  never  entered 
into  any  communion,  as  he  had  himself  declared  but  a few 
days  before  his  death.  He  had  prayer-books  and  bibles 
given  him  by  many  mis.sionaries  in  China  and  elsewhere, 
but  never  seemed  to  have  accepted  any  faith  ; in  this 
taking  too  much  after  the  class  he  least  loved,  the  yaconius 
and  officials.  That  he  should  be  buried  as  he  had  bved 
therefore,  with  the  rites  and  usages  of  his  own  land,  was 
the  only  Jiatural  course  to  follow ; and  if  decorum  and 
irapre.ssiveness  could  give  any  value  to  a funeral  service, 
there  was  nothing  wanting  in  this ! It  was  impossible  for  a 
Protestant  not  to  be  struck  with  the  outward  similarity 
between  the  ceremonial  of  this  Buddhist  burial  with  those 
of  the  Greek  and  Eoman  churches.  The  altar,  the  tapers, 
the  incense,  the  very  costume  and  gestures  of  the  priests, 
were  in  many  striking  paj'ticulars  alike  — a resemblance 
too  close  to  have  been  fortuitous  : but  whence  the  seem- 
ing identity  is  yet  a question,  and  one  whicli  I do  not 
pretend  to  discuss.  The  Japanese  received  Buddliism 
from  China  in  the  sixth  century,  and  then,  or  at  some  later 
date,  may  have  got  some  of  these  forms.  As  the  body 
was  earned  out  of  the  temple  to  the  grave,  two  white 
doves,  suddenly  liberated,  circled  round,  and  flew  up  into 
the  cloudless  sky,  intended  apparently  as  symbols  of  the 
flight  of  the  spirit ; — but  why  two  instead  of  one  I could 
never  get  satisfactorily  explained. 

Eetuming  from  the  cemetery — wliich  the  Jaj^anese  go- 
vernment, with  considerate  prevision,  had  urged  me  to 
decide  upon, — not  only  in  reference  to  this  one  burial,  but 
‘for  the  decent  interment  of  all  who  might  hereafter  follow’ 
(in  the  cour.se  of  nature,  it  is  to  be  hoped  they  meant),  I 
could  not  help  reflecting  on  the  curious  spectacle  the 
procession  and  burial  had  presented  in  this  long-sealed 
c.apital  of  a jealously  secluded  people  and  empire.  How 
swiftly  events  had  crowded  upon  them  since  Commodore 
Perry’s  first  visit  and  treaty  in  18.54.  Not  six  years,  and 
yet  three  ports  were  opened,  and  many  successive  treaties 
hud  been  entered  into.  At  this  moment  throe  Foreign 
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Eepresentatives  had  their  residence  in  tlie  mid.st  of  tlie 
people, — not  half  reconciled  yet  to  this  sudden  and  total 
change  in  their  relations  with  the  rest  of  the  world ; — of 
which  the  murdered  man  just  followed  to  the  grave  wa.s 
but  too  grievous  a proof. 

The  head  of  a Diplomatic  ^lission  in  such  a countiy%  to 
a great  degree  isolated,  and  unsupported  by  any  of  the 
material  means  of  enforcing  respect  or  good  faith,  has,  it 
must  bo  admitted,  an  arduous  and  trying  post  at  all  times; 
but  under  such  circumstances  as  these — when  his  sei-vants 
are  opeidy  struck  down  at  his  gate,  where  they  had  often 
before  been  wantonly  insulted  by  these  disorderly  retainers 
of  Didmios,  who  are  themselves  in  a great  degree  above 
the  law — it  is  hard  to  sa)'  in  what  direction  efl’orts  can  be 
made  to  any  purjiose ! Every  day  seemed  to  furnish  evi- 
dence of  the  futility  of  any  arguments  addressed  to  their 
' sense  of  justice,  or  their  good  faith.  Still  it  was  within  the 
domain  of  diplomacy.  Indeed,  there  could  be  no  question 
of  compulsion  or  force, — I’or,  with  five  Treaty  Powers, 
not  one  of  these  permanently  maintained  a ship  of  war  at 
Yeddo,  or  on  the  station  even, — though  one  under  the 
British  flag  appean-d,  from  time  to  time.  Sometimes,  as  I 
have  said,  for  weeks  not  a pendant  was  seen  in  the  waters. 
It  is  true,  the  mercantile  interests  in  existence  hitherto  had 
not  been  large, — but  neither  could  they  ever  become  so  un- 
leK.9  the  proi'ixions  of  treaties  should  be  better  carried  out] 
and  the  experience  of  the  past  six  months  held  out  little 
promise  of  the  Jaj)anese  government,  of  its  own  free  will 
tjiking  the  necessary  steps, — if  they  saw  that  a deliberate 
system  of  obstruction  and  bad  faith  might  be  pursued 
without  risk  or  damage.  If  such  were  to  be  tlie  permanent 
state  of  our  relations,  it  had  perhaps  been  better,  and  iqion 
the  whole  more  satisfactoiy  to  all  parties,  to  have  left  the 
Japanese  to  their  much-prized  isolation,  instead  of  putting 
a constraint  upon  them  to  open  their  ports,  and  then 
leaving  them  to  their  own  devices.  But  this  came,  in 
part  at  least,  of  the  too  flattering  opinions  entertained 
by  those  who  accompanied  the  first  negotiators  of 
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treaties.  According  to  the  clear-sighted  travellers  who, 
upon  a ten  days’  or  ten  weeks’  experience,  diushed 
off  a florid  picture  of  ‘Paradise  Kegained,’  of  bliss 
and  innocence,  which  unfortunately  existed  only  in 
their  own  imaginations, — and  pronounced  a favourable 
judgement  on  the  character  and  government  of  a whole 
people, — ‘ The  Japanese  rulers  were  only  too  haj)py  to 
enter  into  amicable  relations  with  Foreign  Powers,  and 
though  a bttle  timid  (the  result  of  inexperience  and  inno- 
cence), were  most  anxious  to  carry  out  all  the  provisions  of 
treaties  with  scrupulous  fidelity!’  One  looked  in  vain  at 
this  time,  for  any  trace  of  these  desirable  dispositions ; — 
and  could  oidy  wonder  upon  what  foundation  such  super- 
structures had  been  reared?  To  all  appearance,  that 
‘forward  delusive  faculty,’  as  Bishop  Butler  styles  tlie 
‘ imagination,’  has  much  to  answer  for  in  respect  to 
Japan.  A more  systematic  or  determined  policy  of 
obstruction  and  passive  resistance  combined,  than  that 
which  the  Government  had  perseveringly  adhered  to, 
could  not  be  conceived.  And  never  were  solemn  treaties 
and  the  most  indisputable  rights  of  nations  set  aside 
on  more  futile  and  puerile  pretexts ! Either  the  treaties 
themselves  were  a mistake, — and  the  whole  pohey 
they  were  intended  to  inaugurate,  or  the  means  since 
taken  by  the  Western  Powers  to  make  them  something 
more  than  waste  jiajier,  had  been  hardly  calculated  to 
attain  the  desired  end.  Japan  seemed  fast  learning  a les- 
son she  would  undoubtedly  be  slow  to  forget — that  the 
Western  Powers,  notwithstanding  the  eagerness  and  deter- 
mination they  show  to  make  treaties  with  a new  countiy 
— are  little  disjjosed  to  take  the  necessary  steps  to  cause 
them  to  be  respected.  And  if  they  should  come  to  the 
conclusion,  based  upon  a certain  experience  — that  every 
obligiition  contracted  maij  he  systematically  evaded  with 
impunity — if  only  such  evasion  be  carried  on  under  cover 
of  professions  of  amity  and  good  faith  — it  will  be  hard 
to  get  any  substantial  advantige  out  of  treaties.  ’Ilie  Ja- 
panese have  no  confidence  or  trust  in  Foreign  Powers  or 
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their  .subjects  (they  certainly,  if  truth  must  be  told,  have 
httle  reason  to  admire  many  of  the  first  pioneers  of  Wes- 
tern civilisation  and  commerce  flung  on  their  shores) ; and 
if  no  steps  are  to  be  taken  to  alter  this  state  of  tilings ; — 
then  it  would  certainly  seem  a grievous  mistake  to  have 
entered  into  any  treaty  relations  with  them ! For  where 
there  is  no  confidence  between  one  nation  and  another, 
there  can  be  no  alliance  worth  preserv’ing; — and  assuredly 
where  truth  and  justice  are  wantonly  violated,  there  can 
be  no  confidence.  That  reflections  such  as  these  should 
present  themselves  at  this  time,  will  scarcely  be  matter 
of  surprise.  It  is  never  wise,  however,  to  take  too 
despondent  a view  of  afiiiii's,  either  national  or  private, 
and  I reflected  that  it  was  yet  early  days.  Undoubtedly 
the  Japanese  were  inexperienced  in  foreign  relations ; 
while  the  traditions  of  those  which  existed  in  past  gene- 
rations, were  only  calculated  to  suggest  doubt  and  mis- 
trust. Something  might  fairly  be  put  down  to  their  utter 
ignorance  of  all  the  conditions  by  which  profitable  and 
friendly  intercourse  is  to  be  maintained  with  other  nations. 
Then  again  the  currency  had  been  a great  dilliculty  and 
an  obstacle  in  the  way  of  all  satisfactory  coininercial  rela- 
tions.* The  Government,  once  more,  as  in  days  of  old, 
under  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese  reijiine,  had  seen  Avith 
anger  and  alarm  their  gold  shipped  away,  never  to  return. 
But  that  danger  removed  (by  the  reduction  of  the  gold 
and  silver  to  the  European  standard)  there  was  some  hope 
of  the  irritation  and  alarm  subsiding  with  the  cause. 

With  this  glimpse  of  a brighter  dawn  I Avas  fain  to 
be  contimt,  and  conclude,  in  resjiect  to  trade  and  its  future 
prospects  in  Japan,  that, — as  Burns  Avrote  to  Gavin  Hamil- 
ton of  a verj'  different  matter, — 

‘ It  may  do  weel,  for  auf'ht  it  'a  done  yet, 

Blit  only — it  ’e  no  just  begun  yet.’ 


• Owing  in  some  measure,  no  doubt,  to  the  unprecedented  clause  in  all 
the  treaties — first  introduced  in  the  .Vinerican  — that  all  foreign  gold  and 
silver  coins  should  freely  circulate  in  Japan,  and  be  exchangeable  with 
Japanese  coin,  weight  for  weight,  without  reference  to  the  totally  different 
rate  of  value,  aa  by  law  established  in  Japan,  between  their  gold  and  silver. 

z 2 


Digitized  by  Google 


340 


THREE  YEARS  IX  JAPAX. 


CiiAr.  XVI. 


lU-omenecl  and  blood-stained,  the  month  of  January 
liad  passed  away ; and  we  were  already  far  into  February 
wdthout  any  very  new  or  starthng  incident  to  make  an 
epoch  in  our  otherwise  monotonous  existence,  when  a 
message  came  to  my  colleague,  the  ]\linister  of  tlie  United 
States,  to  request  he  would  not  leave  his  homo,  because 
the  presents  from  the  Mikado  to  the  Tycoon  would  be 
passing.  I was  happy  not  to  receive  a similar  message,  as 
oil  the  last  occasion  the  Governors  charged  with  its  dehveiy 
had  been  somewliat  curtly  answered.  Once  acceded  to, 
they  would  s<wn  have  found  a pretext  for  shutting  us  up 
in  our  houses  .350  days  out  of  the  305,  much  as  tlie  Tycoon 
himself  was ! A day  or  two  later,  I received  intimation 
from  Mr.  Harris  that  it  had  just  been  reported  to  him  fifty 
men  had  been  seized  tlie  night  before  by  the  pohce — it 
having  been  discovered  tliat  they  had  gone  down  to  Yoko- 
hama to  murder  all  tlie  foreigners.  There  was,  perhaps, 
little  or  no  foundation  for  the  rumour,  and  no  truth  in  the 
alleged  seizure  ; but  such  rumoui's  were  much  too  fre- 
quently in  circulation  to  be  pleasant,  or  wholly  without 
significance.  I think  it  was  about  this  time  that  the  Abbe 
Girard,  attached  to  the  French  Legation,  was  returning  to 
Yeddo  fi’om  Kanagawa,  and  seated  outside  a tea-house 
while  his  horse  was  being  fed,  when  atwo-sworded  indivi- 
dual caine  up  to  him,  and  finding  he  could  speak  Japanese, 
said  to  him,  ‘ You  knoiv  you  are  all  to  be  killed  ? ’ The 
abbe,  treating  it  rather  as  a jest,  replied,  ‘Yo  really — 
when  then?’  ‘ WHien  ? — soon — in  a single  night ! ’ Cut 
oil'  from  all  reliable  means  of  information  by  the  Japanese 
authorities,  such  sinister  intimations  as  these  strike  un- 
pleasantly on  the  ear,  since  who  can  tell  whether  there 
be  any  real  foundation  or  not  ? 

While  thus  speculating  on  our  actual  position,  day  after 
day  bringing  nothing  reassuring,  we  approached  the  end  of 
February.  On  the  2(ith  I was  roused  from  in)’  sleep  at  four 
o’clock  in  the  morning  by  the  arrival  of  an  express  from 
ll.M.  Consul  at  Kanagawa,  with  intelligence  that  about 
eight  o’clock  in  the  evening,  two  caiitains  of  Dutch  mer- 
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chant  ve.sseLs  in  harbour,  had  been  filain  in  the  main  street 
of  Yokohama — a repetition,  in  all  its  leading  circum- 
stances and  unprovoked  barbarit)%  of  the  assa.Hsination 
perpetrated  on  the  Eussians.  They  had  been  set  upon  in 
the  dark ; and  head  and  limbs  had  nearly  been  severed 
from  their  bodies,  as  though  butchers  had  as.sailed  them 
with  their  cleavers.  One  had  his  shoulder  nearly  cut 
through,  besides  ga.shes  across  head,  face,  and  chest,  any 
one  of  which  must  have  been  fatal.  The  second  appears 
to  have  seized  the  sword  with  his  left  hand,  which,  drawn 
through  liis  grasp,  had  severed  three  of  the  fmgi'rs ; and, 
still  struggling,  he  must  have  warded  olT  the  next  blow 
at  his  head  with  his  right  hand,  and  run  nearly  a hundred 
steps  from  his  butchers,  as  the  hand  was  found  at  that 
distance  from  his  body,  lie  also  was  frightfully  mangled. 
Where  was  this  to  end  ? This  was  the  fourth  assassina- 
tion in  eight  months,  and  six  lives  had  been  ruth- 
lessly sacrificed.  First  a Eussian  olTicer  and  servant, 
next  a sen-ant  of  the  Consul  of  France, — then  my 
linguist  (both  slain  in  ojieu  day) ; now  two  Dutch 
cajitains. 

I saw  the  Ministers  of  Foreign  Aflairs  a few  hours  later, 
heard  the  usual  expressions  of  regret,  and  assurances  of 
effort  to  trace  the  assassins,  meaning  nothing ; and  with 
almost  a certainty  that  nothing  would  be  done.  I felt 
bound  to  tell  their  E.xcellencies  that  a government  so 
deficient,  either  in  the  power  or  the  will  to  secure  life  and 
property  in  the  country,  Avas  one  with  which  it  Avas  difli- 
cult,  and  might  become  impossible  to  maintain  any  treaty 
relations. 

‘ Yet  had  they  not  taken  all  the  measures  that  could  be 
conceiA'ed?  Did  I,  then,  give  them  no  credit  for  the 
exertions  made  ? ’ 

■ My  reply  Avas  in  substance  that,  ‘I  could  not  say 
Avhat  measures  they  had  taken.  I could  only  judge  by 
the  results,  and  these  were  nil, — Avhile  the  assassins  Avere  at 
large  and  unpunished  ; nothing  had  been  done.  So  long 
as  they  could  neither  prevent  crime  nor  punish  it,  there 
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could  be  no  security  for  life ; and  \vithout  that,  there 
could  be  no  stable  relations  either  of  trade  or  amity.’ 

It  seemed  veiy  hopeless ! Russian  sailors  were  drunk 
on  shore  I believe  during  the  day  — unfortunately  too 
common  an  incident  — wherever  sailors  of  any  nation  get 
leave.  Thus  the  very  men  of  war  that  should  be  a pro- 
tection, become  a new  source  of  danger.  Whether 
this  last  murder  was  a mere  wanton  brutality ; — ven- 
geance for  some  offence,  — or  with  a political  object,  we 
shall  never  know.  Rumour  said  the  latter ; and  in  any 
case  the  two  victims  were  unoffending, — one  was  an  old 
man  upwards  of  sixty. 

And  where  was  the  remedy  ? — What  could  be  done  ? 
Even  such  successive  acts  of  assassination  did  not  form  a 
cmiis  belli,  nor  were  we  prepared  to  make  war.  Still  less 
were  we  so  disposed.  Notliing,  indeed,  could  be  farther 
from  the  desire  either  of  the  Government  or  the  nation  at 
home,  than  a war  with  tlie  Japane.se.  The  one  little  ship 
sent  to  the  station,  it  was  hoped  ‘ might  be  dispenscsl  with 
during  the  operations  in  the  north  of  China,’ — tliat  is  for 
three  or  four  inontlis  f)robably  ! To  demand  a heavy  in- 
denmity  for  the  surviving  families  seemed  the  only  prac- 
tical means  of  inducing  serious  effort  on  the  part  of  the 
Government.  If  a life  cost  them  550,000  they  would 
probably  be  at  some  pains  to  prevent  its  loss.  Their 
hearts  or  consciences  it  seemed  difficult  to  touch  ; the  only 
thing  remmning  was  to  try  their  pockets.  It  might  appear 
very  dignified  to  .say,  as  Count  Mouravieff  ihd,  ‘ Russia 
did  not  sell  the  blood  of  her  subjects ; ’ but  then  they 
should  have  been  avenged — made  costly,  in  someway, 
to  those  who  sat  supinely  by  and  allowed  them  to  be 
sacrificed. 

Another  month  of  the  eventfid  year  had  pa.s^ed ; it  wa.s 
already  the  fiisst  of  March  as  I sat  finishing  a mail  for 
Ilakodadi.  Midnight  had  arrived,  and  I was  about  to  for- 
get, if  I could,  my  daily  troubles  and  anxieties  in  sleep, 
when  the  discordant  clang  of  tlie  alarm  bells  broke  shaqi 
and  clear  on  the  stillness  of  the  night  — calhug  the  popu- 
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lation  from  their  beds  to  look  to  their  own  safety,  — and, 
if  needful,  help  to  extinguish  the  lire  of  their  neighboui's. 
It  seemed  us  if  few  uiglits  passed  over  without  a lire  in 
some  quarter  or  other  of  this  ill-fated  city,  often  destroying 
whole  streets.  How  should  it  be  othenvise  — all  wocjcl 
and  no  water ! One  or  two  bells  oidy  at  flrst  were  heard, 
then  soon  the  note  of  alarm  was  taken  up  by  others.  A 
fierce  gale  was  raging,  and  grievous  destruction  of  property, 
if  not  of  life,  Wiis  inevitable.  The  seivants  told  us  it  wtis 
about  three  miles  off,  but,  the  wind  blowing  in  our  direc- 
tion, they  seemed  to  think  it  might  even  reach  us  at 
Tozengee  ! Scarce  a day  or  night  passed  without  some 
alami  of  the  kind,  and  often  the  melancholy  tocsin 
was  heard  more  than  once  in  the  twenty-four  hours. 
They  are  miserably  deficient  in  the  first  great  element  of 
safety,  ivnter.  By  law  a tub  of  water  is  kept  at  everj' 
door,  and  buckets  are  often  seen  on  the  roofs  of  the  houses, 
but  they  have  no  supjily  beyond  what  their  wells  afford. 
In  other  respects  they  seem  to  have  a well  organised 
system  of  rousing  the  j)cople,  and  giving  information  even 
as  to  the  place  ; or  at  least  the  direction  and  distance  of 
the  fire.  If  it  be  a long  wfiy  off,  a single  stroke  is  re- 
peated at  short  intervals  ; if  nearer,  but  not  in  the  imme- 
diate neighbourhood,  it  is  one  — two,  and  then  a pause  ; 
but  if  the  whole  quarter  and  people  are  to  be  aroused 
to  aid  on  the  spot,  it  is  one,  and  then  a sharp  second,  and 
tim'd,  repeated  loud  and  quick  in  continued  succession. 
There  is  something  vei-y  disturbing  in  this  combination  of 
earthquakes  and  perpetually  reciu'ring  conflagrations,  the 
latter  destroying  Imndreds  or  even  thousands  of  houses  in 
a few  horn's.  Both  often  arouse  you  from  your  sleep,  with  a 
most  uncomfortable  sense  of  insecurity. 

I am  free  to  confess  my  dislike  of  earthquakes  increases 
with  each  visitation  ; I cannot  say  ‘ familiarity  breeds  con- 
tempt.’ You  are  sitting  quietly  at  your  table,  or,  with  a 
book  in  your  hand, — seeking  vei-y  likely  to  forget  your  own 
thoughts,  or  actual  existence,  in  those  of  others  : when 
yom-  chair  begins  to  vibrate,  at  first  gently,  as  if  merely 
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to  rouse  your  attention ; — then  the  ground  under  yoiu"  feet 
catches  the  contagion,  and  you  feel  there  is  an  earthquake 
to  meet,  with  wliat  courage  you  may.  Will  it  bring  the 
house  down  over  your  head  ? Open  a cha.sm  to  bury  you 
in  its  deptlis?  Or  merely  make  you  feel  as  though  you,  not 
the  earth  below,  had  been  taken  with  an  ague  lit  ? Who 
can  tell  ? Who  knows  anything  of  the  law  of  earthquakes  ? 
In  the  meantime,  Avhile  these  comfortable  reflections  flash 
tlirougli  your  mind  — as  in  moments  of  danger  a whole 
chapter  of  accidents  and  dilemmas  will  occasionally  crowd 
tliemsclves,  Avithout  the  slighte.st  regard  to  time  or  fitness — 
the  vibration  continues  in  spasmodic  intermittence,  di- 
minishes, then  agam  recommences  with  greater  \dolence 
— all  the  beams  and  rafters  groan  and  creak, — the  house 
swaying  with  a very  perceptible  movement  under  each 
shock ! Will  it  come  down  or  not  ? Tlie  question  is  inter- 
esting and  important ; for  on  your  giving  a right  answer 
and  acting  accordingly,  issues  in  life  and  eternity  may 
depend, — and  yet  you  knoAv  no  more  than  the  trembling 
dog  at  yoiu-  feet,  Avhat  are  the  chance  and  probabilities, 
yome  take  what  they  conceiA^e  the  safer  coui-se  under  all 
circumstances,  and  Avhether  up  or  in  bed,  dressed  or  un- 
dres.sed,  rush  out  of  tlie  liouse  into  the  street  or  some  open 
space.  Blit  Avhat  can  assure  tliem  that  the  precise  spot 
they  choose  for  safety  may  not,  the  instant  they  reach 
it,  sink  beneath  tlieni  Avith  a liorrible  crasli,  and  pre- 
cipitate tliem  into  depths  imfathoraable  of  molten  lava  ? 
So  fiir  as  I myself  am  concerned,  I feel  like  a man  on  a 
field  of  battle  in  the  tliick  of  tlie  light,  Avith  round  shot 
and  mis.siles  of  death  flying  in  every  direction.  Who  but 
the  novice  ever  thinks  of  ducking  his  liead  or  trying 
to  dodge  them  ? The  hopelessness  of  the  attempt  insen- 
sibly steadies  his  nerves.  Xot  knoAving  in  the  least,  or 
able  in  the  slightest  degree  to  divine,  Avhat  is  to  folloAv 
from  moment  to  moment,  I feel  so  entirely  helpless  before 
destructiA'e  forces  of  Avhich  I can  neither  measure  the 
length,  nor  depth,  nor  height,  Avhile  yet  in  the  hands  of  a 
PoAver  ‘ able  to  save,’ — that  I seem  to  lack  all  impulse  or 
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desire  to  make  any  sudden  eflbrt  to  reach  the  open  space, 
— which,  for  aught  I can  tell,  may  be,  after  all,  the 
most  dangerous  place  Avithin  reach  ! 

‘ Wec[)ing  may  endure  for  a night,  but  joy  conieth  in 
the  morning,’  say.s  the  I’salmi.st,  as  though  to  warn  us 
that  even  to  sorroAv  and  danger  and  trouble,  or  any  other 
evil  that  can  alllict  us, — there  is  a limit,  and  joy  may  yet 
succeed,  as  morning  succeeds  to  night.  Therefore  should 
we  strive  on  and  hope,  not  faint  or  despair.  So  daylight 
came  to  us  in  Yeddo,  after  nights  of  fires  and  murders  and 
earthquakes.  As  I rode  into  the  countiy  the  next  diiy, 
not  even  a mounted  escort  of  yaconins — Avhich  the 
Foreign  Eepresentiitives  had  at  last  and  very  reluctantly 
(I  can  answer  at  least  for  myself)  accepted,  at  the 
earnest  requisition  of  the  Japanese  IVIinisters — could 
Avholly  mar  the  beauty  of  (he  country,  bright  and  fresh  in 
all  the  vernal  honours  of  spi-ing.  In  the  midst  of  death, 
and  alarms  of  massacre,  Avith  interludes  of  fires  and  earth- 
quakes, spring  Avas  smiling  upon  us.  J'he  peach  trees 
Avere  bui’sting  into  blossom,  and  the  air  each  day  A\ais 
becoming  more  genial.  What  strange  contrasts  and  dis- 
cordances betAveen  the  sunny  clime  and  beautiful  country, 
in  OA'er-vaiying  hue  and  form  as  far  as  the  e5'e  could  reach, 
and  the  deeds  Avhich  Avere  done  in  the  land!  On  the 
11th  of  March,  I find  it  noted,  in  a brief  diaiy  of  dates  and 
occurrences,  that  I Avent  to  the  American  Legation  to 
attend  the  first  Protestant  service  ev'er  performed  in  Yeddo. 
An  American  missionarj"  officiated,  and,  out  of  courtesy 
to  the  British  ^klinister,  I presume,  since  he  Avas  not 
an  Episcopalian  of  either  Church,  our  senice  Avas  read. 
The  members  of  the  tAAX  Legations,  and  the  American 
Consul  from  KanagaAA'a — nine  persons  in  all,  formed  the 
AAdiole  congregation  ; but  Avhere  ‘ tAvo  or  three  are  gathered 
together,’  Ave  are  assured  that  He  in  Avhose  name  they 
pray  Avill  be  Avith  them ; and  in  that  faith  we  met  in  this 
pagan  city,  teeming  Avith  hostile  elements  to  us  and  our 
faith.  We  had  no  chaplain  of  our  oaa’ii,  or  medical 
officer  either,  in  the  esUiblishment  as  originally  organised. 
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To  attend  a religious  service  of  any  kind,  therefore, 
formed  a sort  of  epocli  among  the  Legations.  It  would 
have  been  diflicidt  perhaps  to  find  a post  in  the  wliole 
range  of  diplomatic  or  consular  appointments  where  both 
were  more  likely  to  be  needed  in  extremis.  But  it  has 
well  been  said,  ‘ In  the  field  of  life  (in  diplomacy  as  in 
Avar)  there  must  occasionally  be  dangerous  work  to  do, 
and  somebody  must  do  it,  whatever  be  the  disadvantages 
of  position,  or  shortcomings  in  the  provision  made  by 
anticipation  to  meet  it.’ 
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CHAPTER  Xm 

MCRDEn  OF  THE  REGEKT  ON  HIS  WAY  TO  THE  TYCOON’S  PALACE 

NARRATIVE  OF  WHAT  TOOK  PLACE GENERAL  ALARM  AND  SENSE 

OF  INSECURITY THE  LEGATIONS  SURROLTiDED  RY  JAPANESE  GUARDS 

FOR  THEIR  PROTECTION  FROM  ATTACK  — THE  TIMES  OF  THE  GCELFS 

AND  GHIBELINES  RESUSCITATED SUBSEQUENT  ACTS  OF  THE  CON- 

SI'IRATORS,  AND  HOW  THEY  DISPOSED  OF  THE  REGENT’s  HEAD 

POPULAR  STORIES  AND  LEGENDS STORY  OF  THE  FORTY-SEVEN 

LONINS INFLUENCE  OF  SUCH  LITERATURE  AND  HERO  WORSHIP  ON 

THE  MORALITY  AND  ACTIONS  OF  THE  PEOPLE. 

The  rising  settlement  of  Yokohama  had  already  spread 
over  a considerable  area  — all,  indeed,  that  the 
foreign  merchants  on  the  spot  could  put  their  hands  upon 
was  occupied ; and  new  houses  of  substantial  character 
were  taking  the  place  of  the  flimsy  superstructures  which 
had  been  run  up  in  anticipation,  by  the  Japanese  authori- 
ties. The  actual  amount  of  business  done,  apart  from  the 
purchase  of  gold  kobangs,  wa.s  not  great ; and  yet  it  was 
much  larger  than  had  been  anticipated  by  many.  Some 
matters  connected  with  the  locations  and  the  custom- 
house administration  had  taken  me  to  the  spot,  on  a visit 
of  a few  days  to  II.M.’s  Consul  at  Kanawaga,  in  the  month 
of  March  ; and,  on  my  return  to  Yeddo,  the  first  news 
that  greeted  me  as  I entered  the  Legation  was  of  so 
stai’tling  and  incredible  a character,  that  I hesitated  to 
believe  what  was  told  me.  The  Gotairo,  or  Regent  of 
the  empire,  was  said  to  have  been  set  upon  and  assassi- 
nated in  broad  daylight,  on  his  way  to  the  palace — and 
this,  too,  not  a hundred  yards  from  his  own  gates,  and  in 
the  very  midst  of  a large  retinue  of  his  retainers ! I 
confess  I felt  all  the  more  indisposed  to  credit  the  in- 
telligence, that  I found  the  Japanese  officials  making  great 
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demonstrations  of  alarm,  and  wanting  to  quarter  half-a- 
dozen  armed  police  in  one  of  my  apartments  — ‘ for  my 
protection.’  But  concurrent  information  soon  left  no 
doubt,  that  some  bold  and  desperate  attempt  on  his  life 
had  been  made — Avhether  successfully  or  not,  it  was  impos- 
sible to  learn  with  certainty.  Some  said  he  liad  been  killed 
on  the  spot  and  his  head  carried  off ; others,  again,  and  all 
the  official  informant's,  said  he  was  alive,  and  had  only 
been  wounded.  Their  as.surances,  of  course,  went  for  very 
little — in  such  circumstances  especially  ! The}'  would 
simply  say  what  they  were  told  to  say ; and  it  is  a 
common  custom  in  Japan,  when  a sovereign  or  anyone 
high  in  authority  dies,  to  conceal  his  death  until  measures 
have  been  taken  to  instal  his  successor,  and,  in  the  mean- 
time, the  dead  man  is  merely  said  to  be  sick.  To  my 
inquiries  after  his  health,  and  offers  of  surgical  aid  from 
the  Legation,  the  Ministei*s  for  many  days  merely  returned 
civil  messages,  declining  the  assistance,  and  giving  bulletins 
of  his  health  infonning  me,  truly  enough  — that  ‘ he  was 
not  worse ! ’ The  real  facts  were  not  a.scertained,  with 
any  guarantee  of  fidelity  as  to  the  main  incidents,  until 
.some  time  later,  when  they  became  public  property 
as  it  were,  and  the  common  gossip  of  the  bath-houses 

— an  institution  of  Japan,  corre.sponding  to  the  cafe  in 
France.  As  the  whole  histor}',  from  the  beginning  to  the 
end,  is  of  great  interest,  and  highly  illustrative  of  the 
Jajianese  character  and  political  condition,  I will  relate  it 
in  a more  connected  form  than  it  reached  me, — and  witli 
all  the  corrections  supplied  by  later  acquired  knowledge, 

— not  only  of  the  tragic  event  itself,  but  of  the  political 
history  to  which  it  is  attached. 

Within  the  second  moated  circle  facing  the  bay,  the 
causeway  leads  over  a gentle  acclivity,  near  the  summit  of 
which,  lying  a little  backward,  is  an  imposing  gateway. 
Hanked  on  either  side  with  a range  of  buildings  which 
fonn  the  outer  screens  of  large  courtyiirds.  Over  the 
gates  in  copper  enamel  is  the  crest  of  the  noble  owner 
(an  orange  on  a branch  with  three  leaves),  the  Chief  of  the 
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house  of  Romono,  in  wliidi  is  vested  the  hereditary  oflice 
of  Eegent,  whenever  a minor  fdls  the  Tycoon’s  throne. 
From  the  commanding  position  of  tins  residence  a view 
is  obtained  of  a long  sweep  of  the  rampart,  and  about 
midway  the  descent  ends  in  a long  level  line  of  road.  Just 
at  this  point,  not  five  hundred  yards  distant,  is  one  of  the 
three  bridges  across  the  moat  which  leads  into  the  inner 
enclosure,  where  the  castle  of  the  Tycoon  is  situated.  It 
Avas  about  ten  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  March  24, 
Avhile  a storm  of  alternate  sleet  and  rain  swept  over  the 
exposed  road  and  open  space — olTering  little  inducement  to 
mere  idlers  to  be  abroad, — that  a train  was  seen  to  emerge 
from  the  gatcAvay  of  the  GoUiiro’s  I'esidence.  The  appear- 
ance of  the  coH(hje  Avas  sullicient  to  tell  those  familiar 
Avith  Japanese  habits  and  customs,  that  the  Eegent  him- 
self Avas  in  the  midst,  — on  his  Avay  to  the  palace,  Avhere 
his  daily  duties  called  him.  Although  the  numbers  Avere 
inconsiderable,  and  all  the  attendants  Avere  enveloped  in 
their  rain-])roof  cloaks  of  oiled  paper,  Avith  gi’eat  circular 
hats  of  basket  or  lacrpier  tied  to  their  head, — yet  the  tAvo 
standard-bearers  bore  aloft  at  the  end  of  their  sjiears  the 
black  tuft  of  feathers  distinctive  of  a Daimio,  and  always 
marking  his  presence.  A small  company  of  officers  and 
personal  attendants  Avalk  in  fi'ont  and  round  the  foremost 
norimon,  Avhile  a troop  of  inferior  office-beard's  folloAv, — 
gi'ooins  Avith  led  horses,  extra  norimon-bearers,  baggage 
porters  — for  no  officer,  much  less  a Daimio,  eA’er  leaves 
his  house  Avithout  a train  of  baggage ,-»—dnpty  or  full,  they 
are  essential  to  his  dignity.  Then  there  are  umbrella- 
bearers — and  the  servants  of  servants  along  the  line. 
The  cortege  sloAvly  Avound  its  Avay  doAvn  the  hill,  for  the 
roads  Avere  Avet  and  muddy  eA'en  on  this  high  ground  ; 
Avhile  the  bearers  Avere  blinded  Avith  the  drifting  sleet, 
AA'hich  Avas  carefully  excluded  only  from  the  norimons,  by 
closed  .screens.  Thus  suspended  in  a sort  of  cage,  jnst 
large  enough  to  permit  a man  to  sit  cross-legged,  the 
principal  personage  proceeded  on  his  Avay  to  the  palace, 
liittle,  it  Avould  seem,  did  either  he  or  his  men  dream  of 
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pos.-<ibIe  danger.  How  sliould  they,  indeed,  on  such  a spot, 
and  for  so  exalted  a per-sonage  ? No  augur  or  soothsayer, 
it  seems,  gave  warning  to  beware  of  the  ‘ Ides  of  March.’ 
And  Iko-mono-no-kami,  — had  he  no  secret  misgiving, — 
no  presentiment  of  impending  danger,  sucli  as  men 
devoted  to  destruction  are  believed  to  have  had  on  so 
many  occasions?  There  is  a Scottish  superstition,  that 
when  the  shadow  of  death  is  closing  round,  the  mighty 
one  is  permitted  to  touch  those  he  is  about  to  grasp,  so 
that,  unconsciously  to  themselves,  they  are  warned  to  make 
their  peace  with  men  before  departing  on  their  lonely 
road.  But  he  left  his  own  gateway,  having  but  a few  yards 
to  go  — the  foremost  man  in  the  realm  — surrounded  by 
his  own  people, — nothing  doubting,  nothing  fearing, — and 
before  his  bearers  could  set  foot  on  the  bridge,  the  vengeful 
steel  was  at  his  throat.  Death  stands  there  across  the 
path,  a fatal  mandate  in  his  grasp  ; but  still  the  procession 
moves  on  in  careless  case.  The  edge  of  the  moat  is 
gained.  A still  larger  cortege  of  the  Prince  of  Kiusiu, 
one  of  the  royal  brothers,  was  already  on  the  bridge  and 
passing  tiirough  the  gate  on  the  opposite  side, — while 
coming  up  from  the  causeway  at  a few  paces  distant,  was 
the  retinue  of  a second  of  these  brothers,  the  Prince  of 
Owari.  The  Gotairo  was  thus  between  them  at  the  foot 
of  the  bridge,  in  the  open  space  formed  by  the  meeting  of 
a broad  street,  which  debouches  on  the  bridge.  A few 
strnggling  groups,  enveloped  in  their  oil-paper  cloaks 
alone  were  near,  when  suddenly  one  of  these  seeming 
idlers  flung  himself  across  the  line  of  march,  immediately 
in  front  of  the  Eegent’s  norimon.  The  officers  of  his 
household,  whose  j)lace  is  on  each  side  of  him,  rushed 
forward  at  this  unprecedented  intcrniption  — a fatal 
move,  which  had  evidently  been  anticipated,  for  their 
place  wius  instJintly  filled  with  armed  men  in  coats  of  mail 
who  seemed  to  have  spning  from  the  earth  — a compact 
band  of  some  eighteen  or  twenty  men.  With  flashing 
swords  and  frightful  yells,  blows  were  .struck  at  all  around, 
the  lightest  of  which  se%mred  men’s  hands  from  the  poles 
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of  tlie  norimon,  and  cut  down  tlio.se  who  did  not  flee. 
Brief  and  deadly  wa.s  the  stmggle.  The  uidiappy  officers 
and  attendants,  thus  taken  by  surprise,  were  hampered 
with  their  rain  gear  — and  many  fell  before  they  could 
draw  a sword  to  defend  either  themselves  or  their  lord. 
A few  seconds  must  have  done  the  work  — so  more  than 
one  looker-on  declared ; and  before  any  thought  of  rescue 
seemed  to  have  come  to  the  attendants  and  escorts  of  the 
two  other  Princes,  both  very  near  — if  indeed  they  were 
total  strangers  to  what  was  passing — one  of  the  band  was 
seen  to  dash  along  the  causeway  irith  a gory  trophy  in 
his  hand.  Many  had  fallen  in  the  melee,  on  both  sides. 
Two  of  the  assailants  who  were  badly  wounded,  finding 
escape  impossible,  it  is  said,  stopped  in  their  flight,  and 
deliberately  performed  the  Ilara-Kiru,  to  the  edification 
of  their  pursuers  — for  it  seems  to  be  the  law  (so  sacred 
is  the  rite  or  right,  whichever  may  be  the  proper  reading), 
that  no  one  may  be  interrupted  even  for  the  ends  of 
justice.  These  are  held  to  be  sufficiently  secured  by  the 
self-immolation  of  the  criminal,  however  heinous  the 
oflence  — and  it  is  a privilege  to  be  denied  to  no  one  en- 
titled to  wear  two  swords ! Other  accounts  say  that  their 
companions,  as  a last  act  of  friendshij),  despatched  the 
wounded,  to  prevent  them  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  tor- 
turer— and  revealing  what  they  knew.  Eight  of  the  assail- 
ants were  unaccounted  for  when  all  was  over; — and  many 
of  tlie  retinue  were  stretched  on  the  ground  wounded  and 
dying  by  the  side  of  those  who  had  made  the  murderous 
onslaught.  The  remnant  of  the  Eegent’s  people,  released 
from  their  deadly  struggle,  turned  to  the  norimon  to  see 
how  it  had  fared  with  their  master  in  the  brief  interval, 

— to  find  only  a headless  trunk  ! The  bleeding  trophy 
carried  awa}'  was  supposed  to  have  been  the  head  of  the 
Gotalro  himself,  hacked  off  on  the  spot.  But  strangest 
of  all  these  startling  incidents,  it  is  ftirther  related  that 
two  heads  were  found  missing,  and  that  which  was  seen  in 
the  fiigitive’s  hand  was  only  a lure  to  the  pursuing  party 

— while  the  true  trophy  had  been  secreted  on  the  person 
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of  another,  and  was  thus  successfully  carried  off,  though 
the  decoy  paid  the  penalty  of  his  life.  After  leading  tlie 
cha.se  through  a first  gateway  down  the  road,  and  dashing 
past  the  useless  guard,  he  was  finally  overtaken  and  slain  ; 
the  end  for  which  he  had  devoted  himself  having,  however, 
been  accomplished.  Whether  this  be  merely  a popular 
veraion  or  the  simple  truth,  it  serves  to  prove  what  is 
believed  to  be  a likely  couree  of  action ; and  how  ready 
desperate  men  are,  in  Japan,  to  sacrifice  their  lives  deliber- 
ately in  a feud  — their  own,  or  their  chief’s.  The  officer 
in  command  of  the  gate  who  had  allowed  Ids  post  to 
be  forced,  was  ordered  the  uc.Nt  day  to  jierform  the 
llara-Kiru  on  the  spot.  All  Yeddo  was  thrown  into 
commotion.  The  ward-gates  were  closed : the  whole 
machinery  of  the  Government  in  spies,  police,  and  soldiers, 
was  put  in  motion,  — and  in  a few  days  it  was  generally 
believed  that  the  whole  of  the  mi.<sing  assassins  were  ar- 
rested, and  in  the  hands  of  the  torturer ; although  this 
subsequently  was  denied  by  the  Ministei’s  — and  the  non- 
apprehension of  the  murderers  was  quoted  as  a justifica- 
tion, for  similar  want  of  success  in  tracing  the  several 
parties  engaged  in  the  as-sassination  of  foreigners.  What 
revelations  were  wrung  from  them,  or  whether  they  were 
enabled  to  resist  the  utmost  strain  that  could  be  put  on 
quivering  flesli  and  nerve,  remains  shrouded  in  m3’.stery. 
The  oflicei’s  of  the  Govermnent  intimated  at  the  Legation 
that  they  had  revealed  all,  confessing  they  were  in  the 
service  of  the  rrince  of  Mito  — but  the  popular  version, 
as  shown  in  an  ingenious  rebus,  was  more  heroic.  The 
Chinese  characters  representing  the  Goro(jio  (Council  of 
Ministers)  was  circulated,  omitting  certain  portions  — 
Avhich  taken  sejiaratelj^  signify  a mouth  — and  the  whole 
was  made  to  signify  that  the  answei’s  and  heroism  of  the 
tortured  men  — had  clo.sed  the  mouths  of  the  Council. 

Thus,  in  broad  daylight,  witlun  sight  of  his  own  house, 
and  close  to  the  Tycoon’s  residence,  the  next  highest  per- 
sonage in  the  realm,  by  office, — Wixs  slain  by  a small  band 
of  determined  men,  retainers  of  a member  of  the  reigning 


Digitized  by  Googl 


Chap.  XVII. 


FEUDAL  TIMES  REVIVED. 


353 


House,  who  had  thus  devoted  themselves  with  a kind  of 
chivalrj'  — and  ecrtainly  with  no  ordinary  courage,  to 
avenge  tlie  wrongs  of  their  Chief.  The  Prince  hiin.self, 
subsequently,  with  such  followers  as  he  could  get  together, 
was  reported  to  have  escaped  from  snr%  eillance,  — and, 
raising  the  standard  of  revolt  within  his  own  territories, 
which  had  been  transferred  to  his  son,  to  have  seized  a 
castle  in  a commanding  position.  This  was  held  by  one 
of  the  Tycoon’s  high  officers,  whom  the  Prince  beheaded 
without  scruple,  and  then  bid  defiance  to  all  enemies  and 
the  ruling  power ! "Wliether  this  was  the  commencement 
of  a cinl  war,  or  merely  the  outbreak  of  a faction-feud 
between  the  chiefs  of  two  rival  houses,  which  would  end 
in  the  destruction  of  one  or  both,  seemed  for  some  time 
doubtful.  The  danger  of  any  general  conflict,  however, 
whatever  it  may  have  been,  appeared  to  have  passed  away 
in  the  cour.se  of  the  succeeding  months. 

It  is  difficult  to  determine  whether  the  boldness  of  the 
attack,  its  ruthlessness,  or  its  prompt  and  sure  succe.ss, 
under  such  circumstances,  were  most  remarkable.  They 
can  hardly  be  regarded  as  common  assiussins,  for  it  was  an 
act  of  self-devotion  on  their  part.  They  had  nothing  to 
gain,  and  no  personal  quarrel  to  avenge.  Death  on  the 
spot,  or  a more  tardy  end,  after  going  through  the  ex- 
tremity of  torture,  was  sure  — and  escape  all  but  an  im- 
po.ssibility  for  any.  It  carries  the  mind  back  to  the  feudal 
times  of  Europe,  when  the  streets  and  thoroughfares  of 
every  capiUil  were  st:enes  of  daily  bloodshed  and  murder ; 
when  Guclfs  and  Ghibclines  fought  and  slew  each  other 
whenever  they  met,  or  an  ambuscade  could  rid  them  of 
an  enemy. 

Certainly  this  picture  is  veiy  unlike  any  we  have  here- 
tofore been  presented  with,  either  by  painstaking  Koempfer 
and  Thunberg  in  past  generations,  or  hasty  visitors  since. 
Those  writei's  who,  on  the  strength  of  a supeiTicial  obser- 
vation or  a flying  visit  to  Nagasaki,  have  led  the  credulous 
public  in  Europe  and  America  to  believe  that  the  triumph 
of  European  civilisation  in  Japan  is  already  secure ; and 
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that  tlie  Japanese  government  is  promoting  it, — ^must  have 
been  strangely  deluclecl ! As  to  progress  and  advance  in 
the  path  of  civilisation,  the  papem  laid  before  Parhament 
at  this  period,  in  which  I passed  in  review  the  progress 
made  in  the  previous  six  months,  — the  first  after  the 
opening  of  the  ports  under  treaties  in  July  last,  — must 
have  given  a very  different  impre-ssion.  The  Foreign  Ee- 
presentatives  in  the  capital  found  so  little  disposition  on 
the  part  of  the  ruling  powers  to  give  a liberal  inteqiretatiou 
to  the  treaties,  that  ever  since  their  an’ival  at  Yeddo,  they 
had  been  chiefly  occupied,  as  the  reader  will  have  seen,  in 
resisting,  and  protesting  against  continual  and  systematic 
violations  of  aU  the  more  essential  provisions  of  treaties.  As 
to  the  alleged  ‘ eagerness  of  the  Japanese  to  learn,’ — before 
schools  could  benefit  them  there  must  be  permission  for 
them  to  attend.  Every  European  lives  to  this  day  in  a sort 
of  moral  quarantine — at  the  capital  more  especially ; and 
no  Japanese  above  the  rank  of  a servant  or  a coolie,  who 
is  not  officially  employed  about  them  by  the  Government, 
may  hold  any  communication  with  them.  The  American 
Minister  was  even  told  so,  when  expressing  a desire  to 
see  some  officer  of  rank,  whom  he  had  known  when  the 
latter  had  been  in  office  before.  At  Kanagawa,  some 
American  missionaries  having  arrived  with  their  families, 
and  desiring  to  engage  one  or  two  female  servants,  were 
told  without  any  circumlocution  by  the  officials,  that  they 
must  send  to  a huge  brothel,  erected  at  the  neighbouring 
settlement  of  Yokohama,  and  pay  an  exorbitant  rate, 
one  half  of  which  goes  to  the  Government  — it  being  the 
law  of  Japan  that  none  but  this  class  of  females  shall 
serve  foreigners  ! This  was  not  liberal  — or  very  agree- 
able — neither  was  it  according  to  treaty.  As  to  the  rail- 
ways and  steam  communication  (Avhich  about  this  time 
I saw  it  asserted  in  some  of  the  public  journals  were  con- 
templated) one  fact  is  worth  a page  of  suppositions.  A 
very  few  months  after  [)orts  were  opened  under  treaty,  a 
fairly  liberal  offer  was  made  by  the  agent  of  a fine  steamer 
to  keep  iq)  a monthly  communication  between  Yeddo, 
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Nagfi-saki,  and  Shanghae,  carrjdng  freight,  treasure,  and 
despatches,  if  required  for  the  Government,  for  the  .supply 
of  300  ton.s  of  Japanese  coal  each  voyage ; — and  it  was 
refused,  without  ap[)arently  a second  thought  as  to  the 
advanUiges  of  .such  regular  and  rapid  communication, 
either  between  theii'  own  ports  or  with  those  of  China. 
Indeed  to  them, — with  their  policy  and  views  of  political 
economy,  — it  would  obviously  be  considered  anything 
but  an  advantage. 

The  murder  of  Ikomono-no-kami  threw  a shadow  over 
the  capital, — a shadow  of  doubt,  and  uneasy  anticipation 
of  farther  troubles.  All  the  wards  of  the  city  were  kept 
closed  for  two  days,  and  for  some  con.siderable  time  after- 
wards were  carefully  guarded  at  night.  Ostensibly  the 
object  was  to  prevent  the  escape  of  the  survivors  of  the 
band ; but  in  reahty,  I believe,  they  were  precautionary 
mejisures  against  any  farther  attack  upon  the  members  of 
the  Tycoon’s  govcnmient  by  bodies  of  armed  men.  The 
lA?gations  were  filled  with  troops,  contingents  of  certain 
Daimios  held  bound  to  supply  them  by  feudal  tenure, 
— to  which  w'ere  added  for  our  greater  .security  some  of 
the  Tycoon’s  bodyguard.  It  was  apparently  thought  the 
Foreign  Legations  might  be  the  next  object  of  attack — not 
so  much  from  hostility  to  them.,  as  with  a view  of  in- 
volving the  existing  Government,  and  bringing  on  a 
conflict  with  Foreign  Powers.  The  position  both  of  the 
Government  and  the  Foreign  Eepresentatives  seemed  very 
critical ; and  no  one  in  the  Legations  could  form  any  very 
certain  estimate  of  the  real  amomit  of  danger  to  both ; 
for  the  Jai)anese  Council  of  State,  true  to  their  habitual 
policy,  declined  furnishing  any  data  upon  which  a judge- 
ment could  be  formed.  They  contented  themselves  with 
measures  of  precaution  and  defence.  Field-pieces  were 
placed  in  the  courtyards  of  the  several  Legations,  and  the 
Ministers  were  urgently  requested  to  abstain  for  a time 
from  going  outside ! As  past  experience  had  .shown 
any  pretext  was  good,  with  a view  to  the  limitation 
and  curtailment  of  the  privileges  of  the  Legations — even 
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tlie  very  liarraless  one  of  riding  through  the  city,  or  into 
the  surrounding  country  for  exercise,  as  was  iny  daily 
liabit — this  alone  tended  to  throw  some  doubt  over  the 
whole  of  their  proceedings,  and  left  all  the  foreign  dij)lo- 
matic  agents  in  a veiy  unpleasant  state  of  suspense  and 
uncertainty.  As  far  as  the  British  Legation  was  concerned, 
I felt  bound  to  refuse  constituting  myself  a sort  of  State 
prisoner  within  the  gates  of  my  own  residence,  — and  I 
look  mj'  rides  as  usual,  accompanied,  at  the  earnest 
entreaty  of  the  Japanese  Ministers,  by  a few  mounted 
yaconius, — a veiy  useless  appeiuhige,  if  any  real  danger 
was  to  be  apprehended,  — as  I had  very  soon  occasion  to 
remark,  and  distinctly  told  the  Ministers  — giving  my 
grounds  for  arriving  at  the  conclusion. 

Some  very  curious  details  respecting  the  conspiratore 
who  had  leagued  together  to  slay  the  Regent,  and  their 
subsequent  acts,  reached  me  long  after  this  period  ; and 
as  they  are  highly  illustrative  of  the  customs  and  tradi- 
tions of  the  Japanese,  and  tend  to  throw  some  new  light 
on  their  present  political  condition,  — I cannot  do  b(;tter 
than  close  this  chapter  with  their  recital. 

Of  the  as.sassination  of  the  Tycoon  on  the  throne,  when 
Commodore  Perry’s  expedition  first  arrived  in  the  Bay  of 
Yeddo  in  1853,  some  account  has  already  been  given  in 
a preceding  chapter ; and  so  far  back  this  tragic  history 
may  be  ea.sily  traced  by  very  Uingible  links  of  connection. 
When  his  son  Menamotto  Yesada  was  gathered  to  his 
fathers,  after  the  signature  of  the  second  American  treaty 
negotiated  by  Mr.  Harris  in  1858  — with  or  ‘ without  the 
aid  of  metheine,’  according  to  the  odd  phraseology  of 
the  Japanese  in  similar  cases  (though  there  is  a popular 
conviction  that  he  had  the  aid  of  medicine,  of  the  most 
ellective  kind),  and  a minor  of  the  royal  house  of 
Kiusiu  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacant  place,  Ikomono- 
no-kami  became  Regent  by  hereditary  right.  And,  it  may 
faiily  be  presumed,  he  had  not  been  without  influence  in 
an  election  by  the  great  Council  of  Daimios,  which,  while 
it  excluded  tlie  house  of  Mito  — father  and  son  both  of 
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mature  age  — ^nrtually  placed  the  executive  power  of  the 
realm  iii  his  hands.  But  the  reader  knows  this  was  not 
the  only  grievance,  real  or  fancied,  of  the  Prince  of  Mito 
— then  an  old  man  of  si.xty  — against  the  Ecgent.  He 
was  uccusckI  by  the  latter  of  the  murder  of  the  hist 
Tycoon,  Mina  Motto  Yesado,  by  poison ; and  on  the 
strength  of  it  had  him  banished  to  his  territories,  as  a 
temporary  measure,  under  promise  of  sjieedy  release. 
So  far  from  this,  one  of  the  first  acts  of  the  Council, 
under  the  regency  of  Ikomono-no-kami,  was  to  depose 
him  from  his  princip.ality  in  favour  of  his  son,  and  to  pass  a 
sentence  of  perpetual  banishment  from  the  capital.  Hence 
the  plot  of  Mito’s  followers  to  avenge  tlieir  Prince  for  this 
double  act  of  treachery  — and,  if  there  be  any  truth  in 
the  popular  version,  more  devoted  or  determined  ad- 
herents no  prince  in  the  feudal  ages  of  Europe  could  ever 
boast.  The  head  of  the  Regent  is  said  to  have  been  got 
safely  out  of  Yeddo,  and  presented  to  the  Prince  their 
master,  who  spat  upon  it  with  maledictions,  as  the  head 
of  his  greatest  enemy.  It  was  then  carried  to  Miaco,  the 
capital  of  the  Mikado,  and  there  exjxised  at  a place  of 
execution  in  that  city  especially  destined  for  princes  con- 
demned to  be  executed — Sidio  onaijaicara  ’ it  is  called, 
and  over  it  was  placed  a placard  ‘ This  is  the  head  of  a 
traitor  who  has  violated  the  most  sacred  laws  of  Japan — 
those  which  forbid  the  admission  of  foreignei-s  into  the 
country.’  After  two  hours  of  exposure,  the  same  mtrepid 
followere  are  said  to  have  brought  it  away;  and  in  the 
night  to  have  cast  it  over  the  wall  into  the  court  of  Iko- 
mono’s  palace  at  Yeddo,  from  whence  he  had  sallied  out 
in  pride  and  power  on  the  morning  of  his  death. 

A strange  history  — strange  if  true,  and  scarcely  less  so 
if  invented.  Not  less  but  more  illustrative,  perhaps,  in  the 
latter  case,  of  the  jiopular  idea  of  heroism  and  poetic  j ustice, 
as  these  are,  moreover,  exemphfied  in  a hundred  legends 
and  traditions,  which  form  the  staple  of  their  theatrical 
pieces,  their  picture-books,  and  their  popular  tales.  One  of 
the  most  celebrated  of  these,  is  a story  of  a small  Daimio, 
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who,  having  a feud  in  past  times  with  one  of  tlie  Tycoon’s 
Council  of  State,  determined  to  avenge  himself  by 
slaying  his  enemy  when  he  met  him  in  the  palace.  He 
made  the  attempt  and  failed,  inflicting  only  a slight  woimd, 
— some  of  the  attendants  having  seizetl  liim  from  beliind 
as  he  was  aiming  his  blow.  Foiled  in  his  object,  he  re- 
turned to  his  house  ; and  having  collected  his  officers  and 
retainers  about  him,  and  made  his  preparations  for  the 
ceremony  of  disembowelhng  himself,  he  dehberately  per- 
fonned  the  operation  in  their  presence  ; and  then,  handing 
the  short  sword  covered  with  his  blood  to  his  secretaiy, 
he  laid  his  dying  injtmctions  upon  him,  as  his  liege  lord, 
with  that  veiy  -wcapou  to  take  the  Ufe  of  his  enemy. 
The  latter,  being  freed  from  his  antagonist,  seized  upon 
tlic  house  and  property  of  the  deceased  Baimio,  and 
turned  out  aU  his  faithful  servitors.  These,  to  the  number 
of  forty-seven,  became  Lonins,  under  the  command  of  the 
secretary  — all  bound  together  by  an  oath  to  accomplish 
the  destruction  of  their  master’s  enemy!  Accordingly, 
choosing  their  time,  tliey  stormed  his  castle  during  the 
night,  when  they  knew  he  was  inside,  and  entered  into  a 
terrible  conflict  wdth  all  his  retainers,  to  the  number  of  some 
three  hundred;  and  such  was  their  valom' and  heroism  that 
they  finally  vanquished  them,  and  immediately  proceeded 
to  search  for  their  chief  victim.  lie  was  concealed  hi  a 
secret  recess,  between  two  rooms,  with  one  of  his  friends  ; 
but  they  had  obtained  information  of  the  existence  of 
such  a hiding-place,  and  one  of  them  thrust  a spear 
through  the  partition.  The  blade  wounded  the  Daimio, 
but  not  in  a vital  part ; and  as  it  was  drawn  out  he  took 
care  to  wdpe  it  with  his  sleeve,  so  that  on  examining  it  and 
seeing  no  mark  of  blood,  — they  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  no  one  w'as  there,  and  that  he  had  escaped  their 
vengeance.  Nothing  then  remained  but  an  act  of  self- 
immolation  ; and  strip[)ing  off  their  armour  and  dress, 
they  were  just  in  the  act  of  performing  the  Ilara-Kiru, 
wheu  a stilled  cough  reached  their  ears  from  the 
very  hiding-place  they  had  jiierced  in  a vain  search. 
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Satisfied  now  that  their  enemy  was  still  in  tlieir  grasp,  they 
sprimg  to  their  feet  — tore  down  the  walls,  and  dnigged 
him  and  his  friend  out ; when  the  secretary,  with  the  veiy 
sword  received  from  his  dying  chief,  struck  off  both  their 
heads.  Their  vengeance  thus  satisfied,  and  not  a living 
being  remaining  to  be  slain,  they  then  performed  the  dis- 
embowelling with  the  greatest  heroism  and  comj)lacency. 
They  were  all  buried  in  one  cemetery  in  Yeddo,  which  was 
pointed  out  to  me,  and  they  live  to  this  day  in  the  hearts 
of  all  brave  and  loyal  men  in  Japan  as  t}’i)cs  of  tnie 
heroism  ! As  this  story  was  recited  to  me,  I could  not 
help  reflecting  on  what  must  be  the  influence  of  such  a 
})ojnilar  literature  and  history  upon  the  character,  as  well 
as  the  habits  of  thotight  and  action  of  a nation.  When 
children  listen  to  such  fragments  of  their  histoiy  or 
popular  tales ; and,  as  they  grow  up,  hear  their  elders 
praise  the  valour  and  lieroism  of  such  servitoi's  ; and  see 
them  go  at  stated  periods  to  pay  honour  to  their  graves 
centuries  after  the  deed — and  such  is  the  fact — it  is  quite 
obvious  this  general  talk  and  unhesitating  approval  of  what 
with  us,  perhaps,  would  be  considered  great  crimes  — may 
have  very  subtle  and  curious  bearings  on  the  general  ch.a- 
racter  and  moral  training  of  the  people.  What  its  exact 
influence  may  be  we  cannot  detennine,  perhaps  ; but  that 
it  is  deep  and  all-pervading,  affecting  their  general  estimate 
of  all  deeds  of  hke  character, — whether  it  be  the  slajdng 
of  a Eegent  or  the  massacre  of  a Foreign  Legation,  — is 
ver}"  certain,  and  presents  a state  of  things  well  worthy 
of  serious  consideration. 
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STRAY  LEAVES  FROM  A JOURNAL  THOUGHTS  DISCURSIVE  AND 

RETROSPECTIVE  ON  JAPANESE  RELATIONS SPECULATIONS  ON  THE 

FUTURE TRADE  RETURNS  AND  GENERAL  RESULTS RETROSI-ECT 

OF  THE  FIRST  TWELVE  MONTHS  AFTER  THE  OPENING  OF  THE  PORTS 
BY  TREATY THE  GAIN  AND  THE  LOSS  SUMMED  UP. 

rPIIE  succeeding  three  months,  from  April  to  June,  in 
X this  year,  offered  little  that  was  eitlier  striking  or 
novel  to  record.  News|>aj)er  writers  in  search  of  ‘ sensa- 
tion articles,’  had  there  been  any  such  in  Japan,  would 
have  been  in  sad  dearth  of  materiids.  The  usual  number 
of  earthquakes  and  fires  only,  and  not  a single  case  of 
slaughter  or  assassination  ! A year  had  now  passed  and 
gone,since  II.M.S. ‘ iSampson  ’ steamed  up  thel’ay  of  Yeddo, 
freighted  vvitli  our  Diplomatic  and  Consular  establishments 
in  Japan.  What  had  been  the  progi'ess  made — the  gain 
and  the  loss  on  the  fimt  twelve  months  of  effort,  diplo- 
matic and  commercial  ? 

The  first  anniversarj'  of  the  day  of  arrival  — not  likelj^ 
to  be  forgotten  in  such  isolation — found  me  in  the  temple 
where  I had  fii’st  taken  up  my  residence  pending  the 
selection  of  a permanent  site  for  building,  and  the  erection 
of  a Legation.  It  was  near  the  end  of  June,  in  1800 ; 
and,  as  I sat  musing  over  the  past  and  the  future,  my 
thoughts  dwelt  long  and  anxiously  on  our  prospects  in 
Japan  ; — and  the  course  which  foreign  relations  seemed 
likely  to  take.  The  future  of  Japan  itself,  and  its  con- 
tented, industrious,  and  teeming  population,  entered 
largely  into  my  speculations. 

It  was  a wild  night.  The  great  trees,  which  form  a 
noble  screen  of  evergreens  on  the  garden  side  of  the 
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temple,  and  serve  to  shut  out  tlie  rays  of  the  western 
sun  as  it  descends,  were  swaying  to  and  fro  hke  the 
masts  of  a storm-tossed  ship  at  sea ; — while  the  wind  came 
rushing  through  their  branches  in  gusts  that  shook  the 
building  itself.  When  these  intermitted,  the  loud  plash- 
ing of  the  rain,  as  it  fell  in  torrents  from  the  eaves,  and 
beat  against  the  casements,  in  spite  of  a projecting  ve- 
randah, made  a dismal  sort  of  accompaniment.  It  was 
the  wind-up  of  the  wet  season,  which,  with  frequent 
breaks,  had  lasted  two  months.  ‘Two  months!’  I men- 
tidly  exclaimed,  as  the  thought  crossed  me ; and  I turned 
mechanically  to  a book  labelled — with  questionable  accu- 
racy, so  far  as  any  use  I made  of  it  was  concerned — 
‘ Diaiy,’  to  satisfy  myself  that  my  imagination  had  not 
made  a shorter  period  fill  that  space.  1 found  it  was  nearly 
that  time  since  anyentry  had  been  made — of  date,  thought, 
or  fact.  Time,  which  seemed  to  ‘ drag  its  slow  length 
along’  so  wearily  day  by  day,  had  nevertlieless,  with  an 
even  and  stealthy  pace,  glided  on  almost  imperceptibly — 
filching  dear  life  away  by  inches.  Dear  life ! what  could 
make  it  .so,  in  such  an  exile  as  this — in  total  isolation, 
under  sentence  of  banishment  without  any  delinite  term, — 
utter  banishment  from  all  that  enters  into  and  constitutes 
existence  in  a civilised  country  ? The  ringing  laugh  of 
merry  childhood — the  soft  voice  and  familiar  tones  of 
woman — the  interchange  of  ideas  and  intellectual  inter- 
couree,  continually  fed  by  new  materials  for  thought — all 
were  wanting,  as  absolutely  as  though  an  evil  destiny  had 
cti-st  me  in  a clearing  in  the  backwoods  of  Canada  or 
Texas ! Shut  up  in  this  great  heathen  city — a verj-  wil- 
derness of  men  and  women,  as  I have  already  styled  it, 
semi-civilised  Asiatics  of  a strange  type — with  two  or 
three  juniors  and  fellow  victims  only  for  companions, 
what  could  be  more  dispiriting  or  more  fo-ssilisinff  ? A 
very  few  months  suffice  to  enable  half-a-dozen  people, 
even  with  well-stocked  brains,  to  travel  over  each  other’s 
minds ; and  to  do  it  so  often  in  eveiy  sense,  as  Johnson 
once  feelingly  complained  when  restricted  for  a few  weeks 
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only  to  such  a narrow  range  and  spare  diet,  that  nothing 
new  remains  to  be  discovered — nothing  from  ‘ Dan  to 
Beei'sheba.’  The  monotony  of 

a twice-told  tale, 

Vexing  the  dull  ear  of  a drowsy  man, 

is  hveliness  itself,  to  a tale  or  a remark  heard  twenty 
time.s  over — the  same,  or  another  so  like,  that  the  im- 
pression is  identical. 

Men  in  active  hfe, — after  time  has  scattered  grey  hairs 
on  their  track, — may  wnte  of  their  thoughts,  if  they  have 
any,  but  seldom  journahse  their  feelings;  unless  they  htive 
a great  deal  of  spare  time  on  their  hands  and  little  to 
occupy  their  minds.  Yet,  if  anything  in  the  outward 
conditions  of  an  existence  could  drive  the  tide  backward 
to  the  heart,  and  keep  thought  fast  chained  in  a work 
of  introspection,  it  would  surely  be  such  a hfe  as  I now 
led  in  the  capital  of  the  Tycoon ! In  the  endeavour 
to  escape  from  the  too  painful  consciousness  of  the  sub- 
jective ‘■me'  with  a pre.sent  so  full  of  weariness,  and  a 
future  so  void  of  hope, — I took  up  ‘Edthen,’  to  try  and 
lose,  in  the  freshness  and  quiet  humour  of  its  author,  all 
that  was  so  stale,  flat,  and  unprofitable  about  myself. 
Even  in  describing  scenes,  which  we  have  either  tra- 
velled over  in  person  or  vicariously  in  the  thousand 
and  one  writers  of  ‘narratives’  and  ‘diaries’ — from 
Lady  Wortley  Montagu  or  ‘ Anasta.sius  ’ Hope,  to  War- 
burton  and  Miss  Martineau — leai’ned  in  the  Pharaohs 
— how  pleasantly  still  he  beguiles  you!  How  gi’ateful 
we  feel  for  his  consideration  in  sparing  us  all  scraps 
of  other  people’s  learning  or  dullness  — dissertations  on 
antiquities  only  interesting  on  the  spot ; and  columns 
of  statistics  which  nobody  can  check,  or  would  care  to 
take  the  trouble  of  scrutinising  if  they  could — content- 
ing himself  and  his  reader,  with  slight  allusions  and 
incidental  references  oidy.  But,  after  a short  time, 
even  this  resource  failed  on  the  present  occasion.  The 
wind  continued  its  weird  incantations  among  the  branches 


Digitized  by  Google 


Chap.  XVIII. 


LEAVES  OF  A JOURNAL. 


8G3 


of  the  trees;  and,  in  a feeling  of  desperation,  drawing  the 
neglected  diary  to  me,  I sjit  down  and  wrote,  far  into  the 
night, — as  the  only  way  of  laying  the  ghosts  of  things 
Japanese,  past,  present,  and  future,  which  would  not  be 
chased  away  by  any  less  potent  .spell. 

As  I turned  over  the  pages  not  long  ago,  seeking, — or 
rather  taking  a mental  inventory"  of  the  materials  which 
had  been  insensibly  accumulating  ever  since  my  arrival 
‘ in  the  country, — I came  upon  this  night’s  work,  long  cast 
aside  and  forgotten.  I found,  in  glancing  over  them,  that 
they  supplied  a better  and  more  vivid  picture  of  my 
Japanese  life  at  this  period,  in  all  its  most  characteristic 
features,  than  I could  attempt  to  reproduce.  And,  as  one 
object  in  this  narrative  of  my  residence  in  Japan,  is  to 
give  such  glimpses  of  the  people  and  their  rulers  among 
whom  my  lot  was  cast,  as  flitted  before  my  eyes,  hke  dis- 
solving views, — day  after  day ; and  so  aflbrd  to  those  who 
have  never  been  in  the  country  a faithfid  report  of  my 
own  impressions,  photographed  at  the  moment,  under  an 
eastern  sky, — I cannot  do  better  than  give  the  fragment  as 
it  was  WTitten,  while  the  mind  was  in  the  sensitive  state 
which  best  fits  it  to  receive  and  perpetuate  a sharp  and 
well-defined  image  of  the  objects  brought  within  its  field. 
If  it  answers  no  other  or  better  purpose,  it  will  at  lesist 
supply  the  Eetrospect  it  was  my  desire  to  give  at  this 
stage; — and  afford  a sort  of  halting-place,  from  whence  we 
may  look  back  upon  the  country  travelled  over,  and  take 
a glance  at  the  road  which  hes  stretched  before  us,  to  a 
yet  distant  horizon.  If  somewhat  meditative  and  discur- 
sive, local  colouring  and  fidelity  of  detail  may  make  up 
for  a certain  diffusiveness,  and  give  to  a slight  sketch 
from  nature  a merit  often  wanting  in  a more  studied 
picture.  With  this  apology  I venture  to  transfer,  without 
material  change  or  emendation,  the  following 

STRAY  LEAVES  FROM  A JOURNAL. 

‘A  wdde  gap  there  would  be  to  fill  up  if  this  were 
really  intended  to  be  a daily  journal  or  record,  which  it 
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is  not,  and  never  will  bo.  There  is  so  much  in  life,  in 
all  we  .say  and  do  and  feel,  to  say  nothing  of  all  we 
think,  which  woidd  be  tedious  if  written  down — often 
tedious  and  wearisome  enough  in  the  acting,  but  doubly 
so  in  the  recording,  and  useless  withal ! It  is  related  of 
a once  celebrated  physician  — Dr.  Fordyce,  I think  — 
that  he  was  remarkable,  among  other  tilings,  for  an 
astonishing  memoiy  for  details ; and  the  fidelity  and 
minuteness  with  which  he  could  recall,  after  the  lapse  of 
any  number  of  years,  the  occurrences  of  any  given  day 
of  his  life,  even  in  the  most  trivial  things.  And  it  is  said 
he  owed  this  entirely  to  a discipline  he  voluntarily  im- 
posed upon  himself  in  youth, — never  to  go  to  bed  until  he 
had  recapitulated  to  himself  every  word  and  incident  of 
the  day, — beginning  with  the  order  in  which  he  puUed  his 
stockings  on,  and  so  throughout  the  day  to  the  end,  not 
forgetting  the  dishes  on  the  table  at  dinner!  I remember 
being  stnick,  when  I heard  it,  young  as  I then  was,  with 
the  feeling  — that  not  even  the  raemoiy  or  the  gift  of  a 
Mezzofiinti  would  be  worth  purchasing  at  such  a price  as 
the  intolerable  penance  of  living  all  one’s  life  twice  over, — 
in  its  trivialities  and  its  boredom,  as  well  as  its  pleasant 
scenes ! But,  if  I thought  so  then,  when  fife  had  much  of 
novelty  in  store,  and  freshness  too ; what  would  be  my  feel- 
ings if  any  malevolent  spirit  were  to  threaten  me  with  such  a 
burden  now — here  in  Yeddo  ! A thousand  things  must 
be  said  and  done  every  day — needful  for  the  time,  doubt- 
less ; but,  having  once  served  their  generation,  like  the 
jiatriarchs  of  old,  and  pa.ssed  away, — it  would  be  a vile 
proceeding  to  call  them  from  their  graves  and  make  them 
walk  this  earth  again.  Doubtless  many  incidents  and 
occurrences  are  daily  taking  place  among  us  which  seem 
tri\hal  at  the  time ; though  their  influence  ujion  ourselves, 
and  upon  many  others,  may  extend  through  all  time. 
Indeed,  in  one  sense,  nothing  that  happens  is  without  an 
indueuce, — or  wholly  trivial  and  unimportant.  Neverthe- 
less, even  writers  of  diaries  (with  the  exception  of  a 
Pepys,  who  is  amusing  and  instructive  because  all  the 
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trivial  and  minute  incidents  of  hi.s  daily  life,  and  that  of 
his  compeers,  like  flies  in  amber,  are  so  perfectly  pre- 
served for  a future  generation),  must  of  necessity  exercise 
some  discrimination  in  what  they  record  or  omit.  I 
wonder  whether  anyone  ever  reads  their  own  journals  ? 
I remember  once  trying  myself,  and  finding  it  impossible ; 
and  so  I threw  the  musty  volumes  into  the  fire,  and  have 
never  been  guilty  of  a “ diary  ” since.  After  all,  how  im- 
possible it  is  to  tell  by  anticipation  which  of  the  many 
thousand  incidents  or  occurrences  of  a life  will  prove  the 
significant  events  or  turning  points  of  a destiny,  or  even 
the  headings  for  a chapter  of  Life.  It  is  told  of  Ix)uis 
Seize,  when  the  concealed  recesses  of  the  Tuileries  gave 
up  his  private  journal  to  the  irreverent  hands  of  the  mob, 
that  one  entry  was  found  often  repeated  during  the  most 
critical  period  immediately  preceding  the  Revolution — 
“ Piien,  rien,  rien  !”  Time,  which  was  hurrying  nations  to 
their  fate,  and  him  to  the  scaflbld — advancing  with  giant 
strides  indeed — .seemed  to  the  unfortunate  monarch  only  a 
blank,  and  its  progress  equally  void  of  interest  or  signifi- 
cance! We  exclaim,  “ IIow  strange!  how  unaccountable ! ” 
yet  the  same  thing  happens  to  most  of  us,  only  the  scene  of 
action  is  less  historic.  We  meet  a certain  stranger  one  day 
— make  his  acquaintance,  and  think  no  more  about  it,  until, 
in  after  years,  we  perceive  that  a whole  chain  of  events 
began  at  that  first  link,  influencing,  it  may  be,  the  whole 
future  course  of  life.  Or,  you  .slip  your  foot  as  you  are 
springing  out  of  a vehicle,  and  are  laid  up  for  a week, 
instead  of  taking  the  train — which  never  reached  its  desti- 
nation,  and  was  shattered  in  pieces.  You  owed  your 
life,  under  Providence,  to  that  awkward  but  most  for- 
•tunate  slip!  The  faculty  of  discerning  the  true  signifi- 
cance and  importance  of  passing  events,  especially  of  the 
more  seemingly  trivial  or  fortuitous  kind,  would  imply  a 
gift  of  divination,  which  might  not  always  be  a blessing, 
though  wo  are  apt  to  desire  it  above  all  things.  I think 
it  is  Emerson  says — “The  present  always  seems  trivial  in 
our  eyes,  but  the  present  is  a king  in  disguise.”  We 
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succeed  better  in  retrospect ; and  tlie  “ wisdom  of  after 
events”  is  often  tlie  only  true  wisdom  we  ever  attain,  tliough 
we  all  aim  at  prevision  and  the  seer’s  gift.  Our  contempla- 
tion of  the  past,  however,  loses  much  of  its  interest  and 
utility  too,  if  Ave  cease  to  look  forward  into  the  future.  No 
one  cares  either  for  the  past — or  even  for  the  present  (be- 
yond the  avoidance  of  actual  pain  or  weariness),  unless  the 
future  holds  some  prize — something  io  desire  and  to  hope, 
as  well  as  to  strive  for ! If  anyone  still  actively  employed, 
could  feel  what  the  French  poet,  Henry  Murgher,  says 
so  emphatically  for  himself,  in  one  of  his  Bohemian  pieces, 

la  ■\"ie 

Pour  moi  n’a  plus  d’avonir, 

I would  not  give  much  for  his  present  existence.  But 
the  histoiy  of  a hfe,  or  two  lives,  might  sometimes  be 
summed  up,  like  the  poet’s,  in  one  fatal  phrase  — 

of  all  sad  words  of  tongue  or  pen, 

The  saddest  still  are  these  — It  might  have  been  ! 

An  in'evocable  past  and  a hopeless  future,  are  both 
implied.  I don’t  knotv  what  luxs  betrayed  me  into  this 
vein  of  moralising : I believe  I am  getting  Avearj’  of  the 
never-ending  grind  of  the  wheels  of  life,  and  the  unbroken 
monotony  of  .such  an  e.xistence, — Avear)%in  spite  of  aU  my 
philosophy,  — its  constant  dangers  and  startling  incidents. 
One  carries  a life  in  one’s  hand  until  at  last  it  be- 
comes an  intolerable  burden,  and  we  are  ready  to  throw 
it  away.  The  same  ever-recurring  tracasseries  and 
anxieties,  Avith  the  equally  unfiiiling  consciousness  of 
inability  to  secure  any  really  satisfactory  results,  harass 
and  tire  me ! Not  all  the  ‘ peace,’  but 

all  the  misery  which  ppringa 

From  the  largo  aggregate  of  little  things, 

should  be  the  reading  here.  Foreign  merchants  and 
Ja[xtinese  ollicials  often  vying  Avith  each  other  in  efforts  to 
tetir  the  treaties  inU)  shreds,  or,  hkc  cloAvn  and  luu-lequin, 
leaiting  one  after  the  other  through  idl  its  paper  clauses. 


Digitized  by  Google 


CiiAi-.  XV III. 


WE.\R  AND  TEAR. 


3G7 


— wholly  regardless  of  the  damage  done  to  more  perma- 
nent interests  tlian  those  of  the  hour,  and  more  important 
objects  than  those  of  the  few  individuals  on  the  spot ! 
Consuls  of  many  nations  sometimes  joining  in  this  play 
at  cross  purposes  with  each  other — some  from  design  and 
others  from  want  of  judgement.  And  so  the  weaiy  wheel 
goes  round  ; always  demanding  action,  nerve,  and  effort, 
but  never  advancing  or  making  any  perceptible  progress 
towards  a finite  end.  It  is  recorded  of  Johnson  that  he 
propounded  the  question  one  day,  “ Who  was  the  most  to 
be  envied,  he  who  had  everything  to  hope  and  nothing  to 
fear,  or  the  man  in  whom  these  conditions  were  reversed 
by  his  having  everything  to  fear  and  nothing  to  hope  ? ” 
The  latter  would  very  well  apply  to  a diplomatic  agent  in 
Japan,  although  Johmson  designed  it  to  describe  the  rich 
man  as  comparerl  with  the  poor,  who  has  nothing  to  lose 
and  conseiiuently  little  to  fear. 

‘ Of  daily  work  and  events  there  seems  to  be  httle  worth 
recording,  and  yet  each  day  brings  its  task,  and  generally 
its  struggle  with  the  adverse  influences  about  us.  Politi- 
cal events  do  not,  so  far  as  we  can  see,  move  verj'  fast  here. 
The  statn.'t  quo  remains,  de.spite  many  mutterings  and 
subterranean  hcavings  of  this  volcanic  soil  beneath  our 
feet  — so  truly  emblematic  or  typical  of  the  moral  atmo- 
sphere above.  Changes  seem  impending,  and  yet  they 
do  not  come, — or  come  but  slowly  and  partially.  We  are 
in  a very  unfavourable  position  for  correct  judgement 
however.  The  keenest  observer  of  the  times,  amonor 
foreigners  domiciled  in  Japan,  is  in  danger  of  writing 
‘ Picu — rien,’  on  the  eve  of  a revolution  or  a convulsion 
that  would  involve  all  in  a common  ruin.  On  the  other 
hand  he  is  taught  caution  by  the  fear  of  falling  into  the 
opposite  extreme ; and  drawing  alarming  inferences  from 
what  may,  after  all,  be  only  volcanic  throes  that  will  end 
in  nothing.  The  Prince  of  Mito  is  said  to  have  tendered 
his  submission.  The  Ministers  of  Foreign  Affairs  with 
whom  I had  a long  interview  lately,  were,  as  usual,  vague 
and  mysterious,  not  wholly  denying  the  existence  of 
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disturbances,  but  carefully  avoiding  any  details.  It  lasted 
(as  usual,  also)  more  than  four  hours,  but  was,  upon  the 
whole,  more  than  usually  amicable  in  its  tone — so  much  so 
indeed,  that  on  taking  leave,  and  expressing  my  regret  to 
have  been  compelled  to  detain  them  so  long,  they  replied 
with  more  “ effusion"  than  is  their  habit,  “ we  do  not  care 
about  its  length,  but  that  which  is  agreeable  to  us,  is  the 
friendly  and  satisfactory  mode  in  which  all  matters  have 
been  discussed.” 

‘The  whole  life  of  a Diplomatic  Agent  here  is  one 
uninterrupted  struggle  against  unceasing  efforts  to  make 
the  treaties  null  and  void  in  effect.  Progress  has  been 
made,  however.  I see,  on  looking  back,  certain  landmarks 
plainly  visible.  If  the  untiring  wave  of  encroachment  has 
gained  upon  us  at  some  points,  strong  breakwatei-s  at 
others  stand  high  and  dry  above  all  the  spray  and 
turmoil  of  the  vexed  elements.  The  establishment  of 
our  trade  and  diplomatic  relations  iii  the  countiy  may  be 
compared  to  the  launch  of  tlie  “ Great  Eastern.”  So  far 
from  the  water’s  edge,  and  so  firmly  fixed  in  the  unyielding 
clay,  all  the  appliances  of  European  science  and  power 
seem  to  be  invoked  in  vain.  Now  a few  inches  or  feet  are 
gained  when  tiie  strain  proves  too  much  for  the  gear,  and 
back  she  slips,  more  firmly  imbedded  apparently  than 
ever ! But  new  pressure  is  brought  to  bear,  and  again  the 
leviathan  plainly  moves,  and  this  time  what  is  gained  is 
held.  And  thus  the  struggle  is  continued  against  inert 
bulk  and  passive  resistance.  It  Ls  only  by  measuring  the 
distance  at  intervals,  however,  that  we  can  be  satisfied  any 
progress  is  actually  made.  At  last  she  is  swung  into  the 
tide  and  floats  ; but  tvill  she  sail  and  carry  merchandise  ? 
Ah  ! that  still  remains  a knotty  question — a problem  hard 
of  solution  w'ith  us,  as  it  was  once  with  the  shareholders 
of  the  “ Great  Eastern ; ” but  we  work  on  in  the  mean- 
while, toiling  and  hojiing  still. 

‘ Not  long  ago  I had  another  intervneiv  with  Ando  Tsusi- 
inano-kanii,  the  second  of  the  two  Ministers  for  Foreign 
jVll'ab’s.  I had,  to  begin  with,  a case  of  murderous 
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oii.sliiught  made  by  a drunken  yaconin  on  an  English  mer- 
chantat  Ilakodadi, — not  over  discreet,  [)erhaps,  in  risking 
a collision, — though  clearly  the  Japanese  was  the  aggres.sor, 
and  apparently  out  of  pure  wantonne.ss  and  malice.  Then 
I had  to  meet,  on  their  side,  a complaint  made  by  Govern- 
ment officers  of  nideness  said  to  have  been  ofl’ered  them  by 
a Consul  at  the  same  jiort, — in  which  I should  have  liked 
to  have  felt  more  certain  there  was  no  foundation ! We  had 
ne.xt,  as  I told  him,  to  take  ship  for  Naga.saki,  and  discuss 
the  tenure  of  land  in  the  foreign  location  there — to  insist 
upon  our  right  to  build  on  the  hill-side, — and  not  to  be 
penned  up  like  cattle  in  a swamp  below — a Decima  without 
its  advantages — to  contend  for  a cemetery  to  bury  our  dead, 
and  the  ground  for  a dock  in  which  to  rej)air  our  ships. 
Thence  back  to  Kanagawa,  and  settle  a srpiabble  about 
itziboos  between  the  Governor  of  that  place  and  II.M.’s 
Consul,  who  had  been  accused  by  the  former  of  giving  a 
false  return — :i  trille  they  did  not  think  it  neceasary  to  lose 
time  in  substantiating  by  evidence;  and  llis  Excellency  was 
surprised  I took  itseriously,and  insisted  on  the  charge  being 
either  substantiated,  or  withdrawn  with  an  apology.  Then 
to  Yeddo  to  protest  against  the  insult  offiered  by  shutting 
the  gates  of  the  Imperial  cemetery,  open  to  all  the  popvda- 
tion  of  Yeddo, — in  the  face  of  some  of  the  I.egation,  with 
every  mark  of  premeditated  rudeness  — on  which  it 
was  necessary  to  say  many  hard  things; — as  upon  their 
whole  policy  of  .surrounding  the  Foreign  Eepresentatives 
with  meddling  s[)ies  and  subaltern  police,  who  keep  us 
in  an  odious  r|uarantine,  and  prevent  all  free  access. 
This  is  yet  a drawn  battle,  which  has  been  going  on  ever 
since  we  arrived;  and  where,  .so  far,  we  have  rather  lost 
than  gained  ground  1 And  so,  heartily  weary,  no  doid)t,  of 
each  other,  we  withdrew  our  respective  forces  about  sun- 
set, mid  I tried  to  recover  my  ecpianimity  on  a favourite 
hack,  who  evidently  thought  these  live-hour  conferences 
quite  as  tiresome  as  his  master,  and  went  offi  at  a pace 
which  left  the  attendant  yaconins  small  time  to  settle 
themselves  on  the  top  of  their  outlandish  saddles,  on 
von.  I.  n 11 
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which  they  perch  like  apes,  and  with  quite  as  little  gnp  on 
their  hoi*se8.  I sometimes  think,  as  they  pass  me,  what  an 
example  a troop  of  dragoons  would  make  of  a few  thou- 
sand of  them, — if  ever  they  had  a chance  and  got  in 
among  them.  As  I pas.sed  along  the  four  miles  of 
ramparts  and  streets  which  lie  between  the  minister’s 
house  adjoining  the  Tycoon’s  palace  and  Tozengec,  I 
guided  my  hoi’se  with  checked  .speed  through  the  swarms 
of  children  and  Yeddites  of  maturer  years,  equally 
mns  culottes  in  the  literal  sense.  Night  was  closing  in  ; 
my  escort  in  advance  had  lanterns  attached  to  their 
belts  by  a bamboo,  and  at  short  intervals  the  lights 
from  the  bath-houses  showed  the  usual  scene  of  two 
or  three  dozen  figures  laughing,  splashing  and  talking. 
Ever  and  anon  some  Daimio’s  retainer  would  swagger 


noMF.WATlI)  B0rxi» 


past  with  a truculent  gest  of  scorn  and  defiance ; while 
more  peaceable  wayfiircrs  were  gaining  their  homes.  I 
fell  insensibly  into  a train  of  thought  on  the  destiny 
which  had  left  me  stranded  on  this  far-olT  shore,  and 
moralising  on  the  sort  of  peojile  among  whom  my  lot  had 
been  cjist.  The  descri|)tion  the  authoress  of  the  “Mill  on 
the  Flo.ss”  gives  of  that  degraded  species  of  exi.stence  — 
the  ant-hill  life  of  the  Dfxlsons  and  Tidlivers  in  the  York- 
shire dells,  as  in  other  parts  of  our  soi-dimvt  C^liristian  land, 
mutalo  nomine,  would  admirably  an.sAver  for  the  Japanese  ; 
— tlie  Dodsons  have  their  national  countertype  here. 
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‘ This  “ emmet  life,”  described  as  essentially  a sordid, 
sensual  life,  “ irradiated  by  no  sublime  princijiles,  no 
romantic  visions,  no  active  self-renouncinj'  faith — a life 
so  sordid  that  even  sorrow  hardly  sullices  to  lift  it  above 
the  level  of  the  traifi-comic.”  So  says  the  writer  of  the 
clover  critique  in  the  “Times”  which  I have  just  been 
readiii".  I could  not  help  being  struck  with  its  perfect 
applicability  to  the  Japanese.  Here  I .sec  it,  in  the 
reidity,  in  still  more  vivid  coloum  than  even  the 
authore.ss  has  limned  her  charactens,  “ in  all  its  naked- 
ne.ss,  hideousness,  and  littleness,” — this  life  of  respectable 
brutishness,  which  so  many  persons  lead  even  in  Europe, 
“ illumined  by  not  one  ray  of  spiritual  influence,  by 
no  suspicion  ()f  a higher  life,  of  another  world,  of  a 
surrounding  divinity.”  Thus  live  and  die  the.se  thirty 
millions  of  human  beings,  from  one  generation  to  another. 
Yet  they  do  not  .seem  to  become  more  brutish,  more  de- 
graded, tnore  immoral.  What  they  are  now,  they  seem 
to  have  been,  without  change,  centuries  ago;  ])erhaps 
neither  much  better  nor  woi-se,  than  millions  in  other 
lands  claiming  to  be  both  civilised  and  Cliristians! 

‘ In  this  lies  a great  mystery.  Not  that  a pagan  and 
long-isolated  people  should  lead  a moi  e or  less  pagan  and 
brutidised  life  of  material  existence ; — but  that  they  should 
not,  by  well-marked  degrees  of  sharp  descent,  deteriorate 
and  become  entirehj  bruti.sh.  Such  is  certainly  not  the 
fact.  On  the  contrary,  they  arc  a well-to-do,  flourishing, 
and  advancing  people : and  for  generations  and  centuries 
have  maintained  a respectable  level  of  intellectual  culti- 
vation and  social  virtues.  It  is  natural  that  I should  spe- 
culate on  this  problem  and  the  past  of  the  Jap.anese,  for  I 
am  convinced  a key  to  all  ]irogre.ss  in  the  future  can  only 
be  made  after  careful  examination  of  all  the  wards  of  the 
lock  by  which  we  are  kept  out — until,  in  a word,  we  can 
satisfactorily  account  for  all  the  phenomena  of  national 
existence  and  progre.ss  under  such  conditions. 

‘The  Japanese  seem  thoroughly  imbued  with  the 
principle  ofUm  so  eloquently  enforced  by  our  own  ('on- 
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sen’ative  presto,  that  no  old  JaAvs  sliould  be  abrogated  or 
adjusted  until  a clear  case  of  necessity  is  made  out  — and 
even  then  with  fear  and  trembling,  remembering  that  it  is 
more  easy  to  discover  the  mischief  Avhich  an  existing  Iuav 
does,  than  the  mischief  Avhich  it  prevents.  Perhaps  have 
they  some  dim  consciousness  even,  that  in  the  application 
of  a theory,  es[x;cially  in  so  complicated  a subject  as 
political  economy, — the  most  sagacious  may  overlook  some 
ik'in  Avhich  may  be  fatal  to  the  success  of  the  measure, 
however  well  meant.  That  the  Japanese  rulers  should  be 
nervous  and  distrustful,  more  particularly  of  the  applica- 
tions which  Foreign  PoAvei’surge — feeling  nogreat  cerUdnty 
of  the  disinterestedness  or  honesty  of  their  advisers ; and 
no  faith  in  the  truth  of  a political  economy  Avhich  is  not 
their  own,  and  in  total  discord  with  the  princijdcs  hitherto 
regarded  by  them  as  the  only  true  guides  to  a nation’s 
welfare  and  pros])enty — is  not  only  what  might  V)e  anti- 
cipated as  natural,  but  is  obviously  inevitable.  Perhaps 
also  they  have  been  Avarued  by  their  oAvn  experience,  of  a 
fact  by  no  means  uiiknoAvn  to  statesmen  in  Europe,  that  it 
is  “scarcely  possible  to  make  too  much  alloAvance  for 
friction  in  the  actual  busine.ss  of  life.”  And  Avere  they 
better  reail  in  histor}%  they  might  quote  from  our  oavii, 
that  a gi'ave  authority  and  one  of  our  oavu  Daimios  Avho.se 
head  Avas  brought  to  the  block  by  fierce  innovators, — 
although  it  Avas  said  to  be  the  Avisest  head  that  stood  on 
any  pairof shoulders  in  England,* — declarcal, “ hoAV  advised 
AA’c  ought  to  be  of  any  innovation,  considering  that  incon- 
veniences are  rather  found  by  e.xperience,  than  foreseen  by 
judgement.”  Stare  super  antiquas  vias  is  held  to  be  a 
good  maxim,  in  more  enlightern'd  countries  than  Japan ! 
And  in  trutli  Ave  are  apt  to  bo  impatient,  and  kio  ready 
perhaps  — seeing  Avith  other  eyes  than  theirs,  Avhere  the 
true  interests  of  both  countries  lie,  and  all  that  is  obstrucliA'o 
and  retro*.rade  in  their  ])olicy — to  e.xclaim  against  their 
arguments  for  inaction.  Put  thirty  years  ago,  iu  England, 
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very  similar  rea.sonin<»  was  daily  produced  by  leading 
statesmen  in  Lords  and  Commons  against  the  repeal  of  the 
Corn  laws  — the  same  reiisoning  is  commonly  resorted  to 
through  Euroj)e  generally  at  this  day;  and  are  we  so  sure 
thato[)position  to  free  trade, and  to  innovation  in  legislation, 
have  no  su])porters  among  our  own  Daimios  still  ? Ai  e 
there  no  “stupid  ])reju<licc‘s,”  no  “ antiquated  notions,”  or 
“ecclesiasticad  bigotry,”  the  legacies  of  former  generations, 
yet  to  be  done  battle  witli  in  England,  or  her  offspring,  free 
and  enlightened  Atnerica  ? — England,  tlie  great  prosely- 
tizer  of  nations,  and  foremost  among  the  champions  of  free 
trade!  What  if  the  Japanese  Mission,  when  about  to  sail 
for  England,  had  received  instructions  to  [)ro|)ose,  not  fi’ee 
trade  - that  we  have  at  length  made  up  our  minds  to  a ‘ce])t 
as  the  best  for  our  own  interests  as  a whole  nation,  how- 
ever hard  it  may  prc“ss  iqxai  tnictional  jiortions  :is  producers 
— but  the  reduction,  say,  of  our  exorbitant  duty  of  200 
per  cent,  upon  tea  (one  of  the  great  stajales  of  Japan),  or, 
with  a supposed  leaning  to  the  introduction  of  the  Sintoo 
religion  and  system  of  endowment, — they  should  propose 
to  us  to  throw  open  the  doors  of  our  univei'sities  and 
churches  to  all  comers,  and  alter  the  whole  system  and 
curriculum  of  education  ; - or  a modilication  t»f  our  re- 
presentative institutions  and  system  of  government  as 
“ Rs.sential  to  greater  harmony  and  cordiality,  in  the  rela- 
tions between  the  two  countries  — the  existing  order 
of  things  being  a grave  imjx'diment,  preventing  our  ever 
taking  a just  view  of  the  policy  of  an  Eastern  kingdmn 
like  Japan  P”  They  woidd  probal)ly  meet  with  some 
opposition  in  the  country,  if  not  active  hostility.  Their 
pretensions  to  make  innovations  would  not  escape  shai  |) 
discu.s.sion  and  censure  in  Lords  and  Commons;  Exeter 
Hall  might  not  .sj)eak  altogether  mildly  on  the  subject, — I 
shoidd  not  be  suiq)i’ised  if,  at  the  first  grand  meeting  to 
consider  the  “ interests  of  religion  and  order,”  their  imme- 
diate and  ignominious  expulsion  from  the  kingdom  might 
not  be  voted  unanimously ! As  for  the  Government, 
it  might  either  pooh-pooh  the  whole  thing  or  treat  it 
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with  scorn; — but  in  either  case  means  would  be  found,  in 
perfectly  diplomatic  language,  I have  no  doubt,  of  telling 
them, — that  the  Japanese  Government  had  better  mind 
tlieir  own  business,  and  leave  us  to  deal  with  England 
and  its  affiiii's — as  we  knew  best. 

‘ From  all  these  considerations,  bearing  upon  the  histoiy 
of  the  past  and  the  present,  there  is  a moral  to  be  drawn, 
I think.  “ A narrow-necked  bottle,”  says  Quintilian 
somewhere,  “ must  be  humoured;  pour  gently  or  you  f<pill 
vuitead  So  I must  find  yet  more  patience,  to 

continue  the  work  ; and  try  “ to  fill  instead  of  spill.” 

‘ But,  despite  all  obstacles  and  difiiculties,  as  I have  noted, 
some  progress  has  really  been  made.  My  letters  from 
England  might  encourage  mo.  “We  are  surprised  so  much 
has  been  done  in  the  time ; the  merchants  are  well  satisfied 
with  the  results  and  full  of  hojje.  You  who  are  on  the 
spot  and  occupied  in  clearing  away  the  rubbish  do  not 
see  it,  but  we  who  are  looking  on  from  the  distance  per- 
ceive your  progress,  and  are  content.”  And  so  I suj)[)Ose 
/ must  learn  to  bo,  if  I am  to  remain  another  year  at  the 
same  work  — and  I see  no  prospect  of  relief  Certidnly 
the  year,  just  ended,  since  the  opening  of  the  ports  and 
the  exchange  of  ratifications,  has  been  an  eventful  one  for 
Japan, — and  a very  weary  one  for  “ II  M.’s  Bepresentative 
at  the  Court  of  the  Tycoon.”  Ijct  us  pass  it  in  review, 
count  the  gain  and  the  loss;  the.se  may  both  be  summed 
up  now,  and  a balance  struck. 

‘ As  to  what  has  been  actually  achieved  in  the  way  of 
Commerce  during  the  first  year  after  the  ojicning  of  the 
ports;  — it  has  been  clearly  e.stablished  that  Japan  can 
furnish  both  tea  and  silk,  of  such  cpiality  and  jirice  as 
will  bring  both  into  the  home  market  advantagwiusly,  in 
competition  with  those  of  China.  Some  ir),000  chests  of 
tea,  and  not  less  than  3,000  bales  of  silk,  exported  during 
the  twelve  months,  proved,  by  the  prices  obtained  in  the 
home  mai'ket.s,  and  the  profits  rcalise<l,  that  they  could  enter 
into  such  competition.  Some  of  the  finer  silk  realised  four 
shillings  a pound  more  than  the  best  produce  of  China.’ 
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[I  may  here  rtMiiark  that  at  first  it  was  siipposocl  we  had 
probably  absorbed  the  wdiole  surplus  iii  the  country,  and 
that  the  amount  exported  showed,  therefore,  all  tliat  was 
immediately  producible  for  foreign  trade.  But  even  at 
the  time  there  was  a jiromise,  amply  realised  in  the 
following  year,  of  a large  increase — the  limiLs  of  which 
have  not  yet  been  ascertained.  The  d,00()  bales  swelled 
to  18,000.] 

‘ In  the  streets  of  Yeddo,  hundreds  of  tea-chests  are 
being  manufactured  in  preparation  for  exports;  and  of 
this  staple  of  a foreign  trade,  there  is  eveiy  reason  to 
believe  the  quantity  hitherto  exjiorted  might  be  increased 
to  an  indefinite  extent,  without  even  adilitional  planting. 
The  Japanese  themselves  say  that,  having  no  demand  ex- 
cept for  home  consumption,  all  the  leaves  had  never  been 
plucked ; — nor,  in  regard  to  silk,  all  the  cocoons  reeled. 
Many  other  articles  in  demand  for  the  foreign  markets, 
exclusive  of  the  large  supplies  for  the  Chine.se,  have  been 
discovered,  calculated  to  yield  a large  ])rofit,  and  consti- 
tuting of  themselves  a considerable  trade.  Vegetable 
Wax  and  Oils,  JMother-of-pearl  shells,  Camphor,  (jall-nuts, 
&c.  Flour  has  been  largely  in  demand  for  China.  The 
mineral  wealth  of  Japan  we  knew  before  was  great,  but 
little  jM’ogress  in  this  direction  has  been  made.  The 
Japanese  government  continue  to  manifest  the  greatest 
jealousy  of  our  demands  ; and  an  insupenable  repugnance 
to  the  ])riMluce  of  any  of  their  mines  being  ex])orted. 
Coal,  of  which  they  are  perhaps  the  least  careful,  requires 
better  working  to  be  veiy  available  for  steamers ; ]>ro- 
bably  they  pos,sess  much  better  than  any  they  have 
allowed  to  find  its  way  to  the  open  poi'ts.*  Of  imports, 
at  this  time,  little  can  be  said  that  is  encouraging.  The 
stoppage  of  all  e.xchange  of  itziboos  at  tlii.s  jicriod 
is  looked  opon  by  the  merchants  a.s  a great  evil.f 

* .Some  information  I obtained  during  a journey  in  the  interior  the  fid- 
lowing  year,  eoutirmed  me  in  this  conclusion. 

t It  pMved,  novertliele.ss,  to  be  the  means  by  which  the  first  impulse  was 
given  to  im  import  trade ; and  it  has  gone  on  largely  increasing  since.  Nor 
was  there  mutdi  unanimity  of  opinion  on  this  subject  among  the  niorchanU 
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The  whole  trade  in  this  year,  after  the  opening  of  the 
port-s,  lia.s  e.xceeded  a million  sterling,  from  which,  I have 
reason  to  believe,  veiy  large  profits  have  been  reiilised, 
and  comparatively  by  a small  number  of  merchants  — 
English,  Dutch,  and  American,  chiefly  — the  former 
well  maintaining  their  traditional  predominance,  here  as 
elsewhere  in  the  East. 

‘ In  other  respects  much  has  been  gained,  if  much  still 
remain  to  be  achieved.  As  regards  our  Political  and  Di- 
plomatic relations — only  important  in  these  remote  regions 
from  their  bearing  on  our  Commercial  interests,  here  and 
m the  Eastern  seas  generally — and  the  actual  position  of 
the  Foreign  Pepresentatives  at  Yeddo,  there  is,  indeed, 
much  to  be  accomplished  yet.  Life  and  property  both 
have  been,  through  the  whole  period,  veiy  insecure.  In- 
cendiari.sm,  unchecked  by  ])unishment,  has  been  frequent 
and  disastrous  at  Naga-saki.  Neither  redress  nor  compen- 
sation could  be  obtained,  and  but  small  security  for  the 
future.  lafe  has  been  repeatedly  taken  at  Yokohama 
and  at  Yeddo,  with  perfect  impunity.  8i.x  individuals 
have  been  murdered  successively,  by  ones  and  twos,  with 
circumstances  of  great  barbarity,  and  to  all  appearance 
without  any  provocation.  Accortfing  to  common  rej)ort 
among  the  Japanese — tluy  were  politiad  murders, delil>or- 
ately  planned  and  executed  for  political  purposes — in  all 
perhaj)s  save  that  of  my  linguist,  who  had  something  like 
a personal  feud  with  the  most  dangerous  chuis  in  Japan — 
the  Daimios’  retainers ; though  he  was  undoubtedly  ob- 
noxious to  the  Government,  too,  as  one  capable  of  fur- 
ni.shing  me  with  information  not  otherwise  attainable  by 
a foreigner.  As  for  the  Foreign  llepresentatives  them- 
selves, besides  being  exposed  to  similar  danger,  with  like 
objects  in  the  a.ssailants,  the  members  of  the  several 
Ijcgations  arc  all  (in  thorough  accordance  with  the  policy 
of  the  preceding  three  centuries)  put  in  moral  quarantine, 
and  a cordon  follows  them  wherever  they  go — per- 

themsolvc*.  .Seo  Uoport  of  a I’utjlio  Meeling  at  Yokohama  for  farther 
information,  Appendix  A. 


Digitized  by  Google 


Chap.  XVllF. 


A MORAL  QL'ARAXTl.VE. 


377 


inittiii"  MO  respootuble  Ja))ancse  or  native  of  tl>e  otlucated 
and  higher  classes  to  a))|)roach  tliem ! In  vain  the  re- 
spective Mini-sters  liave  jirotested  — and  some,  at  least, 
persistently  and  energetically  have  fought  against  the 
system ; but  tlie  Japanese  government  have  such  infinite 
resources  and  means  at  their  di.sposal  for  giving  elTect  to 
any  policy  of  this  nature,  that  we  are  always  at  a great 
disadvantage;  — and,  it  must  be  confes.sed,  have  been 
hitherto,  as  was  to  be  exjiected,  signally  worsted  in  nearly 
every  struggle  to  break  through  the  toils  of  the  hunter. 

‘ This  systematic  and  persistent  jiolicy  of  isolation  and 
rc*striction  in  ri‘gard  to  all  foreigners  in  the  country  — 
the  Merchants  at  the  ports,  and  the  ^linisters  in  the 
cajiital,  and  against  all  nations  im[)artially  and  unchange- 
ably— together  with  a certain  insecurity  to  life  and  denial 
of  justice  Avhen  either  life  or  ])ro])crty  may  have  been 
sacrificed  — are  among  the  greatest  ililliculties  still  to  be 
encountered.  And  judging  by  the  amount  and  successful 
nature  of  the  resistance  oll'ered  ; and  the  failure  of  all 
the  efforts  of  the  Foreign  Legations,  separately  and  col- 
lectively, to  effect  any  sensible  change  or  amelioration  ; 
it  is  evident  the\'  are  difficulties  Avhich  will  endure,  and, 
for  a long  time  to  come,  be  the  hardest  ti>  grapple  with 
successful  1}’.  Yet  there  is  nothing  in  the  first  twelve 
months’  experience  more  strongly  impre.s.sed  ujioii  my 
mind  than  the  conviction  that,  until  tee  do  succeed  in  this, 
no  permanent  or  sure  progre.ss  can  well  be  made.  While 
we  are  Isolated  by  a cordon  of  Ja])anese  officials  fi-om  the 
Avhole  population,  and  debarred  all  free  intercourse  both 
Avith  the  ma.ss  and  the  higher  clas,ses, — our  relations  must 
of  necessity  re.st  on  a basis  as  insecure  as  it  is  unsatisfac- 
tory. We  are,  and  always  shall  be,  at  the  mercy  of  the 
Government  of  the  day, — and  may  be  ma.ssacred  at  any 
moment,  at  a given  hour,  the  turn  of  the  Tycoon’s  fan  for 
a signal,  at  the  mere  will  of  whoever,  for  the  time  being, 
controls  or  directs  the  Executive.  All  the  more  certainly, 
that  the  whole  tendency  of  this  system  has  been  astutely 
calculated  to  keep  us  defencele.ss,  by  shutting  us  out  from 
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all  the  sources  of  iiifoniiatioii  — and  insuring  our  ignor- 
ance of  everything  ■which  it  most  concerned  the  Foreign 
liepresenUitives  to  know  — Avhether  as  regarded  national 
interests  or  their  own  safety.  I consider  this  the  great 
problem,  therefore,  in  the  e.xisting  relations  Ijetween  Japan 
and  the  Western  Powers — much,  if  not  all,  that  is  yet 
uncertain  in  the  future  hanging  upon  the  solution  it  may 
receive.  In  the  meantime,  living  among  scenes  and  with 
a race  where  it  may  truly  be  said,  “ Life’s  life  is  lied  away,” 
and  “ JIurder  breathes  her  bloody  steam,”  we  must  take 
the  ancient  words  of  Plutarch  for  our  motto — “ Courage 
against  Fury ! ” ’ 
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ClI.VrTKU  XIX. 

ArntKNC'E  OK  THE  TYCOON — PHEUMINAKY  DIKKICl'LTIES IMPOIIl- 

ANCE  IN  THE  EAST  OK  SEEMING  TIIlFLES. 

rpOWAllDS  tlie  end  of  August,  in  18G0,  a day  was 
X li.xed  for  iny  audience  witli  tlie  Tycoon — ‘The 
most  lligli,  Mighty,  and  Glorious  Prince,  lli.s  Ini|)erial 
and  Itoyal  Majesty,’  as  he  i.s  styled  in  the  Queen’s  letter 
accrediting  Her  Majest}-’s  I'invoy  E.xtraordinary  and  Min- 
ister Plenipotentiary  to  the  Court  of  Ycddo,  the  delivery 
of  which  to  the  Tycoon  in  person  was  the  object  of  the 
audience. 

It  had  been  more  than  si.v  months  in  my  hands,  wait- 
ing the  settlement  of  a ‘difficulty’  which  had  arisen  with 
the  llesident  Minister  of  tlie  United  Suites,  re.specting  the 
manner  of  /m  reception  about  the  .same  time  the  jire- 
ceding  year, — when  he  thought  there  Avas  a marked  want 
of  ob.sen  ance  and  ceremony  in  the  whole  of  the  arrange- 
ments, compared  with  the  recejition  he  had  received  when 
he  first  came  to  Yeddo  to  deliver  the  President’s  letter, 
jirior  to  his  entering  on  his  negotiations  for  a treaty.  No 
pains  had  been  taken  to  keep  his  |>assage  to  the  jialace 
free,  and  his  norimon  Avas  liiistled,  and  he  himself 
incommoded,  in  a most  unseemly  Avay,  by  the  retainer’s, 
grooms,  and  servants  hanging  about  the  outer  coui’ts  of 
the  palace  as  he  passed  in.  Not  desii'ing  to  intei-])ose 
any  obstacle  to  his  arriving  at  a satisfactory  conclusion, 
and  obtaining  the  amende  honorahle  he  had  demanded,  by 
another  audience  under  more  fitting  conditions  and  cere- 
monial— nnaffected  by  any  precedent  Avhich  might  be 
created  by  any  of  his  colleagues,  I had  deferred  taking 
any  steps  for  my  oAvn  reception.  I did  so  the  more 
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willingl}",  Mr.  ILirris  liaviiig  coirsullcil  oflicialiy  with  me  (ui 
the  subject,  and  communicated  botli  the  ofl'ence  offered, 
and  the  steps  lie  proposed  taking  in  vindication  of  the 
lionour  and  dignity  of  liis  Government.  I considered  him 
jierfectly  riglit  in  not  pa.ssing  over  what  we  neither  of  us 
doubted  was  intended  as  a slight  in  the  of  the  Jopanese 
foMr/,  including  all  the  Daimios  and  retainers  on  the  spot. 
In  Eastern  courts  it  is  precisely  by  such  studied  slights 
and  insults  --  often  veiled  under  a pretence  of  showing 
honour,  and  always  denied  Avhen  they  are  found  out — that 
I'iastern  di[)lomacy  seeks  to  avenge  itself  on  Foreign  Towers 
for  the  humihation  of  receiving  their  llepresentatives,  or 
holding  any  relations  with  foreigners  at  all, — e.xccpt  as 
tribute-bearers  or  suppliants ! And  as  the  knowledge  any 
luiropean  can  possess,  in  the  first  in.stance,  of  the  etiquette, 
forms,  and  customs  of  an  Eastern  court — more  e.specially 
where,  as  in  Japan,  our  relations  are  new — must  be  very 
slight  and  imperfect, — they  feel  and  know  their  advantage, 
and  are  generally  disposed  to  pre.ss  it  to  the  utmost,  by  im- 
posing upon  an  Ambassador  some  mockeiy  of  their  forms, 
which  is  alleged  to  be  in  accordance  with  their  cu.stoms, 
while  it  i.s,  in  fact,  the  revei-se,  and  calculated  to  humiliate 
and  degrade  in  the  eyes  of  the  natives.  It  may  be  something 
•seemingly  frivolous  or  indifl'erent  in  itself — whether  the 
robe  of  the  foreigner  be  blue  or  ^yellow,  whether  his  head  be 
covered  or  bare,  the  courtiers  in  full  costume  or  in  morning 
wnip])cr.s, — their  slip])ors  on  or  off;  their  trousers  to  the 
ancle  or  a yard  longer  to  conceal  their  feet* — it  niattem 
very  little  what;  the  oidy  question  for  a Foreign  Kepre- 
sentative  is, — whether  the  forms  and  co.stumes  adopted  are 
such  a.s  according  to  established  easterns  and  eticpiette  of 
the  country,  would  be  held  to  imlicate  res])ect,  — or  insult 
and  humiliation  ? For  the  preMufe  of  the  nation  so 
treated  in  the  pei'son  of  its  Tepresentitive,  and  his  own 
personal  inthience  and  weight  at  the  Court  where  he  is 
accrediti.'d, — will  be  determined  by  the.se  seemingly  in- 
ditlerent  matters.  This,  of  course,  will  appear  obvious 

• The  olficiiil  costume  in  grand  ceremonies  of  tlie  Tvcoon’s  Court. 
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enough  to  any  sen.^ible  person  on  rellection ; and  is 
matter  of  notoriety  and  universal  experience  among  those 
who  have  lived  among  Asiatics  ; hut  it  is  just  one  of 
those  subjects  whicli  offer  a tempting  handle  to  news- 
paper writem,  who,  sometimes  from  ignorance,  but  often 
(counting  ujjon  the  ignorance  of  their  readers)  with  mis- 
chievous intent,  seek  to  damage  a public  servant,  or  the 
Government  which  emjdoys  him.  It  is  always  easy  to  hold 
up  such  matters  to  I’idicule  as  idle  pretensions,  springing 
from  an  exaggerated  estimate  of  personal  impoi  tance  on 
the  part  of  the  individual  agent;  — although  it  must 
j)resup])ose  a greater  amount  of  fatuity  than  usually 
falls  to  the  share  of  men  holding  public  appointments  of 
trust  and  res|)onsibility,  to  assume  that  any  personal  feeling 
enters  into  the  question.  There  are  not  many  ]'airo])eans 
who  coidd  feel  it  individually,  and,  as  regarded  themselve.s, 
apart  from  their  office,  worthy  of  a moment’s  thought, 
whether  an  Eastern  potentate  or  his  Minister  received  them 
in  slippers  and  dressing-gown,  if  it  involved  no  moral  appre- 
ciation or  political  consequences.  The  tendency  is,  in  truth, 
all  the  other  way.  We  care  so  little  what  Easterns — with 
whom  we  have  no  really  social  or  sympathetic  relations, 
and  no  free  intercourse  of  any  kind — actually  think  of 
us ; and  we  can  in  reahty  know  so  little  of  their  true 
sentiments,  or  what  they  say  and  do  among  themselves  in 
connection  with  us, — that,  unless  it  be  known  there  is  an  in- 
tention to  offer  insult,  diplomatic  agents,  political  residents, 
and  all  other  Euro])ean  functionaries  employed  from 
Constantinople  to  Yeddo,  are  much  more  disposed  to  con- 
sider them  in  the  light  of  barbarmns,  whose  ceremonials 
and  ideas  of  honour  are  all  so  many  puerilities.  They 
are  in  danger  of  erring  in  the  opposite  direction,  by  in- 
attention to  forms,  to  which  the  native  authorities  often 
attach  immense  importance,  and  thus  either  give  oflence 
by  neglect;  — or  put  up,  in  ignorance,  with  treatment 
which  lowers  and  degrades  them  in  Eiistern  eyes.  Human 
nature  remains  the  same  in  all  climes ; and  wdiether 
rubbing  of  noses,  a particular  costume,  or  pre.Rcribed 
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contortions  and  postures  of  tliebody,  be  considered  marks 
of  respect  and  amity,  or  of  scorn  and  insult,  between  men, 
may  be  very  indiflerent ; — but  it  can  never  be  a matter  of 
indiHerence  wliich  of  the  two  sentiments  are  intended  to  he 
e.vpref>sed  by  any  of  these  in  tlie  relations  of  Foreign  Eepre- 
sentatives  and  Eastern  ])otontates.  It  might,  in  one  sense, 
be  very  indiflerent  whether  Lord  Macartney,  our  fii-st  Am- 
bassiidor  to  I’ekin,  was  preceded  by  Chinese  flag-bearei-s, 
sup|)Osed  to  be  in  his  honour,  and  with  flags  written  over 
with  charaetei’s  which  described  the  Emba.ssy  as  humble 
‘bearers  of  tribute  to  the  Lord  of  all  Kings,’ — but  the 
pulitical  consequences  and  influences  may  not  have  been 
washed  out  witli  the  blood  of  two  wars.  It  may  not  have 
been  very  material,  .so  far  as  the  American  Minister,  Mr. 
Ward,  was  personally  concerned ; — whether  he  jolted  over 
the  roads  between  reihtangand  Pekin  in  a vehicle  unfitted 
for  one  in  his  |X)sition  ; but  the  influence  on  the  j)opulatit)ii, 
the  court,  and  his  own  action  and  power  to  enforce  respect 
for  treaties  and  a nation’s  rights, — would  a.ssuredly  be 
felt,  and  disadvantageously,  in  every  after  transaction. 

Thus  much  it  seemed  desirable  to  say  on  a subject  of 
no  small  imjjortance  in  the  larger  question  of  European 
diplomacy  and  Eastern  policy  — not  very  generally  or 
well  understood  anywhere  in  Europe.  Believing  Mr. 
Harris  to  be  perfectly  right  in  resenting  what  had  taken 
place,  and  insisting  upon  an  amende,  I waited  patiently, 
therefore,  for  the  end  of  the  aflixir.  The  obstinacy  of  the 
resistance  on  the  part  of  the  Council  of  State  was  a clear 
proof  to  my  mind,  if  any  farther  proof  had  been  wanting, 
that  a slight  had  been  inteinled  — not,  indeed,  that  the 
American  should  .see  and  know  it,  but  merely  that  the 
spe(.'Uicle  should  be  given  to  the  Japanese,  in  how  little 
estimation  Foreign  lleprescntatives  were  held  by  the 
Tj’coon  and  his  Government  — and  that  any  small  Daimio 
was  entitled  to  more  consideration  and  respect ! And  it 
was  jirecisely  this  ]>nl)lic  depreciation  which  it  behoved 
all  [haeorps  diplomatique  comh\nv(],  if  necessary,  seriously 
to  resist  and  have  as  pul)licly  reversed.  In  this  theie  was. 
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fortunately  R perfect  accord  among  tlie  only  three  Di[)lo- 
inaticAgetits  inYeddo — the  American,  French,  and  Englidi; 
and  indeed  in  all  the  questions  which  arose  during  the 
lirst  eighteen  months,  it  was  a subject  of  congratulation, 
and  undoubtedly  a great  advanUige  bi  all,  that  this  general 
accordance  of  views  was  constant.  And  when,  afUn*  that 
pericxl,  there  wiis  a broad  divcrgc*nce, — and  the  Minister  of 
the  United  States  took  one  view  in  a grave  quesstion  of 
national  or  rather  Western  policy,  ami  the  Representa- 
tives of  all  the  other  Treaty  Towel's  — England,  France, 
Holland,  and  Trussia,  another — it  was  to  me,  as  I am  sure 
it  must  have  been  to  all,  a subject  of  great  regret.  As 
unity  of  sentiment  and  policy  among  the  Foreign  Repre- 
sentatives must  always  be  a great  element  of  strength  in 
dealing  with  an  Eastern  Power,  so  will  disunion  and 
tlivergence  of  views  necessarily  be  a source  of  Aveak- 
ne.ss.  Treviously  to  this  unfortunate  schi.sm,  the  only 
(hll’erence  had  been  a greater  disposition  on  Mr.  Harris’s 
part  to  think  favourably  of  the  Government,  and  to  give 
them  credit  for  more  of  good  faith  and  sincerity,  than  any 
of  his  colleagues  thought  jmstified  by  their  acts  and  the 
course  of  events.  Rut  this  Avas  only  natural,  perhaps,  in 
the  circumstances  in  Avhich  Mr.  Harris  had  been  placed. 
To  the  Japanese  he  owed  a great  diplomatic  .success,  as 
the  negotiator  of  the  first  commercial  treaty,  by  Avhich 
both  Trade  and  Diplomatic  relations  Averc  established; 
Avhile  on  all  his  colleagues  deA'olved  the  less  agreeable  and 
less  easy  ta.sk — of  reducing  treaties  made  by  others,  to 
Avorking  realities.  As  they  had  daily  experience  of 
the  obstructions  created  by  the  Japane.se  Govenunent, 
from  the  Gjuncil  of  State  doAAUi  to  the  lowe.st  official  or 
yaconin  about  the  Legations — they  very  naturally  saw  less 
to  admire  in  the  friendly  expressions  of  Ministers.  It  Avas 
perhaps  ineviUible,  that  the  tAA^o  should  look  with  diflerent 
eyes  upon  the  course  of  the  Government  to  Avhich  they 
Avere  accredited,  and  be  disposed  to  apply  a different  te.‘t 
to  its  assurances  of  good  Avill, — and  cordial  desire  to  pro- 
vide for  our  security  and  give  execution  to  treaties.  Deeds, 
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not  words,  forms  an  expert inentuin  cruets  before  which  all 
professions  are  apt  to  lose  much  of  their  value  — and 
when  the  deeds  are  wholly  inconsistent  with,  and  ofUai 
in  utter  contradiction  to  the  words  of  jrromise,  it  is  not 
eiLsy,  where  there  is  no  personal  predilection  or  foregone 
couclusion  biiissing  the  judgement,  to  believe  in  the  good 
faith  or  sincerity  of  those  who  are  resjjonsible  for  both.  I 
say  responsible  for  both  ; but  for  the  .second  Mr.  Harris 
often  found  excuses,  iu  the  want  of  power  which  he  at- 
tri!)uted  to  the  Tycoon  and  his  Council  to  give  such  ful- 
fdment;  or  even  to  prevent  acts  directly  alfecting  the 
security  of  life  and  property;  and  violating  thelirst  condi- 
tions of  a treaty  of  amity  and  commerce, — or  indeed  of 
any  permanent  and  peaceable  relations. 

The  full  developement  of  this  original  cause  of  diver- 
gence, into  a manifest  and  avowed  want  of  unity  in 
action  and  thought,  wa.s  yet  to  come ; and  in  the  mean- 
time, both  the  French  Charge-d’Affaires  and  myself  gave 
the  Ministers  distinctly  to  understand  that  we  did  not  de- 
sire our  respective  audiences  until  they  had  satisfactorily 
arranged  with  the  Minister  of  the  United  States  the  con- 
ditions and  ceremonial  such  as  he  could  accept,  for  the 
farther  reception  he  had  rc*fpiired  ; — and  that  we  were  in 
entire  accord  with  him  on  the  subject.  At  last,  after 
negotiations  and  conferences  which  seemed  well  nigh  in- 
terminable, a programme  having  been  agreed  upon  with 
Mr.  Harris,  it  was  presented  to  me  and  accepted.  13y 
this  the  whole  ceremonial,  from  the  door  of  the  Legations 
to  the  palace,  and  back  again,  was  fixed. 

Mr.  Harris  had  his  audience  first,  as  had  been  pre- 
viously arranged  ; — and  his  re[)ort  being  satisfactory,  a day 
wijs  fixed  for  the  British  Minister.  I could  certainly 
have  desired  that  it  had  not  been  a broiling  day  iu 
August  under  an  eastern  sun  — but  these  things  must  be 
taken  as  they  come.  According  to  preconcertA“d  arrange- 
ments, Takimoto  Dzoosiono  Kami,  one  of  the  eight  Gover- 
noi-s  of  Foreign  Affains,  arrived  soon  after  7 a.m.,  to 
conduct  the  procession  to  the  palace, — an  hour  and  a 
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liixlf’s  course  in  a noriinon.  In  a few  minutes  tlie  cortege 
was  en  route.  First,  the  Governor  and  Ids  suite  — then 
tlie  Britisli  Minister  and  tlie  nienibei-s  of  tlie  Legation, 
Japane.se  and  British,  witli  standard,  spear,  and  umbrella 
bearers — led  horses,  and  a considerable  followdng  of 
tycoon’s  oliicers,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  countr}", 
when  men  of  rank  or  high  officials  appear  in  public.  The 
whole  way,  through  some  four  ndles  of  streets,  was  kept 
clear  by  the  ward  constables  with  their  iron  staves  and 
jingling  rings,  aided  by  a large  addition  of  Tycoon’s 
officers; — and  in  the  official  cpiarter  by  the  retainers  of  the 
respective  Daimios  as  we  passed  their  several  residences. 
All  traffic  was  either  stopped  or  turned  out  of  the  course  of 
the  procession.  The  inferior  and  unpriGleged  classes  were 
stopped,  and  officials  made  to  pa.ss  by  the  side  outside  the 
line.  The  authorities  kept  their  word  loyalement  for  once; 
and  the  whole  way  there  and  back,  this  order  was  strictly 
observed.  Arrived  within  the  third  moated  enclosure 
we  came  to  another  bridge,  high  above  the  level  of 
the  lower  cairseway,  leading  directly  to  that  part 
where  the  Tycoon  kept  his  court,  while  his  own  palace 
was  being  rebuilt.  Here  we  had  to  leave  our  norimons 
and  cro.ss  the  bridge  on  foot,  the  gentlemen  with  me 
having  descended  at  a previous  station — no  Daimio  or 
officer,  we  were  told,  being  allowed  to  pass  over  the 
bridge  otherwise  than  on  foot. 

Passing  through  the  ma.ssive  gateway  with  bastions 
flanking  a walled  enceinte  built  of  great  blocks  of  granite, 
a five  minute’s  walk,  still  preceded  by  Takimoto  Kami, 
brought  me  to  the  entrance  of  the  palace.  A sort  of 
large  vestibule  opening  into  a close  courtyard  of  no  great 
extent,  and  the  exact  counteqiart  of  the  only  Daimios’ 
residences  to  which  Foreigners  have  had  access — those  of 
the  Mnisters  — gave  entrance  to  the  palace.  Here,  our 
sm'vants  having  brought  some  cann>stools  expressly  .sent, 
to  provide  seats  where  there  were  none, — we  changed  our 
shoes,  that  we  might  not  mark  the  trim  mats  of  the 
palace,  or  enter  the  royal  presence  in  unseemly  guise. 

VOL.  I.  c c 


Digitized  by  Google 


38« 


THREE  YEARS  IN  JARAN. 


CiiAr.  XIX. 


Facing  us  in  the  square  apartment  forming  an  inner  hall, 
some  fifty  olBciaLs  all  in  gauze  and  silks  were  on  their 
knees,  and  in  front  of  these  several  of  the  Governors  of 
Foreign  Afliiirs,  — di.sguised  in  a court  costume  so  quaint 
and  strange,  and  so  utterly  bizarre  to  European  eyes,  that  I 
had  some  dilliculty  in  recognising  my  old  acquaintances, 
and  still  more  in  repressing  a smile  when  the  recognition 
took  place.  How  shall  I de.scribe  it  ? Nothing  but  the 
pencil  can  convey  a true  notion  of  what  it  is,  or  rather 
what  its  elTect  is,  to  anyone  who  has  not  seen  the  reality ! 


(orUT  tH‘  J\rANT.SK 


To  begin  with  the  head,  the  shaven  and  usually  bare 
crown,  had  perched  upon  the  top  what  I suppo.se  must 
be  called  a cap,  for  want  of  any  more  appropriate  name, 
made  of  black  lacquered  paiiier-mache.  In  sha|ie  it 
ai)pears  like  a boat  turned  bottom  up,  with  one  half  cut 
ofl’  and  the  edges  folded  in.  The  surcoat  of  gauze,  pro- 
jecting at  the  shoulders,  and  called  in  Japanese  the  Kami- 
fthirno,  partially  conceals  a robe  of  darker  hue,  beneath 
which  again  a pair  of  Turkish  trousers,  or  pettictiat  rather, 
of  figured  silk,  the  Ilakn-ma,  is  slit  open  at  the  sides  to 
allow  the  outer  robe  to  be  tucked  in,  and  secured  at  the 
waist  by  a broad  belt,  through  which  the  two  swords,  the 
one  long  and  the  other  short,  arc  passed.  But  the  most 
singular  |)art  of  the  whole  costume,  and  that  which. 
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atldcd  to  the  head-gear,  gave  an  irresistibly  comic  air  to 
the  whole  presentment,  was  the  immeasurable  prolonga- 
tion of  the  silk  trousers.  These,  instead  of  stoj)ping  short 
at  the  heels,  are  unconscionably  lengthened,  and  left  to 
trail  two  or  three  feet  behind  them, — so  that  their  feet  us 
they  advanced,  seemed  pushed  into  Avhat  should  have  been 
the  knees  of  the  garment.  The  consequence  was,  that 
they  were  compelled  to  shuffle  ahmg.  like  so  many  people 
shorn  by  some  general  calamity  of  both  legs,  and  walking 
on  their  .stumps, — much  as  a man  cut  down  to  his  knee.s 
might  be  expected  to  progi'ess, — an  effect  .still  farther 
heightened  by  said  prolongations  trailing  behind  on  the 
floor,  collapsed  and  evidently  enq)ty.  It  cerUiinly  retpiii'ed 
some  command  of  c(-)untenanee  t(j  follow  gravely  tliese 
high  oflieera  in  such  a masquerading  costume ; and  how 
they  managed  to  shuffle  on,  without  tumbling  at  each 
step,  wus  all  but  incomprehensible.  I have  seen  none  of 
the  Japanese  conjurors  do  anything  better. 


JAPANRSR  ‘ L«»R!)S  IN  WAITING’ 


Thus  preceded,  we  were  ushered  into  an  ante-room, 
where  all  the  Governors  of  Foreign  Affairs  came  to 
make  their  salutation.  Then  all  the  high  Ometskis  of 
the  palace,  to  the  number  of  some  seven  or  eight,  were 
presented  in  form — the  ‘lookers  through,’  who  are  sup- 
posed to  see  and  to  note  everything  for  the  information 
of  the  Government.  These  were  followed  by  the  heads 
of  the  Treasury  and  Mint.  A few  minutes  were  thus 
passed,  while  cups  of  tea  were  handed  round  and  the 
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arrival  of  tlie  British  Minister  was  being  announced  to 
the  Council  of  State,  and  by  them  to  the  Tycoon.  The 
room  was  of  twenty-eiglit  mats  (so  tliey  measure  rooms 
in  Japan,  each  mat  being  of  regulation  size,  tlie  larger 
six  feet  by  three), — of  no  great  pretension.s,  yet  handsome 
withal.  If  the  walls  were  not  covered  with  chef-d'mivrea 
from  the  Gobelins,  or  the  pencil  of  a Titian  or  Correggio, 
the  sliding  panels  or  screens,  of  which  the  partitions  are 
always  formed  in  Japane.se  houses,  presented  pictures 
daslied  off  with  a free  pencil,  and  which  had  at  least  the 
merit  of  singularity — birds  soaring  in  skies  of  gold, 
trees  rising  out  of  equally  efl'ulgent  seas  (or  hills  indiffer- 
ently), with  a dreamy  sort  of  vagueness  as  to  the  respec- 
tive limits  of  earth,  sky,  or  water,  though  all  were 
evidently  intended  to  appear.  The  floor  Yva.s  of  matting, 
in  the  usual  way,  each  mat  edged  with  a border  of 
ligured  silk,  the  effect  of  which  is  by  no  means  bad. 
The  ceiling  av,^s  lacquered  and  divided  into  square 
(!ompartments,  deeply  cut,  with  gold  and  coloured  leaves 
embos.sed  in  lacquer  forming  the  centre.s  not  unhke  our 
older  Gothic  ceilings.  Some  elaborate,  but  rather  coai-se 
carving,  fllled  up  certain  spaces  running  round  one  side 
of  the  room,  between  the  ceiling  and  the  tops  of 
the  sliding  panels,  which  are  seldom  higher  than  six  feet 
from  the  ground, — as  tall  Saxons  and  Celts  have  found  to 
their  cost  many  times,  '\\dien  Admiral  Hope  was  at  the 
Legation  I was  always  in  anxiety  for  his  head, — and  II.M.’s 
Consul  at  Kanagawa  fairly  tried  the  strength  of  his  skull 
against  the  sharp  edge  of  the  traversing  beam,  — and 
measured  his  length  backward  on  the  ground  under  a 
blow  that  might  have  killed  a weaker  man.*  On  the  side 
of  the  room  opposite  the  entrance  a very  narrow  court, 
or  pa.<.sage  rather, — open  to  the  sky,  let  in  light  and  air 
from  above,  and  was  evidently  there  for  that  purpose 

‘ I'pon  n later  nerngion,  Mr.  Oliphniit,  the  Secretary  ef  I^ejration,  oweil 
his  life  to  this  peculiarity  of  constriictioii, — every  blow  aimed  at  his  head 
with  the  two-handed  sword,  in  his  rencontre  in  the  passajre  with  some  of 
the  a.“sjissins,  being  turned  aside  in  the  dark  by  the  low  traverse  beam. 
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only,  none  coming  from  any  other  (luartor.  l?y  the  time 
I had  made  tliese  ob.«ervations,  I wa.s  invited  to  move 
forward  through  a corridor  lined  with  kneeling  atten- 
dants some  two  or  three  deep,  until  I reached  another 
and  smaller  room, — or  rather  an  angle  screened  off,  where 
I had  to  wait  until  the  signal  should  be  given  that 
tlie  Tycoon  wiis  seated  in  the  audience  hall. 

The  detention  was  very  short,  and,  emerging  again 
into  the  corridor,  there  was  another  pause  opposite  a 
large  room,  fdled  wth  more  than  a hundred  officers 
in  grand  official  costume,  all  kneeling,  five  and  six 
deep,  in  rows  ; perfectly  mute,  and  immoveable  as  statues, 
their  heads  just  raised  from  the  floor.  Tliis  was  the 
room,  I found,  adjoining  the  audience  chamber ; and 
two  officers  in  the  same  posture,  a httle  in  advance, 
were  evidently  watching  for  the  moment  to  give  the 
signal  for  our  advance.  This  followed  almost  imme- 
diately,— when  my  usher  with  the  inexpressible  pro- 
longations instantly  fell  on  his  hands  and  knees,  and, 
with  his  head  to  the  ground,  turned  the  eventful  corner 
which  brought  him  into  the  jwesence.  Upon  the  whole, 
his  costume  seemed  to  gain  in  rationality,  whatever  its 
owner  might  do,  by  the  change  of  po.sture  ; for  now 
the  same  .silken  continuations  served  to  cover  his  un- 
sjuulal  led  feet,  — and,  to  a certain  extent,  disguise  what 
.sort  of  a being  was  under  their  folds.  Following  him 
as  close  as  his  drapery  would  allow,  I came  to  the 
entrance  of  the  audience  chamber,  which  was  raised  a 
h)w  step  above  the  level  of  the  corridor,  and  before 
me  I saw,  some  thirty  feet  off,  on  a kind  of  dais  at 
the  farther  end  of  the  room,  the  young  Tycoon.  He 
^vas  seated  on  a sort  of  throne,  or  square  pedestal, 
niised  about  six  feet  from  the  ground.  lie  wore  a 
head-dress  something  like  that  of  his  officers,  and  was 
dressed  in  a silken  robe  of  very  ample  proportions,  in 
which  he  appeared  enveloped  from  head  to  foot.  There 
was  only  a demi-juur  admitted  — uideed  this  prevails 
in  all  Japanese  houses,  from  the  absence  of  glass  and 
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the  want  of  height  in  all  their  paper-covered  screens, 
which  do  the  duty  of  both  doors  and  windows.  The 
light  is  still  farther  obscured  by  a projecting  roof,  to 
cover  the  inevitalile  verandah,  necessary  in  all  cases 
to  protect  the  j>aper  from  the  rain.  It  wa.s  impossible, 
therefore,  even  when  I approiiched  much  nearer,  to  dis- 
tinguish his  features  very  accurately.  But  he  was  evi- 
dently a mere  youth,  though  stout  and  large-limbed, 
Avith  a full  face  and  rather  heavy  expression.  To  my 
right,  below  the  dais,  three  members  of  the  Great  Council 
of  State  were  kneeling  in  attendance.  One  of  tliese  was 
the  President  and  First  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  Avho 
Avas  to  receive  from  my  hands  the  letter  of  the  Queen, 
after  I had  delivered  my  address.  Behind  the  Tycoon 
was  a numerous  retinue,  kneeling  in  .some  strange  atti- 
tude I had  not  seen  before  — leaning,  I think,  ufaju  their 
sheathed  swords,  as  if  in  the  act  of  springing  to  their 
feet  — or  preparcnl  to  do  so  at  a signal.  To  the  left  of 
mo,  also,  a considerable  numlxir  of  Daimios  and  ollicei’s 
were  grouped,  all  kneeling.  Upon  the  Avhole,  it  Avas  iiujios- 
sible  not  to  be  struck  Avith  the  hushetl  silence  and  solemn 
decorum  of  the  assemblage.  Not  a movement  could  be 
detecterl,  nor  a sound  heard,  until,  as  I advanced  to 
the  centre  of  the  second  mat,  and  made,  according  to 
the  programme,  my  lii-st  obeisance  by  a boAV,  when 
my  usher  and  master  of  the  ceremonies  — a Fii-st  Lord 
in  Waiting,  who  Ava.s  still  on  his  knees  and  hands  to  my 
right,  and  a step  or  two  behind  — announc(‘d  me  in  a 
sort  of  liwjua  franca  — a remnant  of  former  barbaric 
procedures  Avith  the  Dutch  — something  created  for 
the  occasion,  I sliould  think  ; it  certainly  Avas  neitlier 
Japane.se  nor  pure  Dutch  — still  less  English.  It  Avas 
neither  ‘ A'oyc,’  nor  ‘I  e/m';’  but  it  sounded  something 
like  ‘Ingle.sa  Minister.’  This  done,  he  sliullled  on  two 
mats  farther,  Avhile  I adA’anced  on  and,  pausing,  m.ade  my 
se(a)ud  reA’erence  ; then  tAA’o  more  mats  and  a third  1)oaa' 
brought  me  Avithin  a feAV  ])aces  of  the  presence  seat.  I 
had  l.H>en  told  (he  prostrate  Usher  of  tins  Bod  Avould  be 
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duse  to  niy  foot  to  take  liold  of  iny  Imusci-s  if  I forgot 
my  lesson  and  advanced  too  far ; and  tlie  Governons  in 
waiting  had  made  divem  efforts,  botli  previously  in  the 
Legation  and  on  my  arrival  at  the  jialace,  to  induce  me 
to  go  through  a rehearsal  in  the  audience  chamber,  for 
their  satisfaction.  Tliey  a]»peared  horribly  afraid  there 
might  be  some  step  too  much  or  too  little.  An  I de- 
clined going  through  such  mummery,  they  evidently  w'crc 
at  their  wits’  end.  • Would  I not  like  before  the  au- 
dience to  .see  the  room!'’  I su|>posed  it  wa.s  like  any 
t)ther  large  room  with  mats,  which  I could  see  as  1 
walked,  and  count,  if  necessary.  ‘ Oh  no  ! — it  was 
uiihke  any  other  room,  and  Mr.  Harris  had  gone  to 
see  it,’  — CiU'efully  supj)re.ssing  that  they  had  indeed 
inveigled  him  the  first  time,  but  on  the  second  occa- 
sion, knowing  their  object,  he  had  resolutely  resisted 
all  their  cajoleries.  However,  I gave  my  lowly  guide 
no  trouble  — I stopped  as  he  stopped^  and  gave  the 
Tycoon  his  stipulated  number  of  reverences,  and,  after 
the  last,  delivered  a very  short  address ; which  the 
Tycoon  answered  still  more  brietly, — Ijy  what  appeared 
indeed  three  or  four  words,  although  the  Hutch  trans- 
lation, which  had  becji  previously  |)laced  in  my  hands 
by  the  Ministers,  consisted  of  as  many  sentences.  Mi'. 
Eusden,  the  secretary  in  the  Japanese  department,  having 
handed  me  the  Queen’s  letter  before  I began  my  speech, 
the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  then  rose,  and  received 
it  from  my  hands.  I made  another  reverence,  which 
the  Tycoon  acknowledged  liy  an  inclination  of  his  head, 
and  that  was  the  signal  for  my  retiring,  which  I 
did,  e?i  reculant  — bowing  in  the  same  order  as  when  I 
entered.  I had  been  told  that  I might  turn  round, 
but  I said  that  was  contrary  to  our  custom  before 
crowned  heads ; and  therefore  I should  not  avail  myself 
of  the  permission — wilhng  to  show  to  the 'Tycoon  the 
observance  ami  respect  due  to  my  O'wm  Sovereign.  It 
nearly  terminated  untoivardly,  however,  for  my  usher. 
On  my  stepjiing  down  into  the  corridor,  just  before  turning 
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round  as  I left  the  clianiber,  lie  had  already  gained 
his  feet,  and  was  shuffling  away  before  me,  leaving 
at  least  a yard  of  silk  drapery  beliind  him,  trailing  on 
the  ground,  when  my  heel  pinned  one  of  these.  For  a 
moment,  it  seemed  doubtful  whether  he  must  part  com- 
pany with  his  garment,  or  fall  backward  to  save  it. 
But,  with  this  small  misadventure,  all  went  smoothly. 
I retired  to  another  room,  where  I recei\ed  the  con- 
gratulations of  the  Council  of  Ministers;  and  then  my  party 
wended  its  w’ay  back  as  it  came,  preceded  by  another 
of  the  Governors  of  Foreign  Affairs,  and  we  arrived  at 
the  Legation  about  noon.  Immediately  after,  Oiibeno- 
no-kami,  a second  Governor  of  Foreign  Affairs,  made  his 
appearance  with  a box  carried  by  eight  men  — a present 
from  the  Tycoon,  with  which  he  was  specially  charged, 
as  a time-honoured  custom.  On  the  top  was  a roll 
of  dried  fish  and  sea-weed,  tied  round  by  a red  and 
white  string,  made  of  twisted  paper,  the  only  string  they 
use  — su[iposed  to  be  emblematic  of  humility,  and  to 
remind  the  Japanese  that  they  were  ‘ once  a race  of  poor 
fishermen,  and  that  by  teinfierance  and  frugality  they 
had  risen  to  greatness,  which  only  by  such  virtues  could 
be  preserved.’  The  box  contained  a series  of  trays,  Avith 
a variety  of  the  most  recherche  confectionery,  tastefully 
arranged  in  variegatwl  rows  and  figures.  The  two 
Governors  and  chief  intei-jireter,  ^loriyama,  acccjited  my 
invitation  to  breakfast,  this  ansAvering  to  their  usual  noon 
meal,  and  seemed  to  enjoy  some  preserved  mutton  and 
green  peas,  as  Avell  as  the  chamjiagne  ; and  did  not  even 
refuse  to  eat — in  courtesy  to  their  host,  probably — some 
remarkably  tough  beef,  of  Japanese  groAvth.  I fear 
they  could  make  no  pretensions  to  be  considered  goixl 
Buddhists ; nor  have  I yet  met  any  of  the  oflicial  class, 
Avho  do  not  either  feel,  or  affect,  great  contempt  for  any 
creed  but  that  of  Taouists,  or  some  kindred  sect  of 
rationalists  and  scejitics.  Moriyama  is  an  especial  admirer 
of  ale  and  coffee  — the  latter  a \cry  general  taste  among 
all  Avho  came  to  the  Ix*gation  ; and,  indeed,  nothing  but 
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opportunity  is  wanting,  I fency,  to  make  the  Japanese 
generally,  consumers  of  many  of  our  European  luxui'ies — 
to  the  great  detriment,  it  is  to  be  feared,  of  the  frugality  and 
temperance  so  earnestly  inculcated  as  the  habits  of  their 
fishermen  ancestors.  Perhaps  their  Eulers  are  not  so  far 
Avrong  in  looking  forward  with  dread  to  the  time  Avhen 
Western  civilisation  and  lu.vuries  sluill  take  the  place  of 
their  own  more  simple  habits  of  hfe — Avith  no  Avants  but 
those  which  are  easily  supplied,  and  that  from  their  oavu 
soil,  Avithout.the  necessity  of  paying  tribute  to  the  fo- 
reigner. IIoAv  soon  such  changes  may  come,  it  is  imj)ossible 
to  say — seeing  Avhat  marvellous  progress  has  marked  the 
hist  seven  years.  NotAvithstanding  their  long  and  resolutely 
maintained  isolation  and  exclusivism, — carried  even  into 
their  political  economy,  and  cherished  in  the  national 
mind,  as  their  ark  of  safetj^  and  the  shibboleth  of  their 
independence  — the  day  has  arrived  Avhen  a British 
Minister  can  take  up  his  residence  in  the  capital,  and 
is  received  by  the  Tycoon,  not  as  Avere  the  chiefs  of  the 
Dutch  factoiy  at  Decima  — long  the  only  representatives 
of  Europe  — in  days  noAv  long  passed,  and  never,  it  is  to 
be  hoped,  to  return.  There  is  hope  in  this,  but  there  is 
also  danger ; — for  Avhen  Avere  ever  changes  so  sudden  and 
extreme,  made  Avithout  danger  and  risk  of  reaction  ? 

I may  say,  in  conclusion,  that  I Avas  struck  Avith  the 
order  and  decorum  of  all  I saAv  Avithin  the  palace.  As 
things  are  ordered  at  tlie  levee,  nothing  can  exceed  the 
general  simplicity  of  the  arrangements.  The  suite  of  rooms 
and  corridors  are  unencumbered  with  a vestige  of  furni- 
ture— a Japanese  noble,  like  his  seif  or  subject,  as  Ave 
know,  sitting  on  his  heels  and  eating  off  a little  lacquer 
tray  on  legs,  standing  only  a feiv  indies  from  the  ground, 
Avhile  both  sleep  on  the  mats  of  the  floor,  Avith  a 
j)illoAV  of  lacfj[uer  or  Avood  not  larger  than  the  head. 
May  they  not  truly  congratulate  themselves  that  they 
have  Avell  preserved  the  Spartan  simpheity  of  their 
ancestors, — content  Avith  the  same  simple  fare  of 
rice  and  fish,  and  requiring  no  foreign  luxuries  to 
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absorb  tlieir  wealth  or  enervate  tlieir  energies?  Tlie 
rooms  admitting  of  being  opened  tlieir  whole  width  and 
length  upon  the  ample  corridors,  by  merely  removing  the 
sliding  screens  whicli  are  the  only  pmtitions  in  a Japanese 
house, — allow  a great  display  of  olFicers  and  attendants  in 
their  costumes  of  ceremony,  without  crowding.  I’assing 
through  rank  after  rank  of  these,  mute  and  motionless  as 
I have  described  them,  suddenly,  on  some  signal  ajipa- 
rently,  there  is  a general  and  long-prolonged  sibilated 
sound  impossible  to  describe,  something  between  a ‘ A/.s.s“  ’ 
and  a long-drawn  ‘ hish-t’  It  seems  to  circulate  through 
the  whole  building  far  and  near,  and  to  be  echoed  through 
all  the  courts  and  corridors ; and  is  supposed,  I fancy,  to  in- 
dicate some  act  or  movement  of  the  Tycoon,  bespeaking 
reverence  and  a hushed  attention.  It  wtis  immediately 
after  one  of  the.se  rustlings  of  the  breeze  of  reverence 
vibrating  through  the  lips  of  a thousand  sibilating  cour- 
tiers, that  I received  the  signal  to  advance  to  the  entrance 
of  the  council  chamber.  I have  never  seen  or  heard  any- 
thing like  it,  or  indeed  in  the  least  resembling  this 
stnmge  but  iin])rc.ssive  way  of  bespeaking  profound 
reverence. 
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CHANfJE  OF  SCENE — A PILORIMAOE  TO  FUSITAMA,  AND  A VISIT  TO 
THE  SPAS  OF  ATAUI. 

ARIOUS  motives  led  me  to  plan  an  e.vpedition 


tlirough  the  interior  to  the  far-famed  sacred  moun- 
tain ; and  various  causes  also  delayed  my  departure  until 
I had  some  reasons  to  fear  the  Japanese  Ministers  miglit 
prove  right  in  their  confident  j)redictions,  that  it  was  too 
late  to  accomj)lish  the  ascent  August  was  already  j)ast 
and  the  fimt  days  of  September  were  gUding  on,  while  1 
was  yet  engaged  in  removing  the  obstacles  raised  by  the 
Ministers  themselves  in  the  first  instmee,  and  admirably 
spread  over  time  and  space  subsequently  by  their  subor- 
dinates— with  a fertility  of  invention  and  hardihood  of 
persistence,  which,  if  it  did  not  secure  them  success, 
would  in  a better  cause  have  entitled  them  to  great 


There  are  but  two  months  in  the  year,  usually  July 
and  August,  when  the  mountain  is  sulficicntly  fi’ee  from 
snow  to  permit  the  ascent.  So  at  least  the  natives  assert 
who  go  to  this  snow-capped  and  cloud-enveloped  shrine 
of  their  gods,  in  crowds,  eveiy  year ; and,  from  my  sub- 
sequent experience,  I shoidd  judge  the  ascent  to  be  well 
nigh  impossible  after  any  snow  has  fallen.  But,  although 
they  go  in  numbers,  strangely  enough  it  is  only  the 


praise. 
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poorer  classes, — to  -wlioni,  one  would  suppose,  both  time 
and  money  must  be  tlie  most  difficult  to  command  ; 
wliile  tlie  absence  of  either  would  create  insurmountable 
oljstacles.  But  what  will  not  fiiith  and  energy — even  a 
Pagan’s  hiith — accomplisli  ? It  appears,  if  I may  believe 
the  Ministers,  that  it  is  not  considered  consistent  with  tlie 
dignity  of  a Daimio,  or  even  an  officer  of  any  rank,  to 
make  the  pilgrimage  — perhaps  because  too  many  of  the 
greasy  mob  must  unavoidably  come  in  close  contact 
with  them.  Bo  this  as  it  may,  it  was  one  of  the 
objections  strongly  urged  by  the  Ministers:  ‘ It  was  not 
fitting  in  a person  of  the  rank  of  a British  Envoy  to  make 
tlie  pilgrimage,  limited  by  custom  if  not  by  law  to  the 
lower  classes ! ’ If  it  be  asked  why  the  Ministers  were 
so  averse  to  my  giving  effect  to  a plain  stipulation  of 
treaties,  by  wliich  the  head  of  a Diplomatic  mission  is 
secured,  with  right  of  residence  in  the  capital,  the  free 
riijht  to  travel  all  over  the  emph'e,  I can  only  reply  that 
there  are  many  reasons  apparent  enough.  But  which  may 
have  been  the  most  influential  of  these,  or  the  real  ob- 
jection, is  quite  another  question.  Xo  doubt  the  whole 
policy  of  the  existing  rulei-s  is  to  limit  and  restrict,  as  far 
as  possible,  all  locomotion  of  foreigners,  and  all  inter- 
course, commercial  or  social,  with  the  natives.  The 
infdtration  of  European  ideas,  principles,  and  habits  of 
thought,  felt  to  be  antagonistic  and  subvereive  of  those 
heretofore  prevalent, — is  not,  m their  opinion,  a desirable 
consummation ; and,  so  far  as  in  them  lies,  it  will  be 
})rcvcnted.  Of  this  I can  have  no  doubt;  and  with  this 
ever-})resent  feeling  and  guiding  ]irinciple,  it  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at  if  they  have  from  the  beginning  spared  no 
effort  to  create  impediments,  and  place  the  Foreign  Be- 
presentatives  es[)eciaUy  (who  by  treaty  and  diplomatic 
usage  could  claim  so  much  more  latitude  of  action  than 
any  others)  in  a sort  of  moral  quarantine.  It  has  only 
been  by  a series  of  well-contested  battles,  in  which  much 
strategj'  and  perseverance  has  been  disj)layed  bj"  the 
Japanese, — and  much  firmness  and  determination  on  the 
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otlier  side  lias  been  required, — that  it  has  been  possible  to 
secure  any  semblance  of  liberty  in  the  capital  — -where,  to 
say  the  truth,  our  presence  -wjus,  and  i.s  long  likely  to  be, 
particularly  unpalatable  to  all  the  [)rivileged  classes.  It 
was  first  attempted  to  bar  all  travelling  by  land  to  the  port 
of  Kanagawa,  some  seventeen  mdes  distant.  Then,  under 
pressure  of  alarm  at  the  danger  of  chsalTected  persons 
doing  us  personal  injury,  it  was  sought  to  confine  the 
members  of  the  several  Legations  for  an  indefinite  time, 
‘ until  the  country  was  more  quiet,’  within  the  walls  of 
the  residences  as,signed.  To  this  day,  no  Japanese  of 
education  or  station  can  pa.ss  within  the  gates,  unless 
actually  employed  by  the  Government.  Nor,  indeed,  can 
any  Japanese — servant,  workmen,  or  merchant — without 
a license,  for  which,  if  they  have  anything  to  sell,  a black 
mail  is  levied.* 

Despite  all  difficulties,  this  first  attempt  of  any  Foreign 
llepre.sentative  to  make  the  treaty  clause  securing  right  of 
travel  a realltif,  .succeeded ; and,  on  Sejiteinber  the  4th,  a 
party  of  eight  started  from  the  British  Consulate  at 
Kanagawa,  which,  being  a day’s  journey  on  the  road, 
had  been  made  the  rendezvous.  Besides  the  permanent 
stafl'  of  the  Legation,  I had  the  advantage  of  being  ac- 
companied b}’  Lieut.  Bobinson,  of  the  Indian  navy,  jiro- 
vided  Avith  a few  instnnnents  for  the  purpose  of  scientific 
observations; — and  a practical  botanist,  in  the  person  of 
Mr.  Veitch,  a son  of  the  Avell-known  London  horticul- 
turist. This  I deemed  especially  fortunate,  as  Sir 
William  Hooker  had  Avritten  to  .say  it  w'as  an  object  of 
great  interest  to  botanists  to  learn  something  of  the 

* .After  the  event,  it  referred  to  by  writers  in  the  loenl  papers  of  China 

and  Japan,  seldom  disposed  to  see  any  good  in  the  acta  or  the  motives  of 
ofTieials,  as  a wanton  outrage  to  the  feeling's  of  the  Japane.se,  and  a source 
of  danger  to  foreigners  generally;  while  others,  again,  made  it  a reproach 
to  the  British  Minister  that  ho  himself  e.vercised  a privilege,  which  ho 
denied  to  the  rest  of  his  countrymen.  Both  charges  admit  of  a very  simple 
an.swer.  The  right  of  travelling  through  the  empire  was  secured  bv  treaty' 
to  Diplomatic  Agents,  and  denied  to  all  others  — and  the  right  was  stipulated 
for  and  insisted  upon  — that  it  might  be  e.rtrcued,  and  thus  gradually  break 
down  the  barriers  to  free  intercourse  with  the  people,  and  give  access  to 
the  interior,  which  it  was  not  judged  expedient  to  attempt  by  other  means. 
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mountain  vegetation  of  Japan ; and  especially  Fusij'aina, 
of  which  nothing  absolutely  was  known.  I felt  it  no 
breach  of  treaty  to  attach,  teinporanly,  to  the  Legation 
such  provisional  inembei’s ; — nor  did  the  Government  take 
any  e.xception,  or  attempt  to  limit,  in  any  Avay,  the  number 
of  my  suite. 

Travelling  in  Japan,  unless  as  a pedestrian  and  one  of 
the  im])rivileged  clas.«e.s,  is  not  altogether  a sini[)le  matter ; 
especially  is  it  not  so  Avhen  a large  party  of  Europeans  go 
together,  and  intend  to  be  away  some  weeks.  Every  ad- 
ditional unit  added  to  the  number,  involves  transport  and 
commissariat  arrangements,  Avhich  seem  to  increase,  not  in 
aritlimetical  but  in  geometrical  rates  of  progression ! Ac- 
cordingly, before  I mounted  myself,  I marked  with  dismay 
a seemingly  endless  line  of  baggage-animals  — indulging 
in  the  most  vehement  and  eccentric  protests  against  their 


HUW  JAl'AKESE  KEASTS  OF  hUUDKN  CMMlHtUT  TUKMSELVKS 


l)urdens,  which  boded  no  good  to  anything  fragile  — and 
led  horses  issuing  out  of  the  gates  accompanied  by  their 
kec])ers.  Servants  and  followers  of  every  denomination, 
under  every  imaginable  pretext.,  had,  I found,  attached 
thcmselve.s,and  apparently  witlmut  limit,  to  the  party.  The 
ex[)edition  had  evidently  ri.sen  in  popular  favour,  once  the 
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objections  of  tlie  authorities  had  been  put  aside.  To  make 
a pilgrimage  to  Fnsiyama  is  an  act  of  virtue  with  the 
natives,  to  which  deliverance  from  misfortune  and  sickness 
atUiches ; and  an  opportunity  of  doing  this  at  my  e.xi>ense 
instead  of  tlioir  own,  and  enjoying  a holiday  at  the  .<arnc 
time,  with  an  additional  chance  of  service  and  goo<l  wages, 
was  altogether  too  much  to  be  resisted.  Even  the  Govern- 
ment ofRcisds  ordered  to  accompany  me,  and  my  most  trou- 
blesome impediments  in  the  beginning, — at  last  discovered 
that  I had  cho.sen  a [)ropitious  time  for  my  expedition, 
and  evinced  the  greatest  alacrity  when  it  became  inevi- 
table, and  their  part  of  obstructives  had  been  played  out. 
So  I was,  perhaps,  to  be  considered  fortunate,  on  the  whole, 
that  my  commissariat  did  not  quite  take  the  proportions 
of  an  Indian  detachment  on  a line  of  march.  Although 
I had  especially  stipulated  for  the  absence  of  any  parade, 
and  desired  to  dispense  with  an  accompanying  escort, 
wishing  on  all  accounts  to  travel  .as  much  as  possible  in 
a private  capacity,  the  Government’s  decl.arcd  anxiety  for 
my  security  (along  roads  they  persisted  in  considering 
dangerous)  made  the  company  of  a certain  number  of 
otlicitds  inevitable.  A Vice-Governor,  three  or  four 
yaconins  (olRcers  of  tlie  Government  entitled  to  wear 
two  swords),  and  of  course  an  ‘ omebiky^'  or  spy,  to 
watch  them  if  not  me  — more  probably  both  — made  up 
my  escort.  The.se  all  being  gentlemen  of  a certain 
dignity,  each  had  their  norimons  with  bearers  and  at- 
tendants, the  Vice-Governor  with  umbrella  and  spear- 
bearers.  These,  added  to  my  own,  made  a cort&je  of  at 
least  a hundred  pei'sons,  with  more  than  thirty  horse.s. 
and,  as  my  eye  followed  them  along  the  road  nearly  as  far 
.as  I could  see,  I sighed  involuntiirily  to  think  what  I was 
undertaking, — h.aving  had  some  experience  of  travelling 
in  the  East,  both  in  its  cares  and  its  costs,  and  under 
simil.ar  conditions  of  a Large  following.  In  trutli,  it  had 
required  some  clTort  on  my  part  to  face  the  inevitixble 
troubles ; — -and  without  a [)olitical  ol  ject,  which  I deemed 
of  .some  importance,  I should  never  perh.aps  have  started. 
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But  it  wa.s  a question  wlietlier  the  clause  of  the  treaty 
giving  unrestricted  riglit  of  travelling  to  Foreign  Eepre- 
sentatives  residing  in  the  capital,  was,  like  so  many  other 
stij^ulations,  to  be  regarded  as  a dead  letter  to  all  practical 
purposes?  It  so  happened,  that  neither  I nor  any  of  my 
colleagues  hitherto  had  found  leisure  or  inclination  to  put 
it  to  a practical  test,  and  give  it  effect  by  undertaking  any 
e.xpedition.  American,  Dutch,  and  Russian  agents  had, 
on  one  or  two  occasions,  travcllc*d  along  the  high  road, 
either  from  Nagasaki  or  Ilakodadi,  on  their  way  to  and 
from  the  caj)ital  for  purposes  of  negotiation,  as  the  Dutch 
formerly  to  ctirry  tribute  ; but  a journey  in  the  interior, 
undertaken  for  the  avowed  pui’j;)Ose  of  recreation  and 
obseiration,  — and  out  of  the  beaten  track,  in  the 
exercise  of  a treaty  right,  was  as  yet  an  unheard-of  thing. 
The  difficulties  and  obstacles  I encountered,  though  not 
on  the  whole  more  than  experience  led  me  to  anticipate, 
Avere  at  least  many  and  tiresome.  Sometimes  the  pleas 
for  delay  or  abandonment  jnit  forward  Avere  amusing. 
At  fii-st  it  Avas  the  unsettled  state  of  the  countiy,  and  the 
risk  of  venturing  so  far  from  the  capital  and  seat  of 
gOA'crnment ; then  it  Avas  too  late  in  the  season,  nay, 
‘ at  certain  times,  the  mountain  opened  in  huge  fissures 
and  SAvalloAA'ed  up  the  inanitions  traveller.’  Ea'cii  Avhen 
all  hope  of  absolutely  stopping  me  must  have  been  lost, 
it  AA^as  found  a great  feast,  or  matniri,  was  going  on,  and 
the  roads  Avould  be  filled  with  drunken  dissolute  cha- 
racters ; so  that  at  all  events  / must  defer  my  departure 
a feic  days.  This  conceded,  the  preparations  Avent  on  ; 
and  it  Avas  somoAvhat  remarkable  that  from  this  moment, 
having  made  a good  fight  and  been  defeated,  they  seemed 
to  accept  the  result  as  inevitable,  and  ‘ ate  their  leek  ’ 
Avith  no  bad  grace  after  all.  Indeed,  from  the  hour  of 
my  leaA'ing  Yeddo  to  the  day  of  my  return  after  a 
month's  absence,  I met  not  only  Avith  no  farther  ob- 
struction ; but,  to  all  appearance,  everything  Avas  done  by 
the  officials  and  Government  to  make  my  journey  botli 
])leasant  and  safe : this  I feel  bound  in  justice  to  record. 
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I have  said  there  was  ii  political  object,  a[)ai  t li  t mi  the 
pleasure  of  getting  away  from  my  state  [irisoii  in 

Yeddo,  and  the  attractions  of  so  novel  an  expedition  in  a 
new  field  of  observation.  The  prosjiect  of  line  scenery, 
change  of  air,  ami  an  experience  of  the  sulphur  spas  of 
Atiuni,  with  a rpiiet  sojourn  by  the  seaside,  all  of  whieli 
were  in  the  programme,  might  have  been  insulTicicnt.  But 
I wished  especially  to  ascertain  for  myself  Avhether  there 
was  any  foundation  for  the  never-failing  assertion  of  the 
Ministei’s,  that  the  ‘ country  was  in  an  unsettled  state, 
owing  to  the  increased  deiuness  of  evciything,  caased  by 
the  sudden  demands  of  foreign  trade.’  I wished  to  have 
the  opportunity  of  judging  whether  the  excitement  and 
hostility  towards  foreignei-s,  in  consequence  of  the  newly- 
contracted  foreign  relations,  and  departure  from  the 
ancient  policy  of  seclusion  and  isolation,  did  or  did  not 
exist  — away  from  the  centre  of  government.  And  this 
personal  observation  could  alone  supply,  while  travelling 
leisurely  through  the  countiy.  Other  objects  there  were 
also  only  to  be  attained  by  my  own  presence.  It  is  true, 
I ran  the  risk  of  encountering  disagreeable  evidences  of 
the  power  of  the  llulei’s  of  Japan  to  verify  their  OAvn  pro- 
phecies ; neither  did  I overlook  the  circumstance  of  such 
a journey  offering  a great  temptation  to  convince  me  by 
facts  of  the  accuracy  of  the  conclusion  they  were  so  anxious 
to  impress  upon  me — namely,  that  such  was  the  state  of 
public  feeling  that  our  own  safety,  not  less  than  that  t)f 
the  Government,  required  the  quasi  sequestration  of 
Foreign  Kepre.sentatives  in  their  respective  dwellings, 
and  a farther  modification  of  existing  treaties,  so  far  as 
the  opening  of  additional  ports  was  concerned.  But  these 
Avere  risks  to  be  deliberately  incurred — in  view  of  the  im- 
portance of  securing  some  independent  means  of  judge- 
ment, or  the  chance  at  least  of  doing  so — wliich  such  an 
expedition,  far  from  the  capital  and  centre  of  government, 
could  alone  afford.  And  I had  heard  so  much  of  this  dread 
hydra  which  stood  in  the  way  of  all  advance, — warning  the 
foreigner  off,  with  threatening  voice  and  gesture,  that  I Avas 
* VOL.  I.  D D 
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strongly  moved  to  take  a voyage  of  discovery  in  pursuit 
of  some  more  tangible  evidence  of  its  existence  than  had 
yet  been  afforded  me. 

The  route  to  Fu-siyama  from  Yeddo  skirts  the  coast  for 
some  fifty  miles,  crossing  here  and  there  a peninsula.  The 
Toauh,  or  high  road  to  the  capiud  already  referred  to, 
winding  along  the  coast  to  Nagasaki  and  otlier  towns 
south  of  Yeddo,  was  open  to  us  as  far  as  Yosiwara. 
15y  this  road  all  the  Daimios  whose  territories  lie 
south,  yearly  travel  to  and  from  the  court,  for  a 
forced  residence  of  six  months ; and  the  mountain-pass 
of  Hakoni,  through  which  it  leads,  is  strictly  guarded,  to 
prevent  arms  being  carried  toward  the  capital,  or  wife  or 
female  child  belonging  to  Daimios  passing  out  from  it, — as 
tliese  remain  hosUiges  during  his  return  to  his  territory. 
'The  day’s  journey  for  these  magnates  of  the  land,  who 
travel  with  an  immense  retinue  of  retainers,  sometimes 
sevenil  thousand,  seldom  exceeds  twenty  miles,  and  more 
generally  fifteen  is  the  limit — or  from  five  to  six  Jii,  a 
measure  of  about  4,900  yards,  or  two  miles  and  two- 
thirds.  At  the  several  towns  at  wdiich  they  usually  halt 
tliere  are  a certain  number  of  honjens  — houses  of  enter- 
tainment reserved  expressly  for  Daimicjs  and  'Tycoon’s 
ofheers,  where  they  put  up  for  the  night.  These  are 
generally  ke^it  by  some  servant  or  retainer  of  the  lord  of 
tlie  di.strict;  who  will  eitlier  sujiply  the  usual  footl 
from  the  kitchen  atUiched,  or  the  traveller’s  servants  can 
[ireparo  it  themselves,  or  finally  purchase  it  fi'om  a 
neitrhbourinfi  traiteur  for  tlieir  master.  These  houses  are 
generally  sjiacious,  clean, — and  empty.  The  clean  matted 
floor  supplies  at  once  a seat,  a couch,  and  a table. 
Wadded  counterpanes,  and  even  musquito  nets,  can 
generally  be  supplied  for  sleeping. 

'The  ])rinci])al  apartments  are  at  what  may  be  termed 
the  back  of  the  house,  situated,  as  the  dwelling  always 
is,  entre  coiir  et  jnrdin;  and  whatever  the  space  allotted, 
a gard(!ii  of  some  kind  is  always  to  be  found.  'Though  only 
a few  square  feet,  sometimes, — there  will  still  be  a minia- 
ture imitation  of  a wilderness,  of  dwarfed  trees,  rockwork,  ‘ 
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lake,  and  lawn.  Tliese  are  indispensable  in  all,  and  in 
some  where  the  space  is  less  restrictetl,  and  the  vicinity  of 
mountains  aids  the  artist,  there  are  cascades  brought  over 
ledges  of  rock,  subterranean  caves  with  gold  and  silver 
fish  passing  in  and  out ; and  trees  of  every  variety  of  luu‘ 
and  shape,  including  the  pine  and  yew,  bamboo,  and  a 
long  list  of  flowering  shrubs,  among  which  oranges  and 
camellias  are  common.  Ilere,  away  from  the  noise  of  the 
entrance  and  the  kitchen — the  latter  always  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  former — the  traveller  may  take  his  rest,  and  with 
very  little  help  from  the  imagination,  beheve  himself  in  the 
midst  of  a spacious  garden  and  grounds,  laid  out  with 
skill  and  taste.  Immediately  after  arrival  the  landlord 
appears  in  full  costume,  and,  prostrating  himself  with  his 
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head  to  the  ground,  felicitates  himself  on  the  honour  of 
receiving  so  distinguished  a guest,  begs  to  receive  5'our 
orders,  and  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  accept  a humble 
offering  at  his  hands  — generally  a little  fruit,  a few 
grapes  or  orange.s,  occasionally  a rope  of  eggs,  that  is  to 
say,  a row  of  these,  curiously  twisted  and  plaited  in  to 
a fine  rope  of  straw.  Due  thanks  having  been  given,  he 
disappears,  and  you  see  no  more  of  him  or  his  servants — 
if,  as  usually  liappens,  the  guests  bring  their  own,  and  do 
not  require  help — until  the  foot  is  in  the  stirrup  ; when 
he  makes  another  foi-mal  salutation,  with  parting  thanks 
and  good  wishes.  I mention  these  details  now,  because 
once  given  they  apply  to  the  whole  joumey ; — the  house 
or  garden  may  be  a little  larger  or  snudler,  the  paper  on 
the  widls  which  divides  the  rooms  a little  fresher  or 
dingier,  but  all  the  essential  features  are  stereotyped,  and 
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exactly  reproduced  from  one  end  of  tlie  kiiifidoin  to  the 
other.  I was  frequently  puzzled,  at  a few  days’  interval, 
to  tell  whether  I had  beoi  in  the  same  quarters  before  or 
not, — there  is  so  little  to  individualise  either  the  landlord 
or  the  accomin()dation. 


INTKMUtU  OV  A KITrilF.N 


The  kitchen  is,  undoubtedly,  the  best  furnished  apart- 
ment in  the  house,  as  may  be  seen  by  the  ‘ interior,’  with 
all  its  accessories,  drawn  from  nature.  And  in  the  few' 
glimpses  I ever  had  of  these  regions,  it  seemed  to  me 
that  the  presiding  goddess  had,  if  not  the  best  quarters 
or  the  highest  style  of  beauty,  that  which  both  sometimes 
fail  to  secure,  ‘ troops  of  friends  ’ and  good  cheer,  with 
a capacity  for  sleep  which  could  ilispense  with  all  acces- 
sories of  feather  bed  and  pillows.  Nor,  indeed,  is  tliere 
any  room  for  compassion  at  the  want  of  these  adjuncts. 
The  pillow  in  the  foreground  is  of  the  smallest,  and  must 
re([uire  a tranquil  sleeper  ; but  the  wadded  quilt  sup]ilies 
a very  good  cover  and  bed  in  one,  and  the  circular 
paper-shaded  night-lamp  sheds  a soft  and  soothing  light. 
To  the  principal  apartments  a bath-room,  sometimes  two  or 
three,  with  conveniences  of  every  kind  adjoining,  may  be 
invariably  counted  upon — and  models  of  cleanliness,  such 
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as  are  rarely  met  with  out  of  England,  where  the  bath- 
rooms themselves,  it  must  be  confessed,  arc  far  too  generally 
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wanting.  In  these  respects  the  Japanese  are  in  a condi- 
tion to  give  le.ssons  to  Europe.  We  always  found  pro- 
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pared  on  our  arrival  at  the  hou.se  selected  by  the  oflicer 
sent  in  advance,  a bath  of  hot  water  and  another  of  cold; 
tlie  first  to  bathe  in,  and  the  second  for  a cold  douche  on 
stepping  out,  to  brace  up  the  relaxed  fibres. 

At  last  we  were  fairly  on  our  way,  and  our  pilgrimage 
to  Fusiyama,  ‘ mom  e£ceb<us  et  dtujuliris  ’ as  Koeinpfer 
describes  it,  ‘ wliich  in  beauty,  perhaps,  hath  not  its  equal.’ 
It  may  be  seen  from  Yeddo  at  a distance, of  some  eiglity 
miles,  on  a bright  summer  evening,  hfting  its  head  high 
into  the  clouds,  the  western  sun  setting  behind  it  and 
making  a screen  of  gold  on  which  its  purple  mass  stands 
out  in  bold  relief.  Or,  early  in  the  morning,  its  ghttering 
cone  of  snow,  tip[)cd  with  the  rays  of  the  rising  orb ; — and 
in  either  a.spect  it  is  certainly  both  singular  and  pic- 
turesque, spiinging  abruptly  from  a broad  ba.se  into  an 
almost  perfect  cone,  truncated  only  at  the  extreme  pin- 
nacle, and  towering  far  above  all  the  surrounding  ranges 
of  hills.  To  the  Japanese  who  are  anything  but  cosmo- 
politan, it  may  be  tlie  ‘ matchless’  for  which,  as  Kcempfei' 
goes  on  to  say,  ‘ poets  cannot  find  words,  nor  paintera 
skill  and  colours  suflicient,  to  represent  the  mountain  as 
they  think  it  deserves.’ 

Our  route  is  pretty  accurately  laid  down  in  the  rough 
tracing  of  a native  map  I sent  to  the  Geographical  Society, 
which,  for  want  of  tracing-paper,  had  been  drawn  on  one 
of  the  Japane.se  oil-paper  cloaks  we  purchased  on  the  way. 
It  may  also  be  seen,  on  a smaller  scale,  in  the  map  of 
Japan  at  the  end  of  this  volume.  During  the  first  few 
days  the  road  lay  over  a succession  of  hills,  of  no  great 
height,  but  from  whence  fine  views  were  obtained  over 
the  cultivated  valleys  on  either  side,  with  a background 
f)f  mountains  to  the  westward,  among  which  Fust  soars 
conspicuous  in  solitary  grandeur.  We  pfissed  through 
many  large  village.s,  and  the  town  of  Totsooka,  where  we 
halted  for  breakfast.  The  second  day  carried  us  over  a 
plain  skirting  the  sea,  from  Foodisawa  where  we  slept, — to 
Odawara  ; before  reaching  which  we  had  to  cro.ss  the  river 
Suki.  While  yet  some  disUmce  from  the  entrance,  a guard 
of  honour  was  sent  to  meet  the  ])arty  l)y  the  Daimio  of  the 
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territory,  and  preceded  us  into  the  town.  S(di<fairn  is 
nearly  as  ci’lebrated  in  Japanese  art  and  story  as  Fusiyaina. 
although  less  frequently  the  ornament  of  tea-cups  or 
cabinets.^  llude  il!u.stnitions  of  both  abound,  and  show 
among  otlier  things  that  the  lithocromc  process,  so  re- 
cently, brought  to  perfection  with  us,  has  long  been 
familiar  to  tliem,  Isifh  in  its  principle  and  manijiulation, 
blocks  of  W(.H.)d  (.)iily  being  used  instead  of  stones. 

This  river,  descending  abruptly  from  the  neighbouring 
hills,  which  arc  at  no  great  distance,  divides  into  two 
branches  as  it  approaches  the  sea,  spreading  wide  across  a 
pebbly  Ixittom.  It  appears  to  be  subject  to  such  sudden 
freshes  in  wet  weather,  or  on  tlie  melting  of  the  snow, 
and  to  such  hicrea.se  of  volume,  as  well  as  w'idth  on  its 
flat  shores,  that  over  one  of  the  branches  it  has  been 
found  impossible  to  maintiiin  a bridge.  The  consequence 
is,  that  lying  across  the  main  road  to  and  from  the  capital 
a large  body  of  porters — strong,  brawny  meh — innocent 
of  all  drapery  but  a loin  cloth,  are  ahvays  in  attendance 
to  carry  the  travellers  across — the  common  sort  on  their 
shoulders,  '■pick-a-back,'  tlie  dignitaries,  male  and  female, 
on  short  platforms  borne  by  six  men,  with  their  arms 
crossed  over  each  other’s  shoulders  for  greater  sti-adiness, 
as  depicted  in  the  sketch  on  the  opposite  page.  It  would 
seem  a tolerably  lucrative  monopoly — however,  it  has  its 
drawbacks,  for  they  are  made  responsible  for  the  safety 
of  their  passengers ; and  if  any  accident  happens  to  their 
burdens,  they  have  nothing  left  but  to  drown  with  them, 
for  no  excuses  are  taken.  Such  is  the  theory  and  the 
law  ; I cannot  so  confidently  speak  of  the  practice.  If 
railroads  could  only  be  placed  under  the  same  .system, 
excursion  tniins  might,  perhaps,  travel  with  safety. 
Accidents,  at  all  events,  ai-e  unknown  here  — partly,  no 
doubt,  because  wJien  the  waters  sw'ell,  these  experienced 
men  at  the  ford,  in  view  of  their  responsibility,  and  the 
certainty  of  no  traffic  being  possible  without  their  aid, 
refuse  the  passage — and  it  occjisionally  happens  that 
travellers  on  each  side  aie  detained  several  days  looking 
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disconsolately  at  each  other  from  the  opposite  banks. 
When  the  Gotiiiro  (the  Regent  of  the  kingdom)  was  slain 
in  the  streets  of  Yeddo,  as  I have  related,  by  a band  of 
armed  men  who  cut  their  way,  sword  in  hand,  through 
his  retinue ; it  is  said  some  of  his  own  vassjds  in  the  country 
had  got  hiformation  of  the  plot  against  his  hfe,  and  fol- 
lowed sharp  on  the  heels  of  the  conspirators  — there 
was  a day’s  interval,  however,  between  them,  and  in  that 
day  the  river  became  impassable  ! Life  and  death  were 
hanging  on  then-  speed,  but  their  road  was  stopped  by 
this  iinj):issable  ford ; and  when  they  reached  Yeddo, 
the  caUistrophe,  which  their  warning  might  have  averted, 
was  consummated,  and  their  Prince  had  fallen. 

We  wei’c  more  fortunate,  and  our  stout  porters  earned 
us  witliout  demur  across,  though  the  water  was  surging 
round  their  hi[)s  in  many  places ; but  they  seemed  to 
know  perfectly  well  where  to  pick  their  steps,  and  taking 
us  in  a zig-zag  line  up  the  stream,  made  their  way  with- 
out much  dilliculty.  Our  whole  party  were  carried  over 
for  eleven  itziboos  — about  15.8.  — a large  .sum  in  Japan, 
to  be  divided  amongst  some  thirty  men  for  a Iialf  hour’s 
work ; but  it  is  by  no  means  certain  this  sum  was  paid 
to  them.  That  was  the  amount  charged  to  us ; wlicther  it 
ever  reached  their  hands  could  not  be  ascertained,  as  the 
payment  was  necessarily  made  through  the  attendant 
officers  — and  there  was  at  least  a great  probabihty  of 
diminution  on  the  way. 

Tlie  entrance  of  such  a cfivalcjide  of  foreigners  was 
doubtle.ss  a great  event  in  all  tlie  towns  we  passed  through, 
in  fact,  nothing  like  it  could  ever  have  been  seen  before. 
And  as  each  roadside  village,  and  even  the  larger  towns, 
generally  consist  of  one  long  and  seemingly  endless  street, 
the  news  of  our  ajiproach  spread  as  rapidly  and  un- 
erringly as  the  message  of  an  electric  telegraph,  tuining 
■out  the  whole  popidation  as  if  by  a simultaneous  shock  ; 
men,  women,  and  children  — clotlied  and  nude — dogs, 
poultry,  and  cats ! I think  at  Odawara  no  living  thing 
could  have  been  left  inside.  Sucli  a waving  sea  of  Iieads 
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seemed  to  bar  our  pjissage,  that  I began  to  congratulate 
myself  (as  we  had  outstripjred  all  our  own  people),  that 
my  unknown  friend  the  Daimio,  had  so  courteously 
supi)lied  me  with  an  escort.  I felt  some  curiosity  as  to 
the  mode  they  would  tjike  to  open  a way  through  the 
dense  ma,ss  of  swaying  bodies  and  excited  heads,  which 
kx)ked  all  the  more  formidable  the  nearer  we  apjiroached. 
My  guides,  hoAvever,  seemed  perfectly  unembarrassed,  and 
well  they  might  be, — for  when  within  a few  ste|)s  of  the 
foremost  ranks,  there  wa.s  a wave  of  the  fan  and  a single 
word  of  command  issued,  \Shitanirio !’  (kneel  down)  when, 
as  if  by  magic,  a wide  path  was  opened,  and  cveiy  head 
droj)ped ; the  body  dis))i)])earing  in  .some  man  ellous  way 
behind  the  legs  and  knees  of  its  owier.  Certainly  harle- 
rpiin’s  wand  or  Aladdin’s  xesame  never  produced  a more 
sudden  or  scenic  effect.  I could  not  help  thinking  how 
much  more  easily  the  wonder  was  wrought  and  the 
problem  .solved, — than  would  have  been  po.ssible  in  the 
.streets  of  London.  If  the  magic  fan  and  word  could 
only  be  imported  for  the  use  of  our  policemen,  without 
losing  their  spell-like  effect,  there  is  no  saying  what 
amount  might  be  siived  in  yearly  police-ratc.s.  I doubt, 
however,  whether  an  English  mob  wotdd  be  as  sirsceji- 
tible  of  the  same  mesmeric  influence?  It  probably 
requires  a long  preparatory  training ; — and  whether 
severe  or  gentle,  may  be  a question. 

During  both  these  days,  which  brought  us  to  the  foot 
of  the  Hakoni  range  of  mountains,  ri.sing  some  6,000  feet 
above  the  sea,  nothing  could  exceed  the  beauty  of  the 
road.  Generally  a fine  avenue  of  .smooth  gravel  led 
through  a succession  of  fertile  plains  and  valleys,  where 
the  millet,  buckwheat,  and  rice  were  all  giving  promise 
of  rich  harvest.  A fruitful  soil,  a fine  climate,  and  an 
industrious  people, — make  a list  Avhich  seems  to  contain 
nearly  all  that  can  be  desired  for  any  countrj^  in  the  way  of 
material  elements  of  prosperity ; unless  they  are  in  the 
case  described  in  an  old  legend  of  Spain,  which  tells  how 
Sit.  Inrjn,  the  patron  saint  of  Iberia,  went  to  his  Master 
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and  begged  some  special  favour  for  tlie  couiitiy  he  had 
adopted.  And  first  he  asked  for  a fertile  soil,  for  a 
fine  climate,  for  brave  sons  to  defend,  and  fair  daughters 
to  grace  it ; all  of  which  were  succeasively  granted. 
Emboldened  by  this  success,  he  asked  tliat  they  should 
be  blessed  with  a (jood  Government  •,  when  his  Master, 
according  to  the  Spanish  version,  either  wearied  with  so 
much  importunitj',  or  in  a spirit  of  justice  to  other  lands 
by  way  of  compensation  for  so  many  rich  gifts,  replied 
with  eni})hasis,  ‘ that  was  a blessing  they  would  never 
have  ! ’ And  the  Spaniard  will  tell  you  how  loyally  the 
word  has  been  kept ; and  how  all  other  blessings  have 
been  neutralised — by  the  want  of  this  one  crowning  gift ! 
This,  however,  can  hardly  be  said  with  truth  of  Japan, 
to  judge  by  what  I have  seen ; but  another  and  a 
better  occasion  will  be  found  hereafter  for  deahng  with 
this  question. 

Refiections  on  the  government  and  civilisation  of  the 
Japanese,  press  upon  the  European  eveiy  step  he  bikes 
in  tliis  land,  so  singularly  blessed  in  soil  and  climate — so 
happy  in  the  contented  character  and  simple  habits  of 
its  people  — yet  so  strangely  governed  by  unwritten  laws 
and  iiTcsponsible  Rulers.  I say  unwritten,  for,  though  the 
Ministers  tell  me  a written  code  exists,  I have  been  unable 
to  obtain  a copy,  and  unless  they  misled  me  it  has  never 
been  printed.*  A country  without  either  statute,  law,  or 
lawj’ers,  does  seem  an  anomaly  with  a ciidlisation  so 
advanced.  Wliether  the  want  of  the  one  may  be  held 
compensated  by  the  absence  of  the  other,  in  the  estima- 
tion of  the  Japanese,  I dare  not  venture  to  say  ; I can  only 
affirm  that  they  seem  very  well  contented  without  either. 
If  their  administration  of  justice  be  in  many  cases  sharp, 
and  in  all  ivithout  appeal,  it  may  be  better  suited  to  the 
simple  habits  and  the  state  of  education  of  the  mass,  than 
more  elaborate  processes,  — for  which  they  might  find  it 

• I nftftrwarjs  supcocded  in  obtaining  n coiio  of  printed  Ibws  mid  ediets — 
wliether  only  ii  Reclinnal  portion  or  the  whole  yet  ri'nmiii.s  to  be  aaeerlaiiied. 
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impo.ssible  to  supply  the  proper  instruments.  Procc.sses 
whicli,  even  in  more  advanced  nations,  are  not  witliout 
serious  drawbacks,  ot  interminable  suits  and  nunous 
litigation,  — with  no  small  admixture  of  doubt  and  un- 
certainty in  the  issue.  But  it  is  time  we  proceeded  on 
our  journey. 

From  Od.\wara  to  Mis.sima,  the  road  lies  through  the 
mountain  passes  of  IIakom,  which  are  situated  near 
the  summit  of  the  range  — a distance  of  about  seven 
leagues,  and  of  as  rough  mountain  roads  as  can  well 
be  conceived.  Many  are  but  watercourses,  filled  with 
fragments  of  rocks  for  paving  stones, — over  which  it  was 
quite  impo.ssible  to  ride,  even  with  the  advantage  of  the 
straw  shoes  of  the  country.  With  our  iron-shod  hoi’ses 
these  were  found  indispensable,  and  it  was  difficult  work 
for  the  Bettos  (grooms)  to  lead  them  safely  acrass  the 
bouldei's,  even  without  the  encumbrance  of  a rider  ; and 
several  had  falls  with  manifest  danger  to  their  knees.  It  is 
almost  one  continued  ascent  too,  which  renders  it  slow 
as  well  as  laborious  work  to  make  much  progress.  But 
the  sceneiy  would  amply  repay  any  fatigue  of  body. 
There  was  much  to  remind  a Swiss  traveller  of  the  Ober- 
land  in  parts,  especially  the  descent  to  Lauterbrunnen. 
High  wooded  hills,  where  the  pine  predominated,  fresh 
green  valleys,  and  a mountain-stream  winding  through 
the  fields  at  the  bottom.  But  it  is  less  grand  in  its 
principal  features.  Here  are  no  bare  rocks  and  high- 
peaked  mountains  with  their  eternal  glaciers  and  mantle 
of  snow.  Fewer  cascades  are  to  be  seen  leaping  over 
the  precipitous  rocks  in  a sheer  descent  of  a thousjind  feet. 
The  Scheideck  and  Wetterhorn  with  bare  walls  tower- 
ing to  the  sky,  are  wanting  ; nor  is  there  any  rival  in  all 
the  mountain- range  of  Uakoni  to  the  Jungfrau,  with  its 
soaring  pinnacle  and  vast  expanse  of  snow  and  glacier. 
The  giant  of  the  Bernese  chain,  it  must  be  confessed, 
flings  into  the  shade  anything  to  be  seen  in  Japan.  But 
if  its  scenery  may  not  compete  with  the  Alps  in  subli- 
mity, there  is  in  lieu  far  greater  variety  and  richness  of 
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vegetation.  Here,  high  uj)  tiie  inouritaiu  sides,  forests  of 
Pinus  (lemijlora,  mingle  witli  the  graceful  foliage  of  the 
Bamboo  and  the  CrA’ptomeria,  which  for  the  fimt  time  I 
saw  in  its  gloiy  as  a timber  tree.  In  our  descent  to  the 
lake  of  llakoni  from  the  summit  of  the  ptiss,  avc  came  upon 
a fine  avenue  of  these  ; several  measuring  in  girth,  three 
feet  from  the  ground,  fourteen  and  sixteen  feet,  and  sbind- 
ing  upwards  of  150  feet  high.  The  wild  hydrangea,  with 
its  large  flower  clusters — lilac,  blue,  and  white,  covered 
the  banks  side  by  side  Avith  the  Scotch  thistle.  From  the 
valleys  to  the  highest  summit,  every  hill  and  mountain 
presented  one  dense  mass  of  luxuriant  foliage,  in  trees 
and  shrubs.  The  oak,  the  maple,  the  beech,  the  alder, 
and  the  chestnut,  all  were  here,  and  in  rich  autumnal 
tints.  The  botmist  returned  laden  with  many  new  ferns, 
and  other  specimens  of  interest.  The  Thujoptils  Dohi- 
brnta  described  by  Thunberg,  and  of  which  the  only 
s|K‘cimen  in  England  wixs,  I believe,  until  lately  in  the 
gardens  of  Mi\  Yeitch,  I looked  for  Avith  great  intere.'^t, 
but  must  confess  I AViUS  di.sapjiointed  in  the  elfect  of  the 
tree.  Thunberg  Avas  so  enthusiastic  in  his  admiration, 
that  jHJrhajis  disaj)pointment  Avas  inevitable.  It  is  a 
noble  tree  of  the  pine  species;  and,  Avith  its  silver  lining, 
unlike  in  this  and  other  resjiects  any  in  Europe.  But 
still  it  seemed  scarcely  calculated  to  throAV  any  but  a 
botanist  escaiiing  from  a sea-girt  jin.'^on,  and  the  first 
discoAa-rer,  into  ecstasies!  I .sent  several  specimen.s,  in 
Ward’s  aises,  to  the  Eoyal  Gardens  at  KeAv,  and  one,  a 
variegatcK.1  species,  not  before  described,  I belicA’e.  It  Avas 
found  by  Mr.  Veitch  in  the  Monastery  of  Omia,  at  the 
foot  of  Fusiyama,  and  I immediately  secured  it,  — for  a 
consideration,  from  its  proprietor,  the  Superior.  On  my 
return  to  Yeddo,  however,  I found  many  othere  of  the 
same  kind,  Avhich  it  seems  had  escaped  my  attention  ; 
and  it  has  been  observed  that  there  is  a great  disposition 
in  all  the  vegebition  to  become  variegated.  That  I may 
not  fatigue  the  reiider,  hoAVOA'cr,  Avith  a long  enumeration 
of  plants  and  mere  botanicjd  name^?,  I haA’e  placed  in  the 
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Appendix  some  detailed  notes,  and  a list  of  the  most  pre- 
valent species  observed  tlirongliont  the  expedition,  whieli 
Mr.  Veitch  made  out  from  day  t<.)  day. 

After  a three  hours’  toilsome  a.scent,  we  n'ached 
Yomotz,  a little  hamlet  buried  in  the  inountjiiMs,  and 
clustered  round  some  hot  .saline  sj)rings.  The  ci.>mmon 
odamity  of  the  coimtry  had  b(!fallen  the  villagei-s,  and  a 
fire  had  rednccnl  the  place  to  ashes.  We  found  them 
busily  engiiged  in  building  up  the  houses  anew,  and  made 
a very  short  sUiy,  as  the  clouds  threatened  min,  and  we 
had  still  four  hours’  journey  before  us,  even  to  reach  the 
lake  and  village  of  Ilakoni.  And  this  was  little  more 
than  half  way  to  Missima,  which  lies  in  the  plain  bt^yond 
the  j>a.ss, — and  thither  we  were  bound.  A younger  mem- 
ber of  the  party,  however,  had  jirofited  by  the  ludt  to 
plunge  into  one  of  the  saline  baths ; and  came  out  even 
more  quickly  than  he  rushed  in,  quite  sjitisfied  that  a 
Japanese  skin  must  be  much  more  tolerant  of  heat  than 
the  Caucjisian’s,  fi^r  he  emerged  as  red  a.s  a lobster,  and 
much  as  that  martyr  to  gastronomy  may  be  supiMised  to 
feel,  before  all  feeling  is  boiled  out  of  him. 

There  seemetl  to  be  several  sources,  with  a sjdine  Uiste, 
and  the  Japanese,  who  are  a race  of  bathers,  come  fr(5in 
great  distances  U)  take  baths.  Indeed,  the  bath-hou.se,  as 
I have  had  occtision  to  remark,  is  an  important  insti- 
tution in  Japan  ; it  is  what  the  baths  were  to  the 
liomans,  and  what  the  cafd  is  to  a Frenchman — the 
grand  lounge.  Towards  the  close  of  the  day,  and  the 
early  hours  after  .sunset,  in  passing  along  the  streets  of 
Yeddo  on  a summer’s  evening,  at  every  hundred  steps  a 
bath-house  is  visible.  Y^ou  know  their  vicinity  by  the 
steam  e.«caping  through  open  doors  and  windows,  and  the 
hum  of  many  voices,  bass  and  tenor,  in  full  chorus.  And 
here  all  the  gossip  of  the  neighbourhood  and  U)wn  is  no 
doubt  ventilated.  No  one  is  so  poor  that  he  cjinnot 
secure  a bath — no  one  so  wretched  that  this  luxuiy,  at 
least,  may  not  be  his.  Here,  if  they  have  any  cares,  tliey 
seem  to  forget  them  idl,  in  the  steamy  atmosphere,  — and 
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fonning  the  very  oddest  assemblage  that  can  well  be 
conceived. 

Japan  is  essentially  a country  of  paradoxes  and  anoma- 
lies, where  all  — even  familiar  things  — put  on  new  faces, 
and  are  curiously  reversed.  Except  that  they  do  not  walk 
on  their  heads  instead  of  their  feet,  there  are  few  tilings 
in  which  they  do  not  seem,  by  some  occult  law,  to  have 
been  impelled  in  a perfectly  opposite  direction  and  a 
reversed  order.  They  write  from  top  to  bottom,  from  right 
to  left,  in  perpendicular  instead  of  horizontal  lines ; and 
their  books  begin  where  our’s  end,  thus  furnishing  good 
examples  of  the  curious  perfection  this  rule  of  contraries 
has  attained.  Their  locks,  though  imitated  from  Europe, 
are  all  made  to  lock  by  turning  the  key  from  left  to  right. 
The  course  of  aU  sublunary  things  appears  reversed. 
Their  day  is  for  the  most  part  our  night;  and  this 
principle  of  antagonism  crops  out  in  the  most  unexpectc'd 
and  bizarre  way  in  all  their  moral  being,  customs,  and 
habits.  I leave  to  philosophers  the  explanation — I only 
speak  to  the  facts.  There  old  men  lly  kites  while  the 
children  look  on  ; the  carpenter  uses  his  plane  by  drawing 
it  to  him,  and  their  tailors  .stitch  from  them ; they  mount 
their  horses  from  the  off-side — the  horses  stand  in  the 
stables  with  their  heads  wdiere  we  place  their  tails,  and 
the  bells  to  their  harness  are  always  on  the  hind  quarters 
instead  of  the  front ; ladies  black  their  teeth  instead  of 
keejiing  them  white,  and  their  anti-crinohne  tendencies 
are  carried  to  the  point  of  seriously  interfering  not  only 
with  grace  of  movement  but  mth  all  locomotion,  so 
tightly  are  the  lower  limbs,  from  the  waist  downwards, 
girt  round  with  their  garments ; — and,  finally,  the  utter 
confusion  of  sexes  in  the  public  bath-houses,  making  that 
correct,  which  we  in  the  We.st  deem  .so  shocking  and 
improper,  I leave  as  I find  it — a problem  to  solve. 

But  if  this  great  institution  of  the  bath  be  the  source 
of  the  public  opinion — said  by  the  Ministers  to  exist,  and 
so  t)ften  invoked — it  rises  in  dignity  as  the  people’s  par- 
liament or  liou.se  of  assembly  (the  only  one,  cert^iinly,  they 
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are  permitted),  and  we  may  overlook  some  of  its  defici- 
encies of  costume,  and  other  eccentricities,  — in  the  con- 
templation of  its  political  and  national  uses.  It  oertaiidy 
h:is  a recommendation  wanting  in  all  other  parliaments, 
of  acknowledging  to  the  fullest  extent  the  rights  of  both 
sexe.s,  and  their  equality.  Not  only  is  woman  not  ex- 
cluded, as  in  more  pretentious  parliaments,  but  their  voice 
is  umpiestionably  heard  ! The  gentler  tenor  often  prevails 
over  the  deeper  bass  of  the  men ; and  the  frequent  laugh 
and  shrill  hilarity  of  the  tone,  heard  from  afar,’  ought  to 
lie  a sufficient  guarantee  to  the  Government  that  no  deej) 
schemes  of  trea.son  or  sanguinary  revolutions  are  ever  dis- 
cussed ; at  the  same  time  that  it  affords  a pleasant  contrast 
in  other  respects  to  many  debates  in  more  solemn  places. 
The  sex  is  the  State’s  protection,  for,  though  one  woman 
may  plot  a deed  of  vengeance,  the  histoiy  of  the  world 
does  not  furnish  an  instiince  of  a conspiracy  of  teamen, — or 
of  any  mixed  tussembly  of  men  and  women,  for  the  enact- 
ment of  scenes  of  violence  and  political  convulsion.  I^ong 
experience,  or  a deep  insight  into  human  nature,  may 
have  given  the  jealous  rulers  of  Japan  full  assurance  of 
the  fact, — and  thus  have  supphed  to  the  vox popuU  a free 
vent,  ixs  a sort  of  Siifety-valve,  without  any  of  its  attendant 
dangera.  Assuredly  they  would  allow  no  such  gatherings 
of  men  alone.  If  so,  they  have  made  a discovery  by  which 
Western  States  may  hereafter  profit, — with  such  modi- 
fications of  drapery  and  costume  as  our  more  refined 
habits  woidd  dictate. 

The  rain  began  to  descend  in  torrents  as  we  left  the 
baths  of  Yomotz,  and  before  we  reached  the  guarded  bar- 
rier at  the  entrance  of  the  pa.ss  we  were  aU  thoroughly 
drenched  and  tired.  As  there  was  a good  honjen  just 
outside  the  barrier,  and  picture.squely  situated  at  the  edge 
of  the  lake, — all  thought  of  proceeding  fixrther  till  the  next 
day  was  given  up  ; and  Lieutenant  Eobinson  set  to  work, 
to  the  infinite  astoiiishment  of  some  native  attendants,  to 
boil  his  thennometer  — in  other  words,  to  ascertain  the 
height  of  the  lake  above  the  sea,  which  he  duly  reported 
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to  be  6,250  feet.  The  water  boiled  at  a temperature  of 
198°,  and  the  aneroid  fell  to  27-90.  The  lake  itself  is  a 
fine  sheet  of  water,  surrounded  by  hills,  and  tradition  says 
that  it  fills  the  extinct  crater  of  a volcano.  I Wixs  very 
sorry  that  no  boat  could  be  found  to  enable  us  to  try  and 
get  soundings.  A boat  there  was,  but  in  a dccayeil 
and  leaky  condition,  which  would  have  required,  more- 
over, a large  crew,  and  not  a man  was  forthcoming.  We 
were  assured  there  were  no  fishermen  on  the  spot ; — and 
we  could  only  conclude  it  avi\s  a prectiution  to  prevent  , 
the  possibility  of  any  one  crossing  to  avoid  the  pass  and 
its  guard  at  each  end.  The  hills,  which  come  rather 
steeply  down  to  the  water’s  edge,  are  covered  at  the  top 
with  a coarse  grass,  and  the  highest  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  I should  not  estimate  at  more  than  300  or  500 
feet,  so  near  the  summit  of  the  range  is  the  level  of  the 
lake.  I made  a sketch  on  the  spot,  here  reproduced, 
which  tolerably  fi^ithfully  shows  the  general  features  of 
the  secluded  spot. 

The  following  morning  the  rain  had  passed  away,  and 
Ave  took  the  road  to  Missima,  in  the  plain,  pas.sing  through 
the  second  barrier,  where,  as  at  the  first — warned  of  our 
approach,  no  doubt,  and  the  exemption  from  all  search 
or  detention  claimed  ivs  due  to  Iler  Majesty’s  Env(.>y — 
the  whole  party  were  allowed  to  pass  without  question. 
SomeAvhat  to  our  suqu-ise  we  found  an  ascent  of  more 
than  an  hour  before  Ave  reached  the  highest  point  beyond 
the  pass,  from  Avhence  a beautiful  vieAv  was  gauied  of  the 
[)lain  below,  stretching  aAvay  to  the  sea,  and  dotted  over 
Avith  toAvns  and  hamlets,  chiefly  on  the  banks  of  a Avinding 
stream,  fnnged  Avith  evergreens.  The  vioAV  doAvn  the 
mountain  side  to  the  Amlley  and  sea  beyond,  basking  in 
sunshine,  Avas  most  picturesque  in  cflect,  E\idences  of 
sigricultural  Avealth  were  broadcast.  Not  only  the  fields 
Avere  covered  AA-ith  crops  AA'aving  to  the  luu-vest,  but  many 
of  the  hills  to  the  nght  and  left  AA-ere  also  cultivated  in 
terraces  nearly  to  the  summit ; and  Avhere  neither  rice 
nor  maize  could  be  groAvn,  timber  Avith  luxuriant  foliage, 
ami  of  grwit  variety,  siicceetlc-d. 
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We  halted  just  before  we  made  our  last  descent,  at  one 
of  the  wayside  sheds  which  are  to  be  met  with,  at  short 
distance^  along  the  main  road,  everywhere  in  Japan, 

I believe  — certainly  in  that  part  of  it  along  which  we 
travelled.  In  these  the  poorest  traveller,  if  he  have  but  a 
few  cash  (integral  parts  of  a farthing),  may  get  a meal 
served  with  courtesy,  which  will  keej)  him  from  exhaustion 
for  many  hours  — a sweet  potatoe,  steaming  hot,  a fried 
fish,  and  a cup  of  tea.  Or  if  he  seeks  lighter  diet,  any  fruit 
that  is  in  season; — a bunch  of  grapes  or  a slice  of  water-  > 
melon  — red  and  luscious  as  it  lies  invitingly  under*  the 
shade.  If  utterly  destitute,  without  one  cash  — he  may  still 
have  rest,  a seat,  and  a cup  of  pure  fresh  water,  though 
the  latter  has  often  to  be  brought  from  a-gi'eat  distance.  » 
Surely  it  says  much  for  the  people  where  such  provision  for 
the  lea.st  wealthy  and  most  needy  cla-sses  is  made,  and,  with 
scanty  profit,  is  so  kindly  extended  to  all.  It  furnishes  a . 
strong  argument,  also,  against  the  Governmenbwhich  seeks 
to  convince  the  Foreign  Representatives  of  the  dearness  of 
the  commonest  articles  of  consumption.  They  are  dear  only 
when  Foreigners  require  them, — as  I had  occasion  to  know 
to  mycost,  during  the  whole  of  my  residence  in  the  country. 
We  halted  here,  partly  tempted  by  a large  melon  which 
turned  its  dee{)  red  honeycomb  towards  us,  and  partly 
to  ascend  a natural  platform  by  the  side,  round  -which 
some  seats  w'ere  placed  that  tlie  traveller  might  drink 
in  refreshment  by  the  eye,  as  well  as  by  the  lips.  It  ■ 
overlooked  the  -\vhole  gloiious  plain,  with  the  spurs  of 
wooded  hills  projecting  in  wavy  lines,  as  though  still 
washed  by  the  sea,  where  very  evidently  it  had  once 
been,  fretting  at  their  base.  Here  we  ate  — I should  be 
afraid  to  say  liow  many  bountiful  slices  of  the  great  melon, 
rendered  more  delicious  by  two  hours’  hard  walking, 
with  a hot  sun  over  head.  The  road  so  far  had  oflered 
little  inc^icement  to  ride,  it  was  so  rough  and  steep, 
whether  in  ascent  or  descent.  The  silver  itziboo  (value 
about  l.s.  tiU.)  which  I gave  in  pa}*ment  for  what  would 
not  have  been  charged  more  than  a tempo  (a  fifteenth  of 
voi,.  I.  E K. 
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that  moderate  sum),  was  given  in  the  hope  tlmt  it  miglit 
make  some  amends  for  many  smaller  profits  during  the  day. 
The  exceeding  cheapne.ss  of  things  whenever  we  happen, 
as  in  that  case,  to  be  out  of  reach  of  government  ollicers 
and  escort,  and  to  get  at  the  real  price,  does  not  tend  to 
improve  the  temper  under  barefaced  imposition.  On 
descending  the  jilain  from  whence  they  are  brought  at 
great  labour,  there  was  a demand  for  melons  ; and  we 
were  told,  first,  that  there  were  none ; and  then  that  a 
single  melon  would  cost  the  ])rice  for  which  sixteen  could 
have  been  bought  on  the  hill ! This  befell  us  at  Missima, 
where  we  rested  for  the  night.  The  people  have  many 
virtues,  but  a long  experience  has  only  brought  to  light, 
in  the  official  class,  in  connection  wdth  foreigners,  many 
rices ; and  that  of  plundering  those  unhajipily  committed 
to  their  charge  is  among  the  first,  and,  I fear,  the  most 
incorrigible.  As  for  mendacity,  one  does  not  expect  im- 
possibilities or  miracles  of  virtue,  especially  in  the  East ; 
and  truth  is  apparently  one  of  the  things  only  to  be  got 
at  their  hands,  by  torture  or  miracle.  It  is  their  business 
to  conceal  the  truth  from  foreigners  in  all  cases.  They 
are  given  to  romancing  (not  to  use  harsh  words)  by  voca- 
tion, tlierefore,  a sense  of  duty  — and  I am  afraid  it  must 
be  also  siiid,  Uiste  and  inveterate  habit,  all  tend  the  same 
way.  One  often  sighs  involuntaril}%  with  a weary  feeling 
of  utter  hopelessness,  wlien  life  or  importfint  interests  may 
be  at  stake,  while  the  e.xclamation  rises  to  the  lips  — 
‘ Oh  ! for  a gleam,  a single  ray  of  truth,’ — ‘ a hap  ’orth  of 
bread,  to  this  unconscionable  quantity  of  sack'  Russell 
TjOwcI  never  can  have  been  in  Japan,  or  he  would  not 
have  talked  of — 

(lio  fljrony 

Of  \vcnriii;f  all  day  King  a lying  face  ! 

As  certain  [)hy.-ical  characters  of  race  arc  transmissible 
from  generation  to  generation,  and  with  them  cerUiin 
moral  features — so  Avith  the  Japanese  this  proclivity  to 
lying,  must  have  completely  taken  the  place  of  any  ori- 
ginal constitution.  And  yet,  withal,  he  has  many  traces 
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of  something  liiglier  and  better  in  his  nature.  The  same 
{)oet  supplies  a description  much  more  apposite,  and  we 
might  truly  say, — 

Ho  had  boon  noble,  but  some  great  deceit 

Had  turned  bis  better  instinct  to  a rice. 

A cliivalric  disdain  of  life,  and  readiness  to  incur  death 
in  any  shape  rather  than  dishonour  — the  origin  of 
the  Ham-kiru,  is  a striking  feature  in  their  character. 
But  it  is  evidently  easier  to  tliem  to  make  an  incised 
Avound  into  tlieir  stoinacli,  than  to  speak  the  truth.  If 
anyone  is  in  danger  of  forgetting  Iioav  precious  a bond  of 
society  tliis  is,  he  h.as  only  to  come  to  Japan,  and  live  Avhere 
it  is  wholly  unknoAvn. 

Missima  is  a large  populous  toAvn,  and  the  same  dense 
ma.ssof  croAvds  greeted  our  entrance  as  at  OdiaAvara,  and 
every  other  considerable  place.  But  the  magic  word  in 
the  mouth  of  the  Daiinios’  othcers  never  failed  in  effect ; 
nor  did  the  escort  ever  fail  us  either,  for  the  psuty  had 
attended  us  on  foot  the  Avhole  AA’ay  over  the  mountains,  and 
only  left  us  the  next  day,  after  seeing  us  .safely  out  of  the 
toAvn.  So  as  Ave  approached  our  next  rasting-j)lace,  Yosi- 
irara,  another  of  the  ‘ Seigneurs,’  in  whose  territorj'  it  lay, 
appeared  to  have  been  carefully  apprised  of  our  apjiroach, 
and  Ave  found  an  escort  a mile  or  tAvo  in  advance  AA^aiting 
to  conduct  us  to  our  quarteis  — and  the  same  attention 
Avas  received  everyAvhere  throughout  the  journey.* 

From  Mumina  avc  had  passed  through  the  toAvns  of 
Noomads  and  Harra,  each  about  a league  apart,  and 
plainly  to  be  .seen  from  the  heights  of  Uakoni.  From 
thence  to  Yo.siw.\ra,  still  on  the  plain,  is  about  three 
leagues,  ami  here  Ave  Avere  to  take  our  leave  of  the 
Tocado. 

Tlie  route  to  Fu-siyama  here  turns  off,  and  leads  by 
cross  roads  to  Omio  and  Mooriyama  — tAvo  liainlets. 


• An  attention, — or  a precaution  to  prevent  straying  from  the  Imperial 
highroad, — as,  on  my  second  and  longer  journey,  1 tad  occasion  to  convince 
myself. 

E R 2 


Digitized  by  Coogle 


4‘JO  THREE  YEARS  IX  JAPAN.  Cbap.  XX. 

Avhicli  arc  situated  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  Avhere 
some  important  temples  and  monasteries  are  grouped. 
In  the  evening  a deputation  Avas  announced  from  the 
Superior  of  the  fraternity  at  Oinio,  sent  to  salute  me,  and 
convey  a request  that  the  temple  might  be  ray  resting- 
place  for  the  following  night ; with  many  flattering  ex- 
pressions, significant  of  the  desire  of  their  head  to  have 
so  distinguished  an  honour  as  to  entertain  the  Minister  of 
Great  Britain  — no  one  of  such  rank,  Foreigner  or 
Japanese,  having  ever  travelled  to  tliat  region  ; — with 
much  more  to  the  same  effect.  Considering  they  had 
come  a long  day's  journey  on  foot,  through  mud  and 
rain,  to  offer  me  sucli  hospitality,  tlie  least  I could  do 
was  to  assure  them  I would  not  fail,  either  in  going  or 
returning,  to  show  the  attention  was  appreciated  — by 
taking  up  my  quarters  Avith  them.  Not,  I confess,  Avith- 
out  some  misgiving  lest  I should  be  laying  myself  open 
to  the  reproach  of  ignorance  in  the  ‘rites  and  ceremonies  ’ 
of  Avell-bred  natiA-es  — so  humorously  related  by  the 
Abbe  Hue  in  his  travels  in  China.  A country-cousin 
coming  unexpectedly  from  a great  distance  Avas  invited 
to  dine,  and  after  Avaiting  some  hours  and  seeing  no  signs 
of  the  meal,  lie  suggested  it  Avas  getting  late,  AA’hen  his 
relation  and  liost  burst  into  a torrent  of  abuse.  ‘ What, 
are  you  so  ignorant  and  so  rustic,  as  not  to  knoAV  tliat  it 
Avas  my  duty  to  ask  you,  but,  by  tlie  .same  rites  and  cere- 
monies, you  Avere  bound  to  refuse  P’  The  three  shaven 
bonzes,  Avith  sandalled  feet,  but  tAvo  sAvords  in  their  belts, 
AA'cre  Avith  difficulty  induced  to  I’aise  their  heads  and  bodies 
— to  something  like  an  upright  posture,  and  take  their 
leave. 

It  had  rained  heavily  nearly  all  day,  and  most  of  the 
party,  enveloped  in  extemporised  ponchos  and  leggings, 
manufactured  of  the  oil-paper  cloaks  of  the  countiy,  and 
some  Avith  the  still  more  common  straAV  coats  of  the 
peasants,  — it  is  to  be  feared,  presented  rather  an  incon- 
gruous appearance  as  they  traversed  the  tOAvn,  preceded 
by  an  escort  of  Uaiinios’  officers,  and  paced  sloAvly  through 
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its  interminably  long  streets.  But  for  the  weatlier  the 
road  would  have  bwii  very  enjoj’able.  It  was  one  con- 
tinued avenue  bordered  by  crj-ptonieria}  — the  cedar  of 
Japan  as  it  has  been  not  very  correctly  styled,  for  it  is 
not  a cedar.  A loud  roar  of  breakers  reachc'd  the  ear, 
softened  by  its  passage  through  a narrow  belt  of  pines, 
which  drew  scanty  nourishment  from  the  .sand  dunes  that 
sejiarated  us  from  the  edge  of  the  bay.  Being  as  wet  as 
it  was  possible  to  be,  instead  of  hidting  as  intended  for  a 
midday  meal  and  rest  at  Ham,  we  pushed  on, — to  the 
utter  confusion  and  disgust  of  cooks,  yaconins,  and  all 
the  host  of  followei-s ; — who  never  counting  upon  the  pos- 
sibility of  a change  in  the  order  of  inarch,  had  already 
got  in,  and  begun  to  make  themselves  comfortable.  I have 
no  doubt  comparisons,  by  no  means  to  our  advantage, 
were  drawn  between  us,  with  our  independent  and  erratic 
proceedings,  and  a Jaiianese  Magnate,  wliose  progress  never 
exceeds  two  or  three  miles  an  hour  ; and  who  otherwise  is 
quite  above  sudden  changes  — and  a three  leagues’  ride 
through  the  pelting  rain  ! We  had  not  long  been  safely 
housed  in  Yosiwara,  when  signs  of  a coming  tempest  were 
evident,  and  about  ten  o’clock  at  night  a furious  gale  set 
in  with  torrents  of  rain,  and  soon  ,‘ihowed  by  its  veering 
round  the  compass,  that  a typhoon  was  sweeping  its  fatal 
circles  along  the  coast.  We  all  thought  of  tlie  ‘ Camilla  ’ 
and  her  gallant  crew  — one  of  H.M.’s  ships,  which,  to 
all  calculation,  ought  even  then  to  be  near  Atami,  at  the 
entrance  of  the  bay  of  Yeddo,  — where  the  commander. 
Captain  Colville,  was  to  call,  on  his  way  from  Hakodadi. 

A sad  foreboding  came  upon  more  than  one  of  the 
party,  only  too  truly  verified  in  the  sequel.  The  ‘ Camilla’ 
left  Hakodadi  September  2,  with  one  of  the  Govern- 
ment interprctei-s  and  a British  merchant,  as  passengers 
on  board, — and  neither  ship,  commander,  nor  crew,  have 
ever  been  heard  of  since.  Either  in  the  storm  of  the 
2nd,  or  in  this  of  the  9th,  .she  must  have  gone  down  with 
130  men,  in  the  pride  of  their  strength. 

Here  we  remained  at  the  foot  of  Fusiyama,  as  seen  in 
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the  sketch,  and  tlie  next  morning  was  still  sufficiently 
boisterous  to  deUir  us  from  an  early  start.  The  aneroid 
had  fallen  to  29'50.  But  about  two  o’clock  in  the  after- 
noon, the  baggage  having  been  dispatched,  we  started 
for  Omio,  the  nearest  of  the  temple  monasteries  — paid 
a short  visit  of  ceremony  and  thanks,  and  passed  on  to 
Mouriyamay  the  last  inhabited  place  on  our  way.  Great 
preparations  had  been  made  for  the  party,  and  extra  bath 
and  stable  accommodation  run  up.  The  inner  sanctum 
of  the  temple  itself;  with  its  altars,  had  been  divided  into 
two  and  screened  off,  to  give  the  Minister  a separate 
room,  and  the  chief  priest  himself  was  so  profoundly 
impressed  with  the  dignity  of  his  guests,  that  we  began 
to  wonder  whether  he  would  ever  be  induced  to  stand  up 
on  his  feet  again ! A hot  tub  and  a cold  douche  after  it, 
soon  refreshed  us  all.  I say  a tub,  for  such  it  is,  and  I 
began  to  admire  the  economy  of  space  and  other  advan- 
tages it  possesses  over  the  long  slipper-bath.  About  four 
feet  deep,  oval  in  shape,  and  just  long  enough  to  let  an 
adult  sit  down  with  his  knees  very  close  to  his  chest,  as 
is  the  Japanese  habitual  mode, — less  water  is  required  to 
warm  the  whole  body,  and  less  space  for  the  bath.  In 
many,  a copper  tube  is  fixed  in  at  the  end,  with  a grating 
at  the  bottom,  into  which  a handful  of  charcoal  is  thrown, 
and  in  an  hour  a hot  bath  is  ready.  Some  such  appliance 
as  this  would  be  a great  comfort,  and  in  sickness  a bless- 
ing, in  many  an  English  home, — when  to  get  a hot  bath  in 
a sick  room  is  a work  for  the  whole  houvsehold ! A .section 
of  one  of  these  baths  was  sent  to  the  Geographical  Society 
to  show  how  simple  and  ea.sy  the  system  is.  In  Italy  a 
double  copper  cylinder,  removable  at  pleasure,  is  used  in- 
.stead,  and  by  either  process  great  facilities  maybe  gained  in 
the  most  economical  way.  The  Japanese,  indeed,  have  a 
perfect  genius  for  attaining  the  most  useful  ends  with  the 
smallest  expenditure  of  material,  and  by  the  simplest  means 
— no  small  merit ! For  instance,  at  the  various  houjens 
where  we  stopped  for  the  night,  we  should  have  been  de- 
voured by  the  mosquitoes  had  the  landlords  not  come  to  our 
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rescue  by  the  simplest  of  all  contrivances; — a inosrjiiito 
curtain,  open  at  the  bottom,  maile  up  in  the  sliape  of  a 
paralleloixram  is  let  down  over  the  mat  (G  feet  V>y  3) 
selected  by  the  sleeper ; a cord  is  run  from  each  of  the 
four  upper  corneix  (into  which  a sort  of  eyelet  hole  has 
been  woiked)  and  four  nails  driven  in,  enable  a servant 
to  sus])end  it.  llencath  thi.s  the  persecuted  martyr  creep.s, 
tuckiu"  the  sides  and  ends  under  Ids  cotton  quilt  or 
mattress,  and  he  may  then  sleep  undisturbed,  by  anything 
f hut  flies.  So  our  hospitable  Superior  had  evidently  tiied 
his  ingenuity  to  invtyit  impromptu  seats  for  Europeans,  who 
cannot  sit  upon  their  heels  like  other  men,  or  even  squat  on 
tin;  mats  with  their  legs  tucked  under  them ; — and  it  was 
amusing  to  see  by  what  simple  means  he  had  succeetled. 
Half  a dozen  small  tubs  — a plank  nailed  over  e.ach,  and 
over  that  a cotton  quilt  doubled  into  a cushion — materials 
at  hand  and  in  daily  u.se, — and  we  were  all  seated  like 
Christians  at  a miiumum  of  cost  to  our  host.  Unluckily 
the  table  only  reached  our  knees  when  thus  elevated ; 
but  nobody  can  be  equal  to  so  many  new  exigencies  in 
travellers ! So  we  lowered  our  bodies  to  the  mats  and 
use<l  the  stools  for  our  elbows,  indtating  the  Roman  habit 
of  eating  reclining, — and  managed  to  eat  and  drink,  too, 
without  difficulty. 

The  next  morning,  anxious  inquiries  were  made  very 
early  as  to  the  weather ; and  the  announcement  that  it 
wfis  fine,  and  the  ascent  practicable,  roused  the  whole 
party  .soon  after  daybreak.  The  horses  were  promptly 
saddled  for  the  last  stage  uj)  the  lower  slopes.  Three 
martial-looking  j)riests,  '■  ynhoos,'  wore  told  off  for  our 
guides,  and  a few  strong  ynmahooshe,  ‘ men  of  the  moun- 
tain,’ took  our  ndlway-rugs  aiul  a few  sfbres,  in  the  shaj)e 
of  coffee,  rice,  and  biscuit,  wherewith  to  sustain  us  during 
the  two  days  and  nights  to  be  ocQUjded  in  the  a.scent  and 
return. 

At  fii-st,  our  way  lay  through  waving  fields  of  corn, 
succeeded  by  a belt  of  high  rank  grass ; but  soon  we 
entered  the  mazes  of  the  wood,  which  clings  round  the 
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base  and  creeps  liigh  up  the  sides  of  tlie  mountain,  cloth- 
ing the  shoulders  of  the  towering  peak  hke  the  shaggy 
mane  of  a lion,  with  increased  majesty.  At  first  we 
found  trees  of  large  growth — goodly  trunks  of  the  oak, 
the  pine,  and  the  beech — and  came  upon  many  traces  of 
the  fury  with  which  the  typhoon  had  swept  across. 
Large  trees  had  been  broken  short  oflT,  and  others  up- 
rooted. One  of  these  broken  off  had  been  thrown  right 
across  our  path,  and  compelled  us  either  to  scramble  over 
or  creep  under  its  massive  trunk.  At  Hakimondo  we 
left  the  horses,  and  the  last  trace  of,  permanent  habita- 
tion or  the  haunts  of  men.  Soon  after  the  wood  became 
thinner  and  more  stunted  in  growth,  while  the  beech  and 
birch  took  the  place  of  the  oak  and  pine.  Just  before  we 
entered  the  forest-ground,  a lark  rose  on  the  wing — the 
first  I had  ever  seen  or  heard  in  Japan.  Before  we  left 
the  belt  of  wood,  we  heard  many  stories  of  the  wild 
animals  to  which  it  gave  shelter.  Surprised  at  the  number, 
an  appeal  was  made  to  the  Japanese  officer  attached 
to  us  as  interpreter : ‘ Oh ! certainly,  quite  tnie ; only 
there  are  millions.’  And  nothing  could  .diake  his  testi- 
mony ; but  this  is  not  the  first  time  we  have  observed 
the  absence  of  all  definite  notions  of  number  beyond  a 
few  hundreds.  I am  satisfied,  Avhen  the  Ministers  were 
told  we  had  exacted  eight  million  taels  of  silver  from 
the  Chinese,  that  they  merely  knew  we  intended  to 
convey  the  idea  of  having  demanded  a very  heavy 
sum ! 

Whatever  may  be  the  fercB  natures  in  this  region,  there 
is  no  doubt  a large  area  of  jungle  and  forest  to  give  cover. 
At  Aiami,  later,  we  saw  frequent  traces  of  the  boar ; deer 
must  be  plentiful  also,  since  even  to  a foreigner  the 
])rice  of  a large  stag  efoes  il^)t  exceed  twenty-five  shillings 
at  Yokohama.  We  soon  lost  all  traces  of  life,  however, 
vegetable  or  animal.  A solitary  sparrow  or  two — the 
most  universal  of  all  birds  it  would  seem  — alone  flitted 
occasionally  across  our  path.  In  the  winding  a.scent  over 
the  rubble  and  scori®  of  the  mountain  — which  alone 
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is  seen  after  ascending  about  half  way — little  huts  or 
caves,  as  these  resting-places  are  called,  partly  dug  out 
and  roofed  over  to  give  refuge  to  the  pilgrims,  appeared. 
There  are,  1 think,  eleven  from  Uakimondo  to  the 
summit,  and  they  are  generally  about  a couple  of  miles 
asunder.  In  one  of  these  we  took  up  our  quarters  for  the 
night,  aTid  laid  down  our  rugs,  too  tired  to  be  very  delicate. 
Nevertheless,  the  cold  and  the  occupants  we  found  former 
pilgrims  had  left,  jwet.Iudeil  much  sleep.  Daylight  was 
rather  a reUef ; and  after  a cup  of  hot  coffee  and  a biscuit, 
we  commenced  the  upper  half  of  the  ascent.  The  fii-st 
part,  after  we  left  the  horses,  had  occupied  about  four 
hours’  steady  work,  and  we  reached  our  sleeping-station 
a little  before  sunset,  lava  and  scorirn  everywhere  around. 
The  clouds  were  sailing  far  below  our  feet,  and  a vast 
panorama  of  hill  and  plain,  bounded  by  the  sea, 
stri'tched  far  away.  We  looked  down  upon  the  sum- 
mits of  the  Hakoni  range,  being  evidently  far  above  their 
level,  and  we  could  distinctly  see  the  lake  lying  in  one  of 
the  hollows.  The  last  half  of  the  ascent  is  by  far  the  most 
arduous,  growing  more  steep  as  each  station  is  passed. 
The  first  rays  of  the  sun  ju.st  touched,  with  a line  of 
light,  the  broad  waters  of  the  Pacific  as  they  wash  the 
coast,  when  we  made  our  start.  The  first  station  seemed 
very  near,  and  was  reached  within  the  hour ; but  each 
step  now  became  more  difficult.  The  path,  if  such  the 
zig-zag  may  be  called  which  our  guides  took,  often  led 
directly  over  fragments  of  out-jutting  rocks,  while  the 
loose  scoriae  prevented  firm  footmg,  and  added  much  to 
the  fatigue.  The  air  became  more  rarefied  and  per- 
ceptibly affected  the  breathing.  At  last  the  third  station 
was  passed,  and  a strong  effort  carried  us  to  the  fourth  — 
the  whole  party  by  this  time  straggling  at  long  intervals. 
This  wa.s  now  the  last  between  us  and  the  summit.  It  did 
not  seem  so  far,  until  a few  figur&s  on  the  edge  of  the 
crater  furnished  a means  of  measurement,  and  they 
looked  painfully  diminutive.  The  last  stage,  more  rough 
and  precipitous  than  all  the  preceding,  had  tliis  fartlier 
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disiidvanlago,  that  it  came  after  tlie  fatigue  of  all  the 
others.  More  than  an  hour’s  toil,  with  frequent  stop- 
pages for  breath  and  rest  to  aching  legs  and  s[)ine,  were 
needed ; and  more  than  one  of  our  number  felt  verj'  near 
the  end  of  their  strength  before  the  last  .step  placed  the 
happj^  pilgrim  on  the  topmost  stone,  and  enabled  him  to 
look  down  the  yawning  crater.  This  is  a great  oval 
opening,  with  jagged  lips,  estimated  by  Lieut.  Robinson, 
with  such  means  of  measurement  as  he  could  command, 
at  about  1,100  yards  in  length,  with  a mean  width  of 
GOO,  and  is  probably  about  350  in  depth.  Looking 
down  0!i  the  other  side,  which  had  a northern  aspect, 
there  seemed  a total  absence  of  vegetation,  even  on  the 
lower  levels,  and  the  rich  country  we  had  left  was  com- 
pletely hid  by  a canopy  of  clouds  drifting  far  below. 
Water  boiled  at  184°  of  Fahr.  The  estimated  height  of 
the  edge  of  the  crater,  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  was 
13,977  feet;  and  the  highest  peak,  14,177.  At  our  rest- 
ing-place, on  the  top  of  Fusiyama,  the  latitude  was  cal- 
culated 35°  21'  N. ; longitude  138°  42'  E.  Variation  of 
comj)ass  at  ditto  3°  2'  W.  Temperature  of  air  in  .sun  at 
noon  54°  Fahr. 

The  Japanese,  who  perform  this  pilgrimage  from  re- 
ligious motive.s,  are  generally  dressed  in  white  garments, 
which  they  are  careful  to  have  stamped  with  various 
mystic  characters  and  idols’  images  by  the  bonzes  located 
there  during  the  season  for  that  purpose.  And  on  the 
sleeves  of  many  of  the  pilgrims  scallop-shells  a])))ear — a 
strange  coincidence  which  I have  never  been  able  to 
explain.  I’lie  origin  of  the  ])ilgrimage  is  traced  ba<;k  to 
an  ancient  date,  when  a holy  man,  the  founder  of  the 
Sintoo  religion  (ajiparently  the  oldest  in  Japan)  took  up 
his  residence  in  this  mountain ; and,  since  his  death,  his 
spirit  is  still  held  to  have  influence  to  bestow  health  and 
various  other  blessings  on  those  who  made  the  pilgrimage 
in  honour  of  his  memory. 

The  volcano  has  long  been  extinct ; the  latest  eniption 
I’ecorded  was  in  1707.  The  tradition  is  that  the  mountain 
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itself  appeared  in  a single  night  from  the  bowels  of  the 
earth,  a lake  of  equal  dimensions  making  its  appearance 
near  Miako  at  the  same  hour.  The  time  actually  ,sj)ent 


FILOBIMS  ON  THB  BOAD 


in  climbing  up  to  the  .summit  was  about  eight  hours,  but 
the  descent  occupied  little  more  than  three.  We  slept 
two  nights  on  the  mountain,  and  had  greatly  to  congratu- 
late ourselves  on  the  weather,  having  hdlen  upon  the  only 
two  fine  days  out  of  six  that  were  not  bad,  and  es- 
caped the  typhoon  while  safely  housed  at  the  foot.  As 
we  descended  on  the  last  morning  there  was  a thick 
Scotch  mist,  which  soon  changed  into  a drenching  rain. 
We  only  found  patches  of  snow  here  and  there  near 
the  summit,  but  on  our  return  to  Yeddo,  throe  weeks 
later,  we  saw  it  completely  covered. 

We  had  thus  succeeded  in  visiting  the  ‘ matchless  ’ moun- 
tain in  the  only  interval  of  fine  weather, — before  the  setting 
in  of  winter  would  have  made  it  impo.ssible.  The  pre- 
diction of  the  Mini.sters,  that  we  were  too  late,  was  thus 
very  near  indeed  being  verified  ; but,  like  many  other 
prophets  of  evil,  they  did  much  them.selves  to  make  it 
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come  to  pass.  From  Kanagawa  I heard  that,  when  they 
were  visited  by  the  typhoon  there,  the  report  was  cir- 
culated that  it  was  a sign  of  the  anger  of  the  gods  at  the 
foreigner  profaning  the  sacred  precincts  of  their  stormy 
liome.  But  I am  by  no  means  certain  this  was  not  of 
foreign  invention,  for  neither  diu’ing  the  journey  thither, 
nor  among  the  bonzes  at  the  temples  there,  did  we  per- 
ceive tlie  slightest  indication  of  jealousy,  or  a disposition 
to  consider  the  visit  as  an  intrusion  on  our  part,  and  a dese- 
cration. Nor  do  I believe  any  feeling  of  this  kind  existed 
among  the  Japanese.  So  in  hke  manner  some  one  told 
Admiral  Hope  that,  in  consequence  of  the  British  Minister 
travelling  along  the  Tocado,  the  Tycoon  was  precluded 
using  it  to  pay  a \dsit  to  the  Mikado,  as  it  would  require 
to  be  broken  up  after  such  a desecration  and  remade.  I 
made  some  enquiries  on  the  subject  among  the  Japanese, 
and  all  denied  any  knowledge  of  law,  custom,  or  tradi- 
tion which  coidd  afford  foundation  for  such  a report ; 
and  on  Moriyama’s  coming  to  England  with  me,  I satis- 
fied myself  it  was  purely  an  invention  of  foreign  origin, 
and  somewhat  too  readily  credited  and  embodied  in  the 
despatches  of  the  Admiral. 
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CIIArTEE  XXL 


THE  Sl'LPUL'B  SPRINGS  OF  ATAMI  — VILLAGE  LIFE  IN  JAPAN 

PAPER  MANUFACTORY THE  MOXA. 

WE  left  our  hospitable  quarters  at  Omio  on  the  morning 
of  the  13th  September.  The  rain  that  pursued  us 
down  the  lower  slopes  of  Fusiyama  still  continued,  but  I 
determined  to  push  forward ; and,  accordingly,  about  nine 
o’clock  we  mounted  our  horses,  and,  passing  through 
Yosiwara,  arrived  at  Harra  for  a noonday  meal,  fortunate 
in  having  had  only  a few  passing  showers  to  encounter. 

We  left  Harra  again  for  Missima  at  5 p.m.,  and  had 
a beautiful  ride  along  a sanded  avenue,  through  Noomads, 
and  by  the  banks  of  a fine  river,  running  strong  and  fast 
between  steep  banks.  We  were  met  by  two  detachments 
in  succession  of  Daimios’  officers,  and  accompanied  by 
them  a considerable  distance.  As  we  passed  the  entrance 
to  each  of  the  residences,  an  officer  sat  in  state  at  the 
gate,  as  the  representative  of  his  lord,  surrounded  by 
numerous  attendants,  with  whom  a salutation  of  courtesy 
was  exchanged.  Thus  honoured  with  escorts  and  yaco- 
nins,  we  pursued  our  way  through  the  avenues  of  pines 
and  cryptomerias,  and  the  smoothest  of  roads — little 
dreaming  that  anything  else  was  in  store  for  us.  We 
had,  however,  hardly  taken  leave  of  our  last  escort — the 
two  Japanese  officers  of  my  own  party,  always  sent  in 
front  to  prepare  quarters,  being  an  hour  in  advance  ; and 
the  rest,  Avith  all  our  servants,  far  behind — when,  at  a 
tuni  of  the  road,  we  cjime  suddenly  on  the  broad  river 
•so  lately  admired  as  it  ran  between  deep  banks  nearly 
parallel  with  the  road,  but  which  now  lay  across  oui* 
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path,  swelled  with  the  rains  and  overllowing  its  banks. 
'J'he  bridge  we  had  cro.ssed  in  coining,  only  appeared 
somewhere  about  the  middle  of  the  heavy  stream,  which 
poured  its  waters  tumultuously  over  all  obstacles.  Night 
was  coming  on, — swiftly,  too,  as  is  its  wont  here,  and 
onlj'  a single  groom  and  his  ‘help’  were  on  the  spot,  of 
all  our  people.  A few  noisy  villagers  were  there,  but 
showed  no  sort  of  desire  to  assist  us  in  the  dilemma,  and 
were,  besides,  not  veiy  intelligible.  I could  not  help 
being  struck,  and  half-amused  with  the  sudden  contrast. 
But  half-an-hour  before  escorted  with  every  mark  of 
honour  and  respect, — and  now  almost  alone  on  thebimks 
of  a river  rushing  wildly  and  menacingly  across  our  path, 

— with  a fair  chance  of  being  swept  into  its  boiling 
eddies  and  drowned,  one  and  all  of  us,  like  stray  cattle, 
in  the  attempt  to  make  our  way  across.  Instant  decision 
Avas  necessary.  That,  indeed,  was  the  only  thing  quite 
clear — either  we  must  go  back,  with  the  ri.sk  of  the  mis- 
chief increasing  and  being  detained  two  or  three  days, 

— or  else  face  the  danger,  Avhatever  it  might  be,  and 
make  good  our  pa.s.sage.  One  of  the  grooms  tried  to 
lead  a horse  aci'oss,  and  having  linally  succeeded,  Avith 
the  help  of  a native  Avho  knew  the  locality — not  without 
some  difficulty  and  risk  to  both — I got  rid  of  my  heavy 
accoutrements  and  cloak  — and  tried  my  fate.  It  AViis 
rather  nervous  Avork — already  dark,  the  Avaters  increas- 
ing each  moment  and  rushing  past  with  great  velocity, 
everything  depended  on  the  footing, — Avhich,  of  coui'se, 
could  not  be  seen.  The  bridge,  hoAvever,  wsis  gained  by 
all  Avith  safety,  and  the  Avhole  party  ‘ quitte  {)our  la  peui',’ 
and  a partial  ducking,  were  enabled  to  mount  their  hoi’ses 
on  the  other  side.  But  it  Avas  uoav  pitch  dark,  and  one 
of  the  steeds  seemed  peiwersely  bent  on  plunging  back 
into  the  river,  out  of  Avhich  he  cerUiinly  Avould  never 
have  made  his  Avay  again  alive.  After  groping  our  Avay 
up  an  abrupt  lusccnt,  and  over  some  rough  road  for  a 
short  time,  Ave  Avere  finally  met  by  a party  of  the  Muni- 
cipal authorities  of  Missima,  Avho  came  with  lanterns 
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uiid  jingling  skives  to  escort  us  in,  now  that  it  was  ascer- 
tained we  had  not  been  drowned  in  fording  the  river! 
Tlie  accident  caused  no  small  detention  to  the  baggage, 
so  that  it  was  late  before  we  settled  down,  got  dry  things 
and  something  to  eat  in  our  old  quarters,  which  we  were 
not  sorry  to  regain.  After  the  meal  had  been  despatclied, 
and  we  were  all  grouped  about,  talking  over  tlie  adven- 
ture in  its  various  incidents,  serious  and  comic,  one  of  the 
])arty  liapjiened  to  raise  his  eyes  to  tlie  ledge  just  above 
his  head,  and,  witliin  a few  inches  of  him,  saw  tlie  head 
of  a tine  snake,  the  body  curled  into  a sort  of  a lover’s 
knot.  The  pro.vimity  was  too  close  to  be  pleasant,  not- 
with.standing  the  general  harmlessness  a.scribed  to  the 
snake  species  in  Japan  as  in  China,  and  there  was  an 
immediate  demand  for  some  weapon  ; at  last  a whip  was 
produced,  but  he  had  already  begun  to  make  his  e.xit 
through  the  bars  of  a grated  opening  into  the  balcony,  and 
with  only  some  damage  to  his  kill,  he  made  good  his 
escape.  This  clo.sed  our  day’s  ailventiires,  and  soon 
eveiybody  was  stretched  on  the  mats,  under  their  mos- 
{piito  curtains,  and  fiust  asleej). 

The  next  day.  Sept.  14,  we  mounted  early,  with  Ixiau- 
tiful  weather,  ami  took  our  way  across  the  mountainous 
peninsula  which  separates  Missima  from  the  sea-coast. 
We  fii-st  crossed  a broad  valley,  beautifully  divei-silied 
with  clumps  of  trees,  hedgerow.s,  and  winding  rivulets. 
Nothing  could  be  richer  than  the  soil,or  the  teeming  variety 
of  its  produce.  The  whole  |)lain  was  surrounded  by  an 
am[)liilheatre  of  cultivated  hills,  and  beyond  were  moun- 
kiiiis  stretching  higher  and  farther,  with  a shaggy  mantle 
of  scrub  and  jiine.  Little  .snug- looking  hamlets  and 
homestemls  were  nestled  among  the  trees  or  under  the 
hills,  and  here  and  there  the  park  walls,  and  glimpses  of 
the  avenues  leading  to  Daimios’  country  residence's  ap- 
peared. Much  has  been  hetard  of  the  desjiotic  sway  of 
these  feudal  lords,  and  the  oppression  under  which  all 
the  labouring  cla.sses  toil  and  groan  ; Imt  it  is  impossible 
to  traverse  these  well-cultivated  valleys,  and  mark  the 
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happy,  contented,  and  well-to-do-looking  populations 
■which  have  their  home  amidst  so  much  plenty,  and 
believe  ■we  see  a land  entirely  tyrant-ridden,  and  im- 
poverished by  exactions.  On  the  contrary,  the  impression 
is  irresistibly  borne  in  upon  the  mind,  that  Europe  cannot 
show  a happier  or  better-fed  peasantrj',  or  a cUmate  and 
soil  so  genial  or  bounteous  in  their  gifts.  The  richest 
proprietor  in  this  district  of  Idzoo,  wiis  the  same  who  fur- 
nished our  first  guard  of  honour  through  his  domains  — 
Aijama  Farozayamony,  by  name,  and  he  is  not  a Daimio. 
We  were  told  that  he  had  refused  to  be  ennobled,  that  he 
might  escape  the  penance  of  a yearly  visit  and  residence 
at  Yeddo,  with  other  burdens.  One  could  not  but  ap- 
prove his  taste ; and  as  I passed  the  gates  that  led  up  to  his 
liouse  between  a double  row  of  noble  pine  trees,  I thought 
he  might  easily  find  much  in  his  country  life  to  compen- 
sate him  for  the  barren  honours  and  burdensome  dignities 
which  the  Tycoon  has  in  his  gift, — and  figured  to  myself 
an  e.xistence  not  unhke  that  of  a wealthy  landowner  in 
England,  whose  pleasure  it  is  to  spend  his  days  on  his  own 
estates  and  among  his  tenants.  The  variety  of  the  pro- 
duce through  the  breadth  of  the  valley  was  great.  Inter- 
sjiersed  among  fields  of  waving  rice  ripening  to  the  harvest, 
were  many  plots  of  tobacco  and  cotton — the  brinjall,  or 
egg  fruit,  excellent  in  curries — the  succulent  aram  with 
its  lotus-hke  leaf,  and  the  sweet  potatoe, — all  were  here  ; 
while  the  persimmon  with  its  rich  red  fruit,  and  the 
orange  trees  with  their  golden  produce,  were  grouped 
round  the  different  hamlets  and  villages.  As  we  passed 
out  of  the  valley  into  an  opening  winding  far  among  the 
hills,  we  came  upon  a little  village  half  hid  by  a mass  of 
fine  cryptomerias  rising  a hundx’ed  feet  or  more  in  a 
straight  stem.  One  of  these  we  measured,  and  found  it  to 
be  exactly  16  feet  3 inches  in  girth.  Penetrating  farther 
up  the  gorge,  the  banks  were  bright  with  the  wld  pink 
hydrangeas ; and  as  we  ascended  higher  and  higher,  the 
harebell  with  its  graceful  flower  appeared  everywhere. 
When  we  gained  the  higher  ridges,  the  views  each  step 


Digitized  b/  Coogle 


CuAp.  XXI. 


KOAL)  TO  ATAMl. 


433 


disclo.stTl,  lookinjf  backwards  across  tlie  valley  and  towards 
the  sea,  were  indescribably  |)ictiire.sqne,  and  sometimes 
grand  in  tlieir  framework  of  wooded  hills  and  terraced 
mountiiins.  Li  the  heart  of  the  moimUiin  regions  we 
came  upon  a pretty  secluded  village  of  about  a hundred 
houses,  and  were  met  at  the  entrance  by  the  Otono,  or 
mayor,  and  his  stall’,  by  whom  we  were  courteously  en- 
treated to  dismount  and  re.st.  I did  not  feel  disposed  to 
stoj),  but  Mr.  Eusden,  the  sccretaiy,  Avas  beliind,  and,  tis  I 
had  antici{)ated,  he  gladdened  the  official  by  re.sting  and 
partaking  of  his  refreshment.  In  pa.ssing  through  these 
mountiun  districts  we  occsisionally  cjime  upon  groups  of 
peasantry,  evidently  collected  from  all  the  surrounding 
hamlets,  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  the  strangers — perha{)s 
the  greatest  novelty  of  their  lives.  There  they  siit  on 
some  knoll  or  small  hillock  by  the  roadside,  or  kneeling  on 
their  mats,  waiting  i)atiently  the  uncerUiin  hour  of  our 
arrival.  I hope  so  much  perseverance  did  not  go  without 
its  reward,  in  the  gratification  they  experienced.  There 
is  always  some  pleasure  in  accoin[)hshing  an  object  for 
which  Ave  have  made  either  eflbrt  or  sacrifice  — even  if 
the  object  piwe,  on  better  knoA\dedge,  little  AA'orth  the 
trouble  taken.  It  is  Avell  it  should  be  so,  for  aa'c  make  so 
many  false  estimates  of  value,  and  bad  calculations  as  to 
the  final  cost,  as  Avell  as  the  true  Avorth  of  mundaue  things, 
that,  but  for  this  redeeming  condition,  there  Avould  be  a 
.serious  increase  to  the  ])ains  and  penalties  of  a life’s 
errors. 

Tlie  descent  aatis  rathei'  trjing  to  the  hoi-ses,  and  in 
])arts  very  steep  — but  for  several  miles  the  Avoi-st  places 
had  evidently  been  quite  recently  put  under  repair, 
and  apparently  for  us,  since  this  is  not  a route  any 
Ja{)anese  of  rank  Avas  very  likely  to  travel.  About  noon 
Ave  came  in  sight  of  the  little  toAvn  of  Afnmi,  lying  in  a 
narroAv  gorge  close  to  the  shore,  and  from  the  centre  of 
the  houses,  in  two  or  three  places,  Ave  saAV  a great  jet  of 
steam  from  the  mineral  springs.  About  half  a mile  off 
the  officials  of  the  ])lace  met  us  to  form  our  escort,  and 
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about  noon  wo  wore  ushered  into  the  principal  batliing 
esUiblishinent,  generall)'  reserved  h)r  Daiiuios  and  their 
families ; and  were  agreeably  surprised  to  liiid  it  far 
superior  in  accommodation  to  anything  we  had  ventured 
to  anticipate.  Not  only  was  there  a range  of  half  a dozen 
roomy  baths  filled  direct  from  the  source,  steaming  and 
boiling  within  the  courtyard  of  the  house,  but  a suite  of 
apartments  of  good  size  opened  on  to  a perfect  s]>ecimen 
of  a Ja])anese  garden  ; and  a broad  flight  of  steps  to  the 
right  led  to  a couple  of  rooms  on  a fli-st  floor,  with  a 
balcony  commanduig  a beautiful  view  of  the  sea.  In 
these  I began  immechately  to  install  myself.  A low  table 
formed  a bedstead  for  my  air  bed.  !My  mosquito  curtain 
was  stretched  over  it,  and  in  a few  hours  another  of  the 
same  tables,  with  legs  two  feet  higher,  Avas  knocked  uj). 
One  of  Brown’s  portable  easy  chairs,  which  are  heartily 
to  be  commended  and  recommended, — a small  folding 
table,  and  two  or  three  camp-stools,  with  the  aid  of  a few 
nails  for  caps,  ghiss,  travelling-sack,  Ac.,  soon  surrounded 
me  with  all  a traveller’s  luxuries  and  behmgings ; and 
<iave  an  air  of  comfort  to  the  two  little  matted  njoms,  twelve 
feet  square.  Both  were  provided  with  clo.sets,  sliding 
dooi’s,  and  shelves,  making  admirable  wardrobes.  And  here 
I set  up  my  flag,  determined  to  try  the  sanitary  ellect-s 
of  ri*st,  sea  air, — and  the  mineral  springs  of  Atami. 

The  life  we  led  in  this  secluded  watering-|)lace  Avas  one 
of  little  variety — the  arriA-al  of  a courier,  and  tlie  death 
of  a favourite  Scotch  terrier,  my  constant  and  faithful  com- 
panion, Avere  the  onlycwents.  One  must  have  led  the  iso 
lated  life  of  a Foreign  Minister  in  Japan,  to  realise  tlie 
blank  Avhich  the  loss  CA-en  of  an  at  tached  dog  creates. 
much  of  disinterested  aflection  and  trust  had  passed  out  of 
the  AA’orld, — and  more  of  conqianionship  than  those  Avho 
have  never  been  much  alone,  can  Avell  understand  perliaps! 
Some  of  the  best  traits  of  the  Japane.se  character  came 
out  very  faAwnably  on  tliis  occasion  ; ‘ Toby’  had  many 
good  friends  among  my  servants.  My  head  betto,  as 
soon  as  lie  heard  of  tli6  death,  came  himself  to  put  him 
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in  Ills  busket-fihroud  ami  umler  the  sod.  I asked  tlio 
proprietor’s  leave  to  l)ury  him  in  his  ])retty  garden  under 
the  .shade  of  a tree,  and  he  instantly  came  himself  and 
helped  to  dig  the  grave.  A group  of  a.ssistants  of  all 
ranks  giithered  round  Avith  mournl'ul  faces,  as  though  one 
of  their  own  kind  had  pa.s.sed  away.  He  was  folded  up 
in  a mat,  some  of  the  beans  he  was  so  fond  of  were  put 
in  the  grave  with  him,  and  a branch  of  evergreens 
inserted  at  the  head,  which  Avas  scrupulously  laid  to  the 
north.  Tlie  |)iiest  of  the  tem])le  brought  Avatcr  and  in- 
cense stick.s  to  burn,  and  then  a rough  tombstone  to  mark 
the  sjAot,  AViis  laid  oij  his  grave.  They  are  really  a kindly 
people  Avhen  not  perverted  by  their  rulers,  and  prompted 
to  hostility.  When  I propo.sed  to  send  a tablet,  my  host 
AA’as  equally  ready,  and  n.'^sured  me  it  should  be  carefully 
placed  over  the  head.  I had  begun  to  forgc;t  I Avas  in 
Japan,  so  much  good  Avill  Avas  shoAvn,  and  so  fcAV  ditli- 
culties  made  even  to  the  gratification  of  a Avhim.  But  in 
one  sen.se  I reckoned  without  my  true  hosts  — the 
Government  oincials.  I cannot  sU>p  to  tell  hoAV  much 
trouble  the  luckless  tablet  entailed  upon  me,  before  it 
actually  reached  its  destination.  How  it  Avas  pretended 
that  the  toAvn-governor  of  Yeddo  must  first  give  his  per- 
mi.ssiou  ; and  that,  according  to  the  law  of  Japan,  no  stone 
could  be  placed  anywhere  Avithout  official  .sanction ! Nor 
after  it  Avas  up  (which  I only  eflected  by  taking  advan- 
tage of  one  of  our  ships  piLs.sing  the  port,  and  landing  it 
on  the  s])ot)  Avhat  grave  remonstrances  folloAved  from 
the  Ministers  because  oiie  of  the  Ix'gation  had  visited 
Atami  ‘against  the  treaty.’  Well  might  I Avrite  on  his 
tombstone  ‘ Boor  Toby,’  for  it  had  been  hard  Avork  to 
preserA'e  him  Avhere  he  died,  from  total  oblivion. 

The  Spas  of  Atami  are  not  gay  as  a place  of  residence. 
Beyond  the  interest  attaching  to  the  study  of  village  life 
in  Japan,  there  is  nothing  Avhatever  to  amuse  or  give 
occupation.  It  has  an  agricultural  and  fishing  population 
of  some  1,400  souls.  They  cultivate  their  fields  of  lice 
and  millet  and  a fcAv  vegetables,  ’fhe  bay  provides  them 
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with  fisli  — cliielly,  at  tlii.s  season,  mackerel,  and  a sort 
of  ponifret,  witli  lobster  and  awabce  (a  large  specie.s  of 
5uussel  with  a .shell  coated  with  mother-of-pearl).  S<.)me  of 
our  i>arty  occasionally  went  out  li.shii5g  and  brought  back 
veiy  curious  specimens  of  the  linny  species ; one,  a Hat 
fish,  about  the  size  of  the  hand,  had  long  thread-like  pro 
longations  from  the  tail  and  fins,  something  like  the 
tentacula  of  insects,  but  several  inches  in  length.  Another, 
and  smaller  fish,  was  hard  as  bone  all  over,  with  a thick 
gibbous  head,  which  they  call  the  ‘horse-fish.’  Of  this  I 
found  a good  Japanese  drawing,  and  the  following  wood- 
cut  is  a faithful  copy.  A third  kind,  of  which  no  specimen 


}lOHSK-riSlI 


was  preserved,  the  fishermen  believe  to  be  poisonous,  and 
always  throw  overboard  again  as  soon  as  they  cutch  it. 
'fhere  are  a few  shops  in  the  place  for  the  sale  of  some  of 
the  more  common  necessaries,  the  few  things  which  are 
alone  required  in  their  very  simple  mode  of  life.  The 
only  manufacture  is  that  of  paper,  and  the  making  of 
boxes  of  many  devices,  cups,  platters,  trays,  and  a few 
toys  for  Yeddo  and  other  markets  — made  either  of  the 
variegated  wood,  of  the  camjihor,  or  ])ine,  which  these 
hills  supply.  These  are  very  cleverly  turned  and  neatly 
put  together,  with  the  simple.st  and  rudest  instruments, 
'fheir  only  lathe  is  a horizontal  spindle,  turned  by  a boy 
with  two  straps,  holding  one  in  each  hand,  which  he  pulls 
alternatel)'.  To  one  end  of  tlie  shaft  the  object  of  manu- 
facture is  fixed  for  the  other  workman,  and  they  give  the 
liust  polish  to  the  varnish  by  the  fingers  w'ith  a little  whiting. 
The  women,  with  a primitive  loom,  may  also  be  seen 
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hero  and  tliore  in  the  cottages  weaving  cotton.  The 
niinenil  s|)rings  are  .'spread  over  a considera!)!e  sj)ace, 
bubbling  up  in  divers  places  over  the  spot  where  a .source 
e.xists.  Near  several  of  these,  and  in  connection  with  the 
source,  a few  stones  are  ])laced.so  as  to  alloAv  the  steam  to 
escaj)e,and  heretlieyboil  theirtea  andcook  their  vegetables 
without  e.xpenditure  of  fuel.  There  are  wooden  baths  at 
all  the  places,  but  they  did  not  .seem  in  veiy  constant 
rcsiuLsition.  The  waters  appearetl  to  be  all  the  same  — 
saline,  with  a souptioii  only  of  sulphur.  They  are  very 
slightly  a[)erient,  and  are  held  among  the  natives  to  be 
good  for  rheumatism,  disea.ses  of  skin,  and  bad  eyes. 
But  before  my  arrival  they  never  drank  the  watei's,  (jr 
turned  the  steam  to  account  for  vapour-baths.  At  the 
large  vent  of  the  springs,  which  boils  up  with  a loud 
e.\i)losion  of  steam  some  six  or  eight  times  in  the  twenty- 
four  houi’s,  I had  a little  hut  built,  which  made  an  ex- 
cellent vapour-bath ; and  the  yaconiiis,  following  my 
e.xample,  began  to  drink  the  waters. 

We  had  at  first  a continuance  of  rain  and  wind,  but 
later  our  weather  wars  veiy  propitious  — bright,  clear, 
and  pleasantly  warm.  The  maximum  range  of  the  ther- 
mometer was  80°  of  Fahrenheit. 

The  first  fine  breezy  day,  with  gathering  clouds  ami 
fitful  sunshine,  giving  picturesque  and  e\*er-changing 
effects  to  sea  and  mountain,  we  w'ent  three  or  four  miles 
in  tlie  direction  of  Odawara,  across  the  mountain,  where 
a number  of  hot  springs  also  exist,  but  all  tasteless.  Two 
of  them  come  down,  or  are  let  down  over  the  cliff  so  as 
to  make  a douche,  under  one  of  which  we  found  an  old 
woman — and  under  the  other  something  much  rarer  in 
Japan  than  old  women  taking  their  bath  — a mare.  It 
had  a bad  sore  on  its  back  which  they  were  bathing 
with  the  hot  Avatcr.  The  way  to  these  springs  leads 
through  a ravine,  down  Avhich,  overhung  with  shrubs, 
evergreens  all,  and  wild  hydrangeas  in  flower,  a moun- 
tain stream  rushes  in  cascades,  making  pleasant  music. 
S<’attered  along  the  side  of  the  mountain  road  are  a fen' 
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peasants’  homes,  and  here  and  tliere  a temple,  or  a Avay- 
side  shrine  ; Avhile  the  vegetation  speaks  of  a genial  chme, 
where  nature 

Hangs  in  shade  tlio  ornnsro  briglit, 

Like  lanips  of  gold  in  a green  niglit, 

And  throws  the  melons  at  our  feet  — 

as  Andrew  Marvel  writes  of 

The  remote  Iiemnida.s  rieh 
In  <iceon's  bosom  imespied — 

Shakespeare’s  ‘still  vexed  Bermoothes;’ — and  the  roiigli 
swell  of  the  racific  setting  on  the  pebbly  jmd  rocky  shore, 
keeps  up  the  similitude.  The  coast  in  other  respects, 
with  its  bold  picturesque  features,  resembles  very  much 
the  Biscayan  coast  from  San  Sebastian  and  Bilboa  to  San- 
tander. Nor  is  the  climate  veiy  different,  only  less  severe 
in  winter.  Even  the  highest  crest  of  Fusiyama  scai'ce 
preserves  a remnant  of  its  snow  shroud,  through  the 
months  of  July  and  August.  From  the  vicinity  of  these 
minend  springs,  nitre,  in  considerable  quantities  and 
purity,  apjiears  to  be  collected  for  export,  and  I saw 
some  being  brought  in  as  I returned. 

I tried  in  vain  to  get  some  more  precise  information 
about  the  land  tenure  here, — the  Government  adminis- 
tration, and  the  amount  of  taxation.  Unfortunately,  most 
of  our  enquiries  had  to  go  tlu'ough  MatahS,  the  official  in- 
terpreter, of  whom  it  may  truly  be  said,  as  of  Sydney 
Smith’s  Scotchman,  that  it  required  a trephining  operation 
to  get  a new  idea  into  his  head,  — and  something  much 
more  .severe,  to  get  a rational  or  trustworthy  answer  ouioi 
it.  He  either  Avas,  or  affected  to  be,  profoundly  ignorant  of 

his  oAvn  country,  its  statistics  and  administration though 

Avith  .some  smattering  kiioAvledge  of  foreign  countries.  At 
the  same  time  he  had  a bold  fashion  of  giving  off-hand 
any  answer  that  ])romised  to  rid  him  of  farther  enquiry, 
without  the  slightest  reganl  to  tlie  facts ! Furthermore,  he 
deluded  himself  by  fancying  he  kneu'  things,  ui)on  the 
vague.st  ])ossil)le  conception  oftheir  true  meaning — some- 
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times  with  none  at  all.  On  one  occasion,  ^Ir.  Eiisdon  re- 
proaching him  with  the  many  false  alarms  and  statements 
made  resp(!cting  the  route,  and  tliedilliculties  of  tlie  ascent 
of  Fusiyania,  asked  him  if  he  had  ever  heard  of  the  fable 
of  the  Avolf  and  the  sltepherd  boy.  ‘Yes,  he  thought  he 
had  ! ’ ‘ Did  he  know  what  a fable  meant  F ’ ‘Oh  ! yes  ; a 
legend  or  tradition  of  something  supposed  to  have  hap- 
pened long  ago,  Avhich  sometimes  w'as  true  and  sometimes 
was  false.’ 

Not  a promising  informant  this  ; and  when  I put  him 
on  the  rack,  as  the  juniors  used  to  call  it, — and  insisted  on 
his  giving  an  e.vplanation  of  things  observed  in  Japan, 
which  shoidd  be  both  credilde  and  intelligible,  he  would 
.screw  his  head  on  one  side,  and  look  veiy  like  a man 
going  to  choke  under  some  strangling  process.  One  is 
thus  reduced  to  draw,  somcAvhat  at  liazard,  conclusions 
from  what  can  be  observed  of  the  people,  and  for  the 
most  part  only  of  Avhat  lies  on  the  surface.  Upon  Avlmt 
tenure  these  lands  are  held,  (said  to  belong  to,  or  to  be 
administered  b}-,  the  proprietor  of  Idzoo — the  courteous 
Agawa  Farozayamang,)  I could  make  nothing  out  — 
whether  for  himself  as  Tsuxl  of  the  iManor,  or  steward  of 
the  Tycoon,  it  seemed  impossible  to  ascerUiin.  There 
appeared  to  be  some  resident  olTicer  there,  acting  in  his 
name.  Several  of  the  shopkeepers  were  yaconins,  as  also 
Avas  the  proprietor  of  the  hotel  and  bathing-house.  There 
mmj  be  a good  deal  of  tyi’anny  and  oppression,  but  the 
people  show  no  marks  of  it,  any  more  than  of  gi'inding 
exactions  and  abject  poverty ; though  of  course  a small 
fishing  village  is  not  a place  Avhere  people  are  otherAvise 
than  poor. 

Seeing  there  are  no  representative  institutions,  no  free 
pres.s — no  freedom  of  any  kind — in  the  forms  inseparably 
associated  in  an  Englishman’s  mind  with  liberty, — it  may 
be  necessaiy  to  guard  against  a bias,  and  a leaning  to 
h priori  conclusions, — adverse  alike  to  the  Government 
in  its  absolute  and  despotic  character,  and  the  people 
governed.  Tliere  is  perhaps  no  more  certain  truth  than 
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that  which  is  conveyed  in  the  axiom,  that  laws  and  actions 
must  have  a certain  adaptation  to  the  existing  character  of 
the  people  to  1)C  governed  ; and  that  Ave  must  judge  of  any 
code,  by  estimating  the  amount  of  good  or  evil  that  has 
been  found  to  result.  If  the  average  for  the  time  being, 
of  good,  Avill  bear  comparison  Avith  that  observable  in 
other  countries,  and  in  other  stages  of  civilisation,  al- 
though a diflerent  code  or  form  of  government  and 
institutions  may  exist ; onr  light  to  condemn  the  latter 
must,  to  .say  the  least,  be  vciy  questionable,  hoAvever 
they  may  de]>art  from  our  oavu  standard  of  ethics  and 
good  government. 

Here  in  outAvard  form  A\*e  liaA^e  feudalism,  without  its 
chivahy%  reproduced — a Venetian  oligarchy  of  nobles, 
reducing  even  the  diqdicated  sovereign  poAver  to  a 
shadoAvy  exi.stence,  in  Avhich  the  feudal  lord  is  cA^erything, 
and  the  loAver  and  labouring  classes  nothing.  Yet  Avhat 
do  Ave  see  ? I’eace,  plenty,  apparent  content,  and  a 
count ly^  more  perfectly  and  carefully  cultivated  and  kept, 
Avith  more  ornamental  timber  everyAvherc,  than  can  be 
matched  even  in  England.  The  hiAvs,  so  far  as  Ave  knoAV, 
are  someAvhat  Draconian  in  their  seA^erity,  and  admi- 
nistered unflinchingly  by  the  veiy  .simplest  and  most  direct 
pr(H;e.sse.s,  Avithout  the  aid  of  hiAAyers.  As  the  traveller 
passes  along  the  road,  at  the  entrance  of  a bourg  or  hamlet 
his  eye  Avill  often  be  attracted  by  a long  board,  roofed 
oA’er  to  protect  it  from  the  weiither,  but  open  at  the  sides  ; 
on  Avhich  are  Avritten  imperial  decrees  it  behoves  all  the 
Tycoon's  subjects  to  knoAv  and  obey.  TheyluiA'e  at  least 
the  merit  of  being  fcAv  and  short,  and  most  of  them  seem  half 
effaced  by  time,  as  already  superfluous ! I’erhaps,  after  all, 
the  Draconian  penal  code  and  absence  of  legal  techni- 
calities, may  be  not  only  a natural  product  of  less  ad- 
vanced stages  of  civilisation,  and  a needful  restraint  on 
individual  freedom  of  action ; — but  also  it  may  bo  that,  as  1 
have  suggested,  a more  .seemingly  equitable  and  humane, 
as  AA'ell  as  a more  elaborately  con.«tituted  code,  could  not  be 
carried  out  for  A\amt  of  fit  admini.stratiA’e  machinery.  Tin; 
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institutions  may  be  a.s  good  as  tlie  average  character  of  tlie 
peiiple  and  their  civilisation  will  permit, — and  if  .so,  the 
best  and  fittest  for  the  existing  time,  however  remote  from 
an  absolutely  just  ])enal  system,  or  an  abstractedly  perfect 
theoiy  of  government.  Less  stringent  institutions  might 
only  entail  social  confusion,  and  the  worse  evils  insepar- 
able from  it.  Anarchy  brings  far  more  sufiering  on  the 
masses,  and  it  may  be  more  demoralisation,  than  a des- 
potism fitted  to  avert  this,  and  therefore,  in  that  sense  at 
leiust,  justified  by  the  circumstances.  It  may  be  the  least 
wronij  in  view  of  the  total  of  suffering ; and  if  so,  cannot 
be  far  from  being  relntivehj  riijht,  for  the  time  and  the 
[)co])le;  and  worthy  of  approbation  rather  than  sweeping 
condemnation.  At  all  events,  be  the  connection  of  cause 
and  effect  what  it  may,  taking  the  despotic  and  oligarchic 
constitution  of  the.se  realms,  with  its  rude  and  shaip  ad- 
ministration of  justice, — which  admits  neither  public  plead- 
ing, appeal,  nor  e.xtemiations, — but  takes  a man’s  head 
off’  as  certainly  for  a theft  as  a murder ; and  on  the  other 
hand,  the  material  [irosperity  of  a population,  estimated  at 
thirty  millions,  which  has  made  a garden  of  Eden  of  this 
volcanic  soil,  and  has  grown  in  numbers  and  in  wealth 
by  unaided  native  industr}%  .dint  out  from  all  inter- 
course with  the  rest  of  the  world;  — it  is  impo&sible  to 
j)ass  any  sweeping  condemnation  either  on  them  or  the 
institutions  under  which  they  live,  and  where  such  results 
are  possible.  Without  wishing  to  make  any  apology  for 
despotism  or  the  Japane.se  Government  either,  I give  the 
reflections  which  naturally  suggest  themselves  to  the 
European  traveller. 

I remained  in  this  isolated  region — wilderne.ss  •within  a 
wilderness  (for  such  all  Japan  is  to  the  foreigner  )’et), 
nearly  three  weeks.  But  even  our  yaconins  became 
Avcaiy  of  the  contracted  circle  of  our  gyrations  ; and,  to 
.say  the  truth,  tliere  was  no  one  of  the  party,  I believe,  who 
did  not  look  forward  with  pleasure  to  the  day  of  de- 
parture. The  villagers  soon  got  accustomed  to  us,  and 
Avere  as  quiet  and  inoffensive  a population  as  heart  could 
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desire;  but  we  had  exhausted  all  the  shops, — and  all  the 
amu.sement  that  could  be  extracted  out  of  the  operation 
of  bargaining  with  their  puzzle-headed  owners.  The 
men  especially,  (ill  over  Japan,  seem  to  be  wretched 
accountants, — far  inferior  in  this  to  the  Chinese,  who  are 
a match  for  the  best  European  ‘ experts.’  The  women, 
sti'ange  to  .say,  are  much  better  than  their  lords  at  figures ; 
and  when  it  came  to  a question  of  addition  or  multiplica- 
tion,— we  alway.s  had  recourse  to  the  more  ready  wit  of 
the  wife. 

I must  not  take  leave  of  Atami  without  a few  words 
on  its  principal  manufacture  — Paper  ; nor  could  I have 
had  a better  opportunity  of  observing  all  the  processes, 
since  our  landlord  had  an  establishment  attached  to  the 
house  where  jiaper  was  made  ; and,  wonderful  to  relate, 
he  was  quite  ready  and  willing  to  give  me  such  infor- 
mation as  was  in  his  power. 

Xeaiiy  all  paper  in  Japan  is  made  from  the  bark  of 
trees,  and  in  .some  qualities  it  is  superior  to  any  in 
Europe,  more  especially  as  i-egards  toughness.  Even  the 
finer  kinds  can  only  be  torn  with  dilficulty,  and  the  stronger 
qualities  defy  every  eflbrt.  Indeed,  it  supplies  the  place 
of  linen  and  cambric,  being  used  for  handkerchiefs  and 
other  domestic,  purposes  where  we  should  use  cloth  or  rags. 
Tliey  are  not  unacquainted  with  the  process  of  manu- 
facturing ]iaper  from  cotton  rags — indeed,  I believe  they 
would  make  paper  out  of  old  shoes — but  the  former  are 
little  used,  because  the  bark  is  pref  erred.  Some  of  the  more 
enterjrrising  jiioneers  of  foi’eign  trade  endeavoured  to 
turn  this  fact  to  account,  and  began  to  buy  up  all  the 
old  rags,  which,  as  may  be  .supposed,  were  cheap  enough 
in  a country’  where  cotton  is  univer.sally  worn,  and  the 
i-ags  were  regarded  as  rubbish.  The  Ja])anese,  however, 
were  not  long  in  discovering  that,  however  usele.ss  and 
worthless  for  home  consumption,  they  had  a value  for 
the  foreign  market,  and  the  profits  on  the  later  shipments 
were  very  sjieethiy  diminished  from  the  rise  in  ))iice. 

Some  twenty  or  thirty  thou.<and  ]>iculs  (13.3  lbs.  each) 
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had  been  shipped  to  tlie  end  of  1801.  Hut  tlie  rags  were 
mostly  coloured  and  nearly  all  cotton; — and,  although 
the  Briti.sh  shippei-s,  who  chiefly  entered  into  this  busi- 
ness, shoAved  no  little  ingenuity  and  energy,  both  in 
finding  means  to  discharge  the  colour  (always  vegetable), 
and  in  the  invention  of  a press  to  screw  the  contents 
of  each  bale  into  smaller  compass,  I believe  the  calcula- 
tions made  were  not  borne  out  by  the  results.  It  was 
suj)posed  that  these  rags  could  be  laid  down  in  England 
at  about  12/.  per  ton,  and  would  fetch  18/.,  or  something 
like  50  per  cent,  profit;  rags  in  England  vaiying  in  value 
from  10/.  to  85/.  per  ton.  As  the  Japanese  make  little 
or  no  use  of  their  nigs,  and  are  almost  exclusively  clothed 
in  cotton,  thi.s,  it  was  hoped,  might  become  an  article  of 
export  of  some  little  importance,  though  not  veiy  large 
in  money  value.  I know  it  Avas  e.xjiected  that  25,000 
piculs  could  be  sent  aAvay  from  Yokohama  alone,  at  about 
Bi  50c.  the  picul.  The  out-turn  of  the  first  A'cnture  Avas 
such,  hoAvcA'er,  as  to  discourage  all  entequ’ise  in  this 
direction  ; the  colouring  matter,  and  means  taken  for  its 
discharge,  being  alleged  as  the  chief  cause  of  failure. 

As  to  the  kind  of  bark  used,  and  the  processes  by  Avhich 
it  is  converted  into  such  an  infinite  variety  of  paper — sixty- 
seven  different  kinds,  I haA'e  elscAvhere  mentioned,  were 
sent  to  the  Exhibition,  exclusiv'e  of  a large  number  of 
imitation  leathers,  all  made  from  the  .same  materials — 
I find  Keempfer  has  given  a veiy  detailed  descrij)- 
tion,  gathered  from  native  sources,  and  describes  the 
shrubs  botanically,  Avith  carefully  e.xecuted  plates.  Mr. 
J.  Veitch  also  supplied  me  Avith  some  botanical  notes  in 
reference  to  the  paper ; but,  on  comparing  the  tAvo, 
there  seems  some  ihflerence  of  opinion  or  information. 
Keempfer  says  the  paper  in  Japan  is  made  of  the  Moms 
papipifera  sntica,  or  true  ‘ paper  tree’  (a  kind  of 
mulberiy),  Avith  the  addition  of  a slimy  infu-sion  of  rice 
and  also  of  the  Oreni  root ; and  sometimes,  as  a 
.substitute  for  the  latter,  they  make  use  of  a creejiing 
shrub  called  ‘ Sane  Kadsura,  the  Icav'es  Avhereof  yield  a 
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mucilage  in  great  plenty,’  as  also  of  the  Papyrus  leyitima ; 
and  he  gives  airefully-engraved  plates  of  both,  with  a 
minute  description  of  the  plants. 

Mr.  Veitch  desci’ibes  the  paper-tree  of  Japan  as  the 
Mortis,  or  Brou-mmetia  papyrifera,  and  also  tells  me  he 
has  found  two  other  plants  groAvn  in  the  district  of  Yeddo 
for  paper-making  — namely,  a Buddled  species  and  the 
Hibiscus.  It  seems  probable  there  are  many  more  trees 
and  shrubs,  the  bark  of  Avhich  Avould  answer  the  same 
purpose, — perhaps,  equally  well.  With  us  at  home  it  is  no 
doubt  a question  of  cost  in  reducing  the  raAV  matei'ial  to 
the  pulpy  state  proper  for  paper-making.  The  bamlxxi, 
in  China,  almost  exclusivel}'  supplies  the  material  for  all 
Chinese  paper, — known  so  long  among  artists  and  copper- 
plate printers  as  ‘ Indian  paper,’  the  first  importations 
liaving  been  made  in  the  East  India  Company’s  ships.  This 
is  excellent  in  its  kind,  and  much  j)i'ized  for  artistic  pur- 
poses— proof  impressions,  mounting  of  drawings,  &c.,  but 
it  is  wholly  wanting  in  the  touyhness  or  tenacity  of  the  Japa- 
nese. As  to  the  processes  of  manutacture,  the.se,  like  almost 
everything  else  in  Japan,  are  simple  in  the  extreme, — and, 
if  expensive,  they  could  only  be  so  in  the  article  of  labour. 
A more  elaborate  description,  and,  as  far  as  I can  judge, 
a very  accurate  one,  may  be  read  in  Kcompfer;  and  a 
third  will  also  be  found  in  Mr.  Yeitch’s  botanical  notes, 
which  he  has  kindly  permitted  me  to  add  in  the  ApjM'ndix. 
But  the  following  I gleaned  myself  on  the  spot.  It  aj)- 
jieared  three  several  trees  were  laid  under  contribution  to 
furnish  the  materials,  severally  called  in  Japanese  Ganpi, 
Mit'ioo-mata  and  Tamo.  The  first  is  the  staple  or  founda- 
tion, a shrub  growing  some  eight  feet  high,  a few  miles  from 
Atami.  The  bark  of  this  is  stripped  off,  dried,  and  then, 
when  the  season  arrives  (Avinter  is  best),  it  is  steejietl  in 
water  until  the  outer  green  layer  can  l)e  scraped  oil,  and 
then  the  bark  thus  .stripped  is  boiled  in  ley  until  it  is 
softened  like  a vegetable  for  eating;  after  Avhicli  it  is  beaten 
with  two  clubs  until  it  is  reduced  to  a state  of  pulp,  or  at 
least  ready  to  become  pulp  with  a farther  immersion.  A 
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second  bark  is  tlicn  added,  apparently  of  a larger  tree, 
stripped  also  of  the  outer  liti.sk,  to  give  toiighne.ss  — the 
Tamo  ; and  a third,  the  Mit-'ioo-inata,  to  niiike  it  glutinou.s, 
or  to  size  it.  When  till  these  ingredients  are  brought 
into  a state  of  fine  liquid  piilj),  and  -well  mixed,  it  is  niiule 
into  .sheets  of  });tper  by  being  spretul,  in  a perfectly  liquid 
sha])e,  over  frames  of  matting  vciy  like  our  wire  franu-s,  and 
answering  [trecisely  the  same  purpose.  They  make  it  at 
A tami  of  live  colours ; the  landlord  brought  me  ti  large 
bundle  of  each  as  ti  .specimen,  Avhich  I .sent  to  the  Kxhibi- 
tion.  It  is  .sold  itt  six  ca.sh  a sheet,  or,  say  four  for  a 
farthing,  each  sheet  iibout  the  size  of  Itirge  quarto  letter 
paper.  I fiincy  Jajtan  is  rich  in  fibrous  textures  derived 
from  the  vegetible  kingdom,  till  turned  to  the  same  u.se ; 
but  my  informant  seemed  to  know  only  his  own  branch  of 
the  business, — or  else  iMatabe’s  powers  of  interpretation 
were  exhausted. 

Having  tried  in  vain  while  here,  to  obtiiin  any  reliable 
information  about  the  tenure  of  the  houses  and  land,  I 
was  compelled  to  draw  my  own  conclusions.  The  land 
seemed  for  the  most  ptirt  to  be  in  very  simdl  allotments, 
iind  to  furnish  only  one  of  the  occupations  and  means  of 
subsistence  of  each  household  ; the  fisherman’s  net,  the 
turner’s  lathe,  and  a little  shopkeeping,  all  alternating 
with  the  ploughman’s  and  farmer’s  toil.  A more  primi- 
tive or  easily-satislkid  po[)nlation  1 never  lived  among  ; 
and  I doubt  whether  twenty  of  the  whole  number  ever 
leave  their  sea-girt  home,  with  its  mountain-barriers,  from 
the  beginning  to  the  end  of  their  lives.  But  the  absence 
t)f  all  active  curiosity,  or  (h'sire  for  change,  is  not  jieculiar 
to  them.  1 once  sat  by  the  chimney  of  a ])ea.siint’s  hut, 
in  the  plains  of  Castilin  la  vieja  (Old  C^astile),  not  twenty 
miles  from  the  great  cathedral  town  of  Burgos — witli 
all  its  glories  of  gothic  architecture  — and  on  asking  him 
what  he  thouglit  of  it,  wiis  amused  to  hear  he  had  never 
been  there — though  his  hair  was  as  white  as  the  snow  that 
covered  tho.se  bleak  ])lain.s.  Before  railroads  came  into 
plaj’,  many  similar  cjvses  might  no  doulrt  have  been 
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found  in  England  also.  For  the  most  part,  the  desire  for 
change  of  scene,  comes  only  Avitli  oj)portimity  and  habit. 
Thosewho  have  wandered  once  awayfrom  home, are  seldom 
content  to  remain  there,  without  change,  for  the  rest  of 
their  lives.  The  desire  for  travel,  like  so  many  other  of 
our  apj>etites  (if  not  all),  grows  by  what  it  feeds  u]X)n  ; 
and  the  natural  food  once  obtained,  more  is  inevitably 
desired  ; though  many  live  a life  through  without  experi- 
encing the  want. 

Thus  moralising  as  I wandered  day  by  day  through 
the  valley  and  its  hamlets  — peopled  with  successive 
generations  of  men  and  women,  and  a j)lentiful  progeny 
of  children,  leaving  no  doubt  of  the  perpetuation  of  the 
species,  all  born  with  immorUd  souls, — in  outward  linea- 
ment, too,  how  like, — and  yet,  in  all  that  constitutes  the 
difference  between  man  and  man,  how  strangely  ami 
utterly  dissimilar  to  many  of  their  kind  in  Europe!  — I 
used  to  find  myself  speculating  on  the  causes  of  such  wide 
divergence,  and  the  consequences.  Compare  the  exist- 
ence which  one  of  these  villagers  leads  — which  all  lea«l 
from  age  to  age, — with  the  life  just  closed,  in  a man  like 
Cavour.  Ai-e  they  all  born  with  the  same  feelings,  wants, 
and  capacities  ? There  w.as  something  of  a sepulchral  or 
catacomb  character  about  the  very  streets,  and  in  the 
features  of  house.s,  temples,  and  tomb.stone.s — all  promiscu- 
ou.sly  mingled  ; mementoes  of  a past  which  had  no  future 
— a Pompeii,  without  its  intere.st  or  its  history.  Yet  they 
lead,  to  all  appearance,  a happy  life  enough,  after  a 
fashion  of  their  own,  these  same  villagere  — as  the  mole 
and  the  oyster  in  their  respective  elements  may  be  happy. 
There  cannot  be  much  ebb  and  flow  in  their  lives,  and 
no  swift  current  ever  bears  them  onward  to  now  shores 
or  experience.s.  All  who  are  happy,  are  not  equally 
hap])V,  as  Johnson  observed.  The  jjeasant  and  the  king, 
the  li.sherman  and  the  philosopher,  may  be  equally 
satisfied  with  their  lot,  but  not  equally  hapi»y — if  happi- 
ness be  tnily  defined  ns  consisting  in  the  multiplicity  of 
agreeable  impressions,  or  the  vividne.ss  and  intensity  of 
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a conscious  sense  of  hemj  ami  enjoyment.  Tlie  j)easant 
ami  the  ])liilosoj)lier  have  not  equal  eajiaeities  for  liappi- 
nes.s,  in  this  sen.se.  ‘A  small  tlrinking  gla.ss  ami  a large 
one  may  be  equally  full,  but  a large  one  holds  more  than 
the  small ; ’ ami  though  Chaiming  may  be  perfectly  right 
in  saying  no  man,  be  he  emperor  or  ])easant,  can  have 
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more  enjoyment  than  will  lie  between  the  crown  of  his 
head  and  the  .sole  of  his  foot, — the  difference  in  amount  and 
kind,  in  different  organi.sations  and  degrees  of  develope- 
ment,  must  be  almost  infinite. 

But  it  is  not  the  inequality  of  enjoyment  (everywhere  so 
constant,  even  in  the  highest  civilisation)  which  strikes  an 
observer  so  much, — as  the  certain  and  continnons  in- 
equality of  developement.  This  is  a transitory  life  and  a 
]4robationary  one — the  preparation  and  [)reface  (inly  to  an- 
other. That  much  shoidd  be  imperfect  or  fragmentaiT 
we  can  readily  conceive.  But  what  of  the  ineqnaliU'  that 
dwarfs  developement  and  all  perfecting  proce.ss — whicli 
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makc.s  a race  of  cretins  l)y  the  side  of  a nation  of  phi- 
losophers, statesmen,  poets,  artists;  and,  as  tliey  were 
born, — so  leaves  them  to  die?  And  so  from  generation 
to  generation,  to  perpetuate  their  race,  and  reappear  to 
rim  the  same  sad,  hopeless,  seemingly  aimle.ss  destiny ! 
Idolaters,  Pagans — with  capacities  undeveloped,  germs 
left  dormant,  and  a dead  level  of  existence,  just  one 
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degree  above  the  beasts  that  perish  — no  hope,  no  liiitli 
in  a future  and  a better  life  ! How  are  such  inequalities 
as  these,  inexorably  reproduced  in  secn/^/t  secii/oruin,  from 
the  earliest  days  of  the  human  race,  to  be  blended  into  any 
sy.'item  of  Divine  government  which  ire  can  conceive? 

It  was  time  I left  Atami,  when  such  problems  as  these 
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suggested  themselves  for  solution.  But  before  I took  my 
departure,  I found  that  man’s  ingenuity  in  torturing  him- 
self for  some  fiincietl  good  or  evil,  was  not  •without  its  ex- 
ample among  my  friends  here,  however  primitive  their 
habits  and  low  their  estimate  of  the  things  really  needful 
to  life  and  happiness,  for  I found  a manufactory  of  Moxas 
in  full  play.  Now  the  Moxa  is  a plea.'^ant  and  ingenious 
device  for  burning  a hole  in  a man’s  skin,  not  wholly 
unknown  to  the  Faculty  in  Europe,  but  the  honour  of 
invention  and  love  for  its  application  lie,  I believe, 
exclusively  with  Japan.  With  us  the  art,  moreover,  is 
entirely  monopolised  by  physicians  and  surgeons ; whereas 
every  Japanese  has  it  in  his  own  hands  as  a househokl 
remed}’.  For  the  uninitiated  I may  say,  that  the  cauterising 
tinder  is  made  from  the  pith  of  a tree  of  which  I procured 
a branch.  Koempfer  describes  it  as  the  common  mugwort, 
Artemma  viihjaris  latifolia,  but  ho  says  the  /mres  only  are 
used ; I was  told  the  pith  and  the  bark,  dried,  rubbed  to 
powder,  and  then  put  up  in  neat  little  squares  attacheil  to 
paper.  When  wanted  for  use  one  of  these  is  taken  out  and 
placed  on  a little  circular  layer  of  powdered  charcoal  which 
is  ignited.  The  Japanese  seem  strangely  addicted  to  its  use. 
This  and  the  acupuncture, — another  agreeable  invention, 
common  I believe  to  Japan  and  to  China,  and  used  ‘ to 
discuss  and  expel  all  manner  of  winds  and  vapoiim,’ — 
the  cause  of  nearly  all  distempers,  according  to  the  learned, 
from  Hippocrates  to  the  last  Ja[)anese  sage.  At  their 
own  free  choice  most  of  the  natives  undergo  the  opera- 
tion, at  least  once  cverv’  spring,  as  a preventive  measure  ; 
and  it  is  rare  to  see  a man  stripped,  without  finding  a 
long  row  of  scar-s,  burned  in  on  each  side  the  spine  at  an 
inch  or  two  apart.  It  seems  to  be  considered  a universal 
specific, — even  the  accoucheur  calls  in  its  aid,  and  is 
directed  to  burn  ‘three  cones  on  the  little  toe  of  the 
right  foot  to  facilitate  dehvery  ! ’ 

One  day  I saw  an  infant  held  across  its  mother’s  knee, 
while  another  woman,  quite  remorselessly,  was  burning 
two  or  three  of  these  pleasant  pastiles  about  the  umbilical 
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refrion,  to  tlie  great  discomfiture  of  the  unhappy  little 
patient,  as  may  well  be  imagined  ; who  protested  vehe- 
mently, with  tliroat  and  legs,  but  all  in  vain,  against  the 
practice. 

Although  occasionally  resorted  to  by  our  surgeons,  and 
with  good  effect  it  is  said,  in  some  obscure  neuralgic  and 
paralytic  cjises, — it  has  never  been  in  great  vogue  with  us. 
Kcempfer  tells  a stoiy  of  the  Japanese,  apropos  to  this 
practice,  too  good  to  be  lost.  The  first  two  or  three  cones 
are  apphed  successively  in  order  to  burn  through  the  skin, 
and  these  are  called  kaicakiri ; new  taxes  laid  on  them  by 
their  Princes  or  Government  are  called  ‘ kaicakiri  ’ also, 
because  ‘ they  are  veiy  hard  to  be  borne  at  first,  but 
become  much  easier  in  time.’  If  this  be  true  of  taxes  in 
the  experience  of  the  Japanese,  it  should  afford  great 
encouragement  to  our  future  Chancellors  of  the  Ex- 
chequer to  lay  on  boldly  the  .shilling  income-tax,  so 
constantly  referred  to  as  a pleasant  round  sum  — though 
many  of  the  lieges  would,  no  doubt,  legard  it  as  a 
kaicakiri — a skin-cutter,  and  ‘ hard  to  be  borne  at  fii-st — 
but  then,  if  it  should  become  mudi  easier  in  time,  that 
might  bring  consolation ! 

Wliatever  may  be  the  experience  of  the  Japanese  pop- 
ulation in  the  way  of  taxation,  I adhei'c  to  the  idea  tliat 
it  is  not  of  a very  onerous  or  grinding  character  upon  the 
whole  ; — and  at  the  close  of  this,  my  Hi’s!  expedition  into 
the  interior,  recalling  all  the  evidences  that  met  my  eye 
of  a happy  contented-looking  peasantiy,  I was  not  disposed 
to  think  Kcempfer  so  far  wrong  when  he  concluded  his 
histoiy  of  Japan,  nearly  two  centuries  ago,  by  declaring  that 
‘ their  country  was  never  in  a happier  condition  than  it  now 
is,  governed  by  an  arbitraiy  monarch,  shut  up  and  kept 
from  all  commerce  and  communication  with  foreign  na- 
tions.’ Whether,  a centuiy  hence,  the  descendants  of  this 
generation  which  has  seen  the  inauguration  of  renewed 
relations,  commercial  and  political,  may  be  able  to  point 
to  a higher  and  better  civilisation,  with  an  equal  developo- 
ment  of  material  prosperity  and  national  content  — as 
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.seems  eveiywliere  apparent  now  — and  rejoice  in  the 
result  as  a consequence  of  foreign  relations, — is  another 
problem  for  time  to  solve.  But  that  such  progress  will 
not  be  achieved  without  fundamental  changes — and  great 
disturbance  to  all  existing  institutions  and  relations  of  the 
people  to  their  rulers,  seems  very  certain.  Happy  will  it 
be,  if  a frequent  resort  to  preventive  and  curative  processes 
be  not  required,  compared  to  which  the  skin-cutting  of  the 
kawnkiri  will  be  mild  indeed.  We  need  not,  at  all  events, 
be  surprised  if  the  rulers  and  the  ruled  should  alike  show 
great  repugnance  at  first  to  the  initiative  steps, — and  look 
upon  all  foreign  nations,  much  as  patients  regard  their 
doctoi’s,  with  an  instinctive  anticipation  of  something  both 
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dangerous  and  disagreeable  necessarily  following  their  in- 
troduction into  the  hou.se  — some  medicines  bitter  to  the 
taste  and  hard  to  swallow,  however  benevolent  the  prac- 
titioners,— if  not  scarifications  and  cauteries  painful  in 
anticipation,  and  still  worse  in  experience,  however  deter- 
mined or  skilful  the  operator. 
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My  last  walk  through  Atami  ended  in  my  sketching  a 
very  primitive,  but  no  less  characteristic,  aqueduct,  in  one 
of  the  streets,  constructed  of  bamboo ; to  spare  the  labour 
of  the  good  wives  in  fetching  Avater.  Here  they  came, 
each  Avitli  their  little  tub,  to  wash  the  clothes;  and  never 
being  at  a loss  for  hot  water  (out  of  the  great  cauldron 
under  their  feet)  they  spared  both  labour  and  soap,  with 
the  farther  advantage  of  breathing  the  fresh  air,  and  en- 
joying a gossip  with  their  neighbours.  Often,  as  1 
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returned  towards  the  sea  beach,  I was  met  by  grou})s 
of  nshcrmen,  Avith  their  Avives  and  children  — the  wife 
suckling  her  baby,  and  carrying  the  fish  ; the  father 
loaded  only  Avith  some  light  fishing-tackle  : Avhile  his 
elder  child  Avould  folloAv  in  tlie  Avakc,  Avith  a victimised 
tortoise  for  his  iday-felloAv. 
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Of  the  oeogra|)liieul  cliaracters  1 can  give  little  iiifor- 
ination.  The  soil  under  cultivation  in  all  the  valleys 
seems  to  be  similar  to  that  observable  in  tracts  of  Central 
India,  called  ‘black  or  cotton  soil;’ — a rich  earth,  the 
detritus  of  igneous  rocks  probably,  further  fertilised  during 
a long  succession  of  centuries  by  the  liquid  manure  from 
towns.  Itiding  along  the  road  it  may  be  seen  several  feet 
in  depth,  richer-looking  than  any  garden  mould,  and  with- 
out a stone.  Indeed,  in  all  the  country  adjacent  to  the 
capitiil,  more  varied  in  form  and  character,  and  rich  in 
picturesque  features,  than  the  vicinity  of  any  capital  I 
have  ever  seen,  can  boast  of,  it  is  a saying  that  ‘ stones 
and  gold  are  equally  scarce.’  Yet  with  all  this  apparent 
richness,  and  careful  cidture,  there  is  a sad  deficiency  of 
flavour  and  delicacy  in  everything  it  produces,  except 
rice,  which  is  excellent  — ‘the  richest  and  fattest  in  the 
world,’  according  to  Kcempfer. 

At  last,  the  resources  of  the  place  and  our  own  patience 
being  alike  exhausted,  early  one  morning,  towards  the 
end  of  September,  we  took  our  departure,  and  started  for 
Odowara,  on  our  way  back  to  Yeddo.  Our  road  lay 
idong  the  coast,  fair  and  pleasant  to  the  eye,  but  hard  to 
travel,  for  man  and  horse ! The  same  careful  culture  and 
abundance  of  timber  were  eveiywhere  observable.  The 
following  day  brought  us  to  Foodi.sawa,  along  five  leagues 
of  a level  and  sanded  avenue,  still  coasting  the  sea  shore. 
We  were  ferried  across  two  rivers,  and  passed  a dead 
man  on  the  road  — evidently  a beggar ; so  destitution 
does  exist,  however  rare,  and  men  die  on  the  high  roads — 
at  least  this  one  instance  seemed  to  show  such  things 
were,  even  in  Japan,  though  somebody  has  said  or 
written  there  were  no  beggars  in  Japan.  Beggars  there 
certainly  are,  and  in  and  about  the  capital  in  con- 
siderable numbers ; but  they  are  very  far  from  being 
either  so  numerous,  or  so  frequently  to  be  seen  at  the 
point  of  starvation,  as  in  the  neighbouring  country  of 
China. 
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The  third  day  a continuance  of  the  .same  beautiful 
road  led  us  to  Totsooka  — then  a shai’p  ride  of  five 
leagues,  before  breakfast,  into  Kanagawa,  and  the  joimiey 
was  over. 
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THK  HIGH  liGAll  TO  TIIK  C.AriTAL,  ANI>  THIISE  WHO  TIIAVI.I.  OS  II'. 

There  is  an  arrangeinent  in  this  country  already 
alluded  to,  by  which  certain  high  roads,  the 
great  aileries  of  the  empire,  leading  to  and  from 
Miaco  and  Yeddo,  are  made  imperial  jiroperty.  These 
may  both  be  considered  capitals,  since  the  Mikado,  the 
titidar  Emperor,  resides  at  the  one,  and  the  Tycoon,  the 
virtual  Sovereign,  at  the  other.  The  road  between  these 
and  from  them,  to  the  other  imperial  cities  on  the  coast, 
although  passing  through  the  domains  of  the  several 
Daimios,  are  in  no  sense  considered  as  a part  of  their 
territories,  or  under  their  jurisdiction.  A very  needful 
reseiwation  obviously,  Avhere  these  feudal  Princes  exercise 
Avithin  their  own  territories  a sovereign  sway,  as  other- 
wise they  could  stop  all  traffic  and  communication  through- 
out the  empire.  Or,  Avhat  Avould  be  just  as  prejudicial, 
and  to  Western  rowel's  peculiarly  adver.se,  levy  a tax  in 
transitu  upon  produce,  a.s  did  our  barons  of  yore  in  the 
good  old  times,  and  so  arrest  all  developement  of  trade. 

Along  this  Tocado,  or  Imperial  road,  lies  the  way  to 
Yeddo,  from  the  consular  port  of  Kanagawa : and  althougli 
Avith  short  intervals,  the  road  on  both  sides  of  the  whole  dis- 
tance is  lined  with  houses  and  shops  only  one  or  two  deep, 
and  now  and  then  clustering  into  a little  township,  mucli  as 
from  Hounslow  to  London, — yet  KanagaAva  proper  ends 
about  a mile  and  a half  from  where  it  begins,  and  each 
succeeding  hamlet  has  its  oaati  name.  KanagaAva,  before  it 
AA'as  made  a consular  port,  was 'a  place  of  some  import- 
ance, as  a resting-station  for  traA-ellers,  and  the  Daimios 
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more  especially  proceeding  to  and  from  the  capital  wth 
a large  following  of  retainers ; being  just  a day’s  journey, 
at  the  usual  rate  of  travelling,  or  seventeen  miles.  Ac- 
cordingly, everj'  second  house  in  Kanagawa  is  either  a 
tea-house,  or  an  establishment  for  the  letting  of  horses, 
cangos,  norimons  and  bearers,  to  carry  the  two  latter 
vehicles. 

The  whole  road  is  a scene  of  constant  traffic.  Pack- 
homes,  and  porters  of  luggage  — travellers  of  the  lower 
classes  are  here,  in  cangos  with  two  bearers  going  at  a 
swinging  trot  whenever  they  are  entering  a place  — travel- 
lers of  a higher  order,  male  or  female,  in  norimons,  carried 
by  four  bearers,  and  going  much  more  deliberately,  as 
becomes  the  dignity  of  superior  rank.  This  is  not  a 
country  in  which  men  of  this  generation  may  ever  hope 
for  the  luxury  of  express  trains,  nor  is  time,  apparently, 
estimated  as  a valuable  commodit}’^ ; hence,  everything 
to  be  done,  whether  it  be  a journey,  a bargain,  or  the 
transaction  of  any  other  business,  is  apt  to  be  intolerably 
tedious. 

From  one  of  these  hostelries  our  homes  have  to  bo 
hired.  The  bargain  is  made  at  a most  extortionate  rate, 
and  we  are  to  pay  ten  itziboos,  or  more  than  three  dollam, 
for  a sorry  brute,  the  cost  price  of  which  to  a Japanese 
is  not  more  than  ten  or  twenty  dollars,  at  the  highest ; 
that  is,  a day’s  use  of  an  animal  is,  by  this  kind  of  tariff 
(adjusted  for  foreigners),  equal  to  a seven  days’  purchase. 
The  true  price  is  from  Is.  Gd.  to  3s.  per  diem  ; but  such 
is  the  unconscionable  extortion  to  which  strangem  arc 
exposed.  Travellers,  when  mounted,  are  accompanied  by 
a man  for  each  home  to  bring  it  back,  and  seated  on  a 
high-peaked  saddle  with  a .sort  of  Turkish  stirrup,  in 
which  the  whole  foot  rests,  the  knees  being  brought  to  a 
right  angle  with  the  body.  Here  is  a faithful  picture 
of  one  of  the  humbler  classes  of  travellere,  mounted  on  a 
pack-saddle, — the  crest  or  monogram  of  the  owner  being 
stamped  on  the  broad  belly-band  of  cloth  to  protect 
the  horse  from  the  gadflies.  Thus  equipped,  if  neither 
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provided  with  horse  nor  saddle  of  your  own,  yon  set  oil' 
trusting  in  Providence  to  arrive  before  dark,  with  some 


Ilow  TIIK  VNPHmi.F.Or.I)  TRAVKI.  uN  THE  HlOll  ROAD 


skin  left  on  your  bones.  Tlie  road,  for  the  most  part,  is 
good — broad  and  level — but  here  and  there  macadamis- 
ing is  wofidly  wanted,  one  half  the  road  rising  in  perilous 
abruptness,  one  or  two  feet  higher  than  the  lower  edge. 
And  in  wet  weather,  the  road  which  fonns  the  main  street 
through  the  town  of  Kanagawa  itself,  becomes  a perfect 
quagmire.  What  the  great  Daimios  do  on  such  occasions 
I cannot  say.  It  is  time  in  fine  weather,  when  the  whole 
road  is  tolerably  clean,  portions  may  be  seen  nicely  swept 
and  sanded  for  their  high  mightinesses  to  pass  smoothly 
along  ; but  the  slough  of  despond  to  which  all  Kanagawa 
is  reduced  for  days  together,  is  far  past  sweeping  or  sand- 
ing either!  And  neither  Kcempfer  nor  Thunberg,  who 
tell  us  so  much  of  the  delectable  state  of  the  Japanese 
roads,  have  thrown  any  light  on  this  part  of  the  problem, 
or  even  hinted  at  its  existence.  In  jastice  be  it  said,  this 
state'  of  road  is  not  common  in  Japan  — how  it  comes  to 
be  so,  more  especially  near  the  capital  of  the  Tycoon,  and 
even  in  Yeddo  itself,  is  difficult  to  undcretand,  unless  upon 
the  principle  involved  in  the  proverbial  saying — ‘The 
nearer  the  church  the  fiu  ther  from  heaven.’ 
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Slowl)^  we  Avonrl  our  way  ainon<;  lioi-se  and  f(X)t  — 
men  and  women,  childixiii  and  dojjcs.  Tlie  traflic  seems  to 
be  f^reat,  and  the  travellers  are  of  all  classes.  Through 
the  streets  of  the  town  it  requires  veiy  good  steering 
amidst  the  hght  heels  of  the  pack-horses,  the  blocking- 
up  of  the  passage  by  their  loads,  the  gangs  of  coohes, 
and  a constant  stream  of  pedestrians  and  wayfan-rs  of 
eveiy  denomination.  Now  it  is  a band  of  strolling 
musicians,  who  make  up  in  noise  and  discord  — us 
sometimes  do  greater  professors — what  they  want  in 
music  and  melody. 


mXEn.VNT  MUSICIANS 


Following  them  is  a yaconin,  ploughing  his  way  through 
the  snow,  which,  by  a nire  chance,  has  fallen  somewhat 
thickly  during  the  morning.  He  is  protected  from  the 
inclemency  of  the  weather  by  a cloak  of  split  reeds — 
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liglit,  warm,  and  nearly  watei-proof,  with  the  farther 
advantage  of  being  cheap  : I thought  it  well  worth  a 


YACONIX  ON  SKRVKK 


place  in  the  collection  at  the  International  Exhibition. 
Here  come  two  coolies,  heavily  charged,  vociferating  to 
us  to  get  out  of  their  way.  They  may  be  the  scullions 
of  the  petty  officer  we  passed  a few  minutes  ago,  and 
who  deems  himself  vastly  superior  in  his  own  land  to 
any  desecrating  foreigner ! I once  met  a train  of 
coolies  carrying  the  lieavy  baggage  of  some  courtier 
from  Miaco,  who  took  up  the  middle  of  the  road,  and 
called  out  fiercely,  ^ Shitt77iino  /’  (Down  on  your  knees  !) 
But  here  comes  a train  of  the  Daimio  himself, — let  us 
ride  single  file,  and  leave  ample  room, — do  what  we 
may,  in  fact,  to  pass*  unchallenged  and  unmolested  — if 
pcxssible  I No  one  can  count  with  any  certainty  on  success. 
First,  are  two  not  very  reputable-looking  runners,  whose 
business  it  is  to  clear  the  road  Avith  the  all-potent  word 
which  commands  prostration, — well,  we  cannot  prostrate 
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ourselves,  notwithstanding  that  iinperiou.s  gest  and  tioicii- 
lent  look.  Now  come  some  avant-couriers  of  a higher 
class,  and  behind  them  are  the  spearmen  and  personal 
officers  of  the  noble.  See  how  they  eye  us,  and  say  if 
you  think  they  are  safe  people  to  meet  where  they  are  a 
hundred  to  one,  and  are  assured  of  immunity  if  they  fall 
upon  you  and  murder  you  on  the  spot?  There,  thank 
God  and  be  grateful  — they  have  neither  drawn  upon, 
nor  even  pushed  us  into  the  kennel,  as  they  evidently 
felt  more  than  half  inclined  to  do  ; — pray  that  you  meet 
no  more  to-day,  for  you  may  be  less  fortunate  if  com- 
pelled to  run  the  gauntlet  a second  time.  What!  you 
think  this  unpleasant ; — leara  that  this  is  the  tenure  on 
wliich  foreigners  hold  all  their  rights  and  privileges  under 
treaty  in  Japan — the  chance  of  being  slain  in  the  high 
road  for  no  other  offence  than  that  of  being  there — Avhere 
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your  presence  is  not  desired.*  But  here  are  more  peace- 
able people,  from  Avhom  there  is  nothing  to  be  feared, — 


* Tlio  triitli  of  tlippo  oGiW'rvntions  lia.**  reroivoil  n s-aj  ilhtstmtion  in  the 
hi.'it  act  of  hiildiiTv  iieriiptraloil  on  a party  of  foreiyntTS  ridiiifr  on  this  very 
high  road  — in  w hicii  one  wn.s  slain  and  twd  \ypn»  gripuiusly  ^yound^■d. 
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the  M??privilegod  classes,  unprivileged  to  kill  or  to  plunder 
— civilians,  merchants,  .shopkeepers,  peasants  — all  as 
harmless  and  well-disposed  people  as  can  well  be  found 
in  any  country  in  the  world.  Here  is  one  peasant  going 
home  with  his  marketing,  and  another  slowly  toiling  on 
foot  to  the  capital.  After  him  a couple  of  fishermen 
going  to  their  boats,  with  a kilt  or  something  which 
does  duty  for  one,  and  much  the  same  pattern,  only 


economically  made  of  reeds.  Approaching  us  is  one  of 
those  remarkable  figures  said  to  be  often  disgraced  officei's, 
whose  face  is  quite  concealed  xmder  a sort  of  broad,  deep- 
rimmed  basket,  for  a hat, — evidently  too  common  a sight 
to  attract  attention,  for  the  servant  is  pa.ssing  him  without 
a glance.  Take  care ! wc  have  a blind  man  here.  ‘ IIow 
well  he  is  dressed?’  'Certainly;  he  is  no  beggar,  but 


Digitized  by  Google 


462 


THREE  YEARS  IN  JAPAN. 


Chap.  XXII. 


pca-sant  girl  is  watching  to  see  he  comes  h}’  no  harm 
from  our  horses.’  ‘Is  blindness  very  common  i'’  Yes — no ! 
It  must  always  be  common  where  tliere  are  no  good 
oculists.  Even  in  our  own  land,  thousands  lose  their 
.sight  annually  by  bad  surgeiy,  or  the  want  of  good 
treatment,  .such  as  tho.sc  oidy  who  have  made  diseases 
of  the  eye  and  their  treatment  a speciality,  can  supply. 
Ilut  otherwise,  I do  not  think  either  disea.ses  of  the 
eye  or  blindness  unusually  frequent,  judging  by  what 
one  can  see,  though  one  often  hears  the  contrarj’^  as- 
sei  ted.  It  might  l)o  expected,  I admit  also  ; for  not 
only  tlieir  knowledge  of  ophthalmic  surgery  must  be  on 


well  to  do,  and  therefore  dressed  like  a gentleman, — 
but  blind  not  the  less,  and  feeling  his  way,  while  the 
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a par  witli  the  rest  of  tlieir  sui-gery,  and  very  bad ; but 
the  practice  which  prevails  among  the  people  of  having 
their  eyelids  daily  turned  inside  out  — of  which  you  may 
see  an  example  as  you  pa.‘ss  that  barber’s  shop  — and  then 
rubbed  over,  titillated,  and  polished  by  a smooth  copper 
spatula,  must,  I should  think,  be  eminently  conducive  to 
cbsease  of  one  soi  t or  other.  Ilere  we  come  to  a wayside 
hostelry,  and  see  that  picture  of  zeal  in  a female  ostler,  who 
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is  hurrying,  with  well-poised  body  and  a pail  of  water,  to 
refresh  the  horses’  mouths ; while,  on  the  other  side,  tea 
is  offered  in  cups  of  dainty  porcelain,  thin  as  an  egg-shell. 

Now  we  are  leaving  the  great  congress  of  tea-houses 
behind — the  inns  and  hotels  of  the  Japane.se  offering 
everything  that  a Japanese  traveller  can  desire,  food,  drink, 
shelter — a cleun-matted  iloor,  a look-out  on  a little  garden, 
or  here,  still  better,  over  the  bay.  But,  even  if  we  may 
have  all  this,  we  know  we  cannot  have  a table,  or  a chair,  or 
a bed, — nor  a mutton-chop,  nor  a cup  of  milk,  nor  a loaf  of 
l)read,  for  the  simi)le  reason  that  all  these  things  are  to 
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the  Japanese  unknown,  or  ignoi’cd  as  superfluities.  And 
if  you  are  a man  of  rank,  still  more  if  a foreigner,  be 
prepared  Avith  a long  purse  and  kobangs  ‘ galore for,  if 
Ave  are  to  bclicA-e  the  Japanese  themselves,  long  bills 
folloAV  the  shortest  sojourn  in  these  terrestrial  paradises.* 
The  shops,  as  avc  pitss,  do  not  present  a veiy  inviting 
appearance.  For  the  most  part,  they  are  Uttle  better  than 
road-side  booths  or  stalls,  offering  for  sale  children’s  toy.-^, 
having  a marvellous  family  likeness  with  those  of  Europe — 
Avindmills,  stuffed  animals  on  Avheels,  tops,  battledores 
and  shuttlecocks.  Here  are  others  with  cooked  eatables ; 
beyond,  a shop  Avith  false  toupees  or  Avigs,  umbrellas  and 
hats,  baskets,  rain-cloaks  and  horse-shoes  of  straw,  form 
the  staple  articles,  all  under  one  roof,  the  materiid  being 
the  .same  for  most  of  them.  Thus  it  happens  that  a 
Japanese  equipped  for  a journey  looks  as  if  he  had  taken 
the  cover  of  a basket  for  his  head-gear,  a wisp  of  straw  for 
his  cl(Aak,  and  a portion  of  another  for  his  sandals.  These, 
Avith  a feAV  of  the  ordinary  Aullage  crafts,  fill  up  the 
straggling  line  of  houses.  Once  merged  out  of  a bourg 
or  tOAvnship,  Ave  come  upon  a broad  road  lined  Avitli  trees, 
giving  ])leasant  glimpses  of  the  Avide  bay  of  Yeddo  be- 
tAA'een  their  branches,  and  the  distant  line  of  hills  on  the 
opposite  shore.  The  trees  yield  a grateful  shade  even 
at  this  time  of  the  year,  the  depth  of  Avinter — the  sun  in 
the  middle  of  the  day  having  still  much  poAver;  but  the 
pine  and  e\'cn  the  cryptomeria,  of  Avliich  the  trees  here 
chiefly  consist,  are  not  the  best  adapted  for  this  purpose. 
On  both  sides,  but  chiefly  inland,  are  fields  of  grain  and 
vegetables,  those  deA'oted  to  paddy  uoav  lying  falloAv;  while 
the  stork  and  AA’ild  foAvl  liaA'o  undisturbed  pos.session,  and 
coA’er  the  ground. 

After  a scwen-mile  ride  along  the  roadAvhich  skirts  the 
baA',  the  traveller  from  KanagaAva  comes  to  the  river 


• This  01(71/ 1)0  so  in  tlio  oiuio  of  Daimios,  hut  not  as  ropards  tinvollcrs 
jwncrally,  as  1 had  moans  of  ascorlnininp  in  my  long  journcy.s.  The  chargos 
arc  von'  modornto,  and  to  all  tho  Tycoon's  officers  and  employe's  one-third 
loss  than  to  others,  by  law  ostnhlishod. 
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Logo,  tlie  boumlary  ut‘  the  limits  within  which  foreigners 
may  travel  or  wander  for  tlieir  pleasure  from  tliat  place 
without  a pas.sport.  Here  is  a police  station,  and  a pass- 
port is  rigorously  demanded  for  any  foreigner  seeking  to 
pass  the  I'erry. 

A few  minutes  sullice  to  ferry  man  and  horse  across — 
gratis,  if  in  the  einploj’inent  of  the  government.  'I’he 
hoi'ses  take  to  it  kindly  as  jou  set;,  and  hoi'se,  baggage, 
men,  and  women,  all  stand  or  stpiat  together  in  the  fiat- 
btHtomed  boat  in  a very  i)romiscuous  and  friendly  manner. 


FA^^iLSO  lUE  BIVEU 


And  now  as  we  apj)roach  the  capital  the  traflic  along  the 
road  increases : here  is  a family  of  the  poorer  class,  ap- 
parently with  all  their  worldly  goods,  leaving  the  city  — 
the  wife  and  her  child  are  doubled  up  in  a cango,  pro- 
tected from  the  drizzling  rain  by  an  oiled-paper  roof  and 
apron — the  husband  and  one  or  two  boys,  with  a portei’, 
carrying  heavier  baggage,  follow.  Two  or  three  men 
succeed  these — common  soldiers,  possibl)',  for  they  have 
one  sword,  and  not  so  fierce  a look  as  some  of  their 
two-sworded  fraternity — while  a white  hood  drawn  under 
the  chin  and  covering  the  lower  part  of  the  mouth,  half 
ma.sks  the  whole  face,  and  gives  them  something  of  the 
l(X)k  of  ‘men  at  arms’  in  the  days  of  the  Templars.  Here 
is  a Norimon  wdth  two  children  placed  knee  to  knee 
opposite  each  other  vis  ii  vis,  with  powdered  aiul  painted 
faces,  dre.'^sed  so  as  exactly  to  represent  two  huge  Dutch 
VOL.  1.  H It 
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dolls.  This  mania  of  the  Japanese  for  painting  and 
powdering  their  skins  with  Hour,  makes  them  hideous, 
with  Art  for  the  disfigurcr.  Now  and  then  one  meets  a 
Ja]ianese  maiden  with  a clean-washed  face  and  unstained 
teeth,  neither  wanting  in  comeliness  nor  intelligence ; but 
such  visions  are  indeed  ‘few  and  far  between.’  Of  the 
ladies  of  Japan  no  chance  pas.senger  can  speak  ; they  are 
never  visible  to  a stranger,  and  it  yet  remains  to  be  seen 
whether  the  barrier  now  existing  will  ever  be  removed. 
One  of  the  oldest  residents  in  Japan,  at  Nagasaki,  and 
well  placed  for  successful  effort,  once  made  the  attempt 
Avitli  an  official  in  intimate  and  cordial  relations,  but  he 
was  assured  that  compliance  would  inevitably  bring 
disgrace  upon  him  and  all  his  family.  I caimot  help 
thinking  some  rather  erroneous  notions  have  been  dis- 
seminated by  the  writers  on  Japan  in  respect  to  the 
position  and  relations  of  the  wife  here.  That  she  may  be 
more  of  a companion  to  her  husband,  and  on  a greater 
footing  of  equality  than  in  other  Eastern  countries,  is 
possible ; but  she  is  as  strictly  forbidden  by  the  laws  and 
customs  of  the  country  from  entering  into  society,  or  being 
seen  by  any  but  those  of  her  own  family,  as  any  inmate 
of  a harem.  When  travelling,  or  passing  from  house  to 
house,  it  is  always  in  a norimon  hermetically  closed  and 
surrounded  by  her  husband’s  attendants : I speak  of  the 
upper  classes — the  lower  and  working  orders  here  as  else- 
Avhere,  by  the  nece.s.sity  of  labour,  caimot  be  shut  up. 

The  distance  shortens  to  Yeddo,  and  the  journey 
promises  to  be  uneventful.  Here  comes  the  only  element 
of  mischief  in  the  shape  of  some  roystering  evil-eyed  and 
double-sworded  retainers  of  a Daimio.  There  are  three 
or  four  of  them  all  mounted,  with  the  Prince  of  tiatsuma’s 
cognisance  on  their  sleeves  ; and  now  they  see  us  — keep 
your  hoi-se  well  in  hand — for  here  the  two  foremost 
come,  at  headlong  speed.  ‘ Wdl  tliey  ride  us  down  ? ’ 
' Cannot  possibly  say;  but  if  mit,  they  Avill  go  veiy  near — 
keej)  a steady  hand  and  a quick  eye.’  There — they 
have  pa.s.sed,  only  brushing  our  stirrups — bent  on  showuig 
tlieir  own  prowess,  and  not  unwilling  to  try  ours,  with  a 
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dash  of  defiance  to  tlie  Giaour,  for  to  this  class  adopting 
tlie  feelings  of  their  ma.stei's,  as  we  must  suppose,  we 
are  all  dogs  of  Chri-stians  and  aliens — hateful  in  both 
characters.  It  was  reported  of  Count  Mouravieff,  when 
at  Yeddo,  that  among  the  comjdimentaiy  phrases  which 
form  a necessary  prelude  to  busine.ss  in  the  East,  on 
the  occasion  of  his  visit  to  some  of  the  ministei’s,  he 
spoke  in  congratulatory  terms  of  the  new  and  pacific 
relations  now  established  with  all  the  great  maritime 
Powers  of  the  West,  ti4  which  the  ^linister  responded 
with  an  amount  of  truth  and  sincerity,  which  could  only 
be  accounted  for  on  the  preacher’s  wi.se  saying,  that  ‘ out 
of  the  fullne.ss  of  the  heart  the  tongue  speaketh.’  ‘ You 
congratulate  us,’  was  the  reply,  ‘ on  the  new  relations  now 
established,  but  these  have  hitherto  only  been  to  us 
sources  of  trouble  and  vexation — each  day  bringing  forth 
some  new  cause  of  anxiety,  or  some  new  complaint  on  the 
part  of  foreigners.’  What  might  be  the  rejoinder,  report 
does  not  tell — but  there  was  an  answer,  a true  aaswer,  it 
were  a pity  not  to  have  given,  even  though  it  might  have 
brought  no  immediate  conviction.  Sources  of  complaint, 
of  vexation  to  the  authorities  and  anxiety  on  both  sides, 
have  indeed  been  plentiful ; but  chiefly,  if  not  solely  due 
to  the  bad  faith  and  shuflling  of  officials,  unwilling  to  give 
execution  to  the  plainest  provisions  of  treaties,  and  not 
as  the  ministers  evidently  would  have  it  inferred,  to  the 
unreasonable  exigencies  of  foreigners,  though  these  may 
not  always  be  faultle.ss  either.  Those  first  arriving  as 
pioneers  in  a far  Eastern  country,  are  not  generally  the 
most  refined  or  select  specimens  of  their  cla.ss  or  nation. 

And  now  we  approach  Sinagawa — the  great  .suburb  im- 
mediately before  Yeddo  itself,  already  more  than  once 
referred  to.  Here  at  night  the  whole  road  is  an  illumina- 
tion of  laiithorns,  with  frequenters  of  the  numerous  tea- 
houses and  places  of  entertainment  situated  here,  passing 
to  and  fro.  The  two-sworded  men  on  foot,  and  in 
norimons,  block  up  the  way,  and  woe  betide  any  luckless 
man  of  the  inferior  cla.ss  who  comes  across  their  path  ; — 
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for  after  eight  o’clock  tlie  suki  is  in,  and  the  wit  is  out,  and 
any  discretion  with  it — which,  in  more  lucid  moments  the 
race  of  swu.dibucklers  may  boa.«it.  Their  hand  is  often 
on  the  hilt  of  their  sharp-edged  sword,  and  always  in 
unpleasant  jiroximity.  It  is  not  yet  the  dangerous  hour, 
so  we  shall  probably  pass  unmolested. 

Tlie  subui'b  of  Sinagawa,  of  evil  repute,  is  passed, 
and  now  the  bay  oj)posite  Yeddo  witli  its  line  of  forts 
opens  once  more  upon  us,  a few  refreshment-bootlis 
alone  interposing ; wliile  inland,  is  a gi’cat  ban-ack 
witli  clo.sed  gates  — powder  magazines ; and  opposite  a 
newly-formed  batteiy,  to  protect  the  shore  at  this  point. 
Two  othere  are  being  built  upon  the  shallows  there,  so 
as  completely  to  cover  the  approach  to  Yeddo  on  the 
water  side,  by  a Avhole  line  of  batteries  armed  A\*itli  guns. 
In  the  barracks  to  our  left,  and  at  many  of  the  Daimios’ 
residences,  the  noise  of  musket-practice  may  be  heard. 
It  looks  very  warlike,  and  whether  it  be  merely  the 
result  of  a mistrust  in  the  pacific  intentions  of  Foreign 
Powers  generally,  or  any  one  in  particular; — or  intended 
to  impose  on  the  diplomatic  agents  now  residing  in  the 
capital,  by  daily  evidence  of  a state  of  preparation  for 
battle  ; — or  whether,  finally,  it  be  the  result  of  a foregone 
conclusion,  that,  sooner  or  later,  collision  is  inevitable,  or 
will  be  made  so  by  them,  if  not  by  us,  and  that  they  may 
be  prepared  for  such  a contingency,  I have  already  said,  no 
one  is  in  a position  to  speak  verj"  positively.  Put  all 
these  notes  of  jireparation  for  battle  are  sufiiciently  re- 
markable, and  significant.  Here  we  arrive  safe  from  all 
dangers  of  the  road,  onlj%  ‘ ware  horses ! ’ They  are 
all  vicious  brute.s — stallions  ever  ready  to  kick  and  bite. 
There  ! you  are  lucky  that  bmte,  relieved  of  his  pack  and 
carelessly  led,  has  only  left  the  mark  of  his  hind  hoof  on 
your  saddle-clotli ; si.x  inches  farther  forward,  and  it  might 
have  broken  your  thigh.  liCt  it  be  a warning  to  you  on 
a Japanese  road,  to  give  a wide  berth  to  the  whole  race 
of  pack-hoi-ses,  and  a good  eye  on  every  other,  or  you 
Avill  certainly  be  rolled  in  the  dust  some  day.  That  is  a 
warning  for  — and  if  you  look  back  you  will  see  the 
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groom  is  giving  a warning  to  the  owner  of  the  pack-hor.se, 
to  keep  a more  respectful  distance  anotlier  time.  ‘ But 
he  will  hurt  him.’  ‘ Well,  I hope  he  will,  a little  but  do 
not  be  the  least  alarmed,  for  first  observe  the  man  makes 
not  the  least  resistance,  so  conscious  is  he  that  he  is  only 
meeting  his  deserts ; and  next,  that  the  cudgel  with 
which  he  is  being  belaboured,  is  only  the  umbrella  I 
bought  oil  the  road,  made  of  light  bamboo  and  oil-paper; 
which  most  assuredly  will  come  out  of  the  fray  with  much 
more  serious  damage  than  the  man’s  head. 

And  so  ends  our  journey  to  Yeddo,  and  the  panorama 
of  the  high  road.  — Saionara ! the  saluUition  of  the 
Japanese,  loses  nothing  in  softness  by  contrast  either  w’th 
the  French  adieu,  or  the  Italian  addio ; while  the  elaborate 
courtesy  of  the  horsekeeper  and  my  servant  there,  distance 
anything  you  or  I can  attempt  in  the  same  line. 
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